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“ BATTLE HONOURS FOR THE GREAT WAR.” 


“The Great War”—21 Battalions—‘ Aisne, 1914, ’18,” 
““ Armentieres, 1914,” ‘‘ Ypres, 1915, 17, ’18,” “Graven- 
stafel,” “St. Julien,” “ Frezenburg,” “ Bellewaarde,” ‘ Hooge, 
1915,” “ Loos,” “Somme, 1916, 718,” “ Albert, 1916, 718,” 
** Bazentin,” “ Delville Wood,” “‘ Poziéres,” “‘ Flers-Courcelette,” 
“ Morval,” “ Thiepval,” “ Ancre Heights,” ‘ Ancre, 1916,” 
“Arras, 1917, '18,” “Scarpe, 1917, 718,” ‘ Arleux,” “ Oppy,” 
“ Messines, 1917, ’18,” “ Pilckem,” “ Langemark, 1917,” “ Menin 
Road,” ‘Polygon Wood,” ‘“ Broodseinde,” ‘“ Poelcapelle,” 
‘“‘ Passchendaele,” “Cambrai, 1917, °18,” ‘St. Quentin,” 
‘“‘ Bapaume, 1918,” “ Rosiéres,” ‘‘ Lys,” ‘ Estaires,” ‘* Haze- 
brouck,” “ Kemmel,” “ Scherpenberg,” ‘‘ Amiens,” “ Hinden- 
burg Line,” ‘ Epéhy,” ‘Canal du Nord,” “St. Quentin 
Canal,” “‘ Selle,” “‘Sambre,” “ France and Flanders, 1914-18.” 
“ Struma,” “ Doiran, 1917,” “ Macedonia, 1915-18,” “ Suvla,”’ 
“Landing at Suvla,” “Scimitar Hill,” ‘Gallipoli, 1915.” 


““ Egypt, 1915-16.” 
‘THE COLOURS.” 


The Frontispiece to this Volume is a representation of the Colours 
carried by the Permanent Battalions of the Regiment without 
the Number of the Battalion concerned, which is inserted in 
Roman Numerals in the Circle on the St. George’s Cross in both 
the King’s and the Regimental Colour. 


The Ten Battle Honours for the Great War authorized to be 
emblazoned on the King’s Colour are shown by the yellow Scrolls 
on the horizontal arm of the St. George’s Cross. 


The Service Battalions raised during the Great War each received 
a King’s Colour only, similar in design to those of the Permanent 
Battalions but with no Scrolls, while the tops of the Colour Poles 
have gilt spear-shaped points instead of the Crown and Lion. 


The Colours of the First, Second and Fourth Battalions are kept 
at the Headquarters of the Unit; those of the Third Battalion 
are kept at the Depot; the Fifth Battalion (since disbanded) 
being a Cyclist Battalion of the Territorial Army had no Colours. 


The King’s Colour of the 6th, 7th, 8th, rath, 13th and 1st 
Garrison Battalions are hung in the Regimental Memorial Chapel 
in Beverley Minster, while those of the roth and 11th Battalions 
are hung in Holy Trinity Church, Hull. 
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FOREWORD 


By Major-GeneraL F. S. Incueriexp, C.B., D.S.O., 


Colonel of the East Yorkshire Regiment, 1920-1925. 


N dealing with the history of a regiment in the Great War 

it is important to examine the causes which mostly con- 

tributed to its success, for the law of cause and effect is 

as applicable to military matters as it is to any other 
concern. 


_ Regarding the East Yorkshire Regiment the causes may briefly 
be summarised under two headings, sound training and the 
inculcation among all ranks of a fine patriotic fighting spirit. 


For years prior to the Great War the progressive training of 
units had been the subject of special attention, and the results 
achieved in the Regiment were without doubt largely due to the 
energy displayed by the various units in carrying out the system 
of training which had been laid down. As an instance in point, 
much attention had been given to musketry instruction, especially 
to those practices which would be of the greatest value in war. 
The result was that our men, holding only a thin line, were able 
at the outset of the war to crush the German mass attacks not- 
withstanding that these were supported by heavy machine-gun 
fire. The practice upon which we placed the greatest reliance 
was that which required an expenditure of not less than fifteen 
rounds of aimed fire per minute. To reach this standard, how- 
ever, much training is required and when the Service Battalions 
were raised it was found necessary to reduce the number of rounds 
to be fired per minute, the conditions being such that 1t was not 
found possible to train up to the higher standard in the time 
available. 
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Let us now turn to the spirit which animated all ranks; for 
a really high state of fighting efficiency can only be obtained 
when technical training is supplemented by a high ‘ Morale.” 
The creation and maintenance of a high state of “‘ Morale ” must 
therefore go hand in hand with military training, and it will be 
for those who read through the pages of this history to judge 
how far the methods employed in the Regiment succeeded in 
establishing a really fine fighting spirit. 


Perhaps there is no better aid in accomplishing this than by 
impressing upon young troops the past history and glories of 
their Regiment, and by insisting from the day they join on the 
paramount importance of their realising all that is meant by the 
word Duty. When this is grasped, once a man feels that duty 
requires him to carry out his orders unflinchingly, irrespective of 
the greatest dangers, the severest trials, or the heaviest sacrifices, 
then that man has attained to the standard of * Morale” which 
it is our ambition that all should reach. 


In a few words the above gives on general lines the method 
that has been followed in the Regiment, a strict and rigid obser- 
vance of even the smallest matters of dutv being held as a first 
essential towards establishing a high condition of morale in the 
* individual.” 


There is nothing new in this for great Commanders in the 
past have always laid the greatest stress on all that is implied by 
duty. Hence Nelson’s memorable message to the ships of his 
fleet when going into action at Trafalgar and hence again a few 
hours later his farewell words as he was passing from this world: 
‘I have done my duty, thank God for that.” 


How often in this Great War may not these same words have 
been spoken in somewhat parallel circumstances. Certain it is 
that the fine spirit that called them forth was there, for within a 
month or so of entering the fighting zones we find a gallant young 
officer of the Regiment when very hotly engaged, calling out to 
his platoon : “‘ Come along lads, it is a fine thing to die a hero.” 
Words which may have been the last he uttered, for shortly 
afterwards he met his death. 

This fine spirit which pervaded the Regiment was not con- 


fined to the existing fighting units. It spread to the Service 
Battalions as thev were raised and was to be found among many 
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old members of the Regiment, some long past the age for active 
service, or indeed for any serious exertion, who eagerly sought 
means by which they could render all the help in their power. 


The women of the Regiment also were not behind hand. 
Their devotion to a high cause, their sorrows bravely endured, 
and their help in many activities so willingly and so freely given, 
will ever remain a- fine example to future generations of what 
women can achieve in war. 


é oc 
Major-General, 


Colonel of the Regiment, 1920-1925. 
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FEEL that it is rather presumptuous for me, a Second 
Lieutenant when General Inglefield was Commanding the 
2nd Battalion in the South African War, to venture to 
write anything after what he has said. 

No one was more anxious than I was for him to retain the 
Colonelcy of the Regiment, and it was only when I found, with 
great regret, that he was determined to lay down the office in 
which he had done so much for us, that I acccepted the honour 
of becoming the Colonel. . 

It is a big task to write the history of a Regiment like ours 
for a war which spread over such a huge area, and I| hope that 
all ranks will be satisfied that the work has been worthily done. 
It was due to General Inglefield’s initiative that the history was 
begun and we also owe a special debt of gratitude to Brigadier- 
Generals Haggard and Clarke, and to Lieut.-Colonel Anderson, 
for their help and advice during the writing of the book. 

I have little to add to what General Inglefield has expressed 
so well, except to emphasise the value of the Regimental spirit ; 
it is this which prompts every officer and man not to think of 
himself as an individual, but of the regiment to which he belongs, 
always striving to keep up its reputation and to maintain its great 
traditions. 

It is this spirit which enabled all the Battalions of our Regiment 
in the Great War to bear heavy losses, and to endure hardships, 
without losing their morale, and which in the end carried them 
forward in the great victories which finally compelled the German 
Armies to ask for peace, and lay down their arms. 

May the Regimental spirit live and thrive, so that, if the day 
ever comes, which God forbid, when we will be called upon 
again to defend our country, our men may be found confident 
in themselves and their leaders, ready to take their place, second 
to none in our Imperial Army. 
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE 


N a small poem entitled “When it is Finished,’ Marjorie 
L. C. Picktall wrote these words : 


** We've no price, 
No utmost treasure of the seas or lands, 
No words, no deeds to pay their sacrifice. 
Only while England stands 
Their pearl, their pride, their altar—not their grave— 
Bid us remember in what hours they gave, 
All that mankind may give-- 
That we might live.” 


It is in that spirit—the spirit of Remembrance—that this 
History of the East Yorkshire Regiment in the Great War is 
published, not by design but by coincidence, so near the tenth 
Anniversary of the Armistice. No wealth, nor imagery of words 
could add lustre to the simple language in which the battalion, 
brigade or divisional diaries describe the immortal battles and 
actions of the War, and from which this History is written. ‘The 
official records are the imperishable glories of the British Army 
throughout the years of its greatest trial: often they cannot be 
paraphrased without a distinct loss, and the historian who secks 
to embellish them by “ fine writing ” frequently fails to give a 
true word picture of moving events. I have, therefore, followed 
closely the text in all narratives, which are (or should be) an 
inspiration to all young soldiers who know nothing of those 
strenuous vears of the War, or of those gallant officers and men of 
the Regiment who have left them so great a heritage. 

To Major-Generals F. S. Inglefield, C.B., D.S.O., and Sir 
Gerald F. Boyd, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.$.0., D.C.M., late and 
present Colonels of the East Yorkshire Regiment, respectively, I 
tender my grateful thanks for their kindness in reading and 
commenting on the manuscript of the History; also to the 
Reading Committee, t.e., Brigadier-General H. Haggard (Presi- 
dent), Brigadier-General J. L. J. Clarke, C.M.G. (Honorary 
Secretary and Treasurer), Lieut. -Colonel D. F. Anderson, C.M.G., 
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D.S8.0., Licut.-Colonel F. H. Harvey, C.M.G., D.S.O., Lieut.- 
Colonel! T. A. Headlam, Major E. A. Bray, O.B.F., M.C., Major 
H. F. Wailes, Major D. F. Wrangham, Colonel T. J. Morrill, T.D., 
Lieut.-Colonel B. M. Sharp, Lieut.-Colonel J. FE. H. Forty, Major 
J. Shaw, Lieut.-Colonel A. K. Savory, D.S.O., Major O. Varley, 
1D.S.0., M.C., and Lieut.-Colonel F. B. Brewis. 

The Regiment owes a real debt of gratitude to Brigadier-General 
J. L. J. Clarke, C.M.G., for all the labour of collecting private 
material, the correspondence connected therewith, the despatch 
of manuscript to members of the Reading Committee, and for the 
great amount of work inseparable from a history of this nature—-no 
light task. 

I should also like to thank Brigadier-General Sir J. E. Edmonds, 
C.B., C.M.G., Director of the Historical (Military) Section of the 
Committee of Imperial Defence, and his staff, for the courtesy and 
ever-ready assistance afforded me in the unravelling of obscure 
points which often arise in the official diaries. 


EveRARD WyYRALL. 


Auruors’ Cuius, $.W.1. 
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The lst Battalion sails for France: 
Actions on the Aisne Heights. 


N common with many British Infantry Regiments which had 
to depend upon a comparatively small recruiting area, the 
East Yorkshire Regiment (15th Foot) in August, 1914, 
numbered only five Battalions, t.¢., two Regular, one Special 
Reserve and two Territorial. 
On the Declaration of War between Great Britain and 
Germany on 4th August, 1914, the Ist Battalion was stationed 
at York, the Headquarters of the Northern Command; the 
2nd Battalion was in India, quartered at Kamptee; the 3rd 
(Special Reserve) Battalion had its Headquarters at Beverley. 
The headquarters of the two Territorial Battalions were at 
Hull; the 4th Battalion in Londesborough Barracks and the 
sth (Cyclist) Battalion in Park Street. 

The rst Battalion was commanded by Lieut.-Colonel R. E. 
Benson, whose father—General H. R. Benson—had served in the 
Crimean War and the Indian Mutiny. Colonel Benson was a 
soldier of great experience, having served many years abroad, 
including special employment with the Bechuanaland Police in 
1889g-1890 and active service in the Boer War of 1899-1952. 

Mobilization orders were received during the evening of the 
4th and everything proceeded smoothly. On 7th the 18th Infantry 
Brigade, then at Lichfield, of which the rst East Yorkshires formed 
part, was ordered to proceed to Scotland. On the following day 
the East Yorkshires entrained, and, reaching Edinburgh a few 
hours later, were billeted in the City with Brigade Headquarters 
and the Sherwood Foresters. The 6th Division, to which the 
18th Brigade Infantry belonged, was not, however, destined to 
cross to France immediately with the I and II Corps, but was kept 
behind in England for coastal defence until the situation necessitated 
its transfer to the theatre of war. 

On 13th August, orders were received to entrain for Cambridge, 
where the 6th Division was concentrating and. on the following 
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day Brigade Headquarters, the 1st East Yorkshires and the Sherwood 
Foresters journeyed south. On the 15th the whole Brigade was 
concentrated on Jesus Common, Cambridge, occupied in pitching 
camp for other troops of the 6th Division. ‘The remaining days of 
August passed rapidly enough, and on 7th September the 18th 
Brigade marched to Newmarket and there entrained for South- 
ampton. Embarking with the 1st West Yorkshires in the Cawdor 
Castle the 1st East Yorkshires sailed at 6.15 a.m. on 8th, and 
arrived off St. Nazaire at 9.20 p.m. on gth September. Disem- 
barkation took place at 6.30 a.m. on 1oth, when the Battalion 
marched to Chantier Rest Camp. The strength of the 1st East 
Yorkshires on arrival in France was 27 Officers and 958 other 
ranks—total 985. 

A few hours’ rest in Camp and then the Battalion again entrained, 
this time for the Aisne. The 11th September was spent in the 
train, and it was not until § a.m. on 12th that the Battalion reached 
Coulommiers, and rested for a few hours in a Sugar Factory. 
Throughout the 12th and 13th the 6th Division* concentrated 
in billets in the area Coulommiers—Montcerf—Marles-Chaume, 
awaiting orders to go forward, the while the Battle of the Aisne 
proceeded.t At this period the British Expeditionary Force 
consisted of :—I Corps: 1st and 2nd Divisions; II Corps: 3rd 
and sth Divisions; III Corps: 4th Division and 19th Infantry 
Brigade. The 6th Division had been ordered to join the III Corps. 
Two Cavalry Divisions were also with the British Expeditionary 
Force. From the Sugar Factory in Coulommiers the East York- 
shires moved out to Doue on the night of 12th and billeted. It 
was at Doue that the Battalion had its first sight of what German 
occupation meant—the Cure’s house had been wrecked and 
ransacked in a most wanton manner. Here, too, the booming of 
the guns engaged in the Battle of the Aisne was heard for the 
first time. 

In a series of very uncomfortable marches the Ist East 
Yorkshires, in Brigade and Division, gradually moved northwards 
from Coulommiers towards the Aisne Battlefield. 

The country through which the East Yorkshires advanced was 
the famous ‘“‘ Champagne,” now somewhat shorn of its beauty, 
for the hands of the Germans, before the latter had been driven 


* The 6th Division was commanded by Major-General J. L. Keir, and the 18th 
Infantry Brigade by Brigadier-General W. N. Congreve, V.C. 
¢ Official date of the Battle of the Aisne, r2th-15th Sept., 1914. 
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back, had rested heavily upon the villages and towns through which 
they had passed in their march southwards. And before their 
retirement they had destroyed everything possible, so that in 
places only bare, charred walls marked the site of chateau or church 
or cottage, whilst the roads were strewn with the wrecked house- 
hold goods of the peasants, and empty wine bottles which 
frequently marked the scene of a drunken orgie. Abandoned gun 
Carriages and transport wagons, smashed or otherwise, damaged 
by shell-fire, equipment and even rifles, flung away by the harassed 
Germans, and quantities of discarded military stores, testified to 
the hurried nature of the enemy’s retreat. 

The Champagne country between Coulommiers and 
Bourg (for which place the East Yorkshires were destined) is 
undulating and covered with patches of thick wood, though 
bare of actual forests such as the Forest of Compiégne. Rivers, 
most of which the Germans had tried to defend, crossed 
the line of advance, and the sight of pontoon and trestle bridges 
thrown across where stone and brick and iron structures had been 
blown up or in other ways wrecked, demonstrated the strenuous 
nature of the advance of the British Expeditionary Force to 
the Aisne. 

By the 15th, the 6th Division had finished concentration, 
and on that date the 18th Brigade set out to march to Chateau 
Thierry—a 24-miles march. The East Yorkshires left Doue at 
7.30 a.m. and, in heavy rain and pitch darkness, reached their 
destination at Io p.m. Billeting was difficult, as all the houses 
were closed and their occupants asleep, but somehow everyone 
was settled in. At 6.30 a.m. the next morning the Battalion set 
out again and reached Hartennes at 5.30 p.m. The march to 
Chacrise on 17th was short and the Battalion billeted early in a 
deserted chateau with fine grounds. On the 18th the march was 
continued though under discomforting conditions. Heavy rain 
fell during the afternoon and at night-time, and it was dark and 
about 9 o’clock when the Battalion, wet to the skin, turned off 
the road into a stubble field at Dhuizel to get what rest was 
possible before daylight arrived. 

The 6th Division had by this time (18th) been temporarily 
broken up in order to provide relief for the first five Divisions, who 
by now were badly in need of rest. The 17th and 18th Infantry 
Brigades were therefore attached to the I Corps and the 16th 
ta the II Corps. 
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The result of the Aisne Battle had been to give the British 
Expeditionary Force a footing north of the River, but very little 
more, and in places the line was by no means secure. The enemy 
was posted along the heights overlooking the Aisne Valley and 
could shell any part of it with his huge howitzers, with which 
the British Expeditionary Force was entirely unprovided. But 
having gained a footing all three Corps set to work to dig them- 
selves in and make the best of a decidedly precarious position. 
Attacks and counter-attacks followed the close of the Battle and 
hard knocks were given and taken, but little alteration in the line 
took place after 15th September. 

Very early on the morning of the 19th September the 18th 
Brigade left Dhuizel and marched to Bourg, crossing by the 
pontoon bridge over the Aisne. The East Yorkshires left Dhuizel 
at 3 a.m., having passed the night in bivouac without shelter of 
any sort, excepting waterproof sheets, in an open field. “ Very 
pleased,” said an officer of the Battalion,® “‘ to get moving in the 
wet. Arrive at Bourg on the River Aisne; go into billets. C.O. 
and Company Commanders go with Brigadier (to reconnoitre 
the trenches to be taken over) and arrive back at 12 noon. 
Move ordered for 2 p.m. to relieve the Sussex Regiment in their 
trenches. We move by platoons. When about two miles along 
the road we are startled by a tremendous noise and explosion a 
few feet away. ‘ Black Maria’ has descended upon us! We 
took to the woods, but the road was continually shelled and we 
got our first casualty—a man of ‘A’ Company—killed by a 
splinter of shell. We arrive in rear of Sussex trenches and they 
depart with great joy. Trenches seem good; they consist of 
trenches for firing line and holes dug in the ground for 
supports. ‘There is a field of fire of at most 50 yards. We are 
on one side of slope of a hill and the Germans are on the 
other side. Each company has men in firing line and support. 
The night is fairly peaceful: three alarms caused by one German 
sniper firing into our lines.” 

The 18th Brigade Diary states that the reliefs were completed 
by II p.m. and, as far as can be gathered, the trenches taken over 
lay N.N.W. of Paissy along the Chemin des Dames, with a factory 
on the left. The position of the 1st East Yorkshires was given 
by the late Captain Markham as follows :—‘ West Yorkshires 


* The late Captain (then Lieutenant) J. A. Markham, rst East Yorkshires, 
killed in action, 7/5/15. 
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are on the right with French (Turcos) on their right; on their 
(the West Yorkshires) left, Durham Light Infantry and the East 
Yorkshires on their left, then the rest of Ist and 2nd .Divisions. 
The village of Troyon is to our rear.” 

About 12.30 p.m. on 20th heavy firing was heard on the right 
flank and the East Yorkshires could see Germans advancing 
between the right of the 18th Brigade and the left of the Turcos. 
Under very heavy shell fire and great pressure, having lost all 
their officers, the French Colonial troops had temporarily retired, 
uncovering the flank of the 18th Brigade, which enabled the enemy 
to cut off the forward companies of the West Yorkshires. The 
Durham Light Infantry immediately counter-attacked and the 
East Yorkshires also advanced. As “A” and “ B” Companies, 
led personally by Colonel Benson (“C” and “ D” Companies 
remaining in support) went forward they were subjected to a 
cross machine-gun fire and shrapnel. ‘The advance was held up 
and the troops were ordered to re-occupy their trenches. 

Before the Battalion could retire, however, heavy casualties 
were suffered. Captain E. L. P. Edwards and Lieutenant 
B. S. C. Hutchinson were killed, Lieut.-Colonel R. E. Benson,* 
Captain P. B. Maxwell, Captain D. F. Anderson and Lieutenants 
V. E. Inglefield and F. H. Sasse were wounded, and 2nd Lieutenant 
A. W. Meller was missing; 73 other ranks were also reported 
killed and wounded. ‘“ The action ceased,” records the Battalion 
Diary, “ about 4.30 p.m., when we held our original line. Both 
sides continued shelling for the rest of the day.” Thus the East 
Yorkshiremen had received their baptism of fire in the greatest 
war the world has ever known. On the 21st the Battalion was 
reorganized and Major W. H. Young took over temporary com- 
mand, vice Lieut.-Colonel Benson. 

From the 21st September to the 1st October (when the 
Battalion was withdrawn from the line for the last time) the 
_ East Yorkshires were engaged in what was really the beginning of 
trench warfare, though of a very embryonic character. Shelled 
day and night, the troops clung tenaciously to their positions, 
improving, under cover of darkness, the trenches by building 
traverses and digging holes to be occupied during shelling, in 
sniping the enemy, and patrolling. Casualties were (comparatively) 
heavy. On 23rd 2nd Lieutenant T. R. Bottomley was killed by a 

* Lieut.-Colonel Benson died of his wounds on 27th September, to the very great 
regret of all ranks of the Battalion. 
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shrapnel bullet. The Battalion was relieved by the Sherwood 
Foresters on the 24th; on this day the East Yorkshires 
lost 20 other ranks wounded andi killed. On leaving the 
front line the Battalion retired to “‘some holes near Brigade 
Headquarters.” 

The 18th Brigade was relieved on 25th and moved back— 
three Battalions to Pargnan and the East Yorkshires to Moulins. 
Thereafter until the end of September there is little to record 
but the welcome arrival of the first reinforcements (1 officer and 
IOI other ranks) on 28th. 

By the latter date the “ race to the coast ” had begun. 

Into all the details of the attempts of the Allies to outflank 
the German right (First German Army) and the subsequent 
endeavours of the Germans to carry out a similar movement 
against the Allied left, it is impossible to go, but briefly the situation 
at the end of September, 1914, was as follows :—A new French 
Army, under General de Castelnau, which had been operating on 
the left of the Sixth French Army against the German right, had 
by the 23rd September, gained such success that the enemy had 
been forced to withdraw considerable forces from the centre and 
east of his line in order to meet the new threat. The withdrawal 
of these forces was made under cover of heavy attacks upon the 
British I Corps on 26th, 27th and 28th September, but after that 
date no further attempts were made and a period of “‘ stalemate ” 
set in. Meanwhile, on the left of the Allied line, further French 
forces had been brought up, prolonging the line towards the north- 
northern frontier of France. To meet these forces the Germans 
had also to prolong their line and thus the “ race to the coast” 
began. 

On the Aisne, stagnation had set in, and Sir John French 
in his despatches stated that: “Early in October a study 
of the general situation strongly impressed me with the necessity 
of bringing the greatest possible force to bear in support of the 
northern flank of the Allies in order to effectively outflank the 
enemy and compel him to evacuate his position. At the same time 
the position on the Aisne . . . appeared to me to warrant 
a withdrawal of the British Forces from the positions they then 
held. The enemy had been weakened by continual abortive and 
futile attacks, whilst the fortifications of the positions had been 
much improved. I represented these views to General Joffre, who 
fully agreed.” 
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As the line gradually neared the northern coastal towns of 
France and Belgium, it became clear that the correct strategical 
position of the British Expeditionary Force was on the left of 
the Allied line, whence communication with Great Britain was 
easiest and reinforcements and supplies could be moved up to the 
front rapidly. | 

The transfer of the British Expeditionary Force from the Aisne 
began on 3rd October, the Cavalry being the first to move, followed 
by the II Corps, IIIT Corps and I Corps in the order given; the 
three Corps were due to arrive in the new area on Ith, r2th and 
19th October respectively. 
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THE BATTLE OF ARMENTIERES. 
13th October—znd November, 1914. 


HE Official Despatches outline the movements of the 
British Expeditionary Force, which resulted subsequently in 
the Battles of La Bassée, Armentiéres and Ypres, 1914. But 
only in the second of these (the Battle of Armentiéres) 
was the East Yorkshire Regiment engaged. 

On the 25th of September the Battalion left Moulins 
and marched to bivouacs just above Vendresse. Here the Battalion 
remained till the 1st October. The support bivouacs were only 
just behind the front line and alarms and excursions were many ; 
every day casualties were suffered. 

At 4.30 p.m. on Ist October the Battalion received orders 
to move and marched to Vauxtin where the 18th Infantry Brigade 
was assembling. ‘The East Yorkshiremen reached Vauxtin at 
2.30 a.m. on 2nd and went into billets, but marched again for 
Jury at 7 p.m., the 18th Brigade having been ordered to rejoin 
the 6th Division at that place. The route lay via Braisne, 
Courville and Searches, and at the first-named place reinforce- 
ments joined the Battalion, whose strength on leaving the Aisne 
was 17 officers and 985 other ranks. 

Marching by night and resting during the day in order 
to conceal its movements from the enemy aircraft, the 18th 
Brigade moved towards the Compiégne area, where it had been 
ordered to entrain for St. Omer. On gth October, at 8 p.m., 
the East Yorkshires entrained at Compiégne and, travelling via 
Amiens, Etaples, Boulogne and Calais, reached St. Omer, detrain- 
ing at 2 p.m. on Ioth. The Battalion then marched on to 
Arcques—the men were actually taking over the billets—when 
sudden orders were received to march off again in a S.E. direction 
to Racquinghem, to support French Territorials who were holding 
the bridges over the Canal at Blaringhem, Wardrecques and 
Campagne. Very tired, the East Yorkshiremen reached 
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Racquinghem about 6 p.m. and there went into billets, having 
first established communication with the French Territorials. 

By the evening of 11th October the III Corps had practically 
completed its detrainment at St. Omer and was moved east to 
Hazebrouck, where the Corps remained throughout the 12th, to 
which area also the 18th Brigade, in motor buses, moved, the Ist 
East Yorkshires being placed on outpost duty S.E. of the town. 

On this day (12th October) the II Corps had begun its advance, 
the right of the 5th Division connecting up with the left of the 
French, north of Annequin, the 3rd Division deploying on the 
left of the §th. 

In the early hours of the 13th October the III Corps began 
its march eastwards, Conneau’s Cavalry operating between the II 
and III Corps. The advanced guard (19th Infantry Brigade with 
artillery) of the II] Corps occupied the line Strazeele Station— 
Caestre-St. Sylvestre, the 6th Division on the right and the 4th 
Division on the left. The Corps was directed towards the line 
Armentiéres-Wytschaete. In this way the Battle of Armentiéres 
began. 

At 7.30 a.m. the 18th Infantry Brigade, forming part of the 
right column of the 6th Division, set out from Hazebrouck. 
The East Yorkshires were rear Battalion of the Brigade, “ D” 
Company being ordered to march via Verte Rue-Bleu to protect 
the right of the column. 

Very different from the Champagne country, south of the 
Aisne, was the terrain across which, from west to east, the East 
Yorkshiremen were now advancing. From the hills above the 
Aisne they had come to a flat, open country, uninteresting, cut up 
by roads, small streams and ditches, well populated and, in places, 
well wooded ; country well adapted to the fighting of defensive 
actions. Cottages and farm buildings formed admirable places 
in which to conceal machine guns; the ditches, roads and hedges 
were natural protection for infantry, whilst the almost total absence 
of hills made observation of the enemy’s movements practically 
impossible. And yet the trail of his retirement was visible, for 
by day clouds of smoke curled upwards from burning farms and 
cottages, whilst at night red flames shot up from the ruins of what, 
but a few days previously, had been peaceful homesteads. 

About 10 a.m. the advanced guard of the Brigade was held up 
at Vieux Berquin. The East Yorkshires (less ‘‘ D” Company) 


were then ordered to make a detour via Seclin—Verte Rue in order 
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to turn the enemy out of La Couronne, but on arrival at the latter 
village the Battalion found it occupied by “ D” Company, the 
men being then engaged in entrenching themselves. 

The Germans were now holding Bleu and Bleu Farm, about 
a mile N.E. of La Couronne and Pont Rondin. At 1.30 p.m. 
the 18th Brigade, with 2nd Durham Light Infantry on the left, 
ist West Yorkshires in the centre and ist East Yorkshires 
on the right, attacked the enemy. 

The East Yorkshires advanced on a two-company frontage— 
“A” on the right, “C” on the left, with “D” and “B” 
Companies in support and the Machine-gun Section on the right. 
The Germans offered little serious opposition and by 4 p.m. Bleu 
was captured, but Bleu Farm still sheltered a number of the 
enemy with machine guns. That night the East Yorkshires held 
a line from Bleu to La Couronne, the front of the 18th Brigade 
extending from Bleu-Haute Maison to the railway south of Mernis. 
The day’s fighting had cost the Battalion 4 other ranks killed and 
18 wounded. 

At 2 o’clock on the following afternoon the 18th Brigade moved 
on Steenwerck as right flank guard of the 6th Division. All day 
long the advance of the Brigade was opposed by a German 
rear guard of cavalry with machine guns and, although the enemy 
was pressed back, the Brigade could not get further than La 
Verrier-—La Becque, the East Yorkshires holding an outpost 
line facing south from Pont Wemeau cross-roads to one mile west 
of it. Only one man was killed throughout the day. On 15th 
the Brigade continued its march on Steenwerck and there billeted 
until 7 p.m. when, under orders as right column of the Division, 
it moved via Petit Mortier to Sailly, the East Yorkshires billeting 
in the former village. 

The 1§th, 16th and 17th October were days of little interest 
so far as the 1st Battalion was concerned, the III Corps advancing 
towards the line of the Lys, which the 6th Division, as a whole, 
had crossed by the latter date, holding at nightfall the line Rouge 
de Bout-Croix Blanche—Bois Grenier (16th Brigade) ; Bois Grenier— 
La Vesée (18th Brigade) ; La Vesée-Chapelle d’Armentiéres (17th 
Brigade). The right of the 4th Division was towards L’Epinette, 
its left flank being still on the western bank of the Lys, west of 
Armentiéres to Le Gheir. 

Thus far, but little fighting had fallen to the lot of the rst East 
Yorkshires ; indeed. the whole of the III Corps had experienced 
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little opposition during its advance eastwards, for the enemy’s 
troops were acting strictly on the defensive, with orders not to 
engage in any serious action until the new Fourth German Army 
had attacked the left flank of the Allies further north of Ypres. 

By the 18th October, however, the enemy appears to have 
realised that the right of the British line was advancing too rapidly, 
and had ordered a more vigorous defence, with strong counter- 
attacks if necessary. The German front line on this date lay 
(approximately) on the line Radinghem—Premesques—Perenchies 
-~La Temple-Frelinghien, thence along the eastern banks of 
the Lys to Wervicq. 

At 3.30 a.m. on 18th the 18th Brigade was ordered to “ test 
the strength of the enemy ” along the line held on the previous 
day, 1.¢e., Le Quesne-Wez Macquart, to which the Brigade had 
advanced on 17th, but had retired under Corps orders. The 17th 
Brigade was to attack on the right of the 18th Brigade. 

Brigade orders, issued at 4.50 a.m. to all units, stated that 
the 18th Brigade was to advance against the line La Vallee- 
Paradis ; the 17th Brigade against Mont de Premesques—Peren- 
chies. The rst East Yorkshires and Durham Light Infantry were 
to occupy the line Le Quesne-Wez Macquart, moving forward 
at 6 am. The East Yorkshires were to send patrols to 
Le Quesne and report to Durham Light Infantry by 6 a.m. whether 
that place was occupied by the enemy. Both Battalions were to 
advance against Paradis (East Yorkshires) and La Vallée (Durham 
Light Infantry) at 7 a.m. They were, however, warned that the 
operations were for the purpose of testing the enemy’s strength, 
“commit themselves irretrievably without 
further orders.” 

The Durhams were not ready by 7 a.m. and it was 8 o’clock 
before the advance began. At that hour the East Yorkshiremen 
(“A ” Company on the right and “ D” Company on the left) 
set out to capture the Paradis Ridge, on which the enemy had 
entrenched himself. Heavy fire met the Battalion as it worked its 
way forward, but by 10 a.m. “ D” Company had secured the 
Ridge, “A”? Company being a little further in rear on the right. 
At 10.30 a.m. Major Young received a message from Brigade 
Headquarters: ‘“ Division directs that we push forward our line 
to Ennetiéres-Capinghem, Durham Light Infantry are being 
directed on Ennetiéres. You will move on Capinghem keeping 


touch with both Durham Light Infantry and 17th Brigade, 
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Three Companies Sherwoods are being moved to Le Quesne, also 
battery howitzers.” These instructions were amplified a little 
later—the East Yorkshires, after taking Capinghem, were to push 
on to St. Martin and Vert Touquet. 

When the attack began at 2 p.m. the Battalion Diary states 
that little was known of the enemy’s position except that he was 
‘somewhat about ‘C’ in Capinghem.” But “A” and “D” 
Companies, with “ B” and “C” in the second line, advanced 
gallantly to the attack. 

It was not long before considerable opposition was experienced. 
The enemy was discovered in considerable strength and, as the 
17th Brigade (on the left) had not been able to advance in line 
with the 18th, hostile machine guns, firing in enfilade, poured a 
storm of bullets on to the East Yorkshiremen and casualties were 
severe. Nothing daunted, however, the Battalion pluckily worked 
its way forward and, when darkness fell, although Capinghem had 
not been taken, the line had been pushed forward to just west 
of that place and the men set to work to dig themselves in, with 
the West Yorkshires on their right and the 17th Brigade along the 
main road on the left. Here ‘“*C” Company stayed all night. 
“ A,” “B” and “D” Companies were relieved by the Ist West 
Yorkshires and withdrawn to billets in La Fleur d’Ecosse. The 
Durhams, who had taken Ennetiéres, were relieved by the Sherwood 
Foresters in that place. The day’s fighting had cost the Ist 
Battalion three gallant officers—Captain A. H. Wilson killed and 
Lieutenants J. A. Markham and J. A. Hartcup wounded, whilst 
in other ranks the losses were 12 killed, §2 wounded and 8 missing. 

No incident happened during the night 18th-rgth, but in the 
morning, Battalion Headquarters, with “A,” “B” and “D” 
Companies, moved out of La Fleur d’Ecosse and made dug-outs 
on the rear slope of the Paradis Ridge, about 800 yards behind 
“ C” Company, who still held the front line. 

The 18th Brigade line was, however, very extended considering 
the weakened strength of all units, and on its right flank, where the 
16th Brigade held Radinghem, the Sherwoods at Ennetiéres 
were in a dangerous position; the Brigadier, therefore, was 
forced to push the line of the Sherwoods east of the village of 
Ennetiéres. 

So far as the East Yorkshiremen were concerned, the 19th 
was without incident. At night “ B ” Company and the Machine- 
gun Section took over trenches on the left of those occupied by 
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little opposition during its advance eastwards, for the enemy’s 
troops were acting strictly on the defensive, with orders not to 
engage in any serious action until the new Fourth German Army 
had attacked the left flank of the Allies further north of Ypres. 

By the 18th October, however, the enemy appears to have 
realised that the right of the British line was advancing too rapidly, 
and had ordered a more vigorous defence, with strong counter- 
attacks if necessary. The German front line on this date lay 
(approximately) on the line Radinghem—Premesques—Perenchies 
-La Temple-Frelinghien, thence along the eastern banks of 
the Lys to Wervicq. 

At 3.30 a.m. on 18th the 18th Brigade was ordered to “ test 
the strength of the enemy ” along the line held on the previous 
day, t.¢., Le Quesne-Wez Macquart, to which the Brigade had 
advanced on 17th, but had retired under Corps orders. The 17th 
Brigade was to attack on the right of the 18th Brigade. 

Brigade orders, issued at 4.50 a.m. to all units, stated that 
the 18th Brigade was to advance against the line La Vallee- 
Paradis; the 17th Brigade against Mont de Premesques—Peren- 
chies. The 1st East Yorkshires and Durham Light Infantry were 
to occupy the line Le Quesne-Wez Macquart, moving forward 
at 6 am. The East Yorkshires were to send patrols to 
Le Quesne and report to Durham Light Infantry by 6 a.m. whether 
that place was occupied by the enemy. Both Battalions were to 
advance against Paradis (East Yorkshires) and La Vallée (Durham 
Light Infantry) at 7 a.m. They were, however, warned that the 
operations were for the purpose of testing the enemy’s strength, 
“commit themselves irretrievably without 
further orders.” 

The Durhams were not ready by 7 a.m. and it was 8 o’clock 
before the advance began. At that hour the East Yorkshiremen 
(“ A” Company on the right and “ D” Company on the left) 
set out to capture the Paradis Ridge, on which the enemy had 
entrenched himself. Heavy fire met the Battalion as it worked its 
way forward, but by 1o a.m. “D” Company had secured the 
Ridge, “ A” Company being a little further in rear on the right. 
At 10.30 a.m. Major Young received a message from Brigade 
Headquarters: “ Division directs that we push forward our line 
to Ennetiéres-Capinghem, Durham Light Infantry are being 
directed on Ennetiéres. You will move on Capinghem keeping 


touch with both Durham Light Infantry and 17th Brigade, 
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Three Companies Sherwoods are being moved to Le Quesne, also 
battery howitzers.” These instructions were amplified a little 
later—the East Yorkshires, after taking Capinghem, were to push 
on to St. Martin and Vert Touquet. 

When the attack began at 2 p.m. the Battalion Diary states 
that little was known of the enemy’s position except that he was 
‘* somewhat about ‘C’ in Capinghem.” But “A” and “D” 
Companies, with “B” and “C” in the second line, advanced 
gallantly to the attack. 

It was not long before considerable opposition was experienced. 
The enemy was discovered in considerable strength and, as the 
17th Brigade (on the left) had not been able to advance in line 
with the 18th, hostile machine guns, firing in enfilade, poured a 
storm of bullets on to the East Yorkshiremen and casualties were 
severe. Nothing daunted, however, the Battalion pluckily worked 
its way forward and, when darkness fell, although Capinghem had 
not been taken, the line had been pushed forward to just west 
of that place and the men set to work to dig themselves in, with 
the West Yorkshires on their right and the 17th Brigade along the 
main road on the left. Here “C” Company stayed all night. 
“A,” “B” and “ D” Companies were relieved by the 1st West 
Yorkshires and withdrawn to billets in La Fleur d’Ecosse. The 
Durhams, who had taken Ennetiéres, were relieved by the Sherwood 
Foresters in that place. The day’s fighting had cost the Ist 
Battalion three gallant officers—Captain A. H. Wilson killed and 
Lieutenants J. A. Markham and J. A. Hartcup wounded, whilst 
in other ranks the losses were 12 killed, 52 wounded and 8 missing. 

No incident happened during the night 18th-19th, but in the 
morning, Battalion Headquarters, with “A,” “B” and “D” 
Companies, moved out of La Fleur d’Ecosse and made dug-outs 
on the rear slope of the Paradis Ridge, about 800 yards behind 
““C ” Company, who still held the front line. 

The 18th Brigade line was, however, very extended considering 
the weakened strength of all units, and on its right flank, where the 
16th Brigade held Radinghem, the Sherwoods at Ennetiéres 
were in a dangerous position; the Brigadier, therefore, was 
forced to push the line of the Sherwoods east of the village of 
Ennetiéres. 

So far as the East Yorkshiremen were concerned, the 19th 
was without incident. At night “ B ” Company and the Machine- 
gun Section took over trenches on the left of those occupied by 
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““C” Company. Rain fell heavily, but, save for frequent bursts 
of firing along the line of the 17th Brigade, the night passed 
quietly. 

On the 2oth October the German counter-attack began, and, 
in order to fully understand the part taken in the operations by 
the East Yorkshiremen, it is necessary to outline the position 
of the 18th Brigade at 8 a.m., when the enemy advanced. ‘The 
line held by the Sherwood Foresters ran from south of Ennetiéres 
and the eastern exits of the village, bending back towards the cross 
roads where the 1st West Yorkshires carried the line to the right 
of the rst East Yorkshires, who were west of Capinghem with their 
left flank resting about the cross-roads near Mont de Premesques ; 
at the latter place the East Yorkshires joined up with the Leinsters 
of the 17th Brigade. Radinghem, held by the 16th Brigade, was 
well back on right rear of the 18th Brigade. Thus it will be seen 
that the latter held a dangerous salient. 

The German attack, made in considerable force, and launched 
at 8 a.m., was almost immediately successful. On the left flank 
the Leinsters, of the 17th Brigade, were driven out of Premesques, 
which placed the left of the East Yorkshires in considerable danger. 
On the Leinsters calling for assistance Major Young ordered 
“*D” Company, under Captain Hind, to go to their support. 
A little later “‘ A’? Company (Captain Brown) was also despatched 
to help stem the German tide. These two Companies, with some 
of the Leinsters, were able to check the enemy’s advance towards 
the cross-roads at Mont de Premesques. ‘ D” Company then 
endeavoured to regain some of the ground lost, in the direction of 
Premesques, but came into contact with the Germans in great 
strength, and lost so heavily that for the remainder of the day the 
Company ceased to exist as a formed body. This attack was 
carried out with great gallantry. A subaltern (znd Lieutenant 
Mark R. Pease) was heard to shout to his platoon: ‘‘ Comealong, 
lads; it is a fine thing to die a hero!” This brave young officer 
was unfortunately killed. “A” Company, reinforced by a 
company and a platoon of Durhams, managed to hold its ground 
and beat off an attack, thus preventing the enemy making further 
progress. ‘““B” and “C” Companies, in the front trenches of 
the Battalion, were not attacked, but the whole line throughout 
the day was under very heavy shell-fire. 

About 5 p.m. Brigade Headquarters received a report that 
the enemy had occupied Ennetiéres and that the Sherwood 
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Foresters, after having fought all day with great tenacity, had been 
almost wiped out. The position held by the West Yorkshires and 
East Yorkshires was now precarious, for the enemy was south, east 
and north of the two Battalions. When darkness had fallen the 
situation was made even more dangerous by the retirement of the 
last two platoons of the Leinsters, which had been holding trenches 
at Mont de Premesques. Some men of “A” Company of the 
East Yorkshires made an attempt to occupy these trenches, but 
could not maintain themselves there, being too weak. 

Fortunately the enemy, who had suffered very heavy casualties 
during the day, made no further attempt to advance and, towards 
midnight, Major Young received orders to withdraw his Battalion 
to the line Chateau Hancardry, east of Marate Ferme. The 
Companies retired gradually, all wounded having previously been 
sent back, and subsequently the Battalion, moving via Rue du 
Bois, reached Bois Grenier in Divisional Reserve. 

Casualties on 20th were again heavy: Captain F. Hind and 
Lieutenants M. R. Pease and P. Clutterbuck were first reported 
missing, but later the two subalterns were numbered amongst the 
killed, whilst Captain Hind, who had been wounded and captured, 
died in German hands on 29th October. Lieutenant Coles and 
2nd Lieutenant Robson were wounded, and in other ranks the 
Battalion lost 3 killed, 81 wounded and 49 missing. A rumour 
that the 16th Brigade had been attacked took the East Yorkshire- 
men off to Le Touquet on the evening of 21st, but they were not 
required and returned to Bois Grenier. On the afternoon of 
22nd shells fell in the village and there was a hurried move by the 
First Line Transport further back and, in the evening, the 
Battalion moved to Croix Blanche, still in Divisional Reserve, 
returning to Bois Grenier at 3 p.m. on 23rd. Late that night, 
at 11.15 p.m., “C” and “ D” Companies (under Major Bogle) 
were sent up east of La Guernerie to support the Leicesters of the 
16th Brigade, who had lost a trench, but when the Companies 
arrived they found that the trench had been recaptured. At 
6.30 a.m. on 24th “ C ” and “ D ” Companies returned. 

At dusk on 25th the 1st East Yorkshires relieved the Leicesters 
in the front line, “ B ? Company taking over the trenches east of 
the Erquinghem-Armentiéres railway and in the angle formed 
by the railway and Rue du Bois, and “‘ A” Company from the 
railway to the left of the West Yorkshiremen. ‘‘D” and *C” 
Companies remained in support. The Durhams were on the left 
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of the East Yorkshires and the Buffs of the 16th Brigade on the 
right of the West Yorkshires. Two men were killed and five 
wounded on 25th. Heavy shelling on the 26th was responsible 
for two men being killed and seven wounded. On this day “C” 
Company relieved “ B” and ‘“D” Company relieved “ A.” 

At § a.m. on 27th the Battalion Diary states that a tornado of 
shells fell on the trenches occupied by “‘C ”” Company (1.¢., east 
of the railway), and immediately afterwards the Germans attacked 
but were easily repulsed. ‘Throughout the day the enemy violently 
bombarded the line and by nightfall one officer had been wounded, 
8 other ranks killed, 39 wounded and 1 missing. When darkness 
had fallen “‘ B ”” Company relieved “‘ C ” in the trenches. 

Another bombardment ushered in the morning of 28th, when 
at 5.30 a.m. the enemy first shelled the line heavily and again 
launched an attack against the line north-east of the railway. 
Creeping through the ruined houses, he got in behind the 
trenches occupied by the Durhams, who vacated the line. The 
enemy followed up, but coming upon a support trench®* lined by 
East Yorkshiremen, was repulsed and fell back and occupied 
the Durhams vacated trench. A counter-attack was organised 
immediately consisting of ““C” Company and two platoons of 
“A” Company of the East Yorkshires. 

' It is unfortunate that the record of this gallant affair is so 
brief and colourless, for the attack was completely successful. 
The East Yorkshiremen advanced on the Germans and drove 
them out of the trench they had captured, back to their own lines, 
inflicting on them heavy losses, over 200 of the enemy being 
accounted for. Moreover, the Battalion kept its own positions 
intact and, although heavily shelled throughout the day, hung on 
until relieved in the evening by the North Stafford Regiment, 
when it marched back to L’Armée and there billeted. But again 
success had been bought at a costly price, for Major W. E. 
Campion, Captain B. Lawrence, Captain E. W. Walker and 
Lieutenant H. S. F. Cosens were killed and Lieutenant N. V. 
Blacker was wounded ; 30 other ranks were killed, 40 wounded 
and I§ missing. 

In connection with this counter-attack on 28th October the 
following note is contained in the Battalion Diary: “ Message 


* Colonel W. H. Young, referring to the support trench, said: ‘‘ This was an 
ordinary field ditch into which, at Major Bogle’s request, and after I had seen the ground, 
I put a platoon in close support ; it saved the situation.” 
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received from Brigade that General Keir and General Pulteney 
have written to express their great satisfaction with the conduct 
of your Battalion both yesterday (27th) and to-day and to express 
their congratulations. 28.10.14.” Throughout the 2gth the 
Battalion remained at L’Armée resting and reorganising after 
the hard fighting it had gone through, and it was not until the 
night of 30th (at 7.10 p.m.) that the East Yorkshiremen marched 
out north-east, to Chapel d’Armentiéres, in Divisional Reserve. 
Here the Battalion remained until the close of the Battle of 
Armentiéres—znd November. 

No Battalion of the 18th Brigade had fought more gallantly 
than the East Yorkshires—their steadiness in a difficult situation 
was often praised, and their fine shooting frequently resulted in 
a bloody repulse of the enemy. ‘The counter-attack of 28th 
October, 1914, should long remain in the history of the Regiment, 
though it is but one incident amongst so many which came 
afterwards, 
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CHAPTER IIL. 


Of the Territorial, Service and Reserve 
Battalions. 


HE wave of enthusiasm which swept over the United 
Kingdom on the outbreak of war flooded every town 
and village of Yorkshire, and thousands of would-be recruits 
for the numerous Regiments which take their name from 
the county, borne on the tide of a wonderful patriotism, 
overflowed the recruiting centres, so that a few days after 

4th August, 1914, the authorities were perplexed as to how to 
house, clothe, feed and train the vast numbers of newly enlisted 
men. 

Beverley, normally a quiet town, where the 3rd Reserve 
Battalion of the East Yorkshire Regiment had its Headquarters, at 
once became the scene of great doings, and in a little while, in 
addition to the Barracks being full of reservists and recruits, 
large numbers of men were billeted in the town. 

On mobilization, the reservists responded splendidly to the 
call, and in a few days the 3rd Battalion moved from Beverley to 
Hedon, near Hull, where the men were billeted. Battalion 
Headquarters were established at Holyrood House. Lieut.-Colonel 
F. Strickland-Constable was in command of the 3rd Battalion, 
and at once set to work to train and prepare the men for service 
overseas. Strenuous indeed were those days, for work began at 
dawn and generally lasted until dusk. Parties of reservists and 
recruits were periodically sent to Hornsea for musketry courses. 
Very soon after war broke out, however, the War Office decided 
that the Special Reserve Battalions were not to go abroad but were 
to remain at home as “ feeding” battalions for those serving 
overseas. The first party of reinforcements—one officer and 
93 other ranks—left Hedon to join the 1st Battalion on the Aisne 
on 25th September, followed by a second party of one officer and 
56 N.C.Os. and men on 7th October. Thereafter, on 22nd 
and 26th October and on 1st and 8th November, drafts were 
despatched to fill gaps in the ranks of the Regular Battalion, whose 
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gallant men had made the supreme sacrifice for their country, or 
had been struck down by wounds or sickness. With all these 
departures and constant shuffling, work remained always at high 
pressure, and too often the splendid efforts of the Reserve 
Battalions in England are forgotten and thrown into the back- 
ground by the glories of the units fighting overseas. 

Like many other Territorial units the 4th East Yorkshires 
were in camp undergoing their annual training when war clouds 
first darkened the horizon. The Battalion, under the command 
of Lieut.-Colonel G. H. Shaw, had left Hull on 26th July for 
North Wales, where camp was pitched at Deganwy, Conway. 
A week was spent in camp, when the Battalion was suddenly ordered 
to return to Londesborough Barracks, Hull, where all ranks were 
temporarily dismissed to their homes. Two or three days of 
tense excitement followed and then came news of the declaration 
of war on Germany. The 4th Battalion was mobilized on 5th 
August, mobilization being completed in eleven-and-a-half hours, 
surely a record. Quietly that night the Battalion left Hull, 
marching out of the City and occupying defensive positions in 
South Holderness, where for some days much labour was spent in 
preparing earthworks. ‘To the 840 other ranks already belonging 
to the Battalion, 150 National Reservists were added and these 
were promptly enlisted, equipped and clothed. 

Similarly, the 5th ‘Territorial (Cyclist) Battalion, whose 
Headquarters were in Park Street, Hull, had been sent on mobiliza- 
tion to Louth, Lincolnshire, where the East Yorkshiremen patrolled 
all that part of the coast from Tetney to Skegness. In pitch 
darkness, for hours on end and, later, in the vilest weather, coast 
patrol was no light work, but it was necessary work and the 5th 
Battalion loyally and cheerfully performed its duties. Lieut.- 
Colonel Sir R. W. Aske commanded the Battalion. 

In August, 1914, the British Territorial soldier was, without 
exception, the finest volunteer soldier in the world’s armies. 
His training was excellent, his equipment good, and his enthusiasm 
unbounded. Voluntarily he gave up much of his spare time every 
week for drill, and most years he sacrificed his holiday for annual 
training in camp. He was the product of Lord Haldane’s brain, 
trained, equipped and turned out by the Territorial Association to 
which he belonged, and the C.O. under whom he served, ready to 
take the field whenever called upon. That call came quickly after 
mobilization, for soon it was seen that the British Expeditionary 
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Force in Force, though reinforced by units serving overseas, 
in the Colonies and by Dominion and Indian troops, would still 
be insufficient to stand against the huge armies of the Central 
Powers. ‘Towards the end of August, therefore, the Territorials 
were asked to volunteer for service overseas, their pre-war engage- 
ments binding them to serve only in Great Britain. To their 
everlasting credit they volunteered for service overseas almost to 
a man. 

After some days spent at South Holderness the 4th East 
Yorkshires moved north to Hummersknott Park, near Darlington, 
where they became a part of the 150th York and Durham Brigade.* 
Having regard to the fact that the Battalion had volunteered 
(and had been accepted) for service overseas, it became necessary 
to form a reserve battalion and early in September, the 2nd/qth, 
formed of H.S. men and those men classed unfit for foreign service, 
came into being, also at Darlington. About the middle of 
October, the 4th and 2nd/4th East Yorkshires moved to Newcastle 
as one unit, pending sorting out, etc., in November, 1914. 

In November, 1914, the 2/4th men were separated from the 
st/4th (as the latter was now called) and were sent to other billets 
in Newcastle, and the O.C. 2nd/4th, Adjutant, and Quartermaster 
and officers were returned to Headquarters, Londesborough 
Barracks, Hull (the administrative centre where recruits were 
enrolled and trained as far as was then possible). 

Meanwhile the “ Kitchener Armies ” had been formed. The 
British Government had issued orders for the formation of the 
first New Army on 21st August ; for the Second on 11th September 
and the Third on the 13th September, each Army was to be of six 
divisions. Each of these New Armies contained “ Service” 
Battalions (as they were called) of East Yorkshiremen, the Regiment 
finally contributing no less than seven (6th, 7th, 8th, roth, rith, 
12th and 13th) Battalions to the Kitchener’s Armies. The history 
of the raising and service overseas of these New Armies will for 
ever remain a monument to the memory of that great soldier— 
Lord Kitchener—after whom they were unofficially named 
“ K. I,” “ K. IL” and “ K. IIT.” 

With a prescience few possessed at that time, when war was 
declared, Lord Kitchener, Secretary of State for War, foresaw 
a lengthy struggle. His first thought was to draw still further 


* Formed of 4th East Yorkshire R., 4th and sth Green Howards and 5th Durham 
Light Infantry; the rsoth Brigade belonged to the soth (Northumbrian) Division. 
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upon the man power of the country, for although every Regular 
battalion and unit had been mobilized and every Territorial 
battalion had volunteered for service overseas, these forces were 
still insufficient to carry on the struggle against the huge Armies 
of the Central Powers. He appealed to Parliament for a New 
Army of 500,000 men and before the end of August, 1914, these 
had enrolled amidst scenes of the greatest enthusiasm. 

The 6th (Service) Battalion properly came into being on 27th 
August, when the first detachments arrived at Belton Park, near 
Grantham, to which place the C.O.—Lieut.-Colonel H. G. A. 
Moore—and Lieutenant and Quartermaster W. G. Bosworth 
had proceeded on 26th to arrange the new camp. The nucleus 
of the Battalion were N.C.Os. of Section ““D” of the Army 
Reserve and these men were invaluable in the formation of the 
new 6th Battalion. At short intervals, after the arrival of the 
first detachment, drafts arrived and soon the Battalion was up to 
full strength. 

The 6th (S) Battalion formed part of the 32nd Infantry 
Brigade, commanded by Brigadier-General H. Haggard, well 
known to all East Yorkshiremen, for he was for some time Adjutant 
of the Ist Battalion, and later commanded the 2nd Battalion. 
The 32nd Brigade was one of the three Brigades of the 11th 
Division. 

The Battalion was still under canvas (but with the expectation 
of moving shortly into huts) on 18th October, when the 11th 
Division was inspected by Lord Kitchener, who expressed his 
approval at the appearance of the men. By December the 6th 
East Yorkshires were comfortably settled in huts for the winter. 

The 7th Battalion, later renamed the 1st (Hull) Battalion, 
and finally the roth (S) Battalion, was raised in Hull in August. 
In a few days the strength of the Battalion was over 1,000. In 
its ranks were men from every profession and trade who had 
enlisted for the period of the war. Lieut.-Colonel A. J. 
Richardson, late 1st East Yorkshire Regiment, was in command. 
Headquarters of the Battalion were at Wenlock Barracks, Hull, 
and here training was actively carried on. On 6th October the 
strength of the Battalion was 1,062. 

To the 1st (Hull) Battalion belonged a signal honour, though, 
alas, of short duration. On 1oth November the London Gazette 
announced that Earl Roberts had been appointed Honorary 
Colonel of the 1st (Hull) Battalion, East Yorkshire Regiment. 


1914 , The “ Hull” Battalions. 23 
On 17th November the Battalion left Wenlock Barracks, Hull, 


for Hornsea, where it was accommodated that night in half-finished 
huts—an experience which none who survived the war will 
forget. 

The 8th Battalion, afterwards the 2nd (Hull) Battalion, and 
finally the 11th (S) Battalion was raised in Hull when its predecessor 
(the 7th) had reached full strength by Lord Nunburnholme. 
Like the 7th, its ranks were filled almost entirely from Hull and the 
neighbourhood. Recruiting began on 7th September and in three 
days it was almost up to full strength, with a total of 1,100 all 
ranks. Lieut.-Colonel J. L. Stanley was placed in temporary 
command of the Battalion, but on 24th September, he was 
succeeded by Lieut.-Colonel B. St. Clair-Ford, late East Yorkshire 
Regiment. Headquarters of the Battalion were established 
in the cricket pavilion, Anlaby Road, Hull, the officers and rank 
and file living either at their own homes or in lodgings in 
Hull and the neighbourhood. As with most Service Battalions, 
uniform at first was scarce and equipment non-existent. A few 
“D.P.”’ rifles were all the arms obtainable with which to drill the 
men. Nevertheless, training was carried on and very efficiently 
too, considering the disadvantages under which the Battalion 
laboured. Uniforms came to hand in November, and with some 
§00 rifles received during October, the Battalion took on a different 
appearance. 

In the meantime the 7th and 8th (Service) Battalions (distinct 
from the “ Hull” Battalions) had been raised. 
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On 15th September the first party of recruits for the 7th 7ru (S.) Bn. 


(Service) Battalion arrived at the camp, Worgret, Wareham, 
under the command of 2nd Lieutenant F. Carruthers, with 
Lieutenant and Quartermaster Howe, late Inniskilling Fusiliers. 
Three days later, Major C. Mackenzie Edwards, late Royal Berks 
Regiment, joined and took over command of the Battalion. 

Although somewhat short of instructors, the half Battalion 
got to work at once and by the end of the month additional men, 
with a proportion of N.C.Os., to the number of 648 had joined, 
making the 7th Battalion up to strength. 

The camp at Wareham was four miles from Wool and fourteen 
miles from Bournemouth. The men were under canvas and 
clothing and equipment were very scanty, only 400 “ D.P.”’ rifles 
being available for the use of some 1,205 officers and men. All 
ranks were keen, however, and entered with zest into their new life. 
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The 7th Battalion now formed part of the Soth Infantry Brigade, 
17th Division (Second “‘ Kitchener’s ” Army). 

The 8th (S) Battalion was first raised at Berkhamsted, Herts, 
by a draft of East Yorkshiremen from the Regimental Depot 
on Ist October, 1914. The C.O., Lieut.-Colonel L. C. Fryer, the 
Adjutant, Captain R. J. Ingles and the Quartermaster, Lieutenant 
R. Harwood, had arrived some days previously to make the 
necessary arrangements for the reception of the draft. On the 
3rd October a move was made to Halton Park Camp, Tring, 
where all ranks were under canvas. ‘Throughout October, drafts 
of N.C.Os. and men arrived and on 4th November a final party 
of 100 from the depot at Beverley joined, bringing the Battalion 
up to a strength of 25 officers and 1,092 other ranks. December 
found the Battalion housed in billets at Wendover, Ashton-Clinton 
and Weston Tervic, as part of the 62nd Infantry Brigade, 21st 
Division. 

In the meantime two other “ Hull ” Battalions, the 3rd and 
4th (subsequently renamed the 12th and 13th Service Battalions, 
respectively) had been raised. 

Recruiting for the 3rd Hull Battalion was begun in September, 
when the 2nd Hull Battalion had reached its establishment. In 
spite of stricter regulations regarding the standard of measurement, 
by the 7th October the Battalion had reached a strength of 
1,000. Lieut.-Colonel H. R. Pease (3rd Reserve Battalion, 
East Yorkshire R.) had been appointed to command the 
Battalion, with Captain J. W. Springhall as his Adjutant. Many 
old East Yorkshiremen were amongst the N.C.Os., all the company 
serjeant-majors having belonged to the Regiment. Headquarters 
of the Battalion were at Artillery Barracks, Park Street, Hull, and 
by the courtesy of the C.O., §th (Cyclist) Battalion, the Battalion 
was allowed to use the drill hall belonging to the Cyclists. The 
Battalion reached full strength during October and by the end 
of the year numbered 25 officers and 1,228 N.C.Os. and men. 

Originally composed almost entirely of Hull men, recruiting 
for the 4th Hull Battalion began at the City Hall on the morning 
of 16th November, 1914. The same afternoon sufficient men had 
been obtained to give them first instructions in drill. Recruiting 
proceeded very briskly and within a very short period the strength 
of the Battalion reached over 1,000 and a §th (Depot) Company 
came into existence. The organization of the Battalion was 


originally in the hands of Lieut.-Colonel J. Stanley, but on 30th 
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November, Lieut.-Colonel R. H. Dewing (late 76th Punjabis) 
was appointed to command the Battalion. Captain E. F. Twiss 
was Adjutant. 

Being the last Battalion of the East Yorkshire Regiment 
formed, “the 4th Hull” was somewhat unfortunate, having no 
habitation or home, and all kinds of devices had to be used to find 
orderly room accommodation, whilst the drill had to be carried out 
in a public square devoted to the sale of market produce, or long 
marches made to the nearest available fields. In spite of these 
drawbacks the progress had been rapid and continuous. The end 
of the year still found the Battalion in Hull. 

During December, the designations of the four “ Hull” 
Battalions were altered to that of ‘‘ Service” Battalions, thus the 
** ist Hull ” Battalion became the “ roth Service,” the “ znd Hull ” 
the “ rth Service,” the “ 3rd Hull” the “ 12th Service” and 
the “ath Hull” the “13th Service” Battalions. The four 
Battalions formed the 113th (Hull) Infantry Brigade of the 38th 
Division. 

The early months of the war were strenuous days indeed for 
the Depot Staff at Victoria Barracks, Beverley. Colonel G. H. M. 
Conran, who was C.O., was also in command of the 15th Recruiting 
Area. His second-in-command was Lieut.-Colonel C. F. Garnett. 
Major F. Pidgeon was Adjutant, and the Recruiting Officer, 
Major R. Saunders, R.A. Day and night the Depot knew very 
little rest, for at all times there were arrivals and departures to 
arrange. 

Thus, by the end of the year 1914 the East Yorkshire Regiment 
had raised the 6th, 7th, 8th, roth, r1th, 12th and 13th Service 
Battalions, which all saw active Service ina theatre of war overseas 
—a record of which the Regiment might well be proud.* 


* For further notes on the 3rd, 2'4th, 3‘gth, sth (Cyclists), oth, 14th, 15th, 16th, 
and 17th, and rst and 2nd Garrison Battalions, see Chapter XXVII. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Trench Warfare from the close of the Battle 
of Armentiéres to the Battles of Ypres, 1915. 


N the 1st November the Diary of the 1st East 

Yorkshire Regiment gives the strength of the Bat- 

talion as 14 officers and 735 other ranks, with Major 

W. H. Young in command. The Battalion was 

in billets in Chapelle d’Armentiéres, the better 

part of “B” and “C” Companies being billeted 
in a brewery. On the 3rd, about ro o’clock in the morning, 
shells began to fall in the town, and one eventually fell on the 
brewery killing 5 and wounding 23 men. The Battalion turned out 
hurriedly and marched off to near Armentiéres Station, moving 
forward again at 3.30 p.m. to relieve the rst West Yorkshires in 
the trenches. En route the Battalion halted in La Vesée until 
dusk when the march was continued to La Guernerie. 

The trenches held by the 18th Infantry Brigade at this period 
extended from west of La Houssoie in a north-easterly direction 
to the Boulogne-Lille Road. 

The position taken over by the East Yorkshiremen is given 
thus in the Battalion Diary: ‘‘ Took over from W. Yorks R. left 
of line about ‘R’ of Rue du Bois; trenches extended for about 
650 yards facing S.E. ‘D,’ ‘B’ and ‘C’ Companies in firing 
line, ‘A’ Company in support. Battalion Headquarters at last 
‘E’ of La Guernerie.” East of the Armentiéres-Wavrin 
railway the Rue du Bois ran on a line generally east to west 
for about 1,500 yards; west of the railway it gradually bent in a 
south-westerly direction towards Le Touquet. About two 
thousand yards of the Rue du Bois was fringed on either side by 
houses and cottages, most of which had small gardens. Only a 
few hundred yards of the eastern end lay in the German lines, 
but the enemy (as will be seen later) made full use of whatever 
buildings and trees afforded nests for his snipers, or cover for his 
machine guns. The country round about was flat, cut up by 
many roads, well-populated with villages, hamlets and farmsteads, 
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lacking in woods, but scattered plentifully with trees. It wasa 
portion of the Lys Valley, low-lying, damp and boggy in winter, 
the ditches which invariably bordered the roads often full of water. 

The trenches, such as they were, were mere excavations in the 
ground, hardly affording protection from rifle fire and none at all 
from shell fire. Compared with the well-constructed and elaborate 
trenches of the later stages of the War those of 1914 were primitive. 

The trenches taken over by the East Yorkshiremen consisted 
practically of only one line—the front line. Support trenches 
had been begun, but of reserve trenches there were none, and, 
indeed, as Colonel J. L. J. Clarke said: “‘ At this period there were 
no reserve troops to put in them had they existed,” for after nearly 
three months of warfare the Regular troops alone still held the 
British line. To their undying glory the British troops of the 
old Regular Army took care that the enemy should not know how 
thin was the line facing him. With marvellous tenacity they clung 
to their scanty trenches, fighting under the most appalling con- 
ditions, beating off attack after attack, living amidst wretchedness 
which often defied description, but with a wonderful cheerfulness 
and optimism which astonished the world. They stood in the 
trenches, at this period, their clothes caked with mud, filthy and 
verminous ; for weeks on end they had not been able to bathe, 
the greater proportion had not even taken off their uniforms which, 
in many instances, were stained with their own blood or the 
blood of their opponents. Worn clothing or equipment could not 
be replaced, broken or leaking boots had still to serve their owners 
until fresh issues came along; in all the glorious history of the 
British Army there cannot be found anything equivalent to the 
conditions under which officers and men fought in the early winter 
of 1914; nor in the military history of the Nations is there any- 
thing finer than the splendid optimism, the wonderful patriotism, 
and the glorious tenacity of the British soldier during the first 
few months of the War. 

For several days the Battalion was undisturbed save for the 
activities of hostile snipers. On 11th, Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. 
Armstrong arrived from India on promotion from the 2nd Battalion 
and assumed command. Shell and rifle fire was particularly heavy 
during the rith and Major B. W. Bogle and 5 other ranks were 
wounded. Major Bogle, records the 18th Brigade Diary, was 
“ the last Company Commander who came out as such with the 
Brigade.” About the middle of November the activities of both 
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sides increased. Sniping became constant; ruined buildings, trees, 
fences and hedges all being used as “‘ nests.” Both British and 
Germans had begun to push out saps from which the opposing 
trenches could be assaulted more easily, or which could be used 
for bombing purposes. Movement in the trenches became very 
much restricted and only during the night was it possible to work 
on the improvement of the defences. 

Winter had now set in in earnest. On 15th, rain fell heavily 
and soon the trenches held by the East Yorkshiremen were ankle- 
deep in mud. Two days later snow fell and slush increased the 
miseries of the front line. At night, however, there was a hard 
frost and everything and everybody who had been wet during the 
day became stiff as a board. 

On the rgth, Colonel Armstrong was wounded and Major 
Young again assumed command, until Major J. L. J. Clarke arrived 
on the following day and took over. 

It is not uninteresting to record the manner in which Major 
Clarke (in a manner typical during the War) assumed command of 
his Battalion. The narrative is given in his own words: “I 
walked on to La Vesée, where I was given a gorgeous tea by 
Captain Wood.* Horrocks (the Quartermaster), who was at the 
dressing station at the time, very kindly escorted me soon after 
dark down what we used to call the ‘ dog-leg’” road, past Dead 
Cow Farm, to Battalion Headquarters, which was in a dug-out 
constructed in a ditch on the enemy side of the Touquet Road. 
The ditch was fairly wide and had been deepened to about 7 feet, 
and constituted the support line to the nght Company. Here I 
found Major Young and Captain Anderson (Adjutant) and was 
soon made acquainted with the situation and state of affairs 
generally. In the dug-out we slept side by side on some straw 
on the floor, like sardines in a tin, while before dawn the Sergeant- 
Cook used to come up from La Vesée with bottles of hot tea 
which were most welcome. The next morning Young took me all 
round the trench system ; by now there were three short communi- 
cation trenches on our Battalion front, one on the right from our 
ditch to the right Company, another on the east of Dead Cow Farm 
and along a row of trees to the centre Company, while on our left 
another led to the left Company, passing on the right the graves of 
Campion, Lawrence, Walker and Cosens. The Battalion Machine- 


* Captain Wood, R.A.M.C., was the Battalion M.O.; his dressing station was at 
La Ves<e. 
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Gun Section was located in the left Company’s trench. Opposite 
this front the German line was from 150 to 200 yards and their 
rifle fire was continuous and accurate day and night, but as regards 
shell fire both combatants appeared to have reached a limit of 
ammunition power and to be restricted to a daily allowance. Of 
barbed-wire entanglement on our side there was as yet but little, 
and the ‘trench stores,’ which later became such an important 
feature of ‘static’ warfare, were but in their infancy. At the 
back of Dead Cow Farm a ruined out-house was used as the Bat- 
talion dump of stores and here, also, the Company handcarts came 
up at night, off-loaded rations and stores and mails and then 
returned to greater safety.” 

From 20th November to the end of the year the diaries con- 
tain no mention of any attacks on or by the enemy. The opposing 
forces were, in point of fact, too much occupied in keeping body 
and soul together amidst the horrible surroundings and filthy 
conditions in which they were forced to live and hold the line. If 
German snipers took toll of the Battalion, the latter returned 
the compliment, often with interest, for the British soldier was 
a better man with the rifle than the German. The principal fight 
during the closing weeks of 1914 was against the elements. Con- 
tinuous rain produced a state of wretchedness in the first line and 
support trenches impossible of accurate description. It required 
an extraordinary degree of fortitude to watch the parapets and 
traverses literally washed away by incessant rain, build them up 
again to be wrecked in a few hours and build yet again with similar 
results. Yet day after day, night after night, this sort of thing 
went on. Ankle-deep, knee-deep and even waist-deep in water 
and filthy mud, the men stood for hours, ever having to be on the 
watch for hostile snipers or signs of an attack. And when relief 
came they were nerve-wracked, aching in every limb, mud-caked 
and perhaps blood-spattered, after their terrible experiences. 
Under such conditions men almost forgot that there had ever 
been a time in their lives when they knew what comfort was. 
Life to them had become a thing of comparison, between the 
front line and the support line, the support line and the reserve 
line. The kind of existence they were now forced to endure 
bred in them a contempt for softer things ; war produced all that 
was primitive in them: wildness, savagery and—tenderness. 
Pain and suffering and anguish imbued in the British soldier 
in those early months of the War a spirit of endurance and patient 
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tenacity, wonderful in the extreme, but it was the fire of patriotism 
which kept his soul alive. 

Grispot (popularly known as ‘‘ Greasepot ””), La Vesée, Des- 
planque Farm, the flax mill in the neighbourhood of Tissages and 
the town of Armentiéres were billeting places for the 1st Battalion 
when out of the line. One tour, and the relief which followed it 
—that from 7th to 11th December—is worthy of record. On the 
evening of 7th the East Yorkshiremen relieved the 2nd Sherwood 
Foresters in the front line at Rue du Bois. ‘“ D”’ Company took 
over South fire trench running from the railway to (the Diary 
states) “ bottom of B. of Rue du Bois,” and “ B ” Company the 
Fast trench running from latter point to road through Rue du Bois, 
the left platoon of the Company being in a trench on the northern 
side of the road, echeloned in rear. “A” Company was in 
reserve, with two platoons on each side of the railway, and “C” 
Company, also in reserve, was near the railway. The night was 
particularly bad, heavy rain was falling and an inky blackness 
surrounded everything. But somehow the relief was completed. 
All night long the rain continued, parapets and traverses collapsed 
in many places and parts of the communication trenches were deep 
in mud and water. As dawn broke on the 8th the German snipers 
became active and the enemy’s trenches being only §0 yards away, 
It was necessary for everyone to “keep down.” Under such 
conditions, work in the trenches was not very satisfactory. During 
the night of gth—-1oth, the enemy was very busy sapping towards 
the trenches of the Battalion, and by the next morning he had 
pushed forward in one place to within about 30 yards of South 
trench, and in another to 20 yards from East trench. There was, 
however, one advantage in the closeness of the opposing trenches— 
they were very seldom shelled—each side being nervous of shelling 
its own troops. 

On the night of 11th-12th December the East Yorkshiremen 
were relieved : this relief lived long in the memory of those who 
took part in it. 

Heavy rain was falling when the C.O. of the relieving battalion 
and his Adjutant arrived at Major Clarke’s dug-out, their clothes 
dripping and sodden. Darkness had begun to fall and in a little 
while it was difficult to see even a few yards ahead. At 4.30 p.m. 
the relief began. The trenches by now were in an appalling 
condition, all being a mass of sticky mud through which men 
floundered and squelched their way towards the one and only 
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communication trench leading to the railway. This communi- 
cation trench, for some unknown reason (unless it was that at that 
period there was a certain belief that trenches of the kind were 
less likely to be hit by hostile shells and bombs, and therefore 
casualties would be less) had been dug somewhat narrower than 
usual, which gave rise to horrible complications. Both the 
relieved and the relieving troops were in heavy marching order 
and, in trying to pass one another, frequently got wedged against 
the sides of the trench and practically embedded in the sticky, 
greasy earth. The bottom of the trench was deep in mud into 
which many men sank over their knees and could not extricate 
themselves without the assistance of their comrades. To make 
matters worse the inconsiderate enemy kept up continuous and 
heavy rifle fire, making it very dangerous to move above ground 
before the railway was reached. So, cursing and swearing good- 
naturedly, soaked through and through and abominable to look 
upon (seeing they were caked and splattered with mud from head 
to foot) the East Yorkshiremen, after an eight hours’ struggle, 
emerged from the communication trench and trudged the three 
miles back to their billets in a large flax mill and jute factory N.W. 
of Armentiéres Station. It was about an hour after midnight 
before the Battalion was finally settled in, though stragglers 
continued to arrive up to 6.30 a.m. on the 12th. 

A fortnight out of the front line was now before the Battalion 
and, with the exception of one or two incidents, this “ rest ” period 
passed quietly. On the morning of 22nd December a fire broke 
out in the factory in which the East Yorkshiremen were billeted 
and soon the place was gutted. With the exception of a few rifles 
and some clothing the Battalion suffered little, though the British 
Government had to pay some £16,000 compensation. Of much 
more importance to the Battalion—so all ranks considered—was the 
introduction of hot baths, the first on an organised scale since arrival 
in France. On the 22nd December one half of the Battalion 
obtained hot baths at Erquinghem and the other half at Le Bizet. 
They were greatly appreciated and, followed by an issue of clean 
underclothing, they immediately became “ popular.” Fortune 
again favoured the East Yorkshiremen when Christmas Day arrived, 
for all ranks were permitted to eat their plum pudding away from 
the noise and danger and destruction of the front-line trenches. 

But on Boxing Day the Battalion was ordered to take over a 
new line of trenches east of Houplines, in what was known as the 
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‘“* Houplines Sector.” The relief took place at nightfall on 26th, 
the 18th Infantry Brigade relieving the 19th Brigade. The 
trenches taken over by the East Yorkshiremen ran from about 
500 yards N. of L’Epinette to about 300 yards N. of Pont Ballot— 
a ruined farm—east of Armentiéres. In this sub-sector the 
German trenches were nowhere closer than 300 yards. The 
trenches, on first taking over, were comparatively dry, but later 
they became water-logged and muddy and, as Colonel Clarke* 
said: ‘* The close of the fateful year 1914 found us still battling 
with the elements and the trenches were in a deplorable state, 
while as to the Germans, their sniping in this sector was considerable 
and took its daily toll, but of shell fire there was little.” 

During the first month of the New Year (on 16th January), 
the 2nd East Yorkshires (Lieutenant-Colonel M. J. Sweetman in 
command) arrived in France, having landed in England from 
India in December. 

On arrival in England the Battalion was posted to the 83rd 
Infantry Brigade of the 28th Division—a Division of well-trained 
troops formed of Regular units. The 2nd East Yorkshires were 
brigaded with the 2nd King’s Own, 1st K.O.Y.L.[. and the 1st 
- York and Lancaster Regiments. 

On Ist January, 1915, the 83rd Brigade moved from Hursley 
Park to billets in Winchester, and the only incident of note during 
their short stay in the ancient City was a review of the 28th 
Division held by H.M. the King on Fawley Down on 12th. On 
15th the 83rd Brigade (in Division) marched to Southampton and 
embarked for France. Havre was reached about midday on 16th, 
where all units disembarked. The 2nd East Yorkshires (strength 
26 officers and 968 other ranks), getting ashore without delay, were 
all ready formed up at Havre Station for entrainment by 5.30 p.m. 
Tt was, however, 9 p.m. before the Battalion was settled in the train 
in which, after a long night journey and an equally trying journey 
by day, the Battalion eventually arrived at Hazebrouck at 5.30 p.m. 
on 17th, where detrainment took place. That night the Battalion 
billeted in the Hospital, moving off from Hazebrouck at 9 a.m. 
on 18th. The new billeting area allotted to the Battalion (and 
the 83rd Brigade) was immediately west of Bailleul, and here the 
East Yorkshiremen arrived about 12.15 p.m., nocing billets 
provided for them in farmhouses and barns. 


* Major J. L. J. Clarke was gazetted Temporary Lieutenant-Colonel on 21st December, 
1QI4. 
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Throughout the remainder of January the Battalion remained 
in these billets, route marching, practising trench digging and trench 
reliefs, and gradually preparing for the strenuous times to come. 
But on the 1st February the Battalion moved by motor bus from 
Meteren to Vlamertinghe, proceeding by route march to Ypres. 
The 28th Division had been ordered to relieve a French division in 
the front line south of Ypres and south-east of Verbranden Molen, 
the 83rd Brigade being detailed to relieve and take over trenches 
from the 62nd French Infantry Brigade. In the Brigade Diary this 
line is described as lying 400 yards E. of St. Eloi to 300 yards N. 
of the Ypres-Comines Canal: total length 2,200 yards. 

Throughout the morning of 2nd February the 2nd East 
Yorkshires remained in support at Chateau Rosendael, but later 
in the day “C” Company proceeded to the Chateau Langhof 
and “ D” Company to dug-outs on the Canal bank, “A” and 
**B” Companies remaining at Chateau Rosendael. All Com- 
panies were hard at work on fatigue and shelled during the day ; 
no casualties are recorded, but the events of the next few days have 
a very different tale to tell ! 

Meanwhile, other units of the 83rd Brigade had relieved the 
French Brigade in a portion of the front-line trenches, and at night-. 
fall the 1st York and Lancs were on the right and the Ist 
K.O.Y.L.I. on the left, with two companies on the south side of 
the Canal. About 9.30 p.m., Colonel Sweetman received an order 
from Brigade Headquarters to send one and a half companies to 
relieve the French in the remainder of the front line. Accordingly, 
“* B ” Company (Captain L. G. Hill), 2 platoons of ** A ” Company, 
and the Machine Gun Section (2 Vickers guns under Lieutenant 
Ottley), the whole under the command of Major Powell (2nd in 
command), proceeded to the front line. The relief was duly 
completed about 1 a.m., the detachment taking over about 300 
yards of front on the left of the Brigade Sector, but the situation 
was an extraordinary one, for as the 83rd Brigade Diary 
states: ‘“‘ The enemy still occupied the centre of the line of 
trenches.”’* | 


® Known later as International Trench. Major H. F. Wailes adds the following note : 

“The French Commander, who had already carried out an unsuccessful attack on this 
particular portion of trench, wished to make another on the night of the rst-2nd in order 
to hand over the line intact. This latter attack by the French was also unsuccessful, 
and “‘ B” Company had to take over this part of the line with a pocket of Germans in the 
middle, separated from our men by stops which had been constructed across the trench 
on each side. 

“““B’ Company’s portion of the trench ran in front of the eastern edge of a fairly 
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In the afternoon of the 3rd, ““C” and “ D” Companies 
started to relieve the K.O.Y.L.I., and eventually late at night 
‘““C” Company went into the trenches north, and “ D ” Com- 
pany south, of the Yser Canal. Colonel Sweetman established his 
headquarters at Ferme Chapelle, but owing to all telephone wires 
being cut, communication with the front line was only possible by 
means of orderlies, a terribly slow process! Major T. R. W. 
Swettenham, with the other half of “A”? Company, remained in 
reserve at the Chateau Rosendael. Heavy rifle fire, which con- 
tinued all night, and occasional shell fire gave the Battalion some 
idea of what life in the trenches was like. ‘The first officer casualty 
to the 2nd Battalion in the war occurred on this night, 2nd 
Lieutenant H. J. Miller being wounded. 

The accompanying sketch map will help to make the operations 
of the 4th and §th February clear. 

Early in the morning of the 4th, the enemy attacked the left 
of the Battalion’s line and drove the 2 platoons of “‘ A” Company 
and “‘ B” Company out of their trenches; with enfilade fire the 
Germans succeeded in shooting down the Machine Gun Section 
and captured the guns, while the remainder, after the loss of 8 men 
killed, 28 wounded, and 13 missing, retired to some old French 
trenches 80 yards in rear. On receiving the news from Lieutenant 
Ottley (who had later got back to Battalion headquarters), the C.O. 
sent Major Powell to bring up the other 2 platoons of “A” 
Company and at the same time to report the situation to Brigade 
Headquarters. Major Swettenham with his half company arrived 
at Ferme Chapelle about Io a.m. to find that Colonel Sweetman 
had been summoned to Brigade H.Q. to see the Brigadier. Owing 
to reports having been received that small parties of the enemy 
had worked their way through the trenches between “ B” and 
““C ” Companies into the wood behind “ B’ Company’s new 
position, a Brigade order was issued at 4.30 p.m. for Colonel 
Sweetman to take Major Swettenham’s half company with 3 pla- 
toons of the King’s Own and clear up the situation in the wood by 


large wood (afterwards named Ravine wood, I believe). The ground was very low-lying 
and the trench as a result contained water which reached one’s armpits in many parts. 
The sanitary conditions were appalling, and the water in the trench contained several 
French corpses in varying states of decomposition. On the left and right of ‘B’ 
Company the ground was higher and the Companies had trenches which were able to be 
drained. The water-logged trenches and absence of bombs combined in making the 
problem of ejecting the enemy from what was known as ‘ International Trench’ a very 
difficult one.” 
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means of a night attack. This operation was duly carried out 
and the wood cleared as far as “ B’’ Coy’s. trenches, except for snipers 
who hid in odd buildings dotted about outside the wood; on 
completion of this task, the C.O. with all the men of “ A ” Com- 
pany that could be collected returned to Ferme Chapelle, leaving 
“ B ” Company to hold the left of the Battalion’s front. 

During the afternoon of the 4th, the Battalion suffered the loss 
of two valuable officers; an unlucky shell fell in ‘‘ C ’” Company’s 
trench, killing Lieutenant O. J. Addyman and so seriously wounding 
Captain O. C. Wilkinson that he died next day. 

In the afternoon of the §th, “‘ B ” Company was relieved by a 
company of the K.O.Y.L.I., and at about 4 p.m. arrived at the 
western end of the communication trench. After 64 hours of 
standing in water, in places well over their waists, the men had 
to be helped out of the trench and were mostly so stiff and cold 
that they could barely crawl ; eventually the company got back to 
the Chateau Rosendael, Captain Plimpton and many men having 
to be evacuated to the Field Ambulance with frost-bitten feet ! 

In the meanwhile plans were being made at Brigade Head- 
quarters for a night attack to be carried out against that 
portion of “ International Trench” still in occupation of the 
Germans. Colonel Sweetman was twice summoned to Brigade 
Headquarters in connection with this attack, the command 
of which was entrusted to him; his troops were to consist 
of “A” and “B” Companies, 2nd East Yorkshire (tem- 
porarily organized into one composite company), “‘ D” Company 
of the York and Lancaster, ‘A’ Company and the Machine 
Gun Section of the K.O.Y.L.I., and a detachment of R.E. 
with sandbags; an officer of the K.O.Y.L.I., who was 
supposed to know the ground, was detailed as guide. The 
force started off about 10 p.m.; progress was slow through 
the trees and tangled debris of old trenches, the left of 
the advance being kept on the communication trench; at 
midnight, when about 80 yards in rear of the line where the 
3 platoons of the King’s Own had dug new trenches, the force was 
deployed in attack formation and advanced in three lines for about 
150 yards without finding “ International Trench,” though there 
was heavy rifle fire from a trench on the left. Colonel Sweetman 
now decided to return to the original position of deployment and 
make a fresh reconnaissance; it was now about 2.30 a.m. and 
hitherto not a shot had been fired at his troops, but assisted by 
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their Verey lights, some German snipers in a two-storied building 
discovered the movements and opened fire, inflicting severe 
casualties; Major Swettenham was killed and Captain Wailes 
(Adjutant) wounded just as the C.O. was on the point of ordering 
a fresh advance; at this juncture a message was received from 
Brigade Headquarters to stop the attack and withdraw the force 
before daybreak, relieving troops of the 85th Infantry Brigade 
being on the way up. Colonel Sweetman very reluctantly had 
no option but to comply, and so the attempt to recapture 
“International Trench ” ended in failure. The way that “ B” 
Company managed to carry through that night’s operations was 
deserving of the highest praise; they had had to turn out at 
10 p.m., only § hours after relief, and all ranks were in a state of 
extreme exhaustion, none more so than their gallant commander, 
Captain Hill. The force, less the company of the York and 
Lancaster, which was left in the line, returned to Ferme Chapelle 
by 4 a.m. on the 6th, at which hour Colonel Sweetman reported 
the situation to Brigade Headquarters. 

At 5.30 p.m. on 6th, the Battalion, less “‘ D ” Company, left 
Chateau Rosendael and marched to Vlamertinghe, arriving at 
9.30 p.m., the men being utterly exhausted and only able to 
crawl along the road, where officers and men were accommodated 
in wooden and canvas huts situated on the Vlamertinghe-Renning- 
helst road. ‘ D”’ Company arrived about 10 a.m. on 7th, having 
been relieved on the previous evening, and marched to the Infantry 
Barracks, Ypres, where the night of the 6th-7th was spent. The 


whole of the 83rd Brigade had now been relieved by the 85th Brigade, _ 


In the forenoon of 8th, Major H. H. Powell assumed command 
of the Battalion, vice Lieut.-Colonel M. J. Sweetman, and Lieu- 
tenant H.C. R. Saunders took over the duties of Adjutant. On 
the gth February, Major W. F. Sweny, the Royal Fusiliers, arrived 
and took over command from Major Powell. 

Between the 11th and 15th February there is nothing to record, 
but the Battalion took over the front line again on the evening of 
the 15th. 

The 16th was a quite day—a calm before a storm—for at 
5-20 a.m. on 17th there was a rumbling and then a sudden roar— 
a mine had been exploded by the enemy. 

The mine had been fired below the southern point of B. 2,* 
forming a crater 25 feet from top to bottom and blowing in a 

* These trenches were lettered “A,"’ “B,"" “C” and * D.” 
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portion of the end of the trench. The garrison of this portion 
of the trench were either all killed or stunned, and some men were 
buried by the debris. ‘Taking advantage of the confusion, the 
Germans rushed the trenches, entering from the crater on both 
sides, afterwards building ramps upon both sides of the crater. 
They were now in possession of the southern loop in the trenches 
and the houses commanding the Ypres Road and adjacent trenches 
—in all a gap of about 180 yards. 

A. 1 sector of the line lay on the immediate right of B. 1 and 
was commanded by Captain Trimble, who at once sent forward 
supports from A. 2, then held by the King’s Own Regiment. 
Lieutenant Harford, K.O.R., with one platoon set out at once, 
while Lieutenant Jebb of the same Battalion took another platoon 
up to B. 3. Both these young officers set to work to reconnoitre 
the position and find out the exact position of the enemy. The 
reports speak in glowing terms of these two subalterns, and state 
that: ‘“‘ These two officers showed great enterprise and deserve 
the highest recognition of their services, which undoubtedly led 
to the prompt recapture of the position.” For recaptured it was 
and with the greatest dash by the 2nd East Yorkshires and the 
King’s Own working together. 

The investigations of the two young officers completed, so 
that the flanking troops—“ A” and “ B ”—might know what to 
do, Captain Hill asked for the rest of the supports from “U ” 
trench to be sent up to A.1 and B.1. ‘This was done with the 
exception of one platoon kept back at “‘U ” to fill sandbags and 
support if required. 

By 8.50 a.m. the enemy had been held and it was possible 
to pass from A to B sectors of the trench, but a counter-attack 
to recapture the position was in preparation. A machine gun 
from B. 3, which had been brought up to a barricade at the western 
end of B. 3, did good work, until an unlucky shot from the enemy 
penetrated the water jacket and rapid fire had to be discontinued. 
Meanwhile the local reserves at Toulerie were preparing 400 hand 
grenades and 200 sandbags and had received orders to move up 
in readiness to repair the damaged trenches and assist generally. 

The counter-attack by “ A”? Company of the King’s Own was 
timed to take place simultaneously from A. and B. 3 trenches, 
but the two young officers who had made a close investigation of 
the enemy‘s position strongly recommended an attack from the 
western (or A.) trench with the bayonet, supported by fire from 


1915 Gallant Young Officers. 39 


B. 3. It was therefore necessary to concentrate the assaulting 
troops in A. 1, but this was not an easy matter. 

At 11.30 a.m. the attack began. While Lieutenant Harford, 
of the King’s Own, gallantly led the assaulting troops from A. I 
through a communication trench, all the while under close fire 
from the enemy, Lieutenant Jebb (K.O.R.) and the East Yorkshires 
from B.3 covered the advance, Jebb himself hurling grenades 
on the enemy, whilst the men kept up a rapid fire on the Germans. 
Just before B.1 was reached, Lieutenant Harford was killed ; 
but the party he had so gallantly led rushed on down the trench, 
over the debris, and their determination evidently inspired the 
Germans with fear, for, without waiting to dispute possession of 
the crater, they turned and fled. A few were captured, but the 
majority escaped through the crater, which, unfortunately, pro- 
tected them from fire as they withdrew. Moreover, many other 
Germans in the trenches adjoining the crater turned and ran also, 
but their flight could not be reported soon enough, for communi- 
cation was difficult. 

Sandbags were immediately brought up by the local reserves 
and a sap across the top of the crater to command the German 
approach was begun. Many German dead (about 25) were seen 
and 2 wounded, and 4 unwounded prisoners were taken, besides 
many rifles and hand-grenades. 

Considering the difficulty of the task, the casualties were 
comparatively light, but the losses compared with the size of the 
attacking force were heavy. Of the 2nd East Yorkshires, Captain 
L. G. Hill and Lieutenant D. Campbell, R.A.M.C., were killed, 
and 4 other officers were wounded ; in other ranks, the Battalion 
had lost 31 killed,-35 wounded and 4 missing. Captain Hill was, 
unfortunately, killed when the position had been almost cleared 
of the enemy; he had done splendid work in preventing the 
enemy from spreading after gaining their first footing, which 
undoubtedly they had hoped to do, as they crammed over 150 men 
in the small piece they took. Captain J. B. O. Trimble, who was 
amongst the wounded, had done very good work in B. 1 and A.1 
trenches. It is obvious from these casualties that the counter- 
attack was met by very heavy fire as it advanced.® 


® This affair is known to the 2nd Battalion as ‘‘ The Zwarteleen Action.” 2nd 
Lieutenant S. W. Ginn did excellent work preparing and throwing hand-grenades from 
the left of B.1 trench, which undoubtedly prevented the enemy spreading to the B.t trench: 
it was while so employed that he was wounded. 
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After darkness had fallen on 17th the East Yorkshires handed 
over the front-line trenches to the King’s Own Regiment and moved 
back to the support trenches. During the evening congratulations 
were received by the 2nd East Yorkshires and King’s Own from 
the Brigadier, Divisional and Corps Commanders. ‘The Divisional 
Commander (General Bulfin) wired: ‘‘ Congratulations on 
excellent results, as I always expected.” 

The Battalion was relieved on 21st February and marched 
back to hutments in Vlamertinghe. 

On 26th the 2nd East Yorkshires took over trenches near 
Zillebeke, and on the 27th, about 3.40 p.m., the parapet of B.2 
was blown away by the enemy’s trench mortar, but was at once 
repaired by a platoon of ““D” Company. Further attempts 
during the afternoon to blow down other portions of the trench 
were similarly met by the determined efforts of the Yorkshiremen, 
who built them up again.* 

The 83rd Brigade was relieved on 1st March and marched back 
to Vlamertinghe. Having been placed temporarily under the 
command of the sth Division, the Brigade on 7th took over a line 
of trenches which are described as running “from road Wulverghem- 
Messines to a point 350 yards N. of road Wulverghem-Wytschaete, 
connecting with 14th Brigade on our night and 3rd Division 
(85th Brigade) on our left.”” The 2nd East Yorkshires took over 
trenches 14.B, 15 and 14.B and 1§ support trenches from the 
1st Welch Regiment at 2.30 p.m. The kind of existence passed 
by the 2nd East Yorkshires in the Wulverghem sector from the 
7th March to early in April was similar to that passed by the 
Ist Battalion, farther south at Houplines. One entry, however, in 
the Battalion Diary of 18th March is worth recording: ‘“ Patrol 
consisting of Sergeant Parkes and Private Ottwell to ascertain 
whether mine was being laid, went to enemy’s trenches and, to 
avenge death of two men killed earlier in the day, threw hand- 
grenades into them.” 

On 2oth 2nd Lieuts. G. C. Tate (wounded on 18th) and H. D. 
Payne died of wounds. Casualties in the 2nd Battalion for the 
month of March totalled 4 officers wounded (2 died of wounds), 
11 other ranks killed and 48 wounded. 

The Battalion left Bailleul on 3rd April for Westoutre, where 


® The Diary of the 2nd Battalion on the last day of February, 1915, gives the total 
casualties sustained since arrival in France: 5 officers killed, 5 wounded ; 73 other ranks 
killed, 132 wounded and 17 missing. 
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several days’ rest were spent before proceeding on the gth to the 
front line near Zonnebeke, previously occupied by 146th French 
Regiment. These trenches ran from the S.E. corner of Polygon 
Wood to Noordemhoek and were in very bad condition, undrained 
and communication trenches too shallow ; they were insufficiently 
traversed and the parapet in places not bullet proof. The first day 
in the line cost the Battalion 5 other ranks killed and 7 wounded. 

The 2nd East Yorkshires held the right sub-sector of the 83rd 
Brigade line, the 3rd Monmouth Regiment the centre, and the 
1st York and Lancs. Regiment the left. The Battalion was in 
touch with the 27th Division on the right and 1st York and Lancs 
Regiment had French troops on their left. 

The 83rd Brigade Diary for 9th April has an interesting foot- 
note: “ During the day the enemy threw a note into our trenches 
written in French asking the recipients to join with them against 
England, etc., thus showing they were not aware of the relief.”” The 
2nd East Yorkshires were relieved by the K.O.Y.L.I. on the rath 
and proceeded to billets in Ypres, glad to obtain even two days’ 
respite from such an “ unhealthy ” spot. 

Meanwhile the rst East Yorkshires in the Houplines sector had 
been passing through what had become a somewhat monotonous 
existence. 

For weeks on end the Battalion had spent alternate tours in the 
front line, in support, or in rest billets, but always there was some- 
thing new to learn—the use of hand-grenades, rifle-grenades, 
trench mortars, the fine handling of rifles fitted with telescopic 
sights, new systems of digging trenches and making dug-outs, the 
laying of field mines, fresh defence schemes to carry out and perfect, 
offensive actions to be thought out for the testing whenever an 
opportunity occurred, and through all an ever-watchful eye to be 
kept on the enemy. So that that quiet period in the Houplines 
sector was not altogether unfruitful, indeed, it was a period of what, 
for a better term, might be called active inactivity. Fortunately 


casualties were small, for when they became numerous men became 
‘restive and “ saw red,’ which gave rise to feelings which some- 


times ended in such actions as that described as taking place on 
18th March in the Wulverghem sector, when an N.C.O. and a 
private of the 2nd Battalion had gone across No Man’s Land and, 
because of the loss of two of their comrades, threw bombs into the 
German trenches, thereby exhibiting that adherence to the 
primitive law of “‘ an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth,” 
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which so often showed itself in France and Flanders throughout the 
long years of the War. 

On the roth March, whilst the Battle of Neuve Chapelle was 
in progress farther south, the rst Battalion (with other Battalions 
in the line) was ordered to open bursts of rapid fire by platoons. 
Other methods of simulating an attack were carried out and in 
certain parts of the line had the desired effect, t.c., that of prevent- 
ing the enemy sending reinforcements to the main area of attack. 

The Battalion lost a gallant young officer (Lieutenant R. T. F. 
Scott) on 16th, who was shot through the head as he was sitting 
on the firestep of his trench. He was the first officer killed since 
the previous November, and his death was felt deeply by his 
Company and the Battalion generally. 

On 27th March, Lieut.-Colonel J. L. J. Clarke was confirmed 
in his appointment to the command of the Ist Battalion. 

About this period officers from the New Armies began to arrive 
in France and Flanders on what was popularly known as “‘ Cook’s 
Tours.” These officers were attached to units in the line for 24 
hours in order to obtain an insight into trench warfare. Thus it 
came about that on 5th April, Lieut.-Colonel C. Mackenzie- 
Edwards (commanding 7th East Yorkshire Regiment—a service 
Battalion of the Regiment) arrived at Colonel Clarke’s Head- 
quarters, and there he saw how, in all its tragedy and comedy, 
sordidness, and yet its influence on the ennobling of character 
through pain and suffering, trench warfare was carried on. 

Towards the end of April orders came to hand which relieved 
the monotony of four months in the same sector, by a move 
(though only a “ side step ””) to another part of the line a little 
farther north. 
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THE BATTLES OF YPRES, 1915. 


GRAVENSTAFEL RIDGE. 
22nd—23rd April. 


LREADY, in April, 1915, the Ypres Salient had 

acquired an evil reputation. Night and day the 

guns of the opposing forces, accompanied by the 

rattle of musketry and the nerve-wracking “ tat- 

tat-tat”’ of machine guns, boomed almost inces- 

santly. Peace had forsaken the plains of Flanders, 
now traversed by line after line of dirty, muddy trenches, pock- 
marked by shell holes and huge craters, often deep in filthy water. 
Farmhouses and cottages were mere bare walls, blasted, broken 
and tumbled by shell fire; every tree had been shorn of its 
branches, the naked stumps bearing witness to the awful holo- 
caust through which they had passed and were continually 
passing. 

Ypres, the ancient city which had born witness to the history 
of Western Europe for at least nine centuries, was now a place of 
death and desolation and a mass of ruins, though as yet the Cloth 
Hall, that marvel of medieval architecture, had defied utter 
destruction. About the streets, but ghosts of their former selves, 
starving dogs whined. No traffic, but the hurried tramp of troops 
anxious to get away from such a horror-stricken place, or the 
rumbling of gun carriages, “‘ G.S.”’ wagons, or ambulances, over the 
cobble stones disturbed that grim and awful loneliness. Every 
thing, or everyone, alive in Ypres lived beneath the ground in 
the deep cellars, or strongly constructed dug-outs. During 
daylight, loiterers in the market place or ruined streets walked 
hand-in-hand with Death; only when darkness had settled 
over the tortured city, and movement could not be observed by 
the enemy, were the roadways peopled by troops moving up 
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to the front-line trenches, or marching back after relief to Vlamer- 
tinghe or Poperinghe. 

Such was Ypres, its glories gone for ever! 

From the Menin Gate in the eastern walls of the city two main 
roads ran, first through the British and then the German lines, 
one (the most southerly) by way of Hooge and Gheluvelt to Menin, 
and the other through Verlorenhoek, Frezenberg and Zonnebeke 
to Broodseinde. From the northern exits of the city three more 
roads, the first through St. Jean, Wieltje and St. Julien to Poel- 
capelle, the next from La Brique to Langemarck, and the third 
from Kaaie (a northern suburb of Ypres) to Pilkem, passed through 
the trenches of the opposing forces. The Gravenstafel Ridge, 
which gave its name to the first of the Battles of Ypres, 1915, lay 
between Zonnebeke and Poelcapelle, and from two to three 
thousand yards west of the Passchendaele Ridge. Two canals, 
the Yser running N.W. and the Ypres-Comines Canal running 
S.E. from Ypres, formed the northern and southern boundaries 
of the Salient. 

Looking out from the eastern ramparts of the city whichever 
way one turned there seemed an almost endless series of earthworks 
and successive lines of trenches, leading from the low-lying ground 
to the Ridge beyond. The gaunt skeletons of Sanctuary, Glen- 
corse and Polygon Woods lay on either side of the Ypres-Menin 
road. And another feature of the battlefield was the Ypres-Roulers 
railway, which cut the Menin road west of Hooge, in the neighbour- 
hood of Hell Fire Corner and ran in a north-easterly direction about 
600 yards south of Frezenberg, 400 yards north of Zonnebeke, 
south of Passchendaele, thence to Roulers. There was also 
another railway, north of Ypres, the Ypres-Staden railway, which, 
running in a north-easterly direction from the city and on the 
western banks of the Yser Canal, crossed the latter just east of 
Boesinghe through the northern outskirts of Langemarck to Staden. 

The official despatches state that on the evening of 22nd April 
the Allied line, holding the Ypres Salient, ran from left to right as 
follows: “‘ From Steenstraate to the east of Langemarck as far as 
the Poelcapelle road, a French Division. Thence, in a south- 
easterly direction towards the Passchendaele-Becelaere road, the 
Canadian Division. Thence a Division (28th) took up the line 
in a southerly direction east of Zonnebeke* to a point west of 


* A map in the General Staff Diary of the 28th Division on 22nd April shows the line 
as follows :—Battalions in the front line in order from right to left—1st K.O.Y.L.I., 
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Becelaere, whence another (27th Division) continued the line 
south-eastt to the northern limit of the Corps on its right.” 

Some days previously (the relief has already been referred 
to) the 28th Division had taken over the Becelaere-Zonnebeke 
line, occupied by French troops and, after the relief, the British 
troops had found the defences anything but adequate. 

The 2nd East Yorkshires were in “A” MHutments at 
Vlamertinghe, “ resting,” when the great gas attack began.t 

In the meantime, on 17th April, the 1/4th (Territorial) Bat- 
talion, East Yorkshire Regiment§ (150th Brigade, 50th Division) 
had landed at Boulogne and was even then engaged in moving up 
to the training area allotted to the Division. The Battalion 
(strength on landing, 29 officers and 1,023 other ranks) was com 
manded by Lieut.-Colonel G. H. Shaw. 

On the 18th Apmil the 1/4th entrained at “ Pont de Briques ” 
Station and arrived at Bavinchove (en route for Cassel) about 8 p.m., 
where the Battalion billeted. At 10.30 a.m. on the 19th the Terri- 
torials marched to billets east of Steenvoorde and on arrival, 
about 2.45 p.m., the men were soon s¢ttled in farms and barns. 

About Io p.m. on the night of the 22nd, sudden orders were 
issued to concentrate at Battalion Headquarters and be prepared 
to move in motor buses. 

The evening of the 22nd Apmil will long be remembered by 
those who were serving in the Ypres Salient in the spring of 1915. 
The snow and frosts of winter and the heavy rains had given way 
to better conditions and the seas of mud were fast drying up, 
though, in places, some of the trenches were still water-logged. 
A steady light wind was blowing from the north-east and so far 
as the weather was concerned there was a promise of fine days 
and nights bringing comfort to those who had passed the winter 
months in the Salient amidst appalling horrors. 


3rd Monmouth, 2nd King’s Own, 1st Suffolks, 12th Londons, 1st Welch, 2nd East Surreys, 
3rd R. Fusiliers. The right flank of the first-named Battalion rested on the south-east 
corner of the Polygon Wood, while the left flank of the last-named Battalion lay almost 
on the Passchendaele-Wieltje road. The 3rd R. Fusiliers and 2nd East Surreys were right 
on the Gravenstafel Ridge. 

t The south-zest is probably meant. 

1 Casualties from gth to 21st April were: other ranks—killed 15 ,wounded 38. 

§ From November, 1914, to 17th April, 1915, the 4th East Yorkshires had spent their 


training period at Newcastle, putting in a great deal of hard work and strenuous labour 


in preparing for service overseas. On 11th January the Battalion wae reorganised from an 
eight-company to a four-company basis. In February, 1915, the Battalion officially 
became known as the 1/4th. 
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The guns of the opposing forces had been busy during the day, 
but nothing unusual happened until shortly before five o’clock 
in the evening when, by the increasing roar of the enemy’s artillery 
away on the left, it was evident that the French troops on the 
northern flank of the Canadians were undergoing a very heavy 
bombardment. 

Shortly after § p.m., aircraft and artillery observers reported 
that a thick yellow-greenish cloud of what appeared to be smoke 
was floating from the German trenches between Langemarck and 
Bixschoote across No Man’s Land and in the direction of the 
French Division; then followed heavy and prolonged rifle and 
machine gun fire. Yet a little while and, just before 7 p.m., 
down the roads leading back from the forward areas and from 
across country, there came a terrified, galloping mass of French 
artillery and transport. Behind these followed, more slowly, 
but as quickly as their tortured bodies and tottering legs would 
permit, crowds of coughing, gesticulating and gasping Africans 
(Territorials), their faces discoloured, their eyes starting from their 
heads, some tearing at their tunics to let the air get to their throats ; 
many had fallen to the ground writhing in awful agonies. The 
yellow-greenish cloud was asphyxiating gas of so virulent a type 
** as to render,” the official despatches stated, “‘ the whole of the 
line held by the French Division . . . practically incapable of any 
action at all. It was at first impossible for anyone to realise 
what had actually happened. The smoke and fumes hid every- 
thing from sight, and hundreds of men were thrown into a comatose 
or dying condition, and within an hour the whole position had 
to be abandoned together with about 50 guns.” No troops in 
the world could have stood against such a treacherous and 
altogether unexpected onslaught. 

The retirement of the French Division, followed closely by 
the enemy, who swept on to the very banks of the Yser Canal, 
capturing the bridge at Steenstraate and some works south of 
Lizerne, uncovered the left of the Canadian Division which was 
thus exposed to a serious attack in flank which, if successful, might 
have resulted in the cutting off of the British troops occupy- 
ing the Salient east of Ypres. But in spite of the danger to 
which they were exposed, the Canadians held their ground 
with magnificent tenacity and courage. To these splendid 
troops belongs the honour of averting what might have been a 
disaster. 
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The Canadians were supported in their gallant resistance with 
great promptitude by the reserves of the British Divisions (28th 
and 27th) holding the Salient, and by a Brigade which had been 
resting in billets. 

The General Staff Diary of the 28th Division states that all 
reliefs ordered for the night of 22nd-23rd April “ were cancelled 
and reserve troops were ordered to ‘stand by’ ready to move. 
The 2nd Buffs and two companies of the 3rd Middlesex in St. Jean 
took up a position astride St. Jean cross-roads facing north, and 
were ordered to entrench, while the other two companies of the 
3rd Middlesex were ordered to secure the pontoon bridge one- 
and-a-quarter miles north of Ypres on both banks of the Canal. 
The 8th Middlesex, less two companies, were ordered to move to 
the huts one mile west of Ypres and the 1st York and Lancs Regi- 
ment was ordered from the huts to reinforce the troops at St. Jean. 
The whole of the troops in, and in the neighbourhood of, St. Jean 
(about three-and-a-half battalions) were placed under the orders 
of Colonel Geddes of the Buffs.” The 28th Divisional Narrative 
then states that: ‘‘ Colonel Geddes’ detachment, together with the 
2nd East Yorkshire Regiment, was placed under the Canadian 
Division by order of the Vth Corps.” 

These moves took place immediately as it was known that the 
French had retired and that the left of the Canadian Division 
was exposed to a flank attack. 

The 2nd East Yorkshires, however, did not move from the 
hutments at “ A” Camp until late that night, the record in the 
Battalion Diary reading as follows: ‘6.30 p.m. 22/4/15, Ypres. 
Battalion ordered to ‘ stand to’ at 6.30 p.m. in consequence of the 
Germans having broken through the line held by the French Army 
near St. Julien. Marched to Brielen and bivouacked in field during 
the night.” Brielen lies some 2,500 yards N.E. of Vlamertinghe 
and west of the Yser Canal, and here the 2nd East Yorkshires 
apparently spent what remained of the night of 22nd-23rd and 
part of the morning of the latter date, for in a report on the action 
of Colonel Geddes’ detachment (by Captain Crichton*) the 
following reference to the Battalion occurs : ‘‘ About midday, news 
was received that the East Yorkshires were on their way across to 
come under Colonel Geddes’ command and were being ordered to 
Wieltje. Orders were sent back to them to remain for the present 


* Captain Crichton was Staff Officer to Colonel Geddes, whose Headquarters were at 
St. Jean. 
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at St. Jean, Wieltje at that time being very heavily shelled, and 
there was little or no cover there.” 

The 2nd East Yorkshires, the 1st York and Lancs Regiment and 
the 3rd Monmouths had been formed into a Composite Brigade 
under the command of Lieut.-Colonel A. D. Geddes (commanding 
the Buffs) and lent to the Canadian Division. 

The line held by the Canadians and the troops which had been 
hurried forward to support them on the 23rd April ran approxi- 
mately as follows: Along the southern portion of the line from 
a point about three miles N.W. of Broodseinde, there had been no 
change. From the above points, however, the line bent sharply 
back in a south-westerly direction from St. Julien—Oblong Farm— 
Canadian and Hampshire Farms—Just S. of Turco Farm— 
Fusilier Farm—S. Swaanhof Farm. At Io o’clock that morning 
connection had been finally ensured between the left of the 
Canadian Division and the French right, about 800 yards east of 
the Canal, but this entailed the maintenance by the British 
troops of a much longer line than that which they had held 
before the gas attack on the previous night. The British line, 
moreover, was now a sharper salient, east of Ypres, subjected to 
enfilade fire from south, east and north, an extremely dangerous 
position. 

On Sir John French pointing out to General Foch (then 
commanding the French troops in the Salient) the dangers to 
which the British troops were exposed, the latter said it was his 
intention to make good the original line with large French reinforce- 
ments then on the way up. In the meantime he asked Sir John 
to maintain his present positions, which the British Commander- 
in-Chief agreed to do, stipulating that if the line was not re- 
established within a limited period he could not allow his troops 
to remain longer in the exposed position they had been forced 
to occupy. 

The East Yorkshires and York and Lancs Regiment of Colonel 
Geddes’ detachment had received orders to attack the enemy in 
conjunction with the 13th Brigade on the left, the right flank of 
the Brigade and left of the Detachment meeting on the Ypres- 
Pilkem Road. On the right of Geddes’ Detachment two bat- 
talions of the 27th Division had been ordered to co-operate with the 
former. It was 4.10 p.m. when the 2nd East Yorkshires debouched 
from their trenches for the attack. The Battalion went forward 
with two companies forming the firing line and supports and 
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two companies as extra supports, each company on a two-platoon 
frontage. ‘Though his Battalion numbered only 640 rifles, Colonel 
Sweny was ordered to occupy a 500-yards front. 

All accounts agree that the East Yorkshiremen went forward 
to the attack in a manner which did great honour to the Regiment. 
“* All ranks,” said the C.O. in his report to Divisional Headquarters, 
““ showed the most absolute indifference to fire and casualties, 
advancing splendidly under their officers.” The Battalion Diary 
states that: ‘* The attack was carried out with great energy and 
dash.” 

Spurred on by feelings of detestation and indignation at the 
enemy’s disregard of the rules of warfare in using asphyxiating 
gas, and accounts of the horrible death occasioned by its noxious 
fumes, the British troops advanced with grim determination 
across the dread space between the opposing lines. But now, 
as they went forward bravely and gallantly enough, machine-gun 
and rifle bullets tore their ranks, whilst the hostile shell fire was 
terrific. The 2nd East Yorkshires, already weakened in numbers, 
struggled on valiantly, but officers and men were falling fast and 
when about 100 yards from the enemy’s trenches so few were left 
that it was impossible to go farther. Portions of the line had, 
indeed, succeeded in getting within 30 yards of the Germans, but 
even had the survivors of the whole Battalion reached the enemy’s 
trenches they could not have held them, so few were there left. 
And so the order was given to retire. Creeping from shell hole to 
shell hole and taking whatever sparse cover presented itself, the 
East Yorkshiremen fell back, all but one small party. This party, 
under the command of a very gallant N.C.O.—Corporal Hall— 
for some unaccountable reason did not receive the order to retire. 
He and his men had dug themselves in some 30 yards from the 
enemy and were probably lying as close to Mother Earth as their 
equipment would allow, or else were crouching low in their excava- 
tions, when the remainder of the Battalion was withdrawn. And 
so Hall and his comrades hung on. They clung to this position, 
gallant fellows as they were, all that night and throughout the 
next day and following night. For 48 hours, without food or 
water, this little party of East Yorkshiremen maintained them- 
selves within talking distance of the Germans, and then at last 
after dusk on 25th, finding themselves isolated and without orders, 
they also retired, rejoining their Battalion in the reserve trenches 
at St. Jean. Little wonder that towards the end of the narrative 
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in the Battalion Diary, these words occur: ‘‘ Superb courage 
was employed throughout by all ranks.” From a Regimental point 
of view the courage and tenacity of Hall and his comrades was 
for all time a splendid and inspiring example of devotion to duty. 

The general results of the attack, though disappointing, as 
regards gain of ground, nevertheless, checked the Germans and 
enabled reinforcments to be pushed forward. 

From dusk on 23rd to dawn on 24th the survivors of the 2nd 
East Yorkshires were employed in carrying the wounded to the 
various dressing stations. ‘Terrible indeed were the losses sus- 
tained by the Battalion. Lieut.-Colonel W. F. Sweny, Major 
C. P. Berthon and 7 other officers were wounded. Four officers 
had been killed—Captains K. T. Woodmass and Tatham and 
2nd Lieutenants F. W. S. Hubbert and S. Haswell. One officer— 
Lieutenant Z. A. Turton (3rd Norfolk Regiment, attached 2nd 
East Yorkshire Regiment), who is mentioned in the Battalion 
Diary as “‘ missing,” was also afterwards reported “killed.” In 
other ranks, 41 were killed, 256 wounded and 72 missing. Only 
7 officers and about 280 other ranks reached the reserve trenches 
at St. Jean, where they reorganised, Major H. H. Powell taking 
over temporary command. Until the morning of 28th April the 
Battalion remained in the reserve trenches at St. Jean, often shelled 
heavily and always losing more men. But at I1 a.m. on that date 
relief came and the worn-out East Yorkshiremen moved back to 
“* A” hutments N.W. of Ypres, though, in crossing over the Yser 
Canal, they came again under heavy shell fire and lost four more 
men wounded and one missing. 


THE BATTLE OF ST. JULIEN. 
24th April-4th May. 


In the meantime the Territorials—the 1/4th Battalion, East 
Yorkshire Regiment, had been going through their baptism of 
fire. It will be recalled that the Battalion, on the night of 22nd 
April at 10 p.m., having reached Steenvoorde, received sudden 
orders to concentrate at Battalion Headquarters and be prepared 
to move in motor buses. All that night the Battalion bivouacked 
on the Battalion alarm post—a field near Headquarters. At 
12 noon on 23rd the motor buses arrived and, packed “‘ 23 in and 
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24 out,” the Battalion moved off to Poperinghe. From the latter 
village the journey was continued on foot to “ A” Camp, between 
Vlamertinghe and Ypres. The booming of the guns became ever 
more audible as the Battalion neared its destination, and the 
crowds of refugees along the roads were pitiable signs of what war 
was meaning to the Belgians. At 4 p.m., white with dust and 
with parched throats, the 14th marched into Vlamertinghe and, 
passing through the town, reached a field containing many wooden 
hutments—the famous “Camp A.” As soon as possible the 
Battalion settled in and soon all ranks were fast asleep. But at 
1.40 a.m. on 24th the Territorials were turned out again—Battalion 
Headquarters had received sudden orders to march and hold the 
east bank of the Yser Canal ; the 150th (York and Durham Brigade) 
had been placed at the disposal of the Cavalry Corps (Second Army). 
Later, orders were received placing the whole of the infantry of the 
goth (Northumbrian) Division at the disposal of the Vth Corps, the 
1'4th East Yorkshires being attached to the 13th Infantry Brigade 
(sth Division). In darkness the Battalion set out for the eastern 
bank of the Yser Canal: ‘The march to our line was a queer 
one. We knew not where we were going, nor what to, and the 
men’s anticipations were not brightened by seeing a dressing station 
in a very busy state. We crossed over a pontoon over a small 
canal—a piece of the Yser Canal but not actually it. The banks 
were very high and we were on the further one which commanded 
the other side. It was provided with trenches and dug-outs and, 
after much scrambling in the dark and moving further down and so 
forth, we got into our position, holding partly some dug-outs and 
partly atrench. This was about 2 or 3 in the morning of the 24th. 
When day broke we found that there was an old, small factory 
with a chimney on our right and several cottages and farms still 
occupied along our front. Ypres on our right hand and the 
French line to our left front. There were some Canadian Scottish 
in the factory who kindly gave the men some beef and tea.’’* 

The position taken up by the 1/4th was about 1,000 yards north 
of Noordhofwijk and in the neighbourhood, but west of (seeing that 
the Battalion was along the Canal bank) Pond Cottage. In front 
of the Territorials and stretching away to the right was the 
Pilkem-Ypres road which, every now and then, the enemy shelled 
with shrapnel and high explosive. Some of the shells passed 
over the road bursting on the Canal bank and four men of the 

* Captain B. M. R. Sharp, 4th East Yorkshire R. 
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1/4th were wounded—the first casualties suffered by the Battalion 
in France or Flanders. 

At 10 a.m. orders were received at Battalion Headquarters to 
march to Wieltje. The Battalion therefore recrossed the Yser 
and the pontoon bridge and, moving down the western bank of the 
Canal, marched out along the Wieltje road through St. Jean until 
a point a few hundred yards N.E. of 27th Divisional Headquarters 
at Potijze Chateau was reached. Here the 1/4th dug in, the time 
being about I p.m. The men were by now very tired and thirsty 
and their discomfiture was heightened by the fumes and smoke from 
a Canadian battery firing from a small wood in front of the Battalion. 
About 3 p.m. further orders were received at Battalion Head- 
quarters which stated that a counter-attack was to be made by the 
Canadians and other battalions and the 1/4th East Yorkshires were 
to be moved up in support of the attack. So at 3.45 p.m. the 
Territorials moved forward towards Fortuin in support of the 
4th Green Howards. The enemy’s shell fire was increasing in 
violence and the 1/4th, having reached the small wood from which 
the Canadian guns had been firing, were glad to take shelter whilst 
awaiting orders. ‘“‘ We thought we were in for it,” said Captain 
Sharp; “ the noise was terrific and our artillery shelled from each 
position they took up before they could get going. How the 
wood escaped I don’t know, it was a trying time for our chaps. 
The Germans kept shelling a hamlet on a road to our front with, 
I should think, their 8-in. howitzers, an appalling thing, and very 
soon nothing was left of it. ‘The fumes from the shells blew over 
us and got into one’s eyes and were very unpleasant. It was now 
about § o’clock and still no news and nothing to do.” 

But very shortly afterwards the Battalion received orders to 
attack. The 1/4th went forward in artillery formation, in line 
of platoons, two platoons of “ D” Company, led by the C.O. 
(Lieut.-Colonel Shaw) in front. On reaching the neighbourhood 
of Bridge House, just south of the Wieltje-Gravenstafel road, 
the Battalion swung to the north towards St. Julien. Heavy rifle 
and machine-gun fire now swept the ranks of the Battalion, whilst 
hostile shrapnel was bursting all along the line of the advancing 
troops. ‘Then came heavy howitzer shells right amongst us 
which burst and made neat round holes about 30 feet by Io feet 
and threw up tons of muck when they hit a field. We were in 
small columns and sections and more than once sections were blown 


over by these hellish things. They were systematically spread 
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over our advance and the men never faltered but went on and on— 
a splendid sight—they did magnificently, hungry and tired and 
weary tho’ they were.”’* First at 950 and then at 500 yards rifle 
fire was opened by the East Yorkshiremen on the enemy, but it 
seemed to have little or no effect on the latter. Eventually the 
Battalion came upon a road in the line of advance and took advan- 
tage of whatever cover it offered. ‘‘ No fire from the direction 
of Fortuin,” records the Battalion Diary, “‘ had during this time 
been heard and no Canadians seen.” 

In “ The Snapper” for May, 1915, an officer of the 1/4th 
East Yorkshires gives his story of the advance of his Battalion, 
and the death of the gallant Commanding Officer—Lieut.-Colonel 
G. H. Shaw. “The men behaved,” said this officer, “ as if they 
were doing an attack practice in peace. It was marvellous. They 
went on in such a way as if they’d done it all their lives. Nothing 
stopped them. As soon as it (the attack) developed we were met 
by high-explosive shells and stinkpots. Everyone bobbed, then 
on again. I accompanied the C.O. He and I had reached an 
infernal area when something happened and he never rose again. 
He was shot through the head by a sniper. I can’t express my 
feelings. Then a hell of a machine-gun fire swept the place. All 
I could do was to lie ‘ doggo ’—as small as possible. When it 
was over I went on and found two platoons of ‘C ’ Company who 
couldn’t advance further. An order then came down to stay 
where we were till dusk. The enemy’s fire ceased and we, after 
some time, collected up and returned to trenches. Poor Farrell 
was shot through the heart close to me, and SBSH TEARS in the 
body and he died on the way back.” 

The trenches to which the East Yorkshire Térritoriale returned 
were at Potijze, the Battalion arriving about 2 a.m. on 25th April. 
“‘T slept in a cowhouse,” said the anonymous contributor to 
“The Snapper,” ‘‘ with bedfellows of all regiments.” 

The next morning (it was a Sunday) the 1/4th East Yorkshires 
were ordered to take over some support trenches in the “ G.H.Q.” 
line. These trenches are described in the 1/4th Battalion Diary 
as follows: ‘‘ Moved to a line of trenches (the 2nd line) south of 
Potijze and running parallel to the Potijze-Zillebeke road and 
just on east side of it. Our left was at a point I.10.C (Map 28) 


* From the private diary of Captain B. M. R. Sharp, 1/4th East Yorkshire Regiment 
(T.F.) 
t Captain Bede Farrell. t Major C. E. Theilmann. 
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and our right about $00 yards south of the railway level crossing.” 
Apparently the position occupied by the Battalion ran from Hell 
Fire Corner on the Ypres-Menin road southwards to the neighbour- 
hood of Gordon House. Under heavy shell fire the Territorials 
had made their way to these trenches: “‘ I was on the cross roads 
arranging things when a shell burst, flooring about a dozen. I got 
a whack on the head, C. Easton* ditto, Morrillf (Capt.) on the leg, 
the Sergeant-Major on the neck, and poor Ferrandt (C.S.M.) one, 
etc. JI, with four others, got into a ‘ Jack Johnson’ (shell hole) 
and stayed there two hours before I could get out. Every time 
we tried, swish came a shell.’’§ 

Throughout the day the 1/4th was shelled continuously, but 
at night, about 9 p.m., orders were received to move north again 
to a line of trenches to the east of Potijze Chateau. When these 
orders were received both officers and men of the Battalion were 
endeavouring to settle themselves in for the night. But eventually 
they were “turned out” and, footsore and weary and almost 
worn out, they trudged back to Potijze “‘ to go into some more 
trenches or perhaps the same line on the right of the road.” They 
were “just getting told off into them when we received some 
further orders to go back to rest huts (“ A’ Camp, west of Ypres). 
We fell in and off we went, being well ‘ shrapnelled.’ I saw a mule 
blown right in two; the rest was a nightmare, through Ypres, a 
true city of the dead with its indescribable and horrible smells, big 
shells plumping everywhere. Thro’ it we went and arrived 
‘beaten hollow’ at H.11.B.” (the “ Rest”? Camp). The time 
was about 2 a.m. on 26th. - Two days were spent by the East 
Yorkshire Territorials in Camp “ A ” and then orders were received 
to take over trenches east of Fortuin. Immediately Company 
Commanders set out to reconnoitre the position: ‘“ O.Cs. Com- 
panies hied them there with their 2 N.C.Os. at dusk, through that 
hell on earth by now strewn with dead animals and bits of every- 
thing imaginable in the way of equipment, thro’ St. Jean, now 
utterly destroyed and slightly more objectionable than even 
Ypres, Church gutted, graveyard shelled and a heap of coffins 
and shattered headstones. The toth Brigade (4th Division) to 
which we were attached|| had H.Qs. here—a cottage sandbagged 

* Both Major Easton and Captain Easton were wounded but “‘ remained at duty.” 
t Captain Mormill was twice hit. 1 C.S.M. Ferrand was killed. 
§ From “ The Snapper.’ 


|| The Battalion Diary states that the 14th East Yorkshires were attached to the trth 
Infantry Brigade (4th Division). 
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round—and the shots from a Battery of ours just touched the 
tops of the trees as we passed. We found our ‘ dump ’ and by and 
by our trenches occupied by the 5th D.L.J. Sorry trenches they 
were, freshly made, very bad, narrow, with scarcely any traverses, 
nothing at all behind and only ‘ funk’ holes for shelter. Having 
reconnoitred them we went back and awaited the arrival of the 
Battalion.”* 

With the 4th Green Howards the Battalion had marched out 
of “ A” Camp at 7.45 p.m. (28th) to take over the line of trenches 
which followed the St. Jean-Passchendaele road, roughly from Spree 
Farm through Fokker Farm to east of the cross roads at Graven- 
stafel. The 1/4th East Yorkshires took over the left of the line, 
about 700 yards, having on their left troops of the 11th Brigade: 
the 4th Green Howards were on the right, with the Somerset Light 
Infantry on their right. The relief was completed by midnight, 
but not without loss—Lieutenant S. H. Hellyer and 5 other ranks 
killed and 11 other ranks wounded, all by shell fire. Apparently 
it was difficult to get all the men into the scanty trenches, and 
whilst another platoon was waiting to go into the line a shell fell 
and burst amongst the officers and men, wounding Captain B.M.R. 
Sharp and 11 other ranks. | 

About 9.30 p.m. on 29th orders to move, which the Battalion 
Diary describes as “‘ of a most complicated nature,” were received. 
Two Companies with machine guns were to join the Rifle Brigade 
and two Companies the Hants Regiment. The latter held the 
extreme right of the line, with the Rifle Brigade on their left. The 
line from Spree Farm to east of Gravenstafel was held by four 
battalions and the East Yorkshiremen were to take over the right 
and right centre of this line. Presumably it was evident to the 
C.O. that it was impossible to carry out these orders, for the Diary 
states that endeavours were made to get these orders cancelled. 
Before this could be done the London Rifle Brigade (Territorials) 
arrived to relieve the East Yorkshires, who perforce had to hand over 
their trenches. The Battalion then moved off to the right and 
arrived at the trenches of the Rifle Brigade and Hants Regiment 
about 1 a.m. on 30th, only to find that orders for the relief had been 
cancelled: these two Battalions, to which two other Battalions of 
Territorials were attached, had therefore no room in their trenches 
for the East Yorkshiremen. ‘The latter were now in a predicament. 
To return to their original trenches was impossible. They therefore 

* Captain Sharp. 
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moved into some support trenches (the only place which offered 
any prospect of shelter) running from Hill 37 to about 4o yards on 
the western side of the Zonnebeke-St. Julien road. This position 
was, however, one of extreme danger, for it was open to enfilade 
fire, and the Territorials were hardly settled in their trenches when 
the enemy’s guns opened fire on them ; they were also fired on from 
the S.E. and taken in rear. But somehow the Battalion hung on all 
day until darkness had fallen and mercifully hid them from the 
enemy’s observers. Both Major Easton and Captain Dibb had 
been wounded. At 9.30 p.m. “C” and “ D” Companies joined 
the Hants Regiment and ‘‘ A ” and “ B ” the Rifle Brigade. The 
C.O. of the latter ordered ‘* B ”? Company to remain in support in 
its present position, though the Company was moved from the 
left of the line to the trenches just west of the road. Throughout 
the Ist, 2nd and 3rd of May the 1/4th East Yorkshires remained 
in this position, subjected all the while to heavy hostile shell fire. 
On 2nd May Lieutenant C. H. Judge* was wounded ; on the 3rd 
Lieutenant J. Rishworth was killed, Captain Easton, Lieutenants 
A. Farrell, F. N. Saxelbye,t Westrope and Slack were wounded ; 
other ranks casualties on Ist, znd and 3rd totalled 33 killed and 
58 wounded. 

By the 3rd May the French not having made good their original 
line, Sir John French ordered a retirement of the British troops, 
who had been holding on to a very dangerous salient, to the new 
line which ran approximately just east of Zwarteleen, Hooge, 
Wieltje, Pilkem. The heavy casualties suffered by the East 
Yorkshire Territorials on 3rd were during another violent attack 
delivered under cover of very heavy shell fire against the northern 
portion of the salient, but the Germans were again driven back with 
very heavy losses. At 10.30 p.m. that night the Territorials, 
having previously buried their dead and as far as possible evacuated 
their wounded to dressing stations, began to retire on Pottenhoek, 
just north of Vlamertinghe. ‘The roads were very congested with 
troops of all units carrying out their retirement orders, and it was 
not until 4 a.m. on 4th May that the tired and worn-out East 
Yorkshiremen reached their destination. But about noon the 
enemy’s shell fire turned them out of the bivouacs, and the Battalion 
moved still farther back to an old A.S.C. supply depot on the north 
side of the road to Poperinghe, near Brandhock. On the 4th the 
Battalion was settled in billets in Steenvoorde. 

* Died of wounds 17.5.15. t Died of wounds 1.5.15. 
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In every way the East Yorkshire Territorials had upheld the 
proud traditions of the Regiment in their first battle with the 
enemy. Under the severest tests they had splendidly carried out 
their orders, or at least had gallantly tried to do so, and their 
behaviour under fire was steady and most soldierly. 


THE BATTLE OF FREZENBERG RIDGE: 
8th-13th May. 


Since the evening of 22nd April, when the Germans had launched 
their first gas attack, the enemy’s guns had scarcely ceased pounding 
the new and hastily dug trenches occupied by British troops. 
Many guns had been lost during that initial attack, and the volume 
of Allied artillery fire was in marked inferiority to that of the 
Germans, who had at their disposal an unlimited supply of ammu- 
nition. Thus, in the face of a vastly superior artillery bombard- 
ment, put down almost unceasingly, and often accompanied by 
gas attacks, it was impossible for Sir John French’s sorely tried 
troops to dig efficient trenches or properly reorganize their line. 
It was in these circumstances that the Battle of Frezenberg Ridge 
began on the morning of the 8th May, and Sir John thus described 
the opening phase: “ A violent bombardment of nearly the whole 
of the Vth Corps* front broke out at 7 a.m. on the morning of 
the 8th, which gradually concentrated on the front of the Division ” 
(the 28th Division) “ between north and south of Frezenberg. 
This fire completely obliterated the trenches and caused enormous 
losses. The artillery bombardment was shortly followed by a 
heavy infantry attack, before which our line had to give way.” 

It will be remembered that the 2nd East Yorkshires, worn out 
and greatly depleted, having suffered heavy casualties, had retired 
on the night of 28th April to hutments in “A”? Camp near Poper- 
inghe. Here the Battalion rested until the evening of 2nd May, 
when orders were received to go forward again to some new trenches 
which the Battalion Diary describes as being near Frezenberg. 
In these new trenches the East Yorkshiremen worked hard all 
night, knowing well that as soon as dawn broke they would be 
shelled unmercifully by the German guns. But apparently before 


* Of the Second Army; the Vth Corps, consisting of the 1st Cavalry, 3rd Cavalry, 
4th, 27th, 28th and soth Divisions. 
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dawn on 3rd May* the Battalion marched to Polygon Wood in 
reserve to the Canadian Division. Here they remained till about 
4 p.m., when they were suddenly marched off to support the 11th 
Brigade, but were not involved in any action and returned at II p.m. 
Heavy shell fire from dawn to dusk characterised the 4th May, 
during which the East Yorkshiremen clung to their position, 
expecting at any moment to be hurried forward to help repel an 
attack. Their excavations (they could not properly be called 
trenches) were in very bad condition ; they were full of water and 
only about 2 feet wide. There were no dug-outs in them or 
communication trenches. 

The 5th was a day of torture: at 5 a.m. the German guns 
opened on the 83rd Brigade (and apparently along the whole line) 
and soon part of the trenches were nothing but a mass of tumbled 
earth. For seven hours (until noon) the bursting of shells and 
the destruction of the defences went on and then slackened off. 
But at 2 p.m. another equally violent bombardment opened and 
continued until 5 p.m., during which the enemy’s infantry advanced 
to the attack. On the right the enemy got within 100 yards of the 
trenches but was then driven off, whilst on the left he advanced 
“from 3,000 to 6,000 yards” but was similarly held up. Some of 
his troops, however, succeeded in entrenching themselves within 
300 yards of the East Yorkshiremen. The Brigade Report states 
that the Germans fired gas shells into the trenches of the East 
Yorkshiremen during the afternoon. The casualties suffered during 
that day were 10 officers wounded,t and in other ranks the Battalion 
lost 35 killed, 134 wounded and 6 missing—a heavy toll indeed ! 

On 6th, the 2nd East Yorkshires were relieved by the 3rd 
Monmouth Regiment and moved to G.H.Q. line at Potijze. 
On this day two more officers (znd Lieutenants J. Kyle and F. W.C. 


* “On this date the disposition of the 83rd Brigade was as follows: In trenches, 
Ist K.O.Y.L.I., 2nd King’s Own, 3rd Monmouth Regiment. At Verlorenhoek, ready to 
occupy the Frezenberg Line, two companies each of 2nd East Yorkshire Regiment, rst York 
and Lancs Regiment, 5th King’s Own. In Polygon Wood, having been working overnight 
on the Frezenberg Line and now sheltering in the wood owing to lack of accommodation 
in the Verlorenhoek dug-outs, two companies each of 2nd East Yorkshire Regiment, 
1st York and Lancs Regiment and sth King’s Own. At 4.30 p.m. the 2nd East Yorkshire 
Regiment was placed at the disposal of the rth Brigade (4th Division) and marched from 
the dug-outs at Verlorenhock about 8 p.m., but returned by midnight without having 
come into action."—Extract from Report by Brigade-Major, 83rd Brigade (28th Division) 
on 16th May, 1915. 

t Captain F. H. Sasse (d-of-w 9.5.15) Captain G. S. A. Douglas, Captain W. B. 
Broadley, Lieutenant F. G. Prichard (d-of-w 9.5.15), 2nd Lieutenants R. F. Simmett, 
T. F. Smith, A. F. Cemery, S. W. Ginn and G. A. Stevenson (d-of-w 9.5.15). 
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Hinings) and 9 other ranks were wounded by shell fire. Through- 
out the 7th the Battalion was held in a continual state of readiness 
—a nerve-racking experience especially to tired and worn-out 
troops, but the tension was somewhat relieved during the evening, 
when the East Yorkshiremen were sent up to dig support trenches 
behind the Frezenberg line. Casualties for the day were one 
officer (2nd Lieutenant R. C. Fish) wounded, 4 other ranks killed, 
8 wounded and 6 missing. 

At 2 a.m. on the 8th the Battalion returned to the G.H.Q. 
line, but at 10 a.m. was again sent up to support the 3rd Mon- 
mouths, who had been driven out of their trenches, the right of 
which rested on the railway south of Frezenberg and the left just 
south of the Frezenberg-Ypres road. The2nd King’s Own on the 
left of the Monmouths had also been driven back some 400 yards 
to a line of support dug-outs. 

Desperate indeed was the situation. The enemy’s guns, which 
at 7 a.m. had opened a violent bombardment along the whole of 
the Vth Corps, continued until 8.30 a.m. to pound the British 
line with merciless fury. His infantry advanced to the attack at 
the latter hour but were driven off. Again the ruthless bombard- 
ment opened, followed by another advance of the German 
infantry against the sorely tried British. And again the attack 
was repulsed. After a third furious bombardment and a third 
attack pressed with great vigour (about 10 a.m.) the Monmouths 
and King’s Own, by now terribly weak, were forced to give ground 
as already stated. It was then that the 2nd East Yorkshires were 
moved up to support the remnants of the former Battalion. At 
that moment the Battalion numbered only 7 officers and 221 other 
ranks: shell and rifle fire had indeed played havoc with the 
Battalion, now but a skeleton. Never, indeed, did the pluck and 
endurance of the British regular soldier shine more gloriously than 
in the Second Battle of Ypres, and surely on the 8th May his courage 
was put to the hardest possible test, for there is nothing more 
trying to a soldier than a succession of orders, carried out under 
heavy shell and rifle fire, to advance and retire, and that is what 
happened to the 2nd East Yorkshires and other units of the 28th 
Division on that day of trial. 

On receipt of orders to support the Monmouths the East 
Yorkshiremen set out on their difficult task. They went forward 
gallantly, but at 1,000 yards met with severe opposition and were 
ordered to retire to G.H.Q. line and there hold on at all costs. 
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It appears from the 83rd Brigade Report that only part of the 
East Yorkshires advanced, for at 11.10 a.m. an order was issued to 
the C.O. to stand fast in the G.H.Q. line, and the Commanding 
Officer had to send an order to that portion of the Battalion which 
had advanced to retire. At 11.30 a.m. the East Yorkshires, with 
the §th King’s Own, were once more ordered to advance and occupy 
the original line of trenches from which the 2nd King’s Own and 


- 3rd Monmouths had been driven. But together the two Battalions 


which had been ordered to retake the lost trenches could only 
muster 550 officers and men and again the advance was held up, 
the East Yorkshiremen and 5th King’s Own taking shelter in some 
trenches running west of Verlorenhoek. Moreover, the Germans 
were seen coming on in force. Next, the trenches of the King’s 
Own, some 300 yards on the left of the East Yorkshires, were 
captured by the enemy. 

About 3 p.m. the remnants of the 2nd East Yorkshires (now 
commanded by Captain Hopkins) retired to the G.H.Q. line; 
here, with the 1st K.O.Y.L.I., 2nd King’s Own and 5th King’s 
Own, all greatly depleted, they were found by the Brigadier who, 
about 4 p.m., sent them forward again with orders to support an 
attack then in progress by the 1st York and Lancs Regiment and 
3rd Middlesex. Of this advance the Battalion Diary records: 
** Held up by Germans 1,000 yards away. Held on to the ground 
all day and entrenched by night. Supported by one company of 
East Surrey Regiment.” 

Yet another order to retake the original line was received at 
5 p-m. by the 2nd East Yorkshires. ‘This attack (to take place at 
7.30 p.m.) was to be covered by an advance on the left of the 
East Yorkshiremen by a battalion of the Warwick Regiment and 
the Royal Munster Fusiliers. This information in the Battalion 
Diary is followed by the laconic statement : “ Nothing happened.” 
Then follows a list of the day’s casualties. Major H. H. Powell, 
who had assumed command of the Battalion when Colonel Sweny 
became a casualty on 23rd April, was wounded and had handed 
over to Major W. N. Pike, but the latter was also wounded. 

Lieutenant G. R. P. Wookey was reported wounded and missing ; 
he died of wounds on roth May. The Battalion M.O.—Lieutenant 
H. Hooper, R.A.M.C.—was also amongst the wounded. In other 
ranks the losses were 2 killed, 23 wounded and 9 missing. ‘The 
Brigade Major gives the strength of the troops of the 83rd Brigade, 
holding the line after darkness had fallen on 8th May, as follows : 
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“York and Lancs Regiment, 150 on right touching 3rd Royal 
Fusiliers; East Yorkshires, 120; K.O.Y.L.I., 120; 3rd Mon- 
mouth, 65 in support; §th King’s Own, 24, on left touching 
znd East Surrey Regiment.” 

At 10 p.m., Captain Hopkins went out in search of the C.Os. 
of the Warwicks and Munster Fusiliers, these two Battalions 
having been held up by the enemy who was established about three- 
quarters of a mile to the immediate left of the East Yorkshiremen. 
The situation was discussed and finally the C.O. of the Waewicks 
went back to consult the Brigadier. The latter ordered an 
attack to take place at 12.15 a.m. on gth by the following Battalions, 
advancing in the order given: 2nd East Yorkshires, 2nd King’s 
Own, 2nd East Surreys (in support). The Battalions detailed for 
the attack were to form up “ opposite ‘ Burning House,’ 300 yards 
to our front and on the road.” But hardly had the Battalions 
begun to move towards the rendezvous when the enemy, from his 
entrenchments not far off, opened very heavy fire and it was 
impossible to advance farther. The projected attack was therefore 
abandoned, the troops falling back to the starting point, busying 
themselves for the remainder of the night in improving the dug- 
outs and existing line of trenches. 

On gth the remnants of the 2nd East Yorkshire Regiment were 
Shelled heavily all day, though casualties were negligible. But 
the position of the Battalion was far from enviable: as there were 
no communication trenches the troops in the front line were 
isolated, it was impossible to get water, telephone wires had been 
cut again and again by shell fire and the wounded could not be 
evacuated. 

The morning and afternoon of the loth were quiet, though 
heavy hostile shelling again broke out in the evening and heavy 
and accurate rifle fire during the night. Then at last, at 11 p.m., 
the Buffs filed into the trenches, relieving the almost exhausted 
East Yorkshiremen who set out on a weary march back to the hut- 
ments in “A” Camp. It was three o’clock on the morning of 
the 11th May before the Battalion, with a total strength of § officers 
and 283 other ranks, was settled in, dead beat from the terrible 
gruelling of the past few days. In a way they were fortunate, 
these East Yorkshiremen, for the remnants of the other units of 
the Brigade were formed into a Composite Battalion (so weak were 
they) and moved up to Potijze in support. Only a few East York- 
shiremen had been taken to make up the Composite Battalion. 
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These returned about 4 a.m. on 12th to Brandhoek, whither the 
Battalion had moved from “A” Camp on the night of 11th. 

On 12th the Battalion moved into billets (the Aerodrome) 
N.W. of Poperinghe and were here joined by a draft of 406 men, 
350 being volunteers from the North Staffordshire Regiment. The 
13th was a day of rest. At 7 a.m.on 14th, motor buses carried the 
Battalion to Winnezeele and on arrival there at 1 p.m. the work 
of reorganisation and equipping was begun immediately. 

The 1/4th East Yorkshires remained at Steenvoorde from 
4tk to early afternoon of gth May in General Reserve. The 
Battalion was chiefly engaged in refitting and drawing stores. 
But on the morning of gth (the Battle of Frezenberg being then 
in progress) the Territorials were ordered to be prepared to move 
in motor buses during the afternoon. At 4 p.m. the buses arrived 
and, travelling 25 men in each vehicle, the Battalion moved off 
reaching Vlamertinghe at 5.50 p.m. ‘Three Companies were then 
hurried forward to trenches and one Company held in reserve. 
These trenches were apparently just east of the Yser Canal. On 
the roth nothing of importance happened. At 11.30 a.m. on 
11th orders were circulated that the York and Durham Brigade 
(150th) would move after dark to “ Squares H. 11 and § ” (west of 
Ypres), but apparently these orders were changed for at 9 p.m. 
the Battalion marched to the ‘‘ Chateau des Trois Tours,’’ just 
west of Brielen and north of the Vlamertinghe-Ypres Road, where 
the men settled down in dug-outs in the Chateau grounds. During 
the evening of the 12th, Lieut.-Colonel H. R. Beddoes, 4th 
Dublin Fusiliers arrived, and assumed command of the Battalion. 
At 11.30 a.m. on 13th Colonel Beddoes received orders to march 
his Battalion to a line of trenches south of the Lille Gate, Ypres. 
He was to report to the G.O.C., 80th Brigade (27th Division), to 
which he had been attached. About 4 p.m. the East York- 
shiremen arrived at their destination, but a few hours later received 
fresh orders to march out along the railway to the level crossing 
near Hell Fire Corner on the Menin Road and thence across 
country to Witte Poorte Farm, where the Battalion was to take 
over reserve trenches in G.H.Q. second line from the 3rd Cavalry 
Division. About 1 a.m. on the 14th the East Yorkshiremen arrived 
at their destination, but dawn was breaking ere the four Companies 
were settled in dug-outs. ‘Thus, throughout the operations which 
began on 8th May and ended on 13th, the 1/4th East Yorkshires 


remained in reserve. 
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THE BATTLE OF BELLEWAARDE RIDGE: 
24th-2§th May. 

For ten days following the close of the Battle of Frezenberg 
Ridge desultory shell and rifle fire continued, but no infantry 
attacks were launched by the enemy against the British lines. 
On the 15th, French troops attacked and captured Steenstraate 
and the trenches in Het Sas. The western bank of the Canal 
lost by the French in the initial gas attack had thus been 
recovered. 

Early on the morning (between 2 and 3 a.m.) of 24th May, 
however, the enemy launched a violent gas attack against almost 
the whole of the British line east of Ypres. The gas was followed 
by very heavy shell fire behind which the German infantry advanced, 
wave after wave, to the attack. So close to our trenches was the 
gas released that the greater proportion of troops in the front line 
had no time, before the fumes were upon them, in which to put on 
their respirators. Mouse Trap Farm on the left of the line, from 
which two sections of Fusiliers, overcome by the gas fumes, had 
been driven, was the only gain resulting from the attack, though 
all along the line the struggle was severe. The hostile gun fire 
was terrific, the official despatches referring to it as “ the most 
violent artillery attack which it had ever undergone.” But on 
the 25th May the British line was consolidated, joining up with 
the French (at the same place as before) and passing through Wieltje 
in a southerly direction on to Hooge where the Cavalry held the 
line. 

At Winnezeele, whither the 2nd East Yorkshires had moved on 
14th May, the work of reorganising and equipping the Battalion 
began. And a new C.O.—Lieut.-Colonel W. H. Young (from 
the 1st Battalion)—joined on 15th and assumed command. On the 
17th the Battalion was inspected by the Brigadier who said he was 
very pleased with the turn-out of the men, especially as they had 
lost practically all their equipment in the front line some days 
previously. On this day the znd East Yorkshires, who on the 
11th could only muster § officers and 283 other ranks, paraded 
14 officers and 837 other ranks. Sir John French inspected all 
units of the 83rd Brigade on the morning of the 21st and, after 
congratulating officers and men on their magnificent fighting in 
the Ypres Salient, said: ‘‘ Though their past records were splendid 
they had never excelled the truly wonderful spirit they had 
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manifested in the heavy fighting in question.”* In the afternoon 
the Battalion paraded and marched to Vlamertinghe and the same 
night relieved the 2nd D.C.L.I. in front-line trenches S.E. of 
Ypres in front of Armagh Wood. The night was comparatively 
quiet, but when daylight dawned a hostile machine gun, believed 
to be on Hill 60, opened fire, making (so the Battalion Diary 
records) “objectionally good practice round Battalion Head- 
quarters.” 

On the 24th, when the Germans launched their gas and 
infantry attack, the 2nd East Yorkshires were still holding front-line 
trenches, but apparently were not called upon to repel any attack. 
From 2.45 a.m. until 1 p.m. intense hostile shell fire swept the 
whole position. A report reached the C.O. that the British line 
crossing the Menin Road was broken and the Battalion made all 
arrangements for possible consequences, but a move was not neces- 
sary. During the afternoon the enemy’s guns again violently 
shelled the British line and telephone communication was con- 
tinually cut, though the wires were immediately mended. When 
darkness fell at last the Battalion had suffered only a few 
casualties, one officer and 5 O.Rs. being wounded and 2 O.Rs. 
missing. During the night the men worked hard on the 
defences, repairing the damage done throughout the day. 
Excepting for machine-gun fire, which was “still very 
objectionable,” the 25th May was a quiet day and no casualties 
were suffered. 

The 1/4th East Yorkshires were less fortunate than the 2nd 
Battalion. The Territorials being in Corps Reserve were hurried 
here, there and everywhere, from pillar to post, nobody’s children, 
but at the disposal of all. On 21st May, Colonel Beddoes received 
Instructions that his Battalion as part of the Corps Reserve, was to 
be placed under the orders of the G.O.C., 2nd Cavalry Division, 
atg p.m. On 23rd, about noon, the 1/4th received orders stating 
that the Battalion, from 6 p.m., was placed under the Ist Cavalry 
Division, and attached to the 1st Cavalry Brigade. ‘These orders 
were followed by another which directed Colonel Beddoes to have 
his Battalion at the Ecole de Bienfaisance on the Menin Road by 
7.15 that night, as it was to go into the front-line trenches held by 
the 1st Cavalry Brigade, south of Hooge and the Menin Road. 
Having arrived at their destination at the time stated, three 
Companies of the Battalion were then marched off (about 10.30 

* Battalion Diary, 2nd East Yorkshires. 
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p-m.) to the fire trenches, ‘‘ D”’ Company, on the right, being 
attached to the 5th Dragoon Guards, “ B” Company to the 
Queen’s Bays and “‘A” Company to the 11th Hussars; “C” 
Company was in reserve in Sanctuary Wood. This was the 
position of the 1/4th East Yorkshires when on the morning of the 
24th the Germans launched their attack. 

The first report is timed 3 a.m. when a message was received 
that the 4th Green Howards, gth Lancers and 5th D.L.I. had been 
gassed and that the Germans had broken through the line near 
Hooge held by the gth Lancers who were on the immediate left of 
the East Yorkshiremen. At once No. 11 Platoon of “‘ C ” Company 
was hurried off to the north of Zouave Wood in support of the 
Lancers who had taken up a position covering the left rear of the 
East Yorkshiremen. What happened during the next few hours is 
not told, but the second entry in the Diary states that at 10 a.m. 
the remainder of “C ”’ Company was sent up to support the left 
of the 11th Hussars. 

At 1 p.m. “A” Company, hitherto attached to the 11th 
Hussars, was also sent off to support the right of the gth Lancers 
in the left section of the fire trench, part of which had been taken 
by the Germans. But the fire trench was too blocked with men 
and eventually “A” Company was withdrawn into the support 
trenches some 200 yards in rear. It is obvious that this Company 
must have exchanged shots with the enemy and must also have 
seen something of the fighting then going on. But there is no 
word of it in the Battalion Diary. About 3 p.m. “ C ” Company 
(less one platoon) reinforced “‘A’’ Company and together the 
two Companies dug a new trench connecting the support trench 
with the fire trench. The trench partially occupied by the 
Germans was then abandoned and a line taken up along the new 
trench and continued northwards along what was originally the 
support trench. A squadron of the §th Dragoon Guards was then 
sent up to continue the line on the left of “‘C ”’ Company, “A” 
Company being on “‘C” Company’s nght. At 11 p.m. No. 11 
Platoon returned to Battalion Headquarters. 

At midnight the 1 /4th East Yorkshires came under the command 
of yet another Division, the 2nd Cavalry Division having relieved 
the 1st Cavalry Division, the East Yorkshiremen being attached 
to the 4th Cavalry Brngade of the former. But apparently the 
25th was an uneventful day and at 9 p.m. “C” Company was 
withdrawn into a communication trench running from Sanctuary 
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Wood® to Hooge in support of the Cavalry, the remaining 
Companies moving back into dug-outs round Battalion Head- 
quarters, to form a reserve under the orders of the C.O., Carabineers. 
Three O.Rs. killed, one officer and 23 O.Rs. wounded and 2 O.Rs. 
missing were the casualties suffered by the 1/4th on 24th and 25th 
May. 
The Battles of Ypres, 1915, were over. For the Regimental 
historian no operations throughout the whole War are more 
difficult to follow, for battalions became detached from their 
Brigades and Divisions and attached to numerous other formations. 
Moreover, the fighting was of a very confused nature and in the 
hurry and scurry from place to place units had little time to attend 
to such small matters as Battalion Diaries. The consequence is 
that the details of much gallant fighting and many brave deeds are 
lost for ever, but the poppy fields of Flanders bear their everlasting 
testimony in the graves of the fallen. 


* Here, it is interesting to record, the H.Q. of the 2nd and 1/4 Battalions met. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


The Actions of Hooge—9th August, 1915. 


F the early Battle Honours won during the Great 
War by the East Yorkshire Regiment, that of 
“‘ Hooge, 1915,” will never be forgotten. For 
although the Ist Battalion East Yorkshire Regiment 
was not one of the unfortunate battalions holding 
the front line crossing the Menin Road on 3oth July, 
when the Germans adopted the new and devilish device of squirting 
burning liquid into the trenches of their opponents, the East 
Yorkshiremen played a brilliant part in the successful counter- 
attack of 9th August, which the Official Despatches state “ resulted 
in the recapture, with small casualties, not only of the whole of 
the lost trenches but, in addition, of four hundred yards of German 
trench north of the Menin Road.” 

“‘ Hooge, 1915,” is also memorable in that before the fierce 
fighting, which gave such fine results, began, there occurred yet 
another example of that splendid devotion to his comrades for 
which the British soldier has always been famous, and which on 
this occasion was responsible for the foundation of the “ Toc H” 
movement, and the opening (in December, 1915) as a Club of 
Talbot House—the big house with the gardens and conservatories 
in Poperinghe, the goal of every officer and man of the Bnitish 
Expeditionary Force who marched wearily back from the lines of 
muddy trenches in the Ypres Salient to rest billets in and around 
the village, with visions of something substantial to eat and hot 
drinks, and relief from the purgatory of the front line. 

It is necessary, however, for a brief space to turn back to the 
28th April, upon which date the 1st East Yorkshires moved into 
the Le Touquet Sector. 

“¢ The trenches were good on the whole, but most unpleasantly 
close to the German line, especially in the nght centre, where we 
had a sort of advanced post in the ruins of a house in Le Touquet. 
Just opposite, and across what had been a road, some ten yards 
wide, the Germans had a similar post. A thick iron bullet-proof 
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loop-hole was the sole look-out to the front and this could only 
be opened for a fraction of a second at a time, or the impact of a 
bullet at very short range on the surrounding masonry was at 
once felt. On our left the German line varied from 50 to 100 
yards away, and their sniping was peculiarly vicious and deadly. 
On the other hand the proximity of the two front lines to each 
other precluded much shell fire on them, so the back areas and the 
vicinity of the Railway Station received the most attention in 
this respect.’’* 

May was a quiet month and warm, a welcome change. On 
the 6th the Battalion lost a very popular officer in Captain J. A. 
Markham, who was killed; the same night the Battalion was 
relieved and moved back to billets in Le Bizet. The next tour 
(begun on night of roth May) was in the line N.E. of Houplines. 
Lieut.-Colonel W. H. Young and Captain J. C. Lamprey left 
the rst Battalion on the 15th, having been posted to the 2nd. 

Towards the end of the month it was known that the 6th 
Division was to move north to the Ypres Salient: the news was 
received with mixed feelings for the Salient had an evil reputation. 
On the 28th the Battalion made all preparations to move, and at 
5 p.m. marched out of Houplines via Armentiéres and Pont de 
Nieppe to Bailleul. On the 30th the East Yorkshires (in Brigade) 
left Bailleul for Wippenhoek, ‘‘ embussing ” at the latter place on 
the 31st to Vlamertinghe, thence marching to Potijze and relieving 
the Royal Scots Fusiliers in the front line, the relief being com- 
pleted by 11 p.m. 

_ The first sector held in the Ypres Salient by the 1st East 
Yorkshires merits description. The right boundary, where the 
Battalion joined up with the Royal Scots of the 3rd Division, was 
the railway line to Roulers, just north of Railway Wood, with an 
advanced post (a sandbagged barricade) about 50 yards up the 
line: thence the front line ran to the Ypres-Zonnebeke road. 
The Battalion sector, however, stopped short of this road by 
about 100 yards. Excepting a shallow trench, parallel with and 
close to the railway line, there were at the time no communication 
trenches whatever between the front and support lines, the latter 
being about 50 yards to the east of Battalion H.Q. dug-outs, 
known as the “ Bee Hive.” Consequently, no movements could 
take place during daylight, as the German artillery was very 
active. ‘The distance between the front-line and support trenches 

* Lieut.-Colonel J. L. J. Clarke, in ‘‘ The Snapper,” July, 1922. 
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at this period was roughly from 1,000 to 1,200 yards. The 
Transport lines were in a field about one and a-half miles east of 
Poperinghe. 

The change from the quiet sector they had left south of 
Armentiéres soon became apparent to the East Yorkshiremen, 
_for the first entry in the Battalion Diary after the relief of the 
Royal Scots Fusiliers states: ‘‘a good deal of shelling on both 
sides all night.” The Salient was always like that—constant 
shelling night and day—no rest, no peace, a noisome place, with 
the greedy hand of Death leaning heavily upon the front-line 
trenches and communications. Sickness and casualties—killed 
and wounded—soon began to thin out the Battalion, and on the 
1oth June the Diary records that it was 135 under strength, 
though on the 12th a welcome draft of 80 men and 2 officers 
arrived. 

Four days later, on the 16th June, the 3rd Division on the 
night of the 6th Division, attacked Bellewaarde Farm, the 18th 
Infantry Brigade of the latter co-operating with artillery, machine- 
gun and rifle fire, though the Brigade had stringent orders not to 
make an infantry attack. The artillery bombardment began at 
2.50 a.m., and Zero hour for the infantry attack by the 3rd Division 
was 4.15 a.m. The fire demonstration lasted from 4.5 a.m. to 
4.25 a.m. This attack, made with the object of straightening 
out the line across the re-entrant Hooge to the Roulers railway, 
was partially successful, and the German front-line trenches for 
a considerable length of front were captured and held against 
strong counter-attacks. The stretcher-bearers of the Ist East 
Yorkshires did splendid service during the operations, helping to 
evacuate wounded officers and men of the 3rd Division. 

The remainder of June was uneventful: the hot summer 
weather made life in the trenches more bearable and, in rest billets 
behind the line, even pleasurable. Occasional torrential rain 
reduced comfort to a negligible quantity, but it was the constant 
hostile shelling to which the forward areas were subjected which 
played havoc with the nerves of both officers and men. However, 
it had to be endured, all ranks gaining whatever satisfaction they 
could from the fact that the British guns were giving the Germans 
an equally unpleasant and dangerous existence. 

On the 3rd July the East Yorkshiremen had their first experience 
of German gas shells. The day was hot—the hottest so far 
experienced. At intervals throughout the morning the enemy’s 
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‘‘ Heavies ” had shelled Irish Farm and La Brique, but during 
the afternoon big shells began to burst on the Canal Bank, which, 
on explosion, gave off thick clouds of grey and yellow smoke— 
it was lachrymatory gas. Men in “C” and “A” Companies 
were affected, and that first experience of gas was extremely 
unpleasant. And, as if to give further evidence of his absolute 
disregard of the Hague Convention, to which he was a signatory, 
the enemy on the 30th July employed a new and equally dastardly 
device—the projection of burning liquid into the trenches of his 
opponents. The apparatus used was called the “ Flammen- 
werfer ” (flame projector). 

The results of this new device are given in the Despatches : 
‘“‘’'Thus supported, an attack was made on the trenches of the 
Second Army at Hooge, on the Menin Road, early on 30th July. 
Most of the infantry occupying these trenches were driven back,* 
but their retirement was due far more to the surprise and tem- 
porary confusion caused by the burning liquid than to the actual 
damage inflicted. Gallant endeavours were made by repeated 
counter-attacks to recapture the lost section of trenches. These, 
however, proving unsuccessful and costly, a new line of trenches 
was consolidated a short distance farther back. Attacks made 
by the enemy at the same time west of Bellewaarde Lake were 
repulsed.” 

The successful German liquid-fire attack at Hooge was destined 
to have important (and grave) results so far as the East Yorkshire 
Regiment was concerned ; indeed, on the whole of the 6th Division. 
For, after a week on the Yser Canal, a warning order was received 
at 18th Infantry Brigade Headquarters that the Brigade was to 
be relieved by the 9th Brigade of the 3rd Division, the 1st East 
Yorkshires handing over their dug-outs on the Canal Bank to the 
4th Royal Fusiliers. The 14th Division was to be relieved by the 
6th Division, and, shortly after taking over the line, the latter 
Division was to make an attack on the enemy with the object 
of recovering the trenches lost by the 14th Division and re- 
occupying the ridge and mine craters of Hooge itself. 

Very late on the night of znd-3rd August the 4th Royal 
Fusiliers arrived, and took over the dug-outs from the East 
Yorkshires, but it was 4 a.m. before the latter reached Poperinghe. 

At a conference, held at 18th Brigade Headquarters on the 
evening of the 3rd, the plan of attack was discussed, and the C.Os. 

* They were troops of the 14th Division. 
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of Battalions were told that the operations were to take place on 
the 8th. 

On the morning of the 4th a packed motor bus carried Colonel 
Clarke, his Adjutant and Company Commanders, officers of the 
Brigade Staff and C.Os. of other units with their Adjutants and 
Company Commanders to the Asylum at Ypres. Thence the whole 
party proceeded on foot to reconnoitre the positions which each 
Battalion was to take over from troops of the 14th Division. A 
long tramp via Kruistraat, across the Comines Canal, and along 
the northern edge of Zillebeke Lake, brought Colonel Clarke and 
his party close to the corner of Maple Copse. From this point the 
way lay across country, but, led by guides, Battalion Headquarters 
of the 6th K.O.Y.L.I. (which Battalion the 1st East Yorkshires 
were to relieve) were eventually reached : they were located in the 
foundations and cellars of a cottage which had otherwise ceased 
to exist. Further descriptions of what were to be his Head- 
quarters, and the trenches visited by his Company Commanders, 
are thus given by the C.O.: ‘‘ Two very small cellar rooms, with 
fairly solid roof, and remains of a wall between them gave shelter 
to the officers and signallers respectively, while outside a quad- 
rangular trench (revetted with bricks and sandbags) gave good all- 
round defence which, with a few dug-outs therein, provided 
accommodation of a sort for a weak platoon. The Company 
Commanders went off with their guides to see the trenches, while 
soon after Major Rigg (C.O., 6th K.O.Y.L.I.) took Willis (A/Adju- 
tant) and myself round the greater part of the line, which ran in 
a rough semicircle from the left-hand edge of Zouave Wood 
along its eastern fringe, forming a deep re-entrant, and thence 
into Sanctuary Wood, where it joined on to that of the next 
battalion. The line, only having been held for a few days, was 
barely defensible: the parapets were not high enough and the 
trenches not deep enough; water lay in many places, dug-outs 
were few and flimsy, and the few communication trenches were 
shallow and unrevetted. It was, indeed, a depressing prospect, 
and we returned to Poperinghe in the late afternoon with very 
mixed feelings.” 

On the morning of the 5th, General Congreve (the 6th Divi- 
sional Commander) visited the billets of the three Battalions of 
the 18th Infantry Brigade, which were going into the line, and 
gave each a stirring address on the subject of the forthcoming 
operations. 
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During the afternoon the three Battalions left Poperinghe for 
the front line. That march forward was an ill-omened affair. 
For, although the East Yorkshires did not suffer, the leading Bat- 
talions of the column—the Durhams and the Sherwood Foresters— 
were spotted (by a German aeroplane which flew overhead) 
marching along the road, and as they were in the very act of 
deploying in a field the enemy’s artillery burst a salvo of shrapnel 
shells over them, the Durhams having forty casualties and the 
Sherwood Foresters somewhat less. ‘The East Yorkshires had 
fortunately been halted some distance behind the two forward 
Battalions, and thus escaped. But it was a bad beginning. After 
tea had been issued the march was continued at 8.1§ p.m. up to 
the front line. 

The Battalion reached Zouave Wood at about Io p.m., but 
“‘ taking over” was a long process, and it was not until 1.30 a.m. 
on the 6th that the relief was completed. The position of the 
18th Infantry Brigade was then as follows: Durham Light 
Infantry in Sanctuary Wood (the right flank of the Brigade front), 
the 1st East Yorkshires in Zouave Wood (the left of the Brigade 
front), Sherwood Foresters in immediate support in Maple 
Copse, Queen’s Westminsters in ramparts and billets in Ypres 
and 2nd West Yorkshires in billets in Poperinghe. 

When dawn broke on 6th August the horrible state of the 
new sector into which the East Yorkshiremen had moved became 
apparent. In Zouave Wood and out in No Man’s Land in 
front of the wire, unburied corpses, British and German inter- 
mingled, lay rotting in the morning light ; it was a truly terrible 
picture. At one spot, on the left of the East Yorkshires, dead 
men of the 8th Rifle Brigade lay thick, an eloquent testimony to 
the gallant fight that Battalion had put up during the German 
attack. 

From 2.45 to 3.30 a.m. on 6th the British guns shelled the 
German lines, the enemy’s guns replying vigorously. The 18th 
Infantry Brigade occupied an unenviable position, Zouave and 
Sanctuary Woods forming a salient, from the right rear of which 
it was possible for the Germans to bring an enfilade fire on the 
Brigade, a possibility of which the enemy took the fullest advan- 
tage, for some of his guns were on Hill 60. A violent thunder- 
storm broke over the trenches during that first morning in the line, 
adding greatly to the discomforts and difficulties which always 
beset a battalion just after a relief had taken place. 
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On the 7th the enemy’s guns became active. The night of 
6th-7th had passed quietly, but at 2.30 a.m. the Germans opened 
a very heavy bombardment, which continued for an hour and then 
died down. As a result of this hostile shelling the East York- 
shires lost two officers (2nd Lieuts. Marshall and Hannaford) 
wounded, one other rank killed and 33 wounded. In the after- 
noon the enemy again bombarded the trenches heavily, but only 
for 1§ minutes. 

That evening the Rev. Neville Talbot, Chaplain of the 17th 
Infantry Brigade, arrived at Battalion H.Q. He had come to 
search for the body of his brother, who had belonged to the Rifle 
Brigade and had been killed during the counter-attack. A 
N.C.O. (Sergeant Shepherd) of the East Yorkshires was able to 
give the Chaplain the information he desired, for during a patrol 
he had come across the body of a young officer lying out in that 
portion of No Man’s Land which had once been the Rifles’ position. 
This N.C.O. gallantly offered to go out at dusk with three stretcher- 
bearers and bring in the body. 

At the appointed time the little party stole out from the 
trenches and began that fearful search in No Man’s Land, amidst 
the barbed wire and the dead. Their dim forms were silhouetted 
against the partial moonlight over the village of Hooge. It was 
a weird picture, for from their sentry posts on the outskirts of 
Sanctuary Wood the Germans soon detected the strange move- 
ments of Shepherd and his comrades, whilst from the sand-bagged 
British trenches the Rev. Talbot followed the little band, his eyes 
fixed anxiously on the four men. A few rifle shots (without effect) 
came from the German trenches and then the searchers in No Man’s 
Land stopped. They had come to a point where lay a little group 
of dead. Stooping, they opened out the stretcher, lifted on to it 
the lifeless body of the young subaltern, and began their painful 
trek back again to the trenches. Not another shot was fired by the 
Germans until the little party had dropped safely into the trenches. 
On the floor of the trench the stretcher was laid down and the 
gallant N.C.O. and his comrades stood with bowed heads whilst 
the Chaplain bent over the dead body and identified it as that of 
his brother. Near Hooge, in the little military cemetery, the dead 
officer was laid to rest and, in memory, Talbot House (“ Toc H ”) 
as a club for all ranks was opened on the 15th December, 1915, at 
Poperinghe, by the Rev. Neville Talbot. 

That little party of gallant East Yorkshiremen who, at the 
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risk of their own lives, had scrambled out of the front-line trenches 
in Zouave Wood, gave to the history of the War another touching 
epic. 

: After taking over the line on the 6th, the 18th Infantry Brigade 
had hardly settled in the trenches ere active preparations were 
begun for the attack, at first ordered for the 8th, but later post- 
poned until the gth. On the 8th August the East Yorkshires 
suffered a further 19 casualties (1 other rank killed and 18 wounded) 
as a result of the enemy’s bombardments, but when dusk fell all 
arrangements had been made for the attack which was to take 
place at 3.1§ a.m. on the following morning. 

The salient features of the 18th Brigade’s Operation Orders 
are interesting, as well as of considerable value, from an historical 
point of view. The attack was to be made by that Brigade on the 
right and the 16th Infantry Brigade on the left; the 17th Brigade 
was in reserve. “The ultimate object of our operations,” said 
Lieut.-Colonel F. W. Towsey, West Yorkshire Regiment, then 
temporarily commanding the 18th Brigade, “is to recover the 
high ground north of the Crater and in the direction of (Points) 
Q.19—P.7 and to establish ourselves on a line through the Stables 
and (Points) Q.14 towards Q.19. The G.O.C. considers that our 
best chance of success is to reduce the men in the front line to a 
minimum, hold important points with machine guns, establish 
communications, and relieve men in the front line as opportunity 
offers.” ‘The 18th Infantry Brigade was to attack from Sanctuary 
Wood with its right resting in G.1, G.2 and G.3, and its left on 
the Strand. The first objective of the attack was the establish- 
ment of a line continuing G.3 across the Menin Road, north of 
the houses to the Crater, exclusive. The 16th Brigade was to 
attack from the direction of G.1o and S.3a with its right on Old 
Bond Street, the first objective of the Brigade being the line 
Crater (inclusive) to Q.20 (inclusive), pushing on and consolidating 
Points Q.19 and P.7. During the advance, troops of the 16th 
Brigade were to work down Bond Street, G.8 and G.7 to meet 
troops of the 18th Brigade. 

Of the 18th Brigade the Durhams were to lead the assault 
from the northern portion of Sanctuary Wood, their right at 
Zero hour resting on G.1 and their left on the junction with the 
East Yorkshires: the Sherwood Foresters were to support the 
Durhams: the East Yorkshires were to continue to hold Zouave 
Wood: the Queen’s Westminsters were to be in reserve in Maple 
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Copse, the West Yorks on the Ramparts, Ypres. As the Durhams 
fought their way forward the Sherwood Foresters were to protect 
their right flank by occupying G.1 and advancing up G.1, G.2 
and G.3, turning the latter into a fire trench as far as its junction 
with the Menin Road, and holding it. The East Yorkshires were 
to open up and improve the Strand and Fleet Street as far as its 
junction with “S.” The three Battalions—Sherwood Foresters, 
Durham Light Infantry and East Yorkshires —were each to establish 
a Battalion Bomb Depot at G.1, S.2 and the Strand, respectively. 
The guns were to bombard the enemy’s positions for half an hour, 
from 2.45 to 3.15 a.m., and during the last ten minutes of the 
bombardment the infantry detailed for the attack were to deploy, 
advance as near as possible to the enemy’s position and lie down. 

The Brigade Operation Orders, however, do not mention that 
bombing parties of the East Yorkshiremen were detailed to accom- 
pany the assaulting troops, one party in support of the grenadiers 
of the D.L.I. and two parties to work up Fleet Street. These 
Parties were to assemble at the southern end of the Strand where 
the Battalion’s bomb depot was established. A further party was 
to be posted at this depot in reserve and to assist in passing a 
supply of bombs up the Strand. As soon as the attack had reached 
the ridge one platoon from each of the front-line companies was 
to work on the Strand and open it up as a communication trench, 

The night of the 8th-gth August was a period of extreme ten- 
sion. Little sleep was obtainable, for everyone’s nerves were 
on edge and the terrific thunder of the guns as they opened fire 
at 2.45 a.m., before it was yet light, dissipated the last hope of 
rest before the operations began. The German guns were not 
long in replying, and soon the whole area was a veritable inferno ; 
shells were bursting rapidly and with sickening roars, rockets and 
flare signals soared up into the sky, bursting and throwing weird 
reflections down on to the tortured and tumbled earth; shrapnel 
whistled through what remained of the trees in Sanctuary and 
Zouave Woods: and over all the first glimmers of dawn, reddened 
by the flashes from the guns, heralded the breaking of day. 

But it was yet dark in the Wood when the Durhams and 
Sherwood Foresters, deploying under heavy shell fire, advanced 
to the attack. ‘‘ They arrived at Q.17,” records the 18th Brigade 
Narrative of Operations, “ the limit of the artillery zone, just as 
the guns lifted, and went through without a check to their 
objective, bayoneting all the enemy met with.” The three bomb- 
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ing parties of East Yorkshiremen, under Lieut. Huntriss, accom- 
panied them. ‘These gallant fellows apparently carried out their 
duties splendidly. It was not an easy task, for in all attacks 
bombers usually became a mark for the enemy’s riflemen imme- 
diately the attack began, and they always had heavy casualties. 
The left of the attack was completely successful, but on the right 
the enemy’s machine guns made progress difficult. ‘The Durhams 
reached the line Crater-Stables-Menin Road without much loss, 
but the Foresters, whose task was to make good G.1, G.2 and 
G.3, thus protecting the right of the Durhams, did so only with 
heavy losses and under terrific fire. 

The advance of Lieut. Huntriss with his bombers had been 
by way of an old communication trench, the Strand, which led 
up to the centre but, branching into two short lengths of trench 
at about 50 yards short of the objective. From this point he 
sent back a message to Battalion Headquarters with a rough plan, 
stating that he had reached the fork with his bombers close 
behind the infantry. He also reported that all was well. 

At 4.35 a.m. the Durham L.I. asked urgently for reinforce- 
ments, and Brigade Headquarters warned the East Yorkshires to 
be ready to send one company forward. At 5.10 a.m. “C” 
Company (Lieut. Brindley) was ordered to move up and reinforce 
the Durhams. The latter, under a terrific shell fire, had lost 
very heavily, and were hanging on with difficulty to the hard- 
won line of the Crater-Stables-Menin Road. 

And now occurred one of those instances of gallantry carried 
out without orders which occur many times in the annals of 
the British Army. With the tragic evidence of the success of the 
enemy’s fire attack ever before their eyes in the form of the 
dead bodies lying out in No Man’s Land, it was not to be wondered 
at that these East Yorkshiremen were possessed by a frantic 
desire to get at the enemy. Their C.O. said that they were “ mad 
keen to get to grips with the Huns.” The sight of “C” 
advancing, gallantly led by their Company Commander, was 
too much for “A” and “B”’ Companies, from which parties 
also went forward. From the Battalion Diary it appears that the 
whole of “A” and “C” Companies, two platoons of “ B” and 
one of “D” went up and joined in the attack. But very soon, 
what with reinforcements passing up and wounded men coming 
down, the Strand became blocked, the forward captured trenches 
were also much too full of troops, and it was necessary to thin out 
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the men. Orders were therefore issued to the East Yorkshires 
to filter back to Zouave Wood, and by 9.30 a.m. this order was 
practically completed. 

Meanwhile “‘ C ” Company had suffered severely. Lieutenant 
Brindley had been wounded five times, but managed to get back 
to a dressing station in Sanctuary Wood ; Sergeant Frost, a valued 
N.C.O., among other brave fellows, had been killed. The enemy’s 
shell fire lashed and swept the whole area of the attack, blotting 
out some of the trenches, burying machine guns and causing 
heavy casualties. The greatest gallantry had been shown by all 
ranks, but none deserved it more than the Battalion signallers 
and runners. Again and again into the inferno of bursting 
shells these brave fellows went for the purpose of mending broken 
wire or keeping the C.O. informed of the situation in the first 
line of the attack: no word of praise is too high for them. All 
day long the East Yorkshires hung on to their positions throughout 
the relentless fury of the fifteen-hours’ bombardment. Eventually, 
at about 8.30 p.m., a welcome message was received that the Ist 
West Yorkshires were to relieve the Battalion, the Queen’s 
Westminsters taking over the front line (which so far as can be 
ascertained ran at this period through G.1-G.2-G.3-Stables-Crater) 
from the Durhams and Sherwood Foresters. 

The West Yorkshires arrived soon after 10 p.m., and the 
relief began at once. After companies had been collected in the 
neighbourhood of Zillebeke (at about 11.30 p.m.) the march 
back to Ypres was begun. ‘Tired and worn out, but elated at 
the victory over the enemy, the 1st East Yorkshires reached 
the Ramparts about 1.30 a.m. on roth. The officers were 
accommodated in a large casemate, where on mattresses they 
stretched their weary bodies; the men were billeted in the 
ground floor rooms and cellars of some ruined houses near by. 

The next morning, when all the reports were in, it was found that 
the casualties suffered by the Battalion were seven officers wounded 
(Lieutenants Brindley, Reynard, Stamp, Fosdick, Murray, Bain 
and Stacpole), 18 men killed, 97 wounded and 67 missing. 

The roth was a day of rest, but about 8.15 p.m. the Battalion, 
in fine fettle, set out to march to Poperinghe, the men singing songs 
as they tramped along the now-familiar highway through 
Vlamertinghe.* 


* On the 15th August the Battalion was inspected at Poperinghe by General Sir 
Herbert Plumer, commanding Second Army, who heartily congratulated all ranks on 
their gallant behaviour at Hooge. 
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The story of “‘ Hooge, 1915,” would be incomplete without 
quoting the following description from “ The Snapper ” of that 
march back to billets: ‘‘ Many yarns were afloat as to incidents 
of note in the recent battle, such as the spectacle of the dare- 
devil Sergeant Nolan of the Battalion Bombers chasing a Hun 
round the traverses of the Strand, flourishing his knob-kerrie 
(a heavily weighted truncheon with iron ball and spikes on its 
extremity), and finally divesting his victim of a rather fine under- 
vest and putting it on himself, all under the heaviest shell fire.” 
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The story of “ Hooge, 1915,” would be incomplete without 
quoting the following description from “ The Snapper ” of that 
march back to billets: ‘‘ Many yarns were afloat as to incidents 
of note in the recent battle, such as the spectacle of the dare- 
devil Sergeant Nolan of the Battalion Bombers chasing a Hun 
round the traverses of the Strand, flourishing his knob-kerrie 
(a heavily weighted truncheon with iron ball and spikes on its 
extremity), and finally divesting his victim of a rather fine under- 
vest and putting it on himself, all under the heaviest shell fire.” 
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a couple of bombs amongst them. On the night of 4th, how- 
ever, an East Yorkshire listening post observed a German patrol 
of 12 men out in front of the enemy’s wire. The men in the 
listening post opened fire, one German fell dead and the rest 
fled back to their trenches. Creeping out of the post the East 
Yorkshiremen carried the dead German back to their trenches. 
At 11.50 a.m. on §th, the following telegram was received at 
Battalion H.Q. from 83rd Brigade H.Q.: ‘‘ G.O.C. 28th Division 
is very pleased with your success in getting the German last 
night, and hopes the Brigade will get some more of them.” 

On 1st September, the Battalion was in the Kemmel sector 
and evidently the enemy was far from aggressive, for only one 
man was killed and three wounded during the tour of four days : 
the Diary for these few days reads: “Trenches. Nothing to 
report.” Relief came on the §th, and the East Yorkshires moved 
back to White Rose Farm, Scherpenberg, where, on 7th, Lieut.- 
Colonel W. A. Blake, rst Wilts. Regiment, arrived and took 
over command. One more tour in the trenches (from 11th to 
17th) followed by five days at Scherpenberg, and then on the 
morning of 23rd September the znd Battalion marched to 
Outersteene and billeted in the village, remaining there until 
§ a.m. on 26th, at which hour the 28th Division began to march 
south to join in the Battle of Loos, where the 8th East York- 
shires of the 21st Division were already engaged with the enemy. 

The 8th (Service) Battalion, East Yorkshire Regiment (Lieut.- 
Colonel B. I. Way, commanding), with other units of the 62nd 
Infantry Brigade, 21st Division, crossed over from Folkestone 
to Boulogne, on 8th and gth September, and by the evening of 
11th, the Brigade was concentrated in the area Ganspette- 
Eperlecques—Houlle-Moulle: the East Yorkshires were billeted 
in the latter village. They were brigaded with the roth Green 
Howards and 12th and 13th Northumberland Fusiliers. From 
the 11th to the zoth, field training was carried out, especially 
route marching, bomb throwing, sniping and machine-gun 
practice. A brigade field day was held on 17th, when a practice 
attack was carried out on model trenches. Four sergeants lent 
by the Guards Division gave instruction to the Battalion in 
grenadier work—a very useful course. But only the Adjutant 
and Company Commanders were sent for a 24-hours’ tour in the 
front-line trenches—the N.C.Qs. and men had no opportunity 
of gaining an insight into what actually happened in the front 
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CHAPTER VII. 


THE BATTLE OF LOOS. 
25th September, 1915. 


TEVER might be said of the Battle of Loos 
from the standpoint of military gain and loss, 
there is no doubt that it was the most sanguinary 
of the battles of 1915. It was also the first 
operation on a large scale in which Regular, 
Territorial and New Army divisions co-operated 
in attacking the enemy; it was a test of the fighting qualities 
of every branch of the British Army as then constituted. 

The Allies had spent the summer of I9I5 in preparing for 
operations on a much larger scale than had hitherto been attempted. 
Sir John French and General Joffre had made a careful survey 
of the whole line and had decided on concerted action. A com- 
bined offensive from certain points of the Allied line was to be 
made during the last week in September. There were to be two 
offensives, one east and west of Rheims by the French, and the 
other north and south of Arras by the First British and Tenth 
French Armies: the Second British Army and the Indian Corps 
were to make subsidiary attacks north of the La Bassée Canal 
and in the neighbourhood of Ypres. Between Monchy, S.W. of 
Arras, and the Somme the Third British Army was to attack 
the enemy along its front. 

Briefly, the intentions of the Allied Commanders were: 
(i) to break the enemy’s front, (ii) prevent him re-establishing 
his line, (iii) to defeat decisively his divided forces. 

The main British attack was to take place between the Double 
Crassier, south-west of the mining town of Loos, and Givenchy 
(just north of the La Bassée Canal). 

Three Corps had been detailed for the initial attack: the 
IVth Corps, formed of the 47th, 15th, rst Divisions: 1st Corps, 
consisting of 7th, 9th and 2nd Divisions. These Divisions were 
to attack in the order given from right to left, t.¢., the 47th at 
Loos and the 2nd south and north of the La Bassée Cana!. The 
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XIth Corps (General Haking) consisted of the newly-formed 
Guards Division and two New Army Divisions, the 21st and 
24th. Other divisions were put into the line as the battle pro- 
gressed and amongst them was the 28th Division. Thus, two 
battalions of the East Yorkshire Regiment (2nd Battalion in the 
28th Division and 8th Battalion in the 21st Division) were 
engaged in the main operations. 

The 2nd Battalion, after the heavy fighting of the Battles of 
Ypres which closed on the night of 25th May, was relieved on 
the night of 26th-27th and moved back to Sanctuary Wood, in 
support. 

The Battalion Diary of 31st May gives some interesting figures 
concerning the casualties suffered by the 2nd East Yorkshires 
during that month and since their arrival in France. In May, 
21 officers were wounded, and in other ranks the losses were 
46 killed, 195 wounded and 27 missing. The total number of 
casualties reported up to and including the 31st May were: 
officers 11 killed, 38 wounded, 1 missing: other ranks, 189 killed, 
675 wounded and 117 missing. 

On 2nd June, the Battalion was relieved and marched in stages 
to Winnezeele. On the 19th, the East Yorkshires having mean- 
while marched to La Clytte, took over front-line trenches in the 
Vierstraat-Kemmel sector, under the command of Major B. W. 
Bogle.* June, July, August and the early days of September 
were weeks of trench warfare, during which there are no incidents 
of outstanding importance to record. Between Ist June and 
31st August the Battalion suffered § officers wounded, 25 other 
ranks killed, g2 wounded and 10 missing. 

One item of interest during this period throws light upon 
one side of a battalion’s work, whilst in the front line. On 
2nd July, at midnight, a telegram from 28th Divisional H.Q. 
reached Colonel Bogle, asking him to make special efforts to 
“capture a German dead or alive.” An identification was 
badly needed. A patrol was sent out immediately, but could 
effect nothing that night. At 1op.m., on 3rd, and at 2 a.m. on 4th, 
patrols again went out across No Man’s Land and reached the 
enemy’s wire, but still without the desired result. One of these 
patrols lay in ambush hoping to catch a German listening patrol, 
but tired of waiting, they found a hostile working party and threw 


* Lieut.-Colonel Young left the 2nd Battalion on 8th June and took over command 
of the 2nd Green Howards on 8th July. 


IQI§ The 8th Bn. Arrives in France. 81 


a couple of bombs amongst them. On the night of 4th, how- 
ever, an East Yorkshire listening post observed a German patrol 
of 12 men out in front of the enemy’s wire. The men in the 
listening post opened fire, one German fell dead and the rest 
fled back to their trenches. Creeping out of the post the East 
Yorkshiremen carried the dead German back to their trenches. 
At 11.50 a.m. on fth, the following telegram was received at 
Battalion H.Q. from 83rd Brigade H.Q.: ‘ G.O.C. 28th Division 
is very pleased with your success in getting the German last 
night, and hopes the Brigade will get some more of them.” 

On 1st September, the Battalion was in the Kemmel sector 
and evidently the enemy was far from aggressive, for only one 
man was killed and three wounded during the tour of four days: 
the Diary for these few days reads: “Trenches. Nothing to 
report.” Relief came on the 5th, and the East Yorkshires moved 
back to White Rose Farm, Scherpenberg, where, on 7th, Lieut.- 
Colonel W. A. Blake, rst Wilts. Regiment, arrived and took 
over command. One more tour in the trenches (from rith to 
17th) followed by five days at Scherpenberg, and then on the 
morming of 23rd September the znd Battalion marched to 
Outersteene and billeted in the village, remaining there until 
§ a.m. on 26th, at which hour the 28th Division began to march 
south to join in the Battle of Loos, where the 8th East York- 
shires of the 21st Division were already engaged with the enemy. 

The 8th (Service) Battalion, East Yorkshire Regiment (Lieut.- 
Colonel B. I. Way, commanding), with other units of the 62nd 
Infantry Brigade, 21st Division, crossed over from Folkestone 
to Boulogne, on 8th and gth September, and by the evening of 
11th, the Brigade was concentrated in the area Ganspette- 
Eperlecques-Houlle-Moulle: the East Yorkshires were billeted 
in the latter village. They were brigaded with the roth Green 
Howards and 12th and 13th Northumberland Fusiliers. From 
the 11th to the 2oth, field training was carried out, especially 
route marching, bomb throwing, sniping and machine-gun 
practice. A brigade field day was held on 17th, when a practice 
attack was carried out on model trenches. Four sergeants lent 
by the Guards Division gave instruction to the Battalion in 
grenadier work—a very useful course. But only the Adjutant 
and Company Commanders were sent for a 24-hours’ tour in the 
front-line trenches—the N.C.Os. and men had no opportunity 
of gaining an insight into what actually happened in the front 
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line, before they were called upon to take part in a great battle. 
In view of subsequent events, it is important to remember that 
the 21st Division as a whole had never held a front-line sector, 
and, indeed, had arrived in France only 12 days before it was 
hurried down by long route marches to Loos and put into the 
battle front totally inexperienced. 

The move south began at 7.10 p.m. on the 20th September, 
all troops having been ordered to march at night and billet during 
the daylight hours in order to deceive the enemy’s aeroplane 
observers. The first march was to the area St. Martin—Wittes- 
Le Mont Dupil, where the 62nd Brigade bivouacked in fields, 
all troops being in by 1 a.m.: the distance marched by the 8th 
East Yorkshires that night was 12 miles. The troops rested 
throughout the 21st, but marched again at 7.45 p.m. to the area 
Ames-—Lierette—Fancquenheim—Ecquedecque Les Presses. At 
7.30 p.m., on 22nd, the Brigade again set out for Burbure, where 
the better part of two days were spent. At 7 p.m., on 24th, 
the Brigade set out on the final stage of its journey reaching 
Noeux-les-Mines at 11 p.m. that night, and bivouacking in the 
fields just north of the village. Rain fell heavily throughout the 
night, and the men, bivouacked in the open, were wet through. 
The Battle was timed to begin at 6.30 the next morning—the 
25th September. 

Dawn of the 25th broke in a drizzling rain. The wind was 
negligible, what there was of it was not favourable for the dis- 
charge of gas. For, for the first time in the War, gas was to be 
used by the British. 

The terrain of the battlefield of “ Loos 1915 ”’ is interesting. 
The distance between the British and German trenches varied 
from 100 to §00 yards, and the intervening space was overgrown 
with long grass and self-sown crops. From the La Bassée Canal 
southwards, the lines of opposing trenches ran roughly parallel 
up an almost imperceptible rise to the south-west. From the 
Vermelles-Hulluch road southward, the advantage of height was 
on the enemy’s side as far as the Béthune—Lens road. At the latter 
point the two lines of trenches crossed a spur on which the rise 
culminated, and thence the command lay on the side of the 
British trenches. Due east of this intersection of spur and 
trenches, and about a mile away, was the mining village of Loos, 
and less than a mile further south-east was Hill 70, the summit 
of the gentle rise of the ground and the scene-to-be of much 
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bloody fighting. Other tactical features along the front were 
“Fosse 8” (about 1,000 yards south of Auchy), a coal mine 
with a high and strongly-defended slag heap: the Hohenzollern 
Redoubt, a strong work jutting out nearly 500 yards in front 
of the German line and close to the British trenches: Cité St. Elie, 
a mining village lying 1,500 yards south of Haisnes, also strongly 
defended: the Quarries, lying about half-way to the German 
trenches west of Cité St. Elie: Hulluch, another mining village 
about 3,000 yards north-east of Loos, and, lastly, ‘‘ Puits 14 Bis,” 
a coal mine with great possibilities for defence in conjunction with 
the strong redoubt situated on the north-east side of Hill 70. 
It was the latter around which many a desperate struggle took 
place. South-east of the village of Loos was a large double slag 
heap and the now-famous “ Loos Pylons.” 


At 5.50 a.m. smoke candles were burned and the gas cylinders . 


began to pour out their paralysing fumes. But the wind was so 
light that the gas hung about the British trenches and in some 
places blew back over the latter, asphyxiating the troops waiting 
to go forward. Five minutes previously the guns all along the 
front had opened fire and were engaged in deluging the German 
trenches with every kind of shell when the hour of attack for the 
infantry arrived, t.¢., 6.30 a.m. 

The first few hours of the struggle (before the 8th East York- 
shires entered into the Battle) may be briefly summarised: As 
the attack swept forward the enemy met the advance of the 
British infantry with wild rifle fire of slight intensity, but his 
artillery was deadly and accurate, causing considerable casualties. 
The 47th Division, on the extreme right, carried the southern 
outskirts of Loos and the double slag heap opposite Grenay, known 
as the Double Crassier, then, pushing on, took possession of the 
cemetery and the chalk pits south of Loos, and formed a strong 
defensive flank: the 15th Division, in little more than an hour, 
had captured Loos and its northern outskirts, Puits 14 Bis, and 
Hill 70, some units of the Division pushing on towards Cité 
St. Auguste, a mile east of Hill 70: the right Brigade of the 
1st Division was at first held up by the chalk pits south of 
Hulluch, but the left Brigade got well forward and even pene- 
trated the outskirts of Hulluch, capturing some guns: the 7th 
Division reached the Quarries, the western outskirts of Cité St. 
Elie and the village of Haisnes: the gth Division secured Fosse 8 
and the German front-line trenches east of the Vermelles railway : 
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the 2nd Division made practically no progress; it -had suffered 
from the effects of its own gas, and, moreover, the front of attack 
allotted to it was the most powerfully defended section of the 
German position. Such, briefly, was the position between g and 
10 a.m. 

At 9.30 a.m. the 21st and 24th Divisions were placed at the 
disposal of the G.O.C., First Army, who at once ordered the 
XIth Corps Commander to move his troops up in support of the 
attacking troops. Verbal orders were given to the G.O.C., 62nd 
Infantry Brigade, at 10.40 a.m. (afterwards confirmed at 10.465 
by Divisional Operation Orders) to move at once into the concen- 
tration area allotted to it north of Mazingarbe, as the 21st Division 
had been ordered to concentrate north and west of the village. 

At 11.15 a.m. the Brigade left Noeux-les-Mines and arrived 
in its concentration area about 1.20 p.m. Here meals were pre- 
pared for the troops. At 2.30 p.m., just as the men were about 
to begin their dinners, verbal orders came to move the 62nd 
Brigade at once on Loos via Quality Street. If Hill 70 was still 
held by British troops the Brigade was to support and, if necessary, 
relieve them; if the Hill had been abandoned, the Brigade was 
to retake it, and, if the situation permitted, advance against Cité 
St. Auguste. | 

With their clothes and packs drenched, tired through having 
passed a wretched and sleepless night in bivouacs under a 
drenching rain, and now deprived of their midday meal which 
might have brought them some degree of comfort, the 8th East 
Yorkshires fell in and, at 3 p.m., set off at the head of the Brigade 
down the Béthune-Lens road towards Loos. On arrival at 
Quality Street the Battalion was ordered to advance, with an 
interval between platoons, on Loos, as shells were bursting all 
round and the enemy had the range of the road toa nicety. The 
direction given the East Yorkshiremen was Hill 70, through 
Loos and over the double slag heaps. The roth Green Howards 
were ordered to follow in support of the 8th East Yorkshires. 
On arrival in Loos, Colonel Way was met by the Brigadier of the 
45th Brigade (1§th Division). The Battalion during its advance 
on Loos had had to cross the old German trenches, and had 
“strageled out” (as the Battalion Diary puts it). Moreover, 
the village was under very heavy shell fire, which somewhat broke 
up the formation. From this time onwards the Diaries both of 
the 8th East Yorkshires and 62nd Brigade H.Qs. are not only 
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extremely difficult to follow, but contradictory: it is impossible 
to disentangle a coherent account of the actions of the former, 
and, therefore, the Battalion Diary must tell its own story: 
“Colonel Way led on to the south-east side of the village, and 
formed up about a company and a-half. Shells of all classes were 
falling very thick around, and several casualties occurred. “ D” 
Company and part of “C,” under Colonel Way, crossed the 
Slag Heap and commenced entrenching. ‘‘C” Company and 
part of ““B” and about a company of the roth Green Howards, 
organised by the Adjutant, lined up and moved forward on the 
right. Major Ingles, Second-in-Command, formed up the two 
reserve Companies in Loos and went up to the Slag Heaps and 
commenced communication trenches. At 8 p.m. the Battalion 
was in line digging-in. Companies were reorganised, roth Green 
Howards on our right.* Colonel Way commanding the left of 
the Battalion and Major Ingles on the Slag Heaps. All night 
machine-gun fire from the right flank and shells made entrenching 
dificult. Two small counter-attacks were easily repulsed during 
the night.” 

Certain parts of the new British front line had been pushed 
back by nightfall on 25th and at 1 a.m. on 26th only a footing on 
the western slopes of Hill 70 was held. A gallant attempt to 
retake the Hill was made on the morning of 26th at 10 a.m., but, 
here again the story is somewhat confused, and is therefore given 
as recorded in the Battalion Diary: ‘* Lieut.-Colonel Way, with 
a party of 120 East Yorkshire Regiment, a few of the London 
Regiment and a few Northumberland Fusiliers, made an attack 
on Hill 70. The enemy’s trenches were, however, reached, but 
the flank fire from machine guns on the left and shells made the 
Battalion withdraw. At 11 a.m. the Slag Heap was heavily 
shelled, and Colonel Way, who was wounded, ordered a slight 
retirement to the village. Heavy casualties from snipers and 
machine guns occurred, and Major Ingles, with Captain Moon’s 
‘* A” Company, kept on the Slag Heap and held their position. 
Part of the Battalion retired at 4.30 p.m., and joined support 
trenches of 23rd Londons west of the village, and remained all 
night. Shelling by the enemy continued all night, and “A” 
and ‘‘ B” Companies held on to the Slag Heap until relieved by 
the Londons and Gordons at 4 p.m. (27th). The shelling was 


* A map in the Brigade Diary shows the roth Green Howards on the /eft of the 
8th East Yorkshires. 
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incessant, particularly during the relief. At 6.30 p.m. the Battalion 
was formed up in bivouac at Sailly-Labourse. Rain was falling 
throughout the engagement. A roll was called, and the casualty 
list made for the three days’ action. Officers: killed 4, wounded 
II, missing 1, died of wounds 1, gassed 1, wounded and missing 1.* 
Other ranks, killed 21, wounded 132, missing 131, gassed 1, wounded 
and missing 1, died of wounds 1.” 

On the 28th the 8th Battalion (in Brigade) entrained and 
reached Berguette Station, north of Lillers, at 1 a.m. on 2gth, 
and billeted at Liettres for refitting. 

Thus ends the story of the 8th East Yorkshires at Loos, and 
considering the fact that it was the first time the Battalion had 
been under fire, it is a very creditable story.’ Colonel Way and 
his men were in a difficult position, the Slag Heap, which he held, 
was always dominated by the enemy from higher ground in front 
and on the flanks, and that his troops straight out from England 
and flung into a great battle without previous experience hung on 
in face of a terrific shell fire, was a very praiseworthy performance. 

On the 27th September, the third day of the Battle, the 28th 
Division was placed at the disposal of the G.O.C., First Army. 
The Division, as already stated, had begun to move south from 
Bailleul, and, on 26th, the 2nd East Yorkshire Regiment, marching 
from Outersteene, reached Robecq. At 12.30 p.m. on 27th the 
Battalion “‘ embussed,” and, moving through Béthune, reached 
Noyelles, and, in a heavy rain, bivouacked in a field close to the 
village: the remaining units of the 83rd Brigade were in the 
same area. 

The night of 27th/28th was spent in the utmost discomfort, 
all around were signs and sounds of the great struggle raging in 
the front line, and these, combined with the wretched conditions 
of the bivouacs, which the rain had turned into something 
approaching a quagmire, dissipating all chances of sleep. The 
Battalion was, however, early astir, for at 2.10 a.m. on 28th, Brigade 
Headquarters received orders to despatch a battalion to 
Vermelles Church, where it would be met by a staff officer from 
the 7th Division, who would guide the Battalion to where the 
7th Division wanted it. The 2nd East Yorkshires were detailed, 
and at 3 a.m. marched off to Vermelles, where the Battalion came 
under the orders of 7th Division, and was led by the staff officer 
into some reserve trenches near the Headquarters of the 22nd 


* The only officer mentioned by name is Colonel Way, who was wounded. 
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Brigade. In this position the Battalion passed the whole day 
from § a.m. to 6 p.m., shelled frequently, though only 5 casualties 
were suffered. During the evening “ B” and “ C” Companies 
were moved up to trenches west of the Quarry, relieving the 
Royal Scots and Middlesex, who had already received a hard 
gruelling. The relief was completed about 2 a.m. on 2gth. 

As soon as dawn had broken, the East Yorkshires became 
involved with the enemy, for about 7 a.m. the Germans began 
a heavy bombing attack down St. Elie trench, held apparently 
by a battalion of the South Staffordshire Regiment. Two 
squads of East Yorkshire bombers, under 2nd Lieut. L. B. Frere, 
were sent off to reinforce the South Staffords and successfully 
beat off the attack and forced the enemy back. Next, about 
g a.m., the Germans broke through the line of the Buffs on the 
left of the 2nd East Yorkshires and attacked the left Company 
(*C”) of the latter Battalion. But again 2nd Lieut. Frere, 
with his splendid bombers, broke up the attack and reoccupied 
the trenches vacated by the Buffs. The cost, however, had 
been great, for during this affair, Captain E. S$. Wilson and 
2nd Lieut. Frere were killed and 2nd Lieuts. G. Lister and J. A. 
Jenkins wounded: about 90 men of “C” Company had also 
become casualties. 

The most desperate fighting of that long day went on about 
the Quarries and the MHohenzollern Redoubt. Attacks and 
counter-attacks by the opposing forces were frequent and trenches 
changed hands again and again. It was a real ‘“‘ bomber’s day,” 
but the British hand grenades were inferior to those used by the 
Germans. Indeed, amongst a batch of “ Field Messages” pre- 
served with the official diaries, there are several complaining of 
the poor quality of the bombs compared with those used by the 
enemy. The supply also was very limited, whereas the Germans 
had apparently an unlimited number at their disposal. 

During the afternoon, another heavy bombing attack by the 
enemy was made on the Middlesex Regiment on the left of the 
line in Big Willie. The Germans advanced in considerable 
strength, flinging their bombs with deadly accuracy. Once 
again the East Yorkshiremen drove the enemy back, 2nd Lieut. 
R. J. H. Gatrell, with two squads of bombers, retaking the whole 
of the line gained by the Germans from the Middlesex and 
enabling the latter to reoccupy their former position. 

But these repeated counter-attacks had weakened the 2nd East 
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Yorkshires, whose losses throughout that day of trial had been 
heavy, so that the C.O., in replying to a message from Brigade 
H.Qs.,* explains his situation in the following terms: ‘“ Your 
B.M. 957 received aaa. If Middlesex call on us for assistance we 
will be unable to relieve all the units specified in your B.M. 950 aaa. 
Even under your instructions I consider I am holding the line 
thinly with one of my companies reduced by half and three officer 
casualties in that company aaa ‘The situation in Middlesex line 
is not known except that our bombers have driven back the 
German bombers to a point between 35 and 42 G.S.a. Our 
bombers have suffered severely during the day, repulsed German 
counter-attack from Slag Alley and direction of Point 35 on 
behalf of other battalions and are now so reduced that they are 
only able to hold the ground gained aaa The second-class bombs 
sent to-day have helped largely in producing these casualties aaa 
I shall require at least 1,500 first-class grenades before moving, 
as my stock now is nearly run out aaa The Germans appear to 
have an immense reserve and succeed always in producing bombs 
when our own have finished aaa Under these conditions can I 
carry on with relief as arranged aaa_ I have not seen K.O.Y.L.I. 
bombers for two hours.” 

At this period (September, 1915) the best grenade in use by 
the British in France was undoubtedly the “ Mills No. 5”: 
the stick grenade used by the Germans was capable of being thrown 
further than the British grenade. The Hales grenade, also used 
by the British, was a useful weapon but the ball grenade in damp 
weather was hopeless—it would not detonate. 

In the evening, “‘ D ”” Company of the East Yorkshires relieved 
“*C” Company (now almost exhausted) on the left of the line, 
and “A” Company, with the remainder of “C,” took over a 
new piece of line from the South Staffords, Queen’s and 
Warwicks. 

On the 30th, the Germans started another bombing attack 
on the left of the 2nd Battalion, but during the night the com- 
munication trenches had been thoroughly blocked and the enemy 
made no progress. During the morning, 2nd Lieut. R. J. H. Gatre 
was wounded. The remainder of the day passed without incident 
and at night a battalion of the King’s Liverpool Regiment filed 
into the trenches and relieved the East Yorkshiremen, the relief 
being completed by § a.m. on 2nd October. 

* B.M. 957 is not with the Diaries, neither is B.M. 950. 
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But the Battalion was allowed little rest, for on the 3rd, at 
II a.m., a move back to the front line was begun. The trenches 
taken over from the 2nd Cheshires and Suffolks by the East 
Yorkshiremen lay immediately south of the Hohenzollern Redoubt : 
the relief was completed by 7 p.m. An hour later the Battalion 
received orders that a combined attack by 2nd East Yorkshire 
Regiment and the 1st K.O.Y.L.I. was to be made at 4.45 a.m. 
on the following morning. The artillery was to bombard the 
enemy’s defences from 4.1§ a.m. to 4.45 a.m., the infantry to go 
forward when the guns lifted at the latter hour. 

At 4.20 a.m. on 4th “ BB”? Company, under Captain W. H. 
Wilson, got out of the trenches and moved forward about §0 yards 
in order to be ready to go forward immediately the guns lifted off 
the Hohenzollern Redoubt. Heavy rifle and machine-gun fire 
met the Company as it cleared the trenches, and it was impossible 
to make good all the ground that was indicated as the starting-point 
of the attack, so, amidst a perfect hail of bullets, the men lay 
down and awaited the order to advance. Punctually at 4.45 a.m. 
“* B ” Company rose and charged forward. In the face of a merci- 
less fire a gallant attempt was made to reach the hostile line, 
but the men were mown down. ‘‘D” Company, ordered to 
follow “ B,” was unable to move, owing to the congestion in the 
trenches consequent on the latter Company not being able to make 
ground. The attack was a failure. 

On the left of the East Yorkshires the K.O.Y.L.I. had suffered 
in a similar manner. 

It is evident from Colonel Blake’s reasons for the failure of this 
attack (given in the Battalion Diary) that the guns did not 
bombard the enemy’s trenches before the assault took place. He 
said: ‘IJ attribute the failure of this attack to following causes: 
(i) no artillery bombardment; (ii) complete lack of element of 
surprise. The Germans were well prepared, and had not been 
in the slightest shaken by the desultory shelling that had taken 
place throughout the day. (iii) The Germans had been digging 
themselves in during the day previous, and had thoroughly 
improved their trenches; (iv) the relief the day before did not 
finish until 7 p.m. Company officers had only a very indistinct 
idea of the trenches they were occupying, and none at all of the 
positions they were to attack.” 

The whole attack was indeed a waste of life and energy. The 
gallant fellows who “ went over the top” did their best unflinch- 
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ingly, but they could not prevail unsupported by artillery fire 
against an enemy well entrenched and prepared to contest every 
inch of ground. 

Two-thirds of ‘‘ B ”” Company had become casualties. Captain 
W. H. Wilson was killed; 2nd Lieuts. N. E. Trier and A. 
Wiggington were wounded, the former of these two subalterns 
dying of his wounds on 6th October. 

That night the Battalion set to work to wire the front of the 
trenches, though a few more casualties were suffered owing to 
the enemy’s almost continuous machine-gun and rifle fire. 

On the 5th the 2nd East Yorkshires were relieved by the Irish 
and Scots Guards, and, the relief being completed by § a.m. 
the following morning, the Battalion moved back again to 
Annequin, and, later, to billets in Les Harisoirs. In the latter 
place several days were spent in “cleaning up,” refitting and 
parades.* But on the 15th the Battalion moved to Essars, on 
the 17th to Preol and on the 21st to Lenglet. 

On the night of the 22nd October the East Yorkshires marched 
out of Lenglet to Fouqueril railway station, and, at 1.30 a.m. 
on 23rd, entrained for Marseilles. The 28th Division was leaving 
France for Salonika. On reaching Marseilles Battalion Head- 
quarters two Companies embarked on board the S.S. “ Malda,” 
and the remaining Companies on the S.S. “‘ Alnwick Castle.” The 
Division sailed at 7 a.m. on 27th October. 

During the Battle of Loos subsidiary actions took place at 
Pietre, Bois Grenier and Bellewaarde, whilst other divisions in 
the line, from north of the La Bassée Canal to the Ypres Salient, 
carried out fire demonstrations. But no other Battalion of the 
East Yorkshire Regiment attacked the enemy. 


* While at Les Harisoirs, Major B. W. Bogle left the Battalion to take temporary 
command of the Northumberland Fusiliers (84th Brigade). 
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GALLIPOLI. 


THE BATTLES OF SUVLA: 6th-21st August. 
The Landing at Suvla, 6th-15th August. 


OM France and Flanders where, during a year and 
more, the Regiment had been through many stiff fights, 
the story of the East Yorkshiremen turns to the sandy 
slopes and rugged hills of Suvla Bay, Gallipoli. 

Early in December, 1914, the 6th (S.) Battalion, then 
in camp in Belton Park, Grantham, became Pioneers, and 
were replaced in the 32nd Infantry Brigade by a battalion of the 
West Riding Regiment. Recollections of that winter near Grantham 
may be summed up in the words: cold, rain, mud (thick clay 
into which, in places, men sank up to their knees) and hard training. 
In April, the Battalion marched to Rugby and entrained for 
Witley, Surrey, where just over two months of strenuous training 
were spent. Towards the end of June, the 11th Division received 
orders to embark for an overseas theatre of the War. All ranks 
thought they were going to France, but almost at the last minute 
the Battalion learnt that the destination of the Division was the 
Dardanelles. 

On the 3oth June, the Battalion (strength 27 officers, 1 M.O., 
955 other ranks and transport, under the command of Lieut.- 
Colonel H. G. A. Moore) left camp for Avonmouth, embarking 
at 1.30 p.m. on board the “ Frankonia.” But it was not until 
8.45 p.m., on the Ist July that the vessel put out to sea, as rumours 
of German submarines were rife. Escorted by two destroyers, 
the “ Frankonia” sailed during the evening of Ist July, and 
five days later, Gibraltar was passed. ‘Twenty-four hours were 
spent at Malta, where the ship coaled, and the vessel then pro- 
ceeded to Alexandria which was sighted on 11th July. On 13th, 
the voyage was resumed and at 7 a.m. on rth, the boat entered 
the outer harbour of Mudros Bay. By midday, on 16th, all four 
Companies of the East Yorkshires were ashore and bivouacked 
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three-quarters of a mile from the landing-stage. During the 
month much work was done, but the health of the Battalion was 
badly affected by diarrhoea, which undoubtedly had an important 
bearing in the subsequent operations. On the ist August, orders 
were received to embark for Imbros and rejoin the 11th Division. 
‘““A” and “ B’” Companies, under Lieut.-Colonel Moore, with 
Battalion H.Q., left at 1.30 p.m. on 2nd and “C” and “D” 
Companies, under Major M. G. Cowper, a little later, but both 
vessels arrived at Imbros about 6 a.m. on 3rd. The 4th August 
was spent in practising, embarking and disembarking from lighters 
to destroyers, for on the night of the 6th-7th August a new landing 
at Suvla was to take place in a fresh attempt to wrest the Gallipoli 
Peninsula from the Turks, 

And here for a while it is interesting to outline briefly the 
plan of operations in which the 6th East Yorkshires were to take 
part. 

Early in June, it had become apparent that the general situa- 
tion on the Gallipoli Peninsula was by no means satisfactory. The 
operations of 6th-8th May had shown that neither the forces at 
Anzac nor those on the southern portion of the Peninsula were 
strong enought to fight their way to the Narrows. Reinforcements, 
in niggardly numbers, had arrived from England, but the forces 
necessary to bring the operations to a successful close were not 
forthcoming. Three regular divisions, plus the infantry of two 
Territorial Divisions, were promised in June, the advanced guard 
of these troops being due to arrive by 1oth July, and by roth 
August the concentration of these fresh forces was to be com- 
plete. One of these divisions was the 11th, which, as already stated, 
had arrived at Lemnos. Several methods of using these new troops 
suggested themselves to Sir Ian Hamilton, but the plan adopted 
was as follows : 

“Reinforcement of the Australian and New Zealand Army 
Corps (at Anzac) combined with a landing in Suvla Bay. Then, 
with one strong push, to capture Hill 305, and, working from that 
dominating point, to grip the waist of the Peninsula.” “ Hill 305 ” 
was Koja Chemen Tepe on the Sari Bair Ridge. 

The first landing at Suvla Bay was to be entrusted to the 
11th Division, of which the C.-in-C. said: “‘ Whilst concentrated 
on the Island of Imbros the spirit and physique of the 11th 
Division had impressed me very favourably. They were to lead 
off the landing.” 
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The r1th Division was to be ferried over to the Peninsula 
from Imbros in destroyers and motor lighters. The latter were 
thus described by Lieut.-Colonel Cowper (then second-in-command 
of the 6th East Yorkshire Regiment): ‘These lighters are 
specially built, and generally known as beetles, which they rather 
resemble when you see them on the sea, painted a dark grey, a 
little sort of conning tower to protect the steersman, they are 
low in the water, have two decks and a large gangway, which 
can be pulled up or let down at will to allow the men to walk off 
four abreast. They work under their own steam, and hold 
500 men.” Disembarkation at Suvla was to begin at 10.30 p.m., 
half an hour later than the attack on the Turkish outposts on the 
northern flank at Anzac. It was hoped that the three Brigades 
of the 11th Division at Suvla would be ashore with a firm footing 
before daylight on 7th. The roth Division was to follow the 
11th almost immediately. 

The first task of the [Xth Corps (to which the 11th and roth 
Divisions belonged) was to seize and hold Chocolate Hill and 
Ismail Oglu Tepe, together with the high ground on the north 
and south of Suvla Bay. If all the important heights above the 
Bay were captured in the first bound, the Corps Commander 
(General Stopford) would then be free to direct the remainder 
of his force, as it became available, through the Anafartas to 
the east of Sari Bair, where it would be in a position to smash 
Turkish opposition to the attack of the “‘ Anzacs.” 

The 11th Division was to land at three places, designated 
Beaches “ A,” “B” and “C.” ‘“ B” and “C” were just south 
of Nibrunesi Point, and “‘ A” was on the shores of the Bay 
opposite Hill 10. 

Some description of the battlefield-to-be is necessary, be it 
ever so brief. The low-lying shore of Suvla Bay was semi- 
circular in shape. At its southern end was Nibrunesi Point, 
which sloped up gradually to a round hill known as Lala Baba. 
Suvla Point was at the extreme northern end of the Bay, and 
here also was another small hill known as Ghazi Baba. Hill 10 
lay opposite old “A” Beach, some eight hundred yards east of 
the seashore, and about the same distance north of the Salt Lake. 
The latter was large and rectangular in shape, with a narrow neck 
(known as “ The Cut ”’”), through which the water joined up with 
the water of the Bay. At this period, however, the Salt Lake 
was practically dry, though marshy in places. Immediately 
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south, east and north of the lake the terrain consisted of low 
sandhills and flat country, with patches of scrub, and here and 
there a tree. But beyond the neighbourhood of the lake the 
ground gradually sloped upwards to the heights above the Bay, 
and was more fertile, being covered with bushes and thick under- 
growth and intersected by dry watercourses. Looking south- 
wards from Kiretch Tepe Sirt, the latter practically commanded 
the whole of the Bay, but was in turn dominated further east 
by the high ground about the Turkish village of Anafarta Sagir, 
between which and the Salt Lake lay certain prominent features 
known as Baka Baba, Scimitar Hill, Hill roo (Ismail Oglu Tepe), 
Yilghin Burnu and Chocolate Hill. Lala Baba, Hill 10 and 
Ghazi Baba were held by Turkish outposts. 

Tekke Tepe and Kavak Tepe were hills north of Anafarta 
Sagir. 

Water was scarce, was indeed so great a problem that it would 
have to be brought in the first place with the troops and distributed 
from lighters. Troops cannot fight without an adequate supply 
of water, and on the Gallipoli Peninsula the heat of summer was 
almost unbearable. 

The attacking units of the 32nd Infantry Brigade embarked 
at Imbros at varying hours from 4.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m., but the 
6th East Yorkshires, being then Pioneers, were not due to leave 
until later with the Divisional Troops, and it was 8.50 p.m. before 
the Battalion, aboard H.M.S. ‘“‘ Theseus,” set out for Suvla Bay. 
The “ Theseus”? had in tow a “ beetle” for disembarking the 
troops. The latter went lightly equipped: they took no kit 
with them, neither were packs worn. Haversacks, stuffed as full 
as possible, were carried on their backs, and they were loaded up 
with as much ammunition as they could carry. 

With every light ‘‘ doused,” the “ Theseus” drew near to 
Suvla Bay. Intense excitement reigned aboard, for in the distance 
the sudden flashes and reports of exploding shells and the rattle 
of musketry announced the fact that the landing had begun, 
but was opposed. 

Scarcely had the “ Theseus” dropped her anchor when the 
troops began to transfer themselves to the “ beetle.” Battalion 
Headquarters with Lieut.-Colonel Moore and “A” and “B” 
Companies of the East Yorkshires went off first. Puffing and 
snorting, with the troops packed like sardines on her deck, the 
“beetle” headed for a single light which glimmered on “C”’ 
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Beach (south of Lala Baba) where the Battalion was to land. The 
tiny vessel took the beach with a bump, down went the landing 
stage and the troops hurried down and found themselves on the 
sandy shores of Suvla. The “beetle” then returned to the 
** Theseus ” and took off the remaining two Companies, 1.¢., “C ” 
and “D”, Major M. G. Cowper. 

Exactly what time the Battalion landed it is impossible to say, 
but apparently the 32nd Brigade was even then engaged in attack- 
ing Lala Baba, which the Turks were defending stubbornly, 
clinging to their trenches to the bitter end. But about 3 a.m., 
on 7th, after Lala Baba had been taken, the 6th East Yorkshires 
occupied and entrenched the S.E. slopes of the Hill. In this 
position the Battalion remained in reserve. Lala Baba had thus 
fallen to the 32nd Brigade and about this period (3 a.m.) the 
6th Green Howards, part of the 9th West Yorkshires and three 
companies of the 8th Duke of Wellington’s Regiment were pushed 
northwards along the sandy spit towards Hill 10, then being 
attacked by the 34th Brigade. Hill 10, shown on the map as a 
mere round spot, covered a much larger area. On the top of the 
Hill, the Turks had built a strong redoubt, consisting of a line of 
well-constructed trenches protected by land mines. ‘The redoubt 
had gun emplacements and mounted one, if not two guns of small 
calibre. The Hill was, in fact, far more strongly held than was 
anticipated and as a result, the attack was held up until daylight. 

As dawn broke the East Yorkshiremen on Lala Baba had their 
first real view of Suvla. In front of the Battalion was the great 
Salt Lake, quite dried up and stretching eastwards, beyond which 
dimly outlined in the early morning light, were Chocolate Hill 
and Yilghin Burnu; Osmail Oglu Tepe and Scimitar Hill were 
still further in the distance. Looking almost directly north, they 
could see the troops taking whatever cover the sandy slopes about 
Hill ro offered, until the 32nd and 34th Brigades received orders 
to attack; and beyond Hill 10 the rugged ridge Kiretch Tepe Sirt 
appeared formidable, foreboding evil. Almost directly east the 
two big hills, Tekke Tepe and Kavak Tepe, stared down upon the 
Bay, grim and stately. 

The rattle of rifle fire began to increase, and it was not long 
before Lala Baba was marked down as a target by the enemy’s 
artillery. One gun in particular, named by the East Yorkshiremen 
“* Billy Beach ” pounded away at the Battalion and, although the 


men dug themselves in, twenty casualties were suffered. 
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Throughout the 7th August, the Battalion remained on Lala 
Baba and what was seen of the desperate fighting on that day of 


’ stress 1s thus recorded in the diary of the second-in-command: 


“Qur interest was concentrated on Chocolate Hill. We could 
see our troops advancing, shells bursting amongst them and men 
being bowled over right and left. Big shells, sounding like express 
trains as they passed over us, shells of all sorts and description from 
cruisers, monitors and destroyers, bursting round the hill and 
further inland where any movement of the enemy was noticed. 
The village of Anafarta (Sagir), which had a thin white minaret, 
seemed to be a mass of flame and smoke, but the minaret remained 
untouched. Our men pushed steadily forward gaining ground in 
little groups, and, just before dusk and after the whole hill appeared 
to be a mass of bursting shells and burning scrub and nothing 
could be seen alive on it, there was cheering which we could hear 
frcm where we were, the hill was rushed by our men and captured. 
The losses of course were very heavy. General Haggard, our old 
Colonel, was badly wounded, but even as he was being taken back 
on a stretcher, he cheered his men on: ‘ Push on, let ’em have it, 
give ’em hell, boys!’ Having posted our sentries and made 
another attack on the bully beef and got a little tea going, we 
settled down for the night. As we had no sleep the night before, 
there was not much difficulty about it, but woke early feeling 
stiff and cold. . . . We had breakfast—more bully beef, biscuits 
and some tea. About 9 a.m., we got orders to move beyond the 
outlet of the Salt Lake into Suvla Bay and attach ourselves to 
the 32nd Brigade and attack in the direction of some windmills 
which we could sce near little Anafarta and hold the line there.” 
Owing to the heavy casualties sustained by the 6th Green Howards 
(32nd Infantry Brigade), the 6th East Yorkshires (Pioneers) were 
to be attached to the Brigade for the day’s operations. 

If ever in the history of any campaign on land one day was of 
more importance than another, then the 8th August, 1915, at 
Suvla Bay held all the possibilities of success or failure, for every 
hour was priceless. For what, indeed, rested upon the results of 
the attack of 8th August ? No less a person than Liman von 
Sanders, the German General commanding the Turks, said that the 
fate of the whole campaign, of the Fifth Turkish Army, and, indeed, 
of Constantinople itself, turned upon the issue of this battle. 

From a regimental point of view and to the everlasting glory 
of the East Yorkshire Regiment, it may be said at once that the 
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6th Service Battalion, by a brilliant feat of arms, penetrated to 
the key position—Tekke Tepe—at dawn on the gth August, and 
would have held it had they been supported. One Brigade pushed 
resolutely to the top of Tekke Tepe, on the afternoon, or even 
during the evening, of 8th August, and the Gallipoli Campaign 
would have had a very different ending. 

But to return to the early morning of that momentous day. 
The 32nd Brigade Order (B.M. 42) which reached Colonel Moore, 
about 9 a.m. on the morning of &th August, was sent out at 8.15 
am. It read as follows: “The 32nd Brigade is to advance to 
the line Sulajik 105 to Anafarta Ova 118 N. 4, connecting up on 
the right with the roth Division at Yilghin Burnu and on the 
left with Dorsets, who in turn connect with 3oth Brigade. The 
Brigade will move via 117 R.W. then south-east aaa First Line 
6th East Yorkshires on the right, gth West Yorkshires on left. 
Second line 6th Green Howards on right, 8th West Riding on left 
and 67th Field Company. Reserve, 6th York and Lancaster 
Regiment aaa On securing the above line, the Brigade will 
entrench under the orders of O.C., 67th Field Company.* Reserve 
for present will remain on eastern slope of Hill 10 aaa Reports 
to Reserve aaa Time of move will be notified later. The left 
of East Yorkshire Regiment will direct.” 

From Lala Baba the East Yorkshires set out for their forming- 
up line. They marched along the narrow strip of land north of 
Lala Baba and “ The Cut” and, by 9.45 a.m. (Zero hour for the 
advance of the 32nd Brigade) had reached the position allotted to 
them on the right of the Brigade line. There was no hostile 
shelling, indeed, all but one of the Turkish guns which had been 
firing on 7th, had been withdrawn behind the Anafarta ridge as 
the Turks fully expected the British troops would continue their 
advance. The solitary gun fired only a few rounds throughout 
the 8th August and did little damage. What rifle fire there was 
came from Turkish snipers cleverly hidden in the thick scrub 
which covered the ground leading up to the heights overlooking 
the Bay, but in the early stages of the advance there was an entire 
absence of anything like an organised attempt by the enemy to 
force the. invaders back to the seashore, for at this period the 
Turks had insufficient troops for that purpose.t 


* Major Brunner, R.E. 

t+ G.H.Q. at Imbros had told the Corp :Commander that he might expect to find 
five battalions of Turks holding the Suvla area. Actually, there were three—one Brusa 
Gendarmes, one Gallipoli Gendarmes and one battalion of the 34th Regiment. 
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Of the 32nd Brigade, the East Yorkshiremen were alone fresh 
and unwearied by previous action, but the remaining troops had 
been marching and fighting since the night of the landing (6th) 
and throughout the scorching heat of 7th, and the night of 
7th-8th, had been anything but restful. 

The 32nd Brigade formed up on a N.E. to S.W. line east of 
Hill 10, all units as ordered. At this period (9.45 a.m.) it is interest- 
ing to note again the positions held. Chocolate Hill and Yilghin 
Burnu had been captured and held and from the right and left 
of these two positions the line bent back to the Salt Lake. On 
the left of the 32nd Brigade the Dorsets were on the southern 
slopes of Kiretch Tepe Sirt, the line on their left running up and 
across the hill to the summit, about 1,000 yards N.E. of Karakol 
Dagh. 

The 32nd Brigade advanced, the two Battalions of the sister 
regiments, East and West Yorkshires, on the right and left 
respectively. The East Yorkshires went forward in the following 
formation: ‘“ B” Company on the left under Major Bray, “ D ” 
on the right under Captain Grant, “ C” in the second line and 
“A” in reserve. Lieut.-Colonel Moore advanced with the first 
line. Desultory rifle fire from Turkish snipers concealed in the 
scrub met the advance of the two leading Battalions of the 
Brigade, but there was no opposition,®* hardly a Turk was seen, 
and there was no hostile artillery fire. Major M. G. Cowper 
thus described the early stage of that forward movement: “ We 
passed various scenes of the fighting of the day before, an unpleasant 
sight, especially where the gorse had caught fire and the bodies 
of both Turks and English were lying about. We reached our 
position.” And Major Bray said: ‘‘ We did this without any 
loss.” It is therefore clear that the advance of the 32nd Brigade 
was practically unopposed. Indeed, so weak was the opposition 
that both the East and West Yorkshire Battalions went on further 
than the Brigade intended them to advance, for they reached a 
ridge, 70 feet high, subsequently known as Scimitar Hill, beyond 
which, some 700 or 800 yards away, lay the Anafarta Ridge, 
stretching from Anafarta Sagir in a south-westerly direction 
almost to Ismail Oglu Tepe. 

Hostile fire now became more frequent and heavy. In front 
of the East Yorkshiremen was a fairly steep slope down into a 
hollow, then a steep rise to a ridge (Anafarta Ridge) much higher 


* “At first no opposition was met with.”’—RBattalion Diary. 
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than the one the Battalion occupied. The whole country was 
covered with very thick, thorny, low scrub, and the Turkish 
positions could not be detected. Very skilfully the enemy had 
hidden himself, had clothed his weakness in trees and bushes, 
and now every movement on the part of his opponents was 
answered by the crack of rifles, and it was not long before the 
Battalion suffered casualties. Captain A. S. C. Rogers was the 
first officer to fall—shot dead by a sniper’s bullet. Shortly after- 
wards Major C. L. Estridge (Adjutant) was wounded in the arm, 
and several other ranks became casualties. ‘‘ Directly we showed 
our noses over the ridge,” said Major Cowper, “‘ we were met by 
a tremendous lot of firing and many men fell.” At what hour the 
Fast and West Yorkshires took up their positions on Scimitar Hill, 
it is impossible to gather from the Diaries, but apparently these 
two Battalions received orders to stay where they were and 
cover a working party at Sulajik, which place was being put, by 
the 67th Field Company, R.E., in a state of defence, by the 
construction of a line of trenches about the huts, the latter also 
being prepared against attack. The East Yorkshires had signalled 
their position back to the signallers of 32nd Brigade H.Q., who were 
on Hill 10, but the message is not with the official records.* 

What is even more important, three officer patrols were sent 
out by the East Yorkshires, and the results of their patrolling 
were conclusive evidence that right up to the night of 8th-gth 
August the Turks at Suvla were negligible in numbers. These 
three patrols penetrated the Turkish lines: ‘“‘ one got on to the 
top of Tekke Tepe (square 119.0.); another on to the Anafarta 
Ridge about Square 106B., and the third at 105.P. These 
patrols found that the enemy were in no great strength, and they 
were of the opinion that an attack, pushed home, supported by 
artillery fire, would have succeeded.’’t 

The chief interest of the above quotation centres upon the 
patrol which reached the top of Tekke Tepe, for it was an officer 
and a signaller corporal of the 6th East Yorkshires who reached 
the top, and returning to Battalion Headquarters, reported that 
“the hill was then empty.” The acting Adjutant (Captain J. 
Still) then got through to 32nd Brigade H.Q. on Hill 10, and 


* “ They (Bde. H.Qs.) knew where we were for I was in touch by day with Bde. 
H.Qs. signallers on Hill ro or close to it.’""—Captain John Still, late 6th East Yorkshire 
Regiment. 

t Revised Diary of 32nd Infantry Brigade H.Qs. 
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gave the result of the patrol.* There is no doubt about this, for 
Captain Still said “I sent it (the message) myself.” That must 
have been during the daylight hours of 8th, for Captain Still 
also said “* by night I lost contact (with Brigade H.Q.), for both 
my lamps failed me.” Another statement in the revised diary 
of the 32nd Infantry Brigade H.Q. states: ‘‘ Owing to the 
presence of Turkish patrols and infantry they (the British patrols) 
were unable to get back until after dark, and the information 
they brought in did not reach Brigade H.Q., till about 2 a.m. the 
next morning.” 

The situation during the evening of the 8th August appears 
to have been as follows: Of the 32nd Infantry Brigade, the 6th 
East Yorkshires (right) and gth West Yorkshires (left) on Scimitar 
Hill; the 8th Duke of Wellington’s Regiment and the 67th Field 
Company, R.E., were at Sulajik turning the farm and huts into 
a state of defence and digging entrenchments; the 6th Green 
Howards Regiment (much reduced in strength) north-west of 
Sulajik and the 6th York and Lancaster Regiment north-east of 
Hill 10 and on the lower slopes of Kiretch Tepe Sirt. It had 
been established by the 6th East Yorkshire Regiment that Tekke 
Tepe, the key to the whole position was empty and the Turkish 
line in front of the 32nd Brigade was so thin that three patrols 
had penetrated it. Two divisions of Turks were, however, being 
brought up hurriedly by forced marches from Bulair; other 
Turkish troops were on the way from the Adriatic side of the 
Dardanelles, and it was only a matter of a few hours before they 
would be in a position not only to oppose an attack on Tekke Tepe, 


* Patrol Report as sent back to 32nd Infantry Brigade H.Qs., on 8th August, 1915. 
s s e e 


“H.Q. 32nd Inf. Bde. 

‘* Reconnaissance of high ground half a mile to the north of Anafarta Sagir reports 
as follows: S. Party (from S.W. of ridge to a mile to the W.) reports ravine occupied 
by about twenty of the enemy. The patrol was forced to open fire, killing one 
Turk. The others returned N.E. over hill. Patrol was fired on by snipers from north 
of Anafarta Sagir which is in hostile occupation, as small parties of Turks could be seen 
entering it. Trenches evacuated by the enemy were found W. of ravine. Nothing 
could be seen or information obtained regarding enemy’s position in front of 32nd Bde. 
N. Party (from the ravine to 1,000 yards N. on the ridge). When the patrol reached 
the foot of the high ground, four parties of about four Turks each, halted on the W. 
slope of the hill, also individual Turks moving S.E. towards the village. They were 
apparently moving to escape the shell fire of the ships. Nothing could be seen of any 
formed body of the enemy or any sign that the bill was occupied by bim. 

H. G. A. Moores, Lieut.-Col. 
Commanding 6th East Yorks R. 
Aug. 8th, 1915. (Pioneers).”” 
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but to deliver heavy counter-attacks. ‘‘ Thus, the priceless twelve 
hours had already gone to help the chances of the Turkish rein- 
forcements which were, I knew, both from naval and aerial sources, 
already on the march for Suvla.”* The sands of time were 
indeed running out. The two gallant Battalions, the 6th East 
Yorkshires'and 9th West Yorkshires, had they been ordered to 
attack Tekke Tepe on the afternoon of 8th August, supported both 
by other infantry battalions and artillery, could have gained the 
key position with but little loss. They were subsequently ordered 
to do so, but when all chances of success were hopeless. 

As soon as it became dusk, the 6th Battalion, getting as far 
forward as they could, started to dig themselves in more securely. 
“About midnight,” said Colonel Cowper, ‘‘ when we had just 
about got our trenches finished, a belated order suddenly came 
to us that we were to retire to an old Turkish trench some distance 
in rear and at dawn to make an attack on the big hill, Tekke Tepe, 
whilst the West Ridings were to make for another hill. »  (Kavak 
Tepe). A message to withdraw from Scimitar Hill had been 
issued by Brigade Headquarters at 8.30 p.m. (20.30).f It is 
evident, however, that orders to attack were not issued with the 
orders to withdraw (vide footnote) and, indeed, the written orders 
to capture Tekke Tepe did not reach Brigade Headquarters until 
some hours later. And as will be seen from the foregoing narrative, 
the Brigade was scattered when these orders were issued, so 
scattered indeed that it was not until some time between 11.30 
p-m.{ and midnight that the order reached the East Yorkshires 
on Scimitar Hill, who were by that time “ dead beat,” and many 
of the men had fallen asleep. The written orders for the attack 
on Teckke Tepe were lost, but they were to this effect: ‘The 
32nd Infantry Brigade, less 6th Yorkshire Regiment and plus 
6th East Yorkshire Regiment (Pioneers) and 67th Field Company 
R.E., will move as soon as possible to-night (night 8th—gth August) 
and seize the high ground Tekke Tepe, Kavak Tepe and make 
themselves secure there. At 6 a.m., on the gth, the 33rd Infantry 
Brigade will attack the Ridge—Hill ror (square 106 Q.1)— 


* Official Despatches. 

+ ““B.M. 79. To oth W. Yorks, 6th Yorks. R., 8th West Ridings, 6th E. Yorkshires 
and 67th Field Coy. As soon as this reaches you withdraw and concentrate at Sulajik aaa 
The Brigadier will be there about 10.30 when he will issue orders.”’ Issued at 20.30 
hours, 8th August. 

‘ + ‘At 11.30 p.m., we suddenly got orders to withdraw from the hill.’"’"—Major 
ray. 
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Anafarta Sagir.”* These orders from 11th Divisional H.Q. were 
apparently issued by 32nd Brigade H.Q. late on 8th August and 
written orders from the Division were received at 2.15 a.m. 
on gth. 

The withdrawal from Scimitar Hill was most difficult. There 
was no moon, it was pitch dark, so dark, indeed, that it was almost 
impossible to find a thing once it had been put down, and it took ~ 
an extraordinary time to collect rifles, equipment and all sorts 
of odds and ends the Battalion had brought along with it. The 
men were very done up and the Battalion was some time in assem- 
bling. At last, however, the Turks keeping up a desultory rifle 
fire the while, the East Yorkshiremen moved off back to Sulajik, 
which position was reached in the early hours of gth. It had 
taken nearly two hours to collect everything and get back by a 
narrow and winding path to a very shallow trench, into which 
the men tumbled and fell asleep almost immediately. 

The most dramatic part of the story is yet to come. It should 
be remembered that the Battalion, on reaching Sulajik, was still 
unaware that it was to carry out an attack on Tekke Tepe. But 
between 3 and 3.30 a.m. all Company Commanders were suddenly 
ordered to report to the Colonel. They were told that the 
Battalion had received “ orders to seize the very high hill above 
Anafarta (Tekke Tepe), with the West Ridings attacking another 
hill on our left (Kavak Tepe). Orders were to attack at dawn, 
but had arrived an hour late.”t+ The Battalion was to move off 
immediately. 

In a state of extreme exhaustion, hungry and thirsty, the 
East Yorkshiremen had almost to be pulled out of their trench. 
The delay was inevitable, but Colonel Moore, eager to carry out 
his orders and get to the top of Tekke Tepe, started off with 
Battalions H.Q. and “*D” Company, so that when at last the 
three remaining Companies had assembled they found that their 
C.O. had gone on ahead. The verbal orders given by Colonel 
Moore to his Company Commanders were that “ B” and “ D” 
Companies would form the first line, ‘‘ B ” on the right and * D ” 
on the left; ‘A’ Company was to form the second line and 
“C” the reserve. The Adjutant (2nd Licut. J. Still) was with 
the Colonel, and when “ B ” Company, who should have formed 
up on the right of “‘ D,” started forward no sign could be seen of 


® From a document with the Diary of 32nd Infantry Brigade. 
+ Major Bray. 
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the latter. Thus the story of that forlorn attack divides itself 
into two parts—first the advance and subsequent adventures of 
Battalion H.Q. and “D” Company; secondly, the attempts 
by “ B,” “C,” and “ A” Companies to follow on behind * D,” 
and how they were held up and then forced to retire on Sulajik. 

It is not easy to disentangle the true story of that gallant 


. _ advance of a C.O., his Battalion H.Q. and one weak Company 


against the key position of Suvla Bay—Tekke Tepe. But, appar- 
ently, in crossing the open space between the trenches at Sulajik 
and the foot of the hill, little or no opposition was encountered. 
Two Sapper officers—Major F. W. Brunner and Lieutenant 
V. Z. Ferranti of the 67th Field Company—accompanied Colonel 
Moore, and at the foot of the hill the latter, with his Section, was 
ordered to wait there and follow up the heights with the next 
company of East Yorkshires when they came along. 

It was by now fairly light, for dawn was breaking, and a brilliant 
moon still hovered in the heavens. Colonel Moore’s party seems 
to have split up into three, the C.O., Major Brunner and the 
Adjutant, with one, Captain Steele with another, and Captain 
Elliott with the third. As already stated, the advance across 
country from Sulajik had been practically unopposed, only a few 
rifle shots falling about the East Yorkshiremen, but when the 
lower slope of the hill was reached, just north of Baka Baba, the 
enemy’s snipers became more insistent. Nothing daunted, 
however, the three small parties of East Yorkshiremen began the 
ascent of Tekke Tepe. Up they went though casualties were 
becoming ever more serious. Major Brunner was killed, and many 
other ranks had been shot down, but at last the survivors, Colonel 
Moore and Lieutenant Still leading, reached the summit. Varying 
accounts estimate the number of men who reached the top of 
Tekke Tepe as from 12 to 30, and the officers were Colonel Moore, 
Captain Elliott and Lieutenants Rawstone and Still. This little 
party of East Yorkshiremen had achieved the brilliant feat of reach- 
ing a position farther east on the heights above Suvla Bay than 
any other British troops; it was an achievement of which the 
Regiment might well be proud. But the end of their brave effort 
came quickly, for suddenly they were surrounded by Turks and 
cut off. Seeing that it was useless to resist, and so subject his 
officers and men to certain death, the C.O. gave the order to sur- 
render. With shouts the Turks rushed upon them, searched this 
_ gallant little band of officers and men, and snatched away their 
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arms. Colonel Moore, dead tired from the climb and excitement, 
and like his men suffering from hunger and thirst, moved a little 
way away and sat down. A brutal Turk, seeing him do this, 
ran him through the back with a bayonet, and he died almost 
instantly. This foul murder of a British officer, a prisoner of war, 
was another instance of the treacherous nature of the Turkish 
soldiery. The same Turk who had murdered Colonel Moore 
fired on Captain Elliott at about ten yards range, but missed him ; 
Lieutenant Rawstone was also grazed by a bullet. The direc 
surviving officers were then taken in front of General Liman von 
Sanders, commanding the Turkish forces at Anafarta. ‘* Later 
that morning we who survived were again taken up Tekke Tepe 
by its northern ravine on the west side. Turkish troops were 
simply pouring down it and the other ravines. On the top of 
Tekke Tepe were four field guns camouflaged with boughs of 
scrub oak, and a Brigade H.Q. was just behind the ridge.”’* 

Whilst the tragedy of the Colonel’s death was being enacted 
upon the summit of Tekke Tepe, Lieut. Ferranti of the 67th 
Field Company was waiting at the foot of the hill for the second 
Company of the 6th East Yorkshires to appear. Tor some time 
he waited and still the East Yorkshiremen did not come. Then, 
taking his section with him, he started up the hill in the wake of 
Colonel Moore’s party. All this time he had seen no Turks, but 
presently, when he had reached a position about half-way up the 
hill, Turkish troops in skirmishing order were encountered and 
a fight took place which ended in Ferranti and his men being driven 
down the slopes and eventually back again towards Sulajik. 

But what had happened to the three remaining Companies 
of the 6th Battalion ? The Battalion Diary is chiefly concerned 
with the attack by “D” Company and what happened to it, 
1.¢., as then known by the acting Adjutant who wrote it. The 
only other information available is contained in the private narra- 
tives of Major M. G. Cowper and Major E. A. Bray, and in order 
not to lose the historical value of these stories, they are given in 
full. After recording the receipt of the order, at about 3 a.m., 
to advance, Major Cowper said: ‘ The Colonel, as soon as he 
had got a company together, moved off with it leaving me to 
bring on the remainder. ‘This was not an easy job, as they were 
so exhausted from want of food, water and sleep, that they had 
almost to be pulled out of the trench. But at last we got started. 

* Captain John Still. 
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By this time the moon had risen and it was fairly light. The Turks 
opened fire briskly, meanwhile we moved on not knowing how far 
ahead the Colonel with his Company had got to. We presently 
met Grant, the Captain of the Company in front, who had been 
rather badly hit in the arm, and he told me that the Company was 
about a quarter of a mile in front. We were now approaching 
the lower slopes of the hill and reached a nullah which ran parallel 
with our front and I started to get the Battalion into fighting 
formation. No sooner did we begin to emerge than we were met 
by a withering fire, and to make matters worse, they started to 
enfilade us badly up the nullah from a ridge of hills. On our 
right, we could see nothing to fire at; we were fairly in a trap. 
We replied as best we could. ‘ Our machine-guns came into action, 
but were rushed by a party of Turks and both captured, the 
Machine-gun Officer managing to get one of the locks before it 
went. Men and officers were dropping fast. The leading Com- 
pany with the Colonel must have been cut off and surrounded 
as the Turks got right in amongst us and our men began to retire 
without orders. Unless we wanted to get captured ourselves, 
the only thing seemed to be to do the same and take up a position 
further back. This we eventually did, Major Bray, the next 
senior officer, getting a party together on one flank and I on the 
other. We were joined now by officers and parties of the West 
Ridings, and managed to make some sort of a line, holding it until 
the Turks got round our flanks, when we again had to go back 
and came on our Reserve Battalion who had taken up a good 
position.” 

After receiving his orders to attack, Major Bray said: “I 
had to walk all the way back to my Company and get them out 
of their trenches and by the time I had managed to get three 
platoons together and move over to where the Colonel had been, 
we found that he had not waited for us but moved off with all the 
Headquarters party, with “D” Company the nearest to him. 
That was the last I saw of him and most of the officers of the 
Company. We marched off in the direction of the hill in close 
order, though it was by now quite light, and there was heavy 
firing on the right. The men were much too exhausted to extend 
or do any ground scouting, so we just tramped on over the very 
rough ploughed fields, and over several river beds, in fours, with 
me in front. Eventually we got to the foot of the hill, and I 
extended first one platoon and sent it forward and then another. 
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At this point the Turkish rifle fire began to get very severe, and 
came from all directions. I eventually got my third platoon 
up, and moved forward a short way to where there seemed a little 
better cover. My fourth platoon, under Underhill, I never saw 
all day. Undoubtedly many men never got as far as the hill, 
and some never left the Turkish trench, as they were absolutely 
exhausted. . . . We could see no Turks to shoot back at, 
and had to lie there and be shot at. There were no guns of any 
description to support our attack, so the Turks had everything 
their own way. Eventually some of the men further up the hill 
started to retire, and of course, that started a whole lot more 
running back, until eventually everybody had to clear out. The 
first time I saw the Turks that morning at all close was just before 
I had to retire. They were on the lower slopes, out in the open, 
and only $0 yards away. I had a shot at them with my pistol 
as I went back. Apparently the Turks were not at all anxious to 
leave their trenches and follow us up. They rushed out once or 
twice, but got back again very quickly when fired on. But the 
whole ‘show’ was hopeless, as we were being shot at from in 
front and from behind, and from the right flank, and the men 
couldn’t possibly have been expected to stand being shot at dike 
that in the open. I returned with Evans along a sunken road, 
which gave a certain amount of cover, and found several men 
collected together. So we lined up and opened fire, but the Turks 
were getting round our flanks, so we retired a few hundred yards 
to a farm-house on the left of the road. Now I had about 25 men 
with me. Fortunately, there was a good well, so we had a drink, 
and then I assigned some of the men for the defence. I got some 
inside the house, and made them loop-hole the walls and clear the 
bushes away to give a field of fire. I sent Evans and another man 
out to watch our left flank. Our right was protected, and I found 
an R.E. officer with 12 men was holding another house only a few 
yards behind, and on the other side of the road. We all agreed 
to work together. Beyond the farm (on the right) we could see 
various parties of our men forming some sort of a line, but there 
was nobody on my left flank. After an hour or so a few reinforce- 
ments of the West Ridings came up, and I quite made up my 
mind that we were all right, and were going to hold on to the 
ground. The reinforcements weren’t much good, as they soon 
left me and cleared off to the right. I started the men making tea 


in the house, but we never drank the tea. Up to now we had 
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seen few Turks near the farm, just a few odd ones whom we fired 
at. When I was doing a little reconnoitring with one man out to 
the left, I spotted a Turk about 200 yards away. I had to fire 
standing, as the grass was too high . . . he dropped at once 
. I suddenly got a message from the sapper on my right that 
the troops on his right had all retired, and that he was going back, 
too, so there was nothing left for me to do but to follow. We 
retired about 400 yards or 500 yards at a slow jog-trot, and then 
reached a line of a pathway, which was being held by the reserves, 
and we first took up a position there until I got orders to withdraw 
to the back and collect together there. . . . That is a full 
account of our first fight.” In the closing lines of Major Bray’s 
narrative he very rightly calls attention to the inaction of the 
reserves. “If the reserves had only moved forward to the 
position we took up at the farm, not nearly so much ground would 
have been lost. We were there for quite three hours, but the 
reserves sat tight where they were, and never moved to help us.” 
The Turks, who had first cut off and surrounded Colonel Moore 
and his party and had then passed down the ravine from Anafarta 
Sagir and from the lower slope of the hills were reinforcements 
which had arrived from Bulair; the enemy had now (on gth 
August) two divisions to offer resistance to the British in place of 
the three battalions which had brought the attacks of the 6th and 
7th to a standstill. ‘‘ On the morning of gth, the Turks swarmed 
out in thousands from the foot of Tekke Tepe and our men... 
fought it out, with the farm (Sulajik) as their pivot, very finely. 
But from that moment the battle for the key position was lost.’”*® 
It is not necessary to labour the point wherein lay the cause 
of failure. Sufficient to say that the 6th East Yorkshires did their 
duty with all the strength that was in them ; they alone had pene- 
trated to the key position, with them alone lies that honour. 
If they failed to hold on, their pitifully weak numbers was the 
cause. Their gallant Colonel was no more; he had led his Bat- 
talion with all the gallantry and devotion of a good soldier: his 
name is honoured by the Regiment. He was foremost of the many 
officers who had trained the Battalion in England, and brought 
it to that state of efficiency which had enabled both officers and 
men to perform the brilliant feat narrated in this chapter. 
That night, the 6th Battalion, but a remnant of its former 
self, bivouacked on Beach “ A,” near the “Cut.” At roll-call it 


* General Sir Ian Hamilton, G.C.B. 
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was found: that out of 26 officers and about 800 other ranks, but 
7 officers and approximately 300 men remained.* During the 
two days, 8th and 9th August, the casualties, in detail, were as 
follows: 8th August: killed—Captain A. S. C. Rogers, wounded 
—Major C. L. Estridge; 9th August: killed—Lieut.-Colonel 
H. G. A. Moore, Capt. N. D. Prignel, Lieuts. H. Huggard, 
S. Jalland, 2nd Licuts. J. 8. Newman, R. P. Wilson; wounded— 
Captains A. Grant, H. L. Willats, 2nd Lieuts. Underhill, J. C. 
Banks ;_ missing (prisoners of war) Capt. R. D. E. Elliott, Lieuts. 
R. A. Rawstone, J. Still (Adjutant). The losses in other ranks 
were: killed 20, wounded 104, wounded and missing 28, missing 
183—total 335. 

It is unnecessary to describe any further the operations offici- 
ally described as the “ Landing at Suvla,” which lasted until the 
15th August, for the 6th Battalion was not engaged but remained 
in reserve, reorganising and carrying out its functions as Pioneers. 


THE BATTLE OF SCIMITAR HILL: 
The Attack on “ Hill W,” 21st August, 1915. 


From the roth to the 2oth August, the 6th East Yorkshires 
were in reserve. On the night of the gth, after the tragic happen- 
ing of that glorious but unsuccessful attempt to storm Tekke 
Tepe, the Battalion (now under the command of Major M. G. 
Cowper), bivouacked on “ A” Beach, near “ The Cut.” 

On the morning of the roth, the Battalion marched to Nibrunesi 
Point, in order to dig a line of entrenchments across the low 
ground S.E. of Lala Baba. An Engineer officer suggested what 
he termed “a safe place” for the Battalion to bivouac, and as 
the Pioneers moved off to it, a Turkish shell fell in the midst of 
a platoon of “ B” Company, killing one man and wounding six. 
The C.O. thought it better to try another place. Eventually, the 
Battalion dug itself into the face of the cliff, where it was com- 
paratively safe from the attentions of “ Billy Beach,” who had 
returned to the scene of his former activities. Several days and 
nights of hard work were now spent by the Pioneers; they dug 
wells, put up redoubts and after dark went up to Chocolate Hill 
to improve the trenches. On 13th, three officers (Captain J. E. H. 


® A considerable number of men rejoined later, having remained in the firing line 
with other units. 
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Forty and 2nd Lieuts. Coultas and Hosken) with 153 N.C.Os. 


and men, arrived from Imbros; they were the first reinforcements 
the Battalion had received since leaving England. 

Stores had arrived, and there were more regular supplies of 
food and water, but clothing and equipment was still scarce. An 
amusing sidelight on the scarcity of the former is thus given in 
Colonel Cowper’s diary: ‘‘ Most of us by this time had managed 
to raise a blanket by hook or by crook. Mine, I think, must have 
belonged to a rather dirty Turk, but it was warm, and after washing 
it in the sea, it was more or less disinfected. My breeches had 
suffered, and, to my joy, the Sergeant-Major turned up one day 
with an almost brand-new pair: ‘ I was wondering if these would 
be any good to you, Sir.” I had not thought mine were quite 
so noticeable as all that, but I suppose that he thought for the 
good of the Regiment he could not allow the temporary Com- 
manding Officer to walk about like that. I was, however, profuse 
in my thanks, and asked no questions. ‘The worst of it was, Major 
Bray, now second-in-command, had a pair worse than mine, and 
he begged that I should have my own washed and mended, and I 
could wear them again, while he wore the much-coveted pantaloons. 
So there was nothing for it, and I had to part with them.” 

On Friday, the zoth August, the 6th East Yorkshires received 
orders to relieve the Northumberland Fusiliers in the trenches 
S.E. of Chocolate Hill; the relief was to take place at 8 p.m. 
after darkness had fallen. The Battalion was to come under orders 
of the 34th Brigade, which, on the following morning, was going 
to attack “‘ Hill W,” or as the official despatches describe it “ the 
Hill which forms the S.W. corner of the Anafarta Sagir Spur,” 
1.¢.. Ismail Oglu Tepe. The Pioneers were to support the 
Dorsets and Lancashire Fusiliers, who were occupying a line of 
trenches about 400 yards in front of the line allotted to the East 
Yorkshiremen. The latter were to dig themselves in before the 
attack started. 

Briefly, the object of the Battle which began on 21st August 
was to secure “ the base at Suvla Bay,” and before this could be 
accomplished it was deemed necessary to capture the line Ali 
Liman (Ejelmer Bay) in the north to Anafarta Sagir, including the 
ridge which ended at “ Hill W.” The attack was to be carried 
out by the 11th Division on the right and the 29th Division 
moved up from Cape Helles on the left ; the roth Division was to 
support the attack, The 29th Division was to take over the left 
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of the line from the 33rd Brigade (11th Division) on the night of 
the 2oth, the latter moving back into reserve behind Lala Baba. 
The 32nd Brigade was to take over the left of the 34th Brigade 
line, the latter closing to its right. 

The line occupied by the 32nd Infantry Brigade extended from 
a point about 500 yards south of Chocolate Hill southwards for 
just over 1,000 yards, where it joined up with the left of the 
34th Brigade. The dividing line between the 32nd and 34th 
Brigades ran from the cross roads just N. of 105.W.5. to the T 
of Tike Chesme. The capture of Ismail Oglu Tepe with its two 
knolls 10§.T.§ and 105.U.4, and the Turkish trenches between 
these positions and the 32nd Brigade line, had been allotted to 
that Brigade; the 34th Brigade was to protect the flank of the 
attack, and also to keep touch on the right, by means of patrols, 
with a force of 3,000 rifles from Anzac, who were attacking Hill 
60 on the right of the 11th Division. 

The attack was to begin at 3 p.m. on 2Ist. 

Dusk had fallen on 20th when the 6th East Yorkshires, with 
150 paces between companies, advanced from the shore of the 
Bay. The Battalion Padre, standing on the cliff edge, had given 
the Battalion a stirring address before companies moved off. As 
they approached their destination, a line S.E. of Chocolate Hill, 
sniping became more frequent, but they reached the position 
they were to occupy and set to work to dig themselves in, in four 
lines. It was difficult work for the ground was like iron, but all 
ranks did their best, though the Turks were busy most of the 
night and several casualties were suffered. The East Yorkshire- 
men were also set to dig trenches for the Brigade Staff as well as 
their own, so that there was no rest for them that night and when 
dawn broke on 21st the whole Battalion was anything but fresh. 

With daylight came the inevitable shelling and it was necessary 
to keep well down in the trenches to avoid shrapnel and rifle 
bullets. 

Although it was understood that an attack was to be made, 
it is necessary to state that at 8 a.m., on 21st, 11th Divisional 
Operation Orders had not reached the Brigades in the front line. 
These Operation Orders are timed I a.m., 21st, and were sent out 
shortly afterwards, but apparently the orderly who carried them 
was either shot down or lost his way. Eventually, it was 10 a.m. 
before duplicate copies were received by H.Q. of the Brigades 
in the line, and as one Brigade Major said, “‘ the orders were 
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lengthy ones, and it took some time to master the details and 
to draft Brigade Orders.” The result was that the C.Os. of 
some of the units which were to attack were only able to inform 
their officers of the scheme of operations and the officers were 
unable to circulate orders to N.C.Os. and men: “ this fact had 
a direct bearing on the day’s operations.” 

At 2.45 p.m. the artillery bombardment of the enemy’s posi- 
tions began, the guns ashore, with the warships and other craft 
in Suvla Bay, pouring a stream of shell of all calibres on to the 
Turkish trenches and the high ground beyond. 

At 3 p.m., the Dorsets and Lancashire Fusiliers, occupying 
the trenches in front of the 6th East Yorkshires, climbed out of 
their trenches and went forward to the attack. Simultaneously, 
the East Yorkshiremen advanced to occupy the trenches vacated 
by the two forward Battalions. 

In order that the action of the Battalion may be understood, it 
Is necessary to quote from the official despatches, which give 
concisely a general idea of the attack by the 11th Division: “ The 
34th Brigade of the 11th Division rushed the Turkish trenches 
between Hetman Chair and Aire Kavak practically without loss, 
but the 32nd Brigade, directed against Hetman Chair and the 
communication trench connecting that point with the S.W. 
corner of the Ismail Oglu Tepe spur, failed to make good its 
point. The Brigade had lost direction in the first instance, 
moving N.E. instead of E. and, though it attempted to carry 
the communication trench from the N.E. with great bravery 
and great disregard of life, it never succeeded in rectifying the 
original mistake. The 33rd Brigade, sent up in haste with orders 
to capture the communication trench at all costs, fell into pre- 
cisely the same error, part of it marching N.E. and part S.E. to 
Susak Kuyu.” 

The loss of direction by the front-line Battalions of the 
32nd Brigade was largely due to the fact that most of the officers 
being killed, the N.C.Os. and men knew little or nothing of 
what was expected of them, the late receipt of orders for the 
attack being a contributory cause of failure. 

From the general idea of the attack it is now possible to turn 
to the action of the 6th East Yorkshires with a better under- 
standing of the difficulties the gallant Pioneers encountered. 

The despatches stated that the 34th Brigade had rushed 
the Turkish trenches between Hetman Chair and Aire Kavak ; 
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this was the attack of the Dorsets and Lancashire Fusiliers, the 
6th East Yorkshires following on behind in order to occupy 
the trenches vacated by the two attacking Battalions. The 
Pioneers had to cover a distance of three to four hundred yards, 
which intervened between their line and the line now empty 
in front of them, and as Colonel Cowper said: “ We got it pretty 
hot . . . you could see the shells burst and feel bullets whistling 
through the air, could see the dust kicked up and the grass beaten 
down as though a severe hailstorm was going on.” 

Colonel Cowper’s orders were to support the Dorscts and 
Lancashire Fusiliers if they did not seem to be getting on well 
which was soon obviously the case. So, leaving half a company in 
the right of the trench to watch the flank of the Battalion, the 
C.O. of the 6th East Yorkshires pressed on to the Turkish trench 
in front of him. The Turks ran and, after several of them had 
been bayoneted, the gallant Pioneers occupied the trench. But 
now a halt was called as Colonel Cowper had no orders to go on. 
He had been told that other troops were to pass through and 
capture the next line of hostile trenches. Having, therefore, 
sent back word that his Battalion had occupied the Turkish trench 
in front of him, he set the men to work to widen the trench and 
adapt it for defence purposes. 

The Turks now opened very heavy rifle fire on their lost trench, 
but little the East Yorkshires seemed to care: they were well 
pleased at having at last come to close quarters with the enemy 
and with the results of the attack. One man was so excited that 
he stood up waving his arms about like a madman and shouting 
incoherent things at the Turks; a bullet came and dug a groove 
along his cheek, which only made him worse, until at last he was 
pulled down, still shouting, to the bottom of the trench. 
Another man, loth to leave off firing his rifle, but mindful of the 
fate which met the exposure of a head above the trench, put his 
rifle on the parapet and pressed the trigger without taking aim ; 
this being a sheer waste of ammunition, he was stopped. A party 
of Turks under an officer had retired to a trench about §0 yards 
from the Pioneers; the officer stood up and directed his men, 
but suddenly disappeared ; his end is not difficult to imagine. 

On the right of the Battalion was a nullah (the Azmak Dere), 
fairly wide, leading back to the trench the East Yorkshiremen had 
vacated in their rush forward, and also to the second-line Turkish 
trenches. Here the Turks were very persistent, vigorously 
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opposing any attempt to capture their position. Major Bray was 
on this flank, and, having collected some sandbags, he had a parapet 
put up across the nullah. An attempt by Lieutenant G. H. 
Mee, who led his men forward with the idea of outflanking the 
Turks, resulted only in the death of the brave young subaltern, 
who was shot through the heart and died instantly. It was a 
dangerous corner. A little later Colonel Cowper, with half a 
company, took up a position farther back in the nullah, where, 
in addition to securing a certain amount of cover, support could 
be given if necessary, and the sending and receiving of messages 
could be carried out in comparative safety. 

The East Yorkshires hung on to this position awaiting the 
arrival of the troops who were to pass through them to capture 
the next line of Turkish trenches, but they never came. Two 
platoons of Staffords and about two companies of Manchesters, 
without officers, got as far as the trench behind Colonel Cowper 
and his half company, and stopped there. But no troops passed 
through, or made any attempt to pass through the line held by 
the Battalion. 

A message was sent back asking for more ammunition, food 
and stretchers, for there were many wounded men who sorely 
needed attending to. Only ammunition arrived, and that next 
morning. In the meantime stretchers had to be improvised for 
serious cases, and the lame and slightly-wounded had to get back 
as best they could. 

Night came on without any cessation in the volume of rifle, 
machine-gun and shell fire, and Colonel Cowper stated that 
throughout the hours of darkness of that awful night “ there was 
not five minutes when there was a real lull in the firing.” The 
situation in the nullah had grown gradually worse. The ground 
in front of the trench sloped rather steeply down, and was covered 
with thick bushes and small scrub. Through this the wily Turks 
crawled up close to the East Yorkshiremen and threw bombs over 
the barricade into the trench. A look-out man was therefore 
posted on a bank, where he could overlook this bit of ground; he 
was given a revolver, and fired it whenever he saw some dark object 
moving in the scrub or bushes. These precautions kept the enemy 
fairly quiet. 

A message arrived from the 11th Division congratulating the 
East Yorkshiremen on having captured the trench, and they 
were ordered to endeavour to gain touch on the right with the 
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Gurhkas, who had attacked as part of the force from Anzac. But 
no sooner had patrols shown themselves over the edge of the 
nullah than they were shot down. A little later the men in the 
front trench reported a body of troops crossing their front who 
shouted: “ Don’t shoot, we are Ghurkas.” Whether they were 
Ghurkas or Turks was never found out.* 

After a sleepless night, dawn broke on utterly worn-out 
troops. On the right flank of the Battalion there was a little stone 
house and the C.O. decided to try and get possession of it. He 
lined up the two platoons of South Staffords and had arranged 
to cover their advance by fire from his half-company, when 
there was a tremendous commotion in front. The enemy’s 
artillery fire had broken out again with renewed vigour and 
soon men were retiring from the front trenches. Presently, Major 
Bray reached Colonel Cowper and explained that the Turks 
had come on in large numbers and with a plentiful supply of 
bombs, and had bombed the East Yorkshires out of their trenches. 
Unfortunately, his men had no bombs with which to reply to 
this fresh attack.t The men were collected and were being 
lined up for a counter-attack when the C.O. fell wounded. That 
counter-attack never materialised and, fighting all the way, the 
Pioneers retired slowly and in good order back to their original 
front-line trench: the time was about 7.30 a.m. on 22nd August. 
Until to a.m. the Battalion held the old trenches from which 
the initial attack had been made, and was then ordered to collect 
in some fire trenches on the right flank W. of Kavakler. At 
3 p.m. that afternoon orders were received stating that at 7.30 p.m. 
the 30th Brigade was to relieve the 34th Brigade and the Pioneers 
were then to proceed to their original dug-outs at Nibrunesi Point. 
It was 9.30 p.m. before the relief was finished and, utterly worn 
out, the survivors of the Battalion trooped across the sand and 
scrub to the beach west of Lala Baba. 

When the roll was called it was found that again the losses 
had been heavy and there only remained 4 officers and from 
200 to 300 other ranks. Besides Lieut. Mee, Lieuts. H. Garrett, 
A. J. Dingle, A. J. Steele and 2nd Lieut. W. Hosken were killed. 


In other ranks the losses were 22 killed, 128 wounded and 49 miss- 


° As there were no Ghurkas in such a position as to march across the front of the 
East Yorkshires, it 1s certain the ‘ marching troops ’’ were Turks. 

t In the Brigade stores there was a plentiful supply of bombs but none were sent up 
to the front line. 
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ing. According to Colonel Cowper, the 6th Battalion went into 
action on 2Ist August with a strength of 12 officers and about 
soo men. On the 23rd, the Battalion was reorganised, and 
Major Bray assumed command. Work on dug-outs was again 
begun by the East Yorkshiremen, who once more assumed their 
ordinary functions as Pioneers. During September and early 
October, facilities for reinforcements arrived, and on the gth of 
the latter month the strength of the Battalion was 26 officers 
and 808 other ranks. On the 18th, Major Bray was sent into 
hospital and Captain A. Grant assumed temporary command 
of the Battalion. On the 26th, however, Major C. L. Estridge 
rejoined from hospital and took over command and was promoted 
Lieut.-Colonel on 5th November. Casualties from rifle and shell 
fire were not frequent, but of sickness there was a good deal, 
and during the months of September, October and November 
many officers and men were sent to hospital.* 

Little of interest happened to the Pioneers during the latter 
part of their duty at Suvla Bay. Trench warfare had set in 
after the final attempt on 21st August to gain the heights and 
much work was put in on the defences. The Battalion was not 
again called upon to act as infantrymen. So far as the East 
Yorkshires were concerned, the evacuation of Suvla was a very 
tame affair and the Diary of 17th December states: ‘“ Working 
parties morning only.” Battalion embarked from West Beach 
about 20.30 (8.30 p.m.) on S.S. “ Barry.” Disembarked at 
Mudros West about 14.30 (2.30 p.m.) on the 17th, and went into 
camp in the evening to the south of the village of Condia.” 
A move was made to Imbros on 22nd, where the Battalion spent 
the remainder of the year and the whole of the month of January, 
1916. On the Ist February, the 6th East Yorkshires left Imbros 
for Egypt, arriving at Alexandria on 3rd, disembarking on 4th, 
and marching to Sidi Bishr Camp. In the latter, nearly a fort- 
night was spent until orders came (on 16th February) to move 
south for work on the defences of the Suez Canal. 


* The great blizzard which swept Suvla towards the end of November was responsible 
for much sickness and many deaths. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


France and Flanders: the Second Winter in 
the Trenches and Local Operations, 1916. 


HE second winter in the trenches was practically a 
period of apprenticeship for the Territorial and Service 
Battalions. 

When the winter of 1915/1916 began there were in France 
and Flanders five battalions of the Regiment, 1.¢., Ist, 2nd, 
1/4th, 7th and 8th. 

During the second half of August, 1915, the 1st East Yorkshires 
were in Brigade Support on the 31st of the month, and relieved 
the 1st West Yorkshires in the front line east of St. Jean. 

These trenches were, as a whole, in good condition, but heavy 
rain fell during the night of the 1st September and began to play 
havoc with the defences. Wet weather had set in early, trenches 
became full of water and, in places, the parapets and traverses 
were giving way. The dug-outs leaked badly, for they had been 
constructed for use in summer weather and the communication 
trenches were rapidly becoming impassable. 

When the subsidiary operations in the Ypres Salient, connected 
with the Battle of Loos, took place on 2§th September, the Ist 
East Yorkshires were in support line trenches between Potijze 
and St. Jean. The 6th Division made no infantry attack on 
the enemy, but made demonstrations with artillery, machine-gun 
and rifle fire. The Battalion does not appear to have suffered 
during the enemy’s reply to the bombardment, though early in 
the morning a “ whizz bang” made a hole in the mess kitchen 
and created havoc amongst the enamel-ware crockery ! 

Life in the trenches was now uneventful, the bad weather had 
set in definitely and the opposing forces were mostly employed in 
making their lines habitable. Occasional bombardments broke 
out, however, but on the whole things were comparatively quiet ! 
On the 23rd October the Ist Battalion sustained an irreparable 
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loss in the death of Lieut. and Quartermaster J. Horrocks, who was 
found dead in his bivouac shelter in the Transport Lines Camp 
early in the morning. He had died of heart failure. A good 
quartermaster was a battalion’s most priceless possession in those 
strenuous days and Lieut. Horrocks was not only that, but he 
was, as his C.O. said of him, “‘ an exceedingly able officer all round, 
endewed with marvellous energy and a supreme faculty for ‘ getting 
a move on’; his courage and calm self-control under all cir- 
cumstances were unsurpassed.” Sergeant-Major Keech was 
appointed to act as Quartermaster in his place. 

On the 29th October the Battalion came in for a severe dose 
of shelling from the enemy and had 2 men killed and 20 wounded. 
November was a most unpleasant month, for the wet weather had 
turned the trenches into flooded ditches, but there were rumours 
that the 6th Division was to be taken out of the line for a month’s 
rest. The rumour proved correct, for the 1st East Yorkshires 
were relieved on the 18th November and proceeded, partly by 
train and partly by motor bus, to Poperinghe where the Battalion 
billeted. 

On the 20th a move was made to Herzeele and it was in this 
village that Lieut.-Colonel Clarke was informed that his Battalion 
was to be transferred to the 21st Division of the 2nd Corps, then 
in the neighbourhood of Armentieéres. 

The transfer was a cruel blow, for although it meant a welcome 
relief from the Ypres Salient, no one in the Battalion wanted 
to leave the 6th Division, in which he had served since IgI!. 
However, there was nothing for it but to take as cheerfully as 
possible the hard necessities of war. Divisions of the New Army, 
which had arrived in France and Flanders from England, needed 
stiffening by regular troops and the best way to do this was to 
transfer battalions and brigades from regular divisions and battalions 
and brigades of New Army troops to regular divisions. So, on 
26th November, the 1st Battalion left Herzeele at 10 a.m. in motor- 
buses and lorries for Caestre. From the latter place the Battalion, 
in frosty and cold weather with several snow blizzards, marched to 
Bailleul, billeted there one night and continued the march on 
the 27th to Armentiéres, reaching the town about 1.30 p.m. and 
relieving the 14th Durham Light Infantry in billets. 

The 1st East Yorkshires were posted to the 64th Infantry 
Brigade of the 21st Division and they were brigaded with the 
gth and roth K.O.Y.L.I. and the 1§th Durham Light Infantry. 
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The 21st Division was commanded by Major-General C. W. Jacob, 
and Brigadier-General Gloster commanded the 64th Brigade. 
The 1st Battalion took over front-line trenches on the 30th 
November, relieving the 9th K.O.Y.L.I. in the right sector of the 
Brigade front, extending from Pont Ballot to Edmeades Farm. 
Both these places were already familiar to the East Yorkshiremen 
from their experience in the line at Armentiéres during the winter 
of 1914/1915. The trenches were, however, much improved : 
the trench floors were deeper, the parapets stronger and the 
slopes had been revetted: there were more dug-outs and the 
barbed wire out in front was more plentiful and thicker. The 
communication trenches were deep and safe, which enabled the 
relief to be carried out in daylight. Only the old enemy—water— 


remained and that appeared to be unconquerable, pumping and. 


draining having to be maintained. But the Germans were, on 
the whole, very quiet, their rifle and machine-gun fire was nothing 
like as vicious as it had been a year previously. They devoted 
most of their time to shelling Armentiéres and Houplines. On the 
6th December the Battalion was relieved and moved back to another 
familiar spot—the factory billets in Houplines. 

For the remainder of December little of abnormal interest 
is to be found in the Battalion records, and on the last day of 
1915 the 1st East Yorkshires were in billets in Houplines. 

On the night of 25th May, at the close of the Battle of Belle- 
waarde Ridge, the 1/4th (Territorial) Battalion was still under the 
command of the Cavalry in Sanctuary Wood. For several days 
all available men of the Battalion were at work on the construc- 
tion of new trenches in Zouave and Sanctuary Woods, but on 
the night 2nd/3rd June the Territorials marched off to Vlamert- 
inghe, having been relieved by a battalion of the Lincolnshire 
Regiment. The Battalion was very weak, and when companies 
reached their bivouacs at 1.30 a.m. on 3rd their total strength 
was but 19 officers and about 490 other ranks. On the night 
of 6th June the 1/4th East Yorkshires moved to new trenches 
south of the Menin Road (in the Hooge Sector) and took up a 
position in support of the 5th D.L.I., who were occupying the 
front line.* Towards the end of the month the §Soth Division 
was transferred to the IInd Corps and on 25th the 1/4th East 
Yorkshires (in Brigade) marched to Locre occupying huts south 
of the village, moving next day to Dranoutre. 

* The s5oth Division had relieved the 3rd Division. 
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The sector now held by the soth Division lay between the 
Wulverghem-Messines road, the right flank of the Division, and 
a point about 600 yards north of the Kemmel-Wytschaete road, 
the left flank: Messines and Wytschaete being in the hands of 
the enemy. All three Brigades of the Division were in the line, 
the 149th on the right, the r§oth in the centre, and the 151st 
on the left. 

The middle of July (17th) saw the 1/4th East Yorkshires on 
the move to a new sector in the neighbourhood of Armentiéres.* 
On the 2ist July a new C.O.—Major C. J. Deverell,t West York- 
shire Regiment, who had been Brigade-Major of the 85th Infantry 
Brigade—joined the Battalion and assumed temporary command. 
The 149th Brigade had gone into the front line when the soth 
Division had taken over the sector, but after several days was 
relieved by the 1Soth Brigade, the 1/4th East Yorkshires relieving 
the 4th Green Howards on the night of 28th July. 

In the Armentiéres sector there was little infantry fighting, 
but the hostile guns were always busy, and when the 1/4th East 
Yorkshires took over the line they found that much work had 
to be done in keeping the defences in a constant state of repair. 
There was a heavy German gun about 3,000 yards away which 
created havoc when it fired, and on more than one occasion the 
trenches of the Territorials were blown in. August, September 
and October passed quietly with nothing more exciting than fire 
and smoke demonstrations during the operations further south at 
Loos on 25th September. ‘Towards the end of October, on the 
zgth, Lieut.-Col. C. J. Deverell left the 1/4th East Yorkshires 
to assume command of the 2oth Infantry Brigade; the Battalion 
was then temporarily commanded by Captain S. B. Quibell 
until Lieut.-Colonel W. T. Wilkinson arrived and took over 
command on roth November. The trench strength of the 
Battalion at the end of October was 14 officers and 601 other 
ranks. November saw the Battalion floundering in the mud of 
the front-line trenches: the recent rains had reduced the defences 
to a wretched condition. On the gth November the East York- 
shires moved back to billets at Moolenacker. Here, until the 
17th December, they remained, training, route-marching and 
practising the attack. On the latter date, however, the Battalion 
(in Brigade) left rest billets for Dickebusch Huts, as the soth 


* Taken over by the soth Division. 
t Promoted Licut.-Colonel, 26th August, 1915. 


1915 The 7th Bn. Arrives in France. 121 


Division had been ordered to take over trenches cast of Ypres, 
the Territorials relieving the 9th Scottish Rifles. Early next 
morning Company Commanders went up to the trenches south- 
east of Zillebeke, whilst the advanced party of the Battalion 
moved from Dickebusch Huts to Railway Dug-Outs to arrange 
accommodation with roth Battalion, Highland Light Infantry, 
the 150th Brigade having been ordered to relieve the 28th Brigade 
of the 9th Division. The line to be taken over by the Brigade 
faced south-east towards Shrewsbury Forest: all three Brigades 
of the Division were to go into the front line, 149th on the right, 
1soth in the centre and r§1st on the left. 

At 2.30 p.m. the whole Battalion left Dickebusch Huts for 
Railway Dug-Outs, relieving the roth H.L.I., and at 4.30 p.m. 
on 19th December the 1/4th, by companies, moved forward to 
the trenches, relieving the 11th H.L.I.* The first tour (which 
ended on 23rd) was uneventful. During the second tour, which 
began on 27th December, Lieut.-Colonel Wilkinson was slightly 
wounded in the face, but remained at duty. On the last day 
of the year the Territorials were again relieved and marched 
back into Brigade Reserve at Railway Dug-Outs. 

Meanwhile the 7th (“S’”’) Battalion of the East Yorkshire 
Regiment had arrived in France. This Battalion was last men- 
tioned as being in training at Wareham in December, 1914. 
Hard training continued during the latter part of winter and 
spring, but in May there came a move to a new area east of 
Romsey, where the Battalion spent its last days in England. On 
July 13th the sSoth Brigade entrained for Folkestone, and by 
early morning on 14th all Battalions had landed in France and 
billeted on the night 14th/1§th in the Ouve-Wirquin area. ‘The 
7th (S”) Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel C. Mackenzie Edwards 
commanding) was brigaded with the roth West Yorkshire Regi- 
ment, 7th Green Howards and 6th Dorsetshire Regiment. On 
the 18th a move was made by road to Arques and, on the follow- 
ing day, the Brigade marched to Steenvoorde. This first long 
march in France was a hard test for the “ Service ” men, for they 
were not used to the pavé roads. Even the Battalion Diary 
complains that the marching on this occasion was “ worse than 
it had ever been,” a contributory reason being the amount of 
water drunk by the men during the march. On the 22nd the 


* On the previous day (18th) the first officer casualty for several months is recorded 
in the Battalion Diary. Lieutenant and Quartermaster F. W. Cook was wounded. 
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Battalion again took the road, as the soth Brigade had been 
ordered to La Clytte. It was late—8 p.m.—before the march 
was begun and bad roads, a stuffy atmosphere and occasional 
torrents of rain were not calculated to inspire new arrivals in 
France, neither were the uncomfortable huts into which the 
Battalions turned at La Clytte. But these were merely first 
impressions and the discomforts of that first week were as nothing 
to subsequent events. 

During the week which followed, platoons from all battalions 
of the brigade, and machine-gun sections, were sent into the 
trenches at Kemmel or Sanctuary Wood for preliminary instruc- 
tion in trench warfare. The 46th Territorial Division acted as 
“godfather” to the 17th Division. In La Clytte the first 
instruction in bomb throwing was given. By the end of July 
the Division was apparently considered fit to hold front-line 
trenches, and on 2nd August took over the St. Eloi sector from 
the 3rd Division. All four Battalions of the Brigade were put 
into the front line. The Brigade front was divided into four sub- 
sectors “Q” (roth West Yorkshire Regiment), St. Eloi (2nd 
South Lancashire Regiment), “'T.” (7th Green Howards) and 
“U ” (7th East Yorkshire Regiment). 

At this period the St. Eloi sector was fairly comfortable, 
trench mortars being the principal weapon used by the Germans 
to annoy the British troops. The soth Brigade took turn and 
turn about with the 51st, each Brigade eventually doing eight 
days in the line and eight days in Reninghelst. 

The 7th East Yorkshires suffered their first casualty on 4th 
August. The enemy had been active with his wretched trench 
mortars and part of a barricade was blown in: an N.C.O. was 
killed in attempting to repair the damage. On 15th the 
Battalion was relieved and moved back to Reninghelst. The first 
thing after relief from the front-line trenches was a good “ clean- 
up”; this done, Companies went to the baths. ‘Training and 
route marching followed and instruction in bomb throwing, 
machine-gunning, sniping, etc., was given by specialists. The 
50th Brigade moved back into the line on the night 26th/27th 
and 27th/28th, the 7th East Yorkshires going back again into “ U ” 
sector. ‘The following day (28th) the first officer casualty was 
suffered, Lieutenant Cook being wounded. 

Reading the Diary of the 7th Battalion for August, 1915, 
carefully, it is evident that the 17th Division was having a good 
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gruelling in trench warfare. Units in the front line were con- 
tinually engaged in sniping, rifle-grenading, patrol work at night, 
the construction of listening posts, the occupation, or defence of, 
mine craters (each side frequently “ blowing” mines), work on 
the trenches, repairing, rebuilding and digging, but the casualties 
suffered while so doing were small. September passed as the 
latter days of August had done—uneventfully. Even on the 25th, 
when the Battle of Loos began, the East Yorkshiremen were 
undisturbed by the enemy, and the tone of the Battalion 
Diary on that day is “ all quiet in front.” 

On the 4th October the 14th Division relieved the 17th 
Division and the 5oth Brigade moved into hutments round Rening- 
helst. The next day the Brigade marched to the scene of its 
early days in France—Steenvoorde. Eighteen days were spent 
here in rest and in training. On the 21st October the Brigade 
marched to Busseboom, the rest area of the Hooge sector which 
the 17th Division was taking over. On the 22nd the S5oth Brigade 
relieved the gth Brigade in the front line. ‘The 7th East Yorkshires 
did not, however, go into the front line until the night of 28th/zgth 
October, when they relieved the 7th Green Howards astride 
the Menin road and including Yeomanry Post. 

The trenches taken over were in a very bad condition. Mud 
and water were everywhere, the parapets were low and weak, 
dug-outs were few and filthy. To remedy these conditions strong 
working parties were to be brought up each night. But when 
the men got to work they found that digging was impossible. 
The parapets immediately broke if tampered with and if there 
was any digging the sides of the trenches fell in. In some of the 
bombing posts (which were only held by night) the men stood up 
to their knees in mud and water. On the night of rst November, 
50 pairs of “ gum boots, thigh ” arrived and were distributed to 
men in the front line ; they are described in the Battalion Diary as 
** a Godsend.” On the 2nd, 200 more pairs arrived and were given 
out. “A difference was immediately noticed amongst the men 
who were eager to get on with their nightly fatigues—carrying up 
rations and trench stores—without complaint of the conditions 
now that they could wade with impunity.” Relicf came on 
3rd November when the Battalion marched back to the Ramparts 
at Ypres—a comfortable place compared with the front-line 
trenches; in these days men lived by comparisons in France and 
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It was wonderful to see the change a few hours in rest billets 
brought to tired and worn-out men. At all times in the front 
line Death with a greedy hand stalked along the muddy trenches, 
snatching here and there the life of a brave man. But back in the 
rest billets the grim struggle ceased for a while, though there was 
always danger from an unlucky shell or bomb dropped from a 
hostile aeroplane. Still, the utter beastliness of the front line 
was for a time forgotten by all ranks and such an entry as that 
which appears in the Battalion Diary of the 7th East Yorkshires 
on the morning of 4th November is typical: “‘ Men already looking 
fit again. They pick up wonderfully quickly. Indeed they 
are never really ‘down.’ Their spirits being always excellent, but 
bad trenches have meant practically no sleep and this wears 
men out.” ‘ Frost bite”? and “trench foot” had made their 
appearance and at Divisional H.Q. a small quantity of a French 
preparation called “ Thermopeon ” had been received for experi- 
mental purposes. It was sent to the East Yorkshiremen to try and 
thereafter for two or three days all ranks were busy with “ foot and 
leg massage”? and the application of Thermopeon. ‘Tours in 
the front line, owing to the awful conditions prevailing therein, 
were short, and on the night of the 7th the Battalion was back 
again in the trenches. Only two items for the remainder of 
November are worth mentioning : one, that the result of careful 
attention to the men’s feet is shown in the statement that: “ No 
man of the Battalion has had to be sent to the hospital during this 
tour in the trenches suffering from ‘trench foot.’?”? The other 
entry is of a humorous nature. The Battalion had moved back 
to a camp at Ouderdom where the mud was ankle-deep, and 
whale oil and anti-frost bite grease had to be applied to the men’s 
feet as in the trenches. ‘“ The Divisional Drainage Officer,” 
records the Diary, “‘ reported and offered to drain camp: he is a 
great optimist!’ The December Diary contains little of 
importance, and on the last day of the year the 7th East Yorkshires 
still held the front-line trenches east of Ypres. 

On the 1st October the 8th Battalion (after withdrawal from 
the Battle of Loos) marched out of Licttres to Morbecque, and 
on the following day to Strazeele, the rest area of the 62nd 
Infantry Brigade, while the 21st Division was out of the line. 
Here, until the 13th October, the Battalion carried out training 
and re-equipping. On the 13th, however, a move was made 
towards Armentiéres (reached on 14th), where all ranks were to 
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be given instruction in trench warfare and attached to the §Soth 
Division, then holding the Armentiéres sector. ‘Towards the end 
of the month the 21st Division began to relieve the 5oth and on 
the night of 24th/z§th the 62nd Brigade took over the line held 
by the 149th Brigade. The 8th East Yorkshires were not long 
in the Armentiéres sector as orders were received on 12th November 
that the Battalion was to be transferred to the 8th Infantry 
Brigade, 3rd Division. On rsth, at 10 a.m., the Battalion left 
Armentiéres and marched to Bailleul. The march was continued 
on 16th to Steenvoorde, where the East Yorkshires reported to 
8th Brigade H.Q., then in rest billets. On the 23rd the 8th 
Brigade moved to the Rest Camp at Reninghelst, and from this 
camp the 8th Battalion went, Company by Company, up to the 
trenches for further instruction in trench warfare, each Company 
doing two days in the front line. On the last day of November 
the Battalion was in billets in Dickebusch as Brigade Reserve. 
From the Ist to 28th December the 8th Battalion was either 
in Brigade Reserve at Dickebusch or in the Rest Camp at Rening- 
helst, but on 29th relieved the 12th West Yorkshires in trenches 
east of Voormezeele. 
x * * * P 

By the Ist January, 1916, no less than ten Battalions of the 
East Yorkshire Regiment had left England for an overseas theatre 
of the War. Four of these battalions (1st, 1/4th, 7th and 8th) 
were in France or Flanders, one (znd) was in Salonika, one (6th) 
at Imbros, and four (1oth, rith, r2th and 13th) were in Egypt. 

The close of 1914 saw the “ Hull” Battalions of the Regiment 
(subsequently numbered the roth, 11th, 12th and 13th Battalions) 
in strenuous training in their own city. In the spring of I915 
they moved out to various camps, and about the middle of June 
were concentrated at Ripon. ‘These four Battalions, hitherto 
forming the 113th Infantry Brigade of the 38th Division, now 
formed the g2nd Infantry Brigade (Brigadier-General A. Parker) 
which, with the 93rd and g4th Brigades, constituted the 31st 
Division, commanded by Major-General R. Wanless O’Gowan. 

Brigade training now began, route marching, tactical schemes, 
night operations and trench digging, formed part of the pro- 
gramme. Instruction in signalling, scouting and musketry was 
continued and a reserve machine-gun section and a Divisional 
Cyclist Company were formed. The summer months of 1915 
saw much hard work put in by all Battalions, and when on 
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28th October, the 31st Division moved by rail to Salisbury Plain 
the East Yorkshiremen had improved out of all knowledge. More 
Brigade and Divisional training followed this move until the 
middle of November, when the Hull men fired their final course 
of musketry. This usually preceded a move abroad. A few 
more weeks were spent in final training and then, on 
14th December, the 92nd Brigade proceeded to Devonport by 
rail and embarked aboard the S.S. “ Minneapolis.” The next 
day, having received a telegram from the Lord Mayor and citizens 
of Hull conveying their best wishes for success on active service, 
the vessel sailed. The “ secret”? destination of the Division soon 
leaked out, and before long everyone knew they were going to 
Egypt. 

On 30th December the Brigade disembarked at Port Said and 
went into camp for a few days. Patrol and guard duties along 
the banks of the Suez Canal, and much digging inthe sand, occupied 
the troops of the 31st Division for six or seven weeks, and then 
orders came to move to France. On the Ist March the 31st 
Division set sail from Port Said and arrived at Marseilles between 
the 7th and 1oth and immediately began to move north towards 
the battle front, the area to which the Division was first sent being 
the Somme, a comparatively quiet part of the line at that period 
of 1916. Here, for a while, it is necessary to leave the Hull men 
and return to other parts of the line, for before the Battles of 
the Somme, 1916, opened, East Yorkshiremen, in at least one 
other division, were engaged actively with the enemy. 

The interval between the Battle of Loos, 1915, and the Somme 
Battles of 1916 was broken only by several local operations which 
took place in February, March, April, May and June of the latter 
year. The first of these was the “ Actions of the Bluff,” r4th 
and 1§th February and 2nd March. 


The Actions of the Bluff. 


On the northern bank of the Ypres-Comines Canal was a 
narrow ridge, some 30 to 40 feet high, covered by trees (presumably 
the heap formed by excavations when the Canal was dug) which 
formed a feature of the flat wooded country at the southern bend 
of the Ypres Salient. It ran outward through the British trenches 
almost into the German lines: the British trenches passed over the 
eastern point which was known as The Bluff. 
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On the afternoon of 14th February, following a violent hostile 
bombardment which almost obliterated the trenches, and the 
explosion of several mines, a sudden rush by the Germans was 
successful in capturing the trenches on The Bluff and other front- 
line trenches immediately north of it, some 600 yards in all 
then held by the 51st Brigade of the 17th Division. The 5oth 
Brigade of the Division was, at the time of the German attack, 
in Divisional Reserve at Reninghelst. Local counter-attacks on 
the night of the 14th/15th failed to recapture The Bluff, and at 
about 2 a.m. on the 1§th the Dorsets, West Yorkshires and 7th East 
Yorkshires of the 5oth Brigade were moved forward, the Dorsets 
to Dickebusch, West Yorkshires to Scottish Wood and the 7th 
East Yorkshires to 51st Brigade H.Q., then at Woodcote Farm. 

On the 1st January the 7th Battalion had been relieved in the 
Hooge trenches and proceeded to dug-outs in Zillebeke, in reserve. 
On the 8th the 5oth Brigade was relieved and moved back by 
train to the Nordausques area where all units of the Brigade lived 
in comparative comfort and decency until 6th February when 
Battalions again moved forward by train to the Reninghcelst 
area. On the 14th the Brigade had actually begun to move 
forward to relieve the 52nd Infantry Brigade (on the right of the 
51st) when the relief was stopped and three Battalions moved to 
positions already given: the 7th East Yorkshires being moved to 
positions in the G.H.Q. line north of Voormezeele. 

‘The move of the 7th Battalion to §1st Brigade H.Q. at Woodcote 
Farm was made in a storm of sleet. The march was greatly 
hampered not only by a very severe blizzard which blew directly 
in the faces of officers and men, but by the road being blocked by 
the transport of a brigade machine-gun company and two motor 
lorries. Arrived at 51st Brigade H.Q. the Battalion was ordered 
to go back to Belgian Corner to await further orders, arriving there 
at6.15 a.m. Half an hour later Battalion H.Q. and two Companies 
were again ordered back to Brigade H.Q. at Woodcote Farm where, 
after marching along a dangerous and open road during which 
IO men were wounded by shell fire, the C.O. was instructed to 
take his two Companies to the H.Q. dug-outs of the Border Regi- 
ment. With the C.O. of the Border Regiment, Major Armstrong 
(commanding 7th East Yorkshires) arranged to relieve one Company 
of the Borders in the trenches, but the two remaining Companies 
of East Yorkshires were not to come up until after dark. At 3 p.m. 
orders were received for an attack to be made on the trenches 


77H Bn. 
14TH Fes. 


7TH BN. 
14TH Fes. 


128 The Second Winter tn the Trenches. 1916 


captured by the enemy at, and north of, The Bluff ; the Germans 
were then holding New Year Trench, east end of The Bluff, Loop 
Trench, Trenches 29, 30, 31 and 32, and 100 yards of the southern 
end of 33. The §1st Brigade (to which the 7th Battalion was now 
attached) was to attack the above positions atg p.m. The 52nd 
Brigade was to co-operate by attacking the eastern end of The Bluff, 
New Year Trench, the Crater, and work round towards Loop 
Trench and Trench 29. 

The second Company of East Yorkshiremen which had arrived 
earlier in the day with Major Armstrong, relieved the other com- 
pany of the Border Regiment at 6.15 p.m. At 7.30 p.m. the two 
Companies left behind at Belgian Farm arrived, one was sent 
forward to Trench 31R in support of the front line. The dis- 
positions of the Battalion at 9 p.m., when the attack was timed to 
begin, were as follows: “ A” Company, with half a Company of 
the Green Howards and three attached Lewis guns of the North- 
umberland Fusiliers—from the right of line up to and including 
315; “D” Company (less one platoon)—in 32S and 338; “B” 
Company in 31R with one Lewis gun ; “ C”” Company in reserve 
at Battalion H.Q. The remaining platoon of “D” Company 
was in September Post. The Battalion bombers, machine- 
gunners and snipers were unfortunately on the southern side of the 
canal, having relieved those of the Lancashire Fusiliers on the 
previous night : the bombers and machine-gunners of the North- 
umberland Fusiliers were therefore attached to the 7th East 
Yorkshires for the attack. The bombers of the Northumberland 
Fusiliers were to bomb up Angle Trench and along Trench 30 
and Loop Trench. The bombers of the Sherwood Foresters were 
to bomb up from the junction of 32S and Wood Street towards 
Trench 32. But the latter arrived only 12 strong, with no officers, 
whereas they should have numbered one officer, eight bombers 
and 30 carriers. ‘The consequence was that when the attack began 
a German bombing post on the left of the 7th Battalion and between 
the East Yorkshiremen and the South Staffords, held up the advance 
of “D” Company, of the former, for the Sherwood Foresters 
bombing party was of no value. The Northumberland bombers 
had begun their attack when they were subjected to a heavy trench- 
mortar fire which wounded 3 officers, 2 N.C.Os. and some men of 
both the Northumberlands and East Yorkshires. Thus the 
bombing attack on the flank of the two Companies of the 7th 
Battalion waiting to advance failed, and the latter could not attack 
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across the open exposed to enfilade fire. The counter-attack thus 
“‘ fizzled out,” principally owing to lack of time in which to make 
proper preparations. 

The East Yorkshiremen were then ordered to consolidate the 
ground they held. The 16th was comparatively quiet. At night 
the Battalion was relieved and, by § p.m. on 17th, all Companies 
were back in Reninghelst. 

This was the first action in which the 7th Battalion was engaged, 
and it is interesting to note what the C.O. said of his men in his 
report to Brigade H.Q. :—‘“‘ I wish to express my appreciation 
of the excellent conduct of all ranks of the Battalion during these 
operations. Pelted by the snow storm, continually hampered, 
halted and pushed off the road by transport, soaked to the skin, 
ordered back on arrival and again forward on getting back, were 
a severe test of their soldierly qualities and which, in my opinion, 
they came through with credit. Later they were operating in 
unknown trenches, over unknown ground and under heavy shell 
fire most of the time, and again acquitted themselves well.” 

With the exception of constant patrol work, sniping and the 
repair of trenches, the Diary of the Battalion for the remainder 
of February is uninteresting. On one of these patrols Lieut. 
Clarkson failed to return, and he was probably captured by the 
enemy. On the last day of the month Lieut. Morice was shot 
through the knee. 

On the 2nd March, after preliminary bombardment which had 
begun on 21st February, the 3rd and 17th Divisions again attacked 
The Bluff, and this time successfully, but the 7th East Yorkshires 
were not involved, though the enemy’s shell fire caused some 150 
casualties in the soth Brigade. On 11th March the latter, or 
rather its skeleton, was relieved by the 8th Brigade (3rd Division) 
and marched back to Strazeele. The 17th Division moved down 
to Armentiéres towards the end of March, and on the 28th the 
soth Brigade took over the Lys sector, the 7th East Yorkshires 
remaining in reserve in Armentiéres. 

Compared with the eternal unrest and torture of the Ypres 
Salient, life in the new sector was bliss, both in and out of the 
front line. The trenches were good and dry, and billets in 
Armentiéres were first rate. April and the early part of May 
thus passed pleasantly enough, and on the 12th of the latter 
month the Australians and New Zealanders relieved the 17th 
Division, the s5oth Brigade moving back to the Nordausques 
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area, in order to train for the Somme Battles. A month was 
passed out of the line and then, on 11th June, the 17th Division 
entrained for Longeau and joined the Fourth Army. The sSoth 
Brigade’s first billets were at Bussy. On 13th June the Green 
Howards and 7th East Yorkshires went into the line, taking over 
trenches in the Maple Redoubt sector from the 22nd Infantry 
Brigade: for the Soth Brigade was to be attached to the 21st 
Division for the opening stages of the Somme Battles. 


The Actions of St. Eloi Craters. 
27th March-16th April. 


Although the attack at St. Eloi on the 27th March by the 
3rd Division was made by only one Brigade—the gth—the 8th 
Brigade held front-line trenches on the left of the attacking troops 
and, while the fighting took place, the 8th East Yorkshires were 
on the left flank of the 4th Royal Fusiliers (gth Brigade). 

The 8th Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel F. B. Brewis), after j joining 
the 3rd Division, had passed January and February either in the 
trenches at St. Eloi, or in Reninghelst Rest Camp, Dickebusch, 
Nortleulinghem or Ouderdom. During these two months the 
Battalion Dairies are brief and uninteresting. Casualties were, 
apparently, small though the Battalion lost one officer—2/Lieut. 
T. B. D. Hough, who was killed whilst sniping on 18th January. 

After the successful attack by the 76th Brigade (3rd Division) 
on The Bluff on 2nd March, the 8th Brigade received orders 
to take over The Bluff trenches from the former Brigade on the 
night of 3rd/4th. Of this relief and the awful state of the trenches 
when taken over the Battalion Diary says nothing,®* but the follow- 


* Lieut.-Colonel Brewis adds the following note concerning this particular relief :— 
**On March 3rd, without any warning or trench stores, the 8th E.Y.R. were ordered to 
relieve the Gordons in the International Lovers Lane, Maple Copse, Hedge Row trenches. 
Through heavy snowstorms and deep mud they found their way to the ‘ rendezvous’ 
for guides and there had to wait. ‘The so-called guides at last turned up and the East 
Yorkshires started. It was soon found that the guides did not know their way and the 
Battalion wandered about falling into shell holes full of water, deep mud and broken 
tramways. Working parties still further put the guides wrong. But at last just before 
dawn of a very long, dark night they found the Gordons. The latter were really 
suffering badly, only a sheet of corrugated iron propped up served as a Battalion H.Q. 
to write or receive all orders. As the Battalion arrived the Gordon R.S.M. and about 
8 men were killed close to this tin shelter. And the Gordons had been standing waiting 
for relief all night. It was getting daylight and the question was could we get the 
Gordons away ? The impossibility of having two Battalions crowded together all day 
in these trenches was so apparent that Major Green and I decided that as our men were 
now in good trim to let the Gordons go without going through the formalities of relief. 
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ing extracts trom the Diary of 8th Brigade H.Q. give some idea 
of the horrible sector into which the troops had moved :—“ No 
gum boots taken over. Snowing. Trenches in an awful condi- 
tion after their bombardment and mud so bad that in places 
men had to be pulled out with ropes. All communication trenches 
have vanished, and one of the battalions reduced to one dug-out 


only. ‘Trenches full of water, very few gum boots and impossible | 


to cook in trenches.” On the 5th the story is continued :— 
“ Large numbers of men ‘ going under ’ with trench feet, but com- 
paratively few casualties. Hundreds of German grenades collected 
and efforts made to bury some of the many corpses of both sides. 
Reported that-some men had been bogged up to waist and unable 
to move for 18 hours.” By the 6th March the total strength of 
the 8th East Yorkshires had been reduced by over 50 per cent. : 
they had moved into the front line over 1,000 strong, and now 
under 450. 

On the 11th March the 8th Brigade moved into the St. Eloi 
sector, Preparations were begun for the attack on “‘ The Mound.” 
The Sappers worked hard on six mines which were to be exploded 
beneath the German front line and all infantry battalions were 
busy at night digging communication trenches in readiness for the 
attack which was to take place very early on the morning of 
the 27th.* 

At 4 4.m. on the 27th March the dispositions of the troops 
in front of “ The Mound ” were (from right to left): 12th West 
Yorkshires, 1st Northumberland Fusiliers, 4th Royal Fusiliers of 
the gth Brigade; 8th East Yorkshires, 7th K.S.L.I. of the 8th 
Brigade. ‘The attack was to be carried out by the rst Northumber- 
land Fusiliers and 4th Royal Fusiliers on the craters formed by the 
six mines to be blown opposite these two battalions: there was 
also an objective line beyond the craters to be known, from right 
to left, as cé Z x. 99 6s yy? 

At 4.14 a.m. the British “‘ Heavies” opened fire and with a 
roar the mines were blown. ‘The attack took place at once and 


It was as well they did so, for when day came we found all the trenches blown in, 3 feet of 
water everywhere, full of dead bodies of Gordons. Every unit of the 17th Division 
seemed to have many dead floating about besides dead Germans. The Gordons had 
faced many counter-attacks ; the 8th E.Y.R. had two to deal with, and their patrols picked 
Up several sheltering Germans in No Man's Land.” 

* During these preparations Lieut.-Colonel B. I. Way returned to the Battalion 
and took over command from Lieut.-Colonel F. B. Brewis. The latter temporarily 
took over command of the 3rd Division Schools. 
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the Northumberland Fusiliers and the Royal Fusiliers were reported 
to have successfully reached their objectives. The attack resulted 
in the capture of 160 prisoners, the blowing up of a whole company 
of the enemy holding “The Mound,” the capture of several 
machine guns, plans of the enemy’s mines, enemy’s dictaphone 
and the destruction of the German trenches. The Diary of the 
8th East Yorkshires contains the following information :— 
‘‘ Explosion of several large mines under ‘ The Mound.’ Terrific 
bombardment by the enemy especially about 2 p.m. in afternoon 
and during the night. Many casualties.” 

Apparently, however, the attack had not been quite as successful 
as at first reported. A gap had been left in the line attacked by 
the Royal Fusiliers through which the Germans got into craters 
4 and §, and for several days there was constant fighting on both 
sides. Another attack on 3rd April resulted in the capture of the 
crater and the trenches beyond it, which had formed the gap. 
On the 6th the enemy attacked and captured two of the western- 
most craters. Eventually (about the middle of April) the British 
trenches ran roughly on the line held before the attack of 27th 
March. 

What the 8th East Yorkshires saw of these attacks, and the 
part they took in them, is best told in the disjointed entries in 
their Diary :—‘“ 28th March: Intermittent shelling by enemy of 
our front line. H.Q.’s and Canal bank bombarded by long-range 
and naval guns. Three companies now in front line moved to 
right flank to take over R.S.F., who were badly shaken. H.Q.’s 
and ‘D’ Company moved to Bollaartbeek. 29th: Shelling 
continued. 3oth: Attack by bombers on our right. Rapid fire 
by enemy on our trenches. Parapet badly damaged. 31st: Our 
trenches badly trench mortared. ‘C’ Company suffered badly 
—z20 casualties. All companies very weak and tired. Shelling 
again during the night H.E. and trench mortars. 1st April: 
Heavy bombardment by our guns silenced the enemy somewhat. 
Quiet night. Aeroplanes very active during the day.” The next 
four entries apparently refer to what was seen by Battalion H.Q.’s 
at Bollaartbeek, for some of the dates are duplicated with the 
above :—“ 31st March: Usual trench routine. Bombing attack 
on the craters. Our men claimed a number of Germans moving 
towards craters. 1st April: Heavy shelling on both sides. ‘C’ 
Company trench mortared. Trench breached in several places. 
Strong working parties at night. 2nd April: Spoil Bank heavily 
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shelled by guns of all calibres. 3rd April: Heavy bombardment 
by our artillery at 2 a.m. Attack by K.O.R.L. on our right which 
reached objective. Reciprocal shelling during the day. Battalion 
relieved by 31st Canadian, proceeded to Reninghelst leaving 
Lewis guns and teams in the line.” 

Later the Brigadier of the 76th Brigade sent a message to the 
G.O.C., 8th Brigade, as follows:—‘‘ I want to bring to your 
notice the good work done by the 7th K.S.L.I. and 8th East 
Yorkshires during the time they were under my command and 
hope that you will inform their commanding officers how grateful 
I am for their co-operation and continued cheerfulness under 
trying conditions.” The Brigadier of the 8th Brigade also wired 
to the 8th East Yorkshires :—‘* The Brigadier, 8th Brigade, wishes 
further to thank you and the 7th K.S.L.I. for upholding the good 
name of the 8th Brigade.” 

On the 11th April the Lewis gunners and teams returned to 
the Battalion: they had suffered many casualties and had spent 
no less than 18 days in the front line. By the 14th April the 
8th Battalion was back in the Berthen area, resting, cleaning up 
and training. 
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CHAPTER X. 


THE BATTLES OF THE SOMME, 
1916. 


THE BATTLE OF ALBERT, tst-13th July. 


URING the winter of 1915-1916 the Somme Battles 

of 1916 were planned and agreed upon by all the 

Allies. The objects of the offensive which Sir Douglas 

Haig referred to as the “ Opening of the wearing-out 

Battles” were: (i) to relieve the pressure on Verdun 

where the Germans were pressing the gallant French 
defenders with merciless vigour ; (ii) to assist the Allies in other 
theatres of the war (principally Italy) by stopping any further 
transfer of German troops from the Western Front, and (iii) to 
wear down the strength of the opposing forces. 

Preparations for the offensive were elaborate and took a con- 
siderable time to complete. All troops in the Somme area, 
when not engaged in their ordinary functions of trench warfare, 
were strenuously working on the defences, roads and communica- 
tions, forming dumps, etc., and collecting stores, of which vast 
quantities were necessary ; they had also to go through special 
training, so that the strain thrown upon them was very consider- 
able. But it was all borne cheerfully and with a wonderful spirit 
beyond all praise. 

The front of the main attack was roughly from Maricourt to 
Hebuterne: a subsidiary attack was to be made on the Gommecourt 
Salient, north of Hebuterne. 

Along the front of the main attack the enemy’s defences 
were of a very powerful nature. For two years he had been hard 
at work on his trenches and communications, and had turned 
every village and wood into a veritable fortress, whilst the barbed- 
wire entanglements in front of his front line were extraordinarily 
thick and in places 40 yards in depth. His dug-outs (of which 
more later) were elaborate and in places 30 feet beneath the surface 
of the ground. No easy task lay before the troops who were to 
assault such formidable defences. 
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An extraordinary number of guns had been collected for the 
preliminary bombardment, which began on 24th June and con- 
tinued right up to the morning of the attack. Zero day had been 
originally fixed for 2gth June but bad weather necessitated a post- 
ponement and the assault took place at 7.30 a.m. on Ist July after 
a final hour of an exceptionally violent bombardment. 

At Zero hour the Divisions in line from right to left were: 
30th just N. of Maricourt, 18th N. of Carnov, 7th S. of Fricourt 
and Mametz, 21st (to which the Soth Infantry Brigade of the 
17th Division was attached) W. of Fricourt, 34th opposite La 
Boisselle, 8th W. of Ovillers, 32nd E. of Authuille, 36th W. of 
Thiepval, z9th opposite Beaumont Hamel, 4th N.W. of Beaumont 
Hamel, 31st opposite Serre. The Gommecourt Salient was 
attacked by the 56th and 46th Divisions. 

Thus six battalions of the East Yorkshire Regiment were con- 
tained in divisions which made the initial assault : the Ist (21st 
Division), the 7th (17th Division), and the roth, rth, 12th and 
13th (31st Division) : the story of the first day of the Somme 
Battles, 1916, therefore, is, from a regimental point of view, 
centred upon the fighting at Fricourt and Serre. 

The ist Battalion was at Houplines on the first day of 1916, 
its fighting strength being then 26 officers and 789 other ranks. 
For nearly three months trench warfare, during which there 
was little or no fighting with the enemy, continued, and then, 
about the middle of March, warning was received that the 21st 
Division was to move to a back area for training. ‘The Battalion, 
however, suffered a great loss before the move took place, for 
Lieut.-Colonel J. L. J. Clarke, who for sixteen months had com- 
manded the 1st East Yorkshires, was appointed to command the 
52nd Brigade of the 17th Division and left his old battalion on 
17th March. 

On the rgth the Battalion moved to Steentje and on the fol- 
lowing day to Outtersteene for training purposes. On the 3oth of 
the month the 64th Brigade entrained for the Somme and by 
nightfall on 31st all units of the Brigade were billeted in the La’ 
Neuville-Bonnay area, the 1st East Yorkshires in the former 
village. 

On the 7th April the Battalion made its first acquaintance with 
the trenches west of Fricourt, having on that date relieved the 
2nd Gordons. From this date until the offensive began on Ist July 
the Battalion Diaries are full of preparations for the coming 
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operations when out of the line and ceaseless vigil when in the 
forward trenches. The rst Battalion was now commanded by 
Lieut.-Colonel M. B. Stow, who was senior Major during Colonel 
Clarke’s command. The attitude of the enemy was normal until 
early in June when he suddenly became aggressive. On the night 
of 3rd/4th, after a heavy bombardment which began at II p.m., 
he rushed the trenches on the left of the East Yorkshires occupied 
by a battalion of Northumberland Fusiliers : he entered at the 
junctions of the two Battalions, capturing en route a listening 
post held by the rst Battalion, though the men forming the 
garrison effected their escape. ‘The enemy was ejected but the 
East Yorkshiremen lost rather heavily :—2 officers—2nd Lieuts. 
S. E. Anson and T. Townsend—were killed, as well as 1§ other 
ranks, and 42 other ranks were wounded. It was in this affair 
that Pte. George William Chafer, although severely wounded in 
three places, won the Victoria Cross for most conspicuous bravery, 
the first gained by the Regimentinthe War.* The story of Chafer’s 
gallant action is as follows :— 

“¢ The scene was terrible. Our trench had been almost levelled 
by enfilade shell fire and enemy trench mortars. It was being 
swept by deadly machine-gun fire, and the air was poisoned by 
gas fumes. Chafer was lying seriously wounded in hand and leg, 
bruised and dazed by the concussion, choking, and blinded by 
gas, when he saw a man coming along with a written message. 
Another shell burst and partially buried this orderly, who shouted 
‘Some one take this message for the Captain.’ There was no 
one within hearing but Chafer: only dead and mortally wounded 
men were in sight. 999 men out of a thousand would have said 
‘I can’t do anything. I have done my bit. Now I lie low in 
what cover I’ve got. The message can’t be delivered.’ Not so, 
Chafer. His attitude was not ‘I can’t,’ but ‘I will try, at all 
costs it must be done.’ He took the message from the soldier, and 
as the trench had been knocked in so badly, crawled on to the 
parapet in spite of excruciating pain. There were big shells, 
small shells, bullets from machine guns and rifles raining around, 
and how he came through without further injury is a miracle. 
The first living occupant of our trench whom Chafer reached was a 
corporal. The latter could hardly believe his eyes when he saw 
someone, wearing a gas helmet, his left hand shot through and 
bleeding profusely yet clutching his rifle, dragging himself painfully 


* For official citation from the ‘‘ London Gazette,” see Appendix V. 
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along the parapet, with one leg torn by shell wounds, crying all 
the time ‘A message for the Captain.’ After handing it over, 
Chafer collapsed.” 

Another attempt by the enemy on the night of 4th/5th was 
stopped by artillery fire, though two more officers of the Battalion 
were wounded, 3 other ranks killed and 24 wounded. Two days 
later the following message was received from XVth Corps H.Q.: 
“The Corps Commander requests that you will be kind enough 
to express to the officers, N.C.Os. and men of the Ist Battalion, 
East Yorkshire Regiment, his high appreciation of the gallantry 
and tenacity displayed by all ranks in the defence of their trenches 
against the German raid on the night of 3rd/4th June. The 
discipline and organisation of the Battalion are proved to be of a 
high order.” On the 6th the Battalion was relieved and moved to 
Meaulte. The remainder of June was spent in training for the 
offensive and when, at last, “ Y ” day (the day before the assault) 
arrived the rst East Yorkshires were in fine fettle. 

At 8.15 p.m. on 30th June the Battalion paraded, and shortly 
afterwards marched off to their assembly trenches. 

The 21st Division was to attack with the 63rd Brigade on the 
right and the 64th Brigade on the left. Of the latter the gth 
K.O.Y.L.1. was to be on the right and the roth K.O.Y.L.I. on 
the left, the right and left supporting battalions being respectively 
the 1§th Durham Light Infantry and ist East Yorkshire Regiment. 

The two K.O.Y.L.[. Battalions were to capture and consolidate 
the line of the first objective, and the Durhams and East York- 
shires the second objective, the latter also detailing one company 
to hold Acid Drop Trench, between Quadrangle Trench and 
Quadrangle Support until Contalmaison had been occupied by the 
34th Division on the left of the 21st. Each Battalion was to 
attack with two companies in the front line and two in support, 
each company on a one-platoon front, each platoon rience to 
cover the allotted front. 

At Fricourt the enemy’s defences formed a salient upon heh 
the 7th and 2ist Divisions were to make a converging attack. 
The 7th Division was on the right and south of the salient, its 
role was to attack due north. The 21st Division on the left, 
west of the salient, was to attack due east. The two attacks were 
intended to converge near the north-east edge of Fricourt Wood. 
The left flank of the 7th Division was sufficiently protected by 
the lie of the ground, but the right of the 21st would be danger- 
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ously exposed and for the purpose of covering this flank the 5oth sr ano 71m 
Brigade of the 17th Division has been attached to the 21st Division. cies 
Thus the 1st and 7th Battalions of the Regiment were to be 7°" yon 
involved in the attack on Fricourt. 

The 31st Division, it will be remembered, had arrived in torn, 117m, 
France from Egypt early in March, and had been moved up to ee nee 
the Somme area, the g2nd Infantry Brigade taking over front-line 
trenches east of Englebelmer on the 28th of the month. Of the 28TH Mar. 
four East Yorkshire Battalions which formed the Brigade, the roth 
(Lieut.-Colonel D. Burges) and rith (Lieut.-Colonel B. St. Clair 
Ford) moved into the trenches, the 12th (Lieut.-Colonel H. R. 

Pease) billeted in Acheux and the 13th (Lieut.-Colonel R. H. 
Dewing) in Englebelmer. 

The roth Battalion suffered its first casualty on 29th March, rora By. 
one man being killed by a “ Minnie.” Thereafter, until the Somme 29TH Mar. 
Battles began, the Battalion was engaged in acquiring a knowledge 
of trench warfare, finding working parties, drill and hard training 
when out of the line, and patrol work and the maintenance of the 
defences when in the forward trenches. The guns of both sides 
were almost always active, though June was perhaps a particularly 
noisy month. On the 3rd June the guns of the 31st Division 
had carried out a heavy bombardment of the enemy’s trenches, 
which drew heavy retaliation from the hostile guns. The roth 
Battalion was then in the front line and lost two officers (Lieut. 

D. W. O. Palmer and 2/Lieut. C. C. Spink) and 20 other ranks 
killed, and two officers (Lieuts. Rice and Norfolk) and 47 other 
ranks wounded. On the 24th the Battalion took over the whole 
of the Divisional front extending from Warley to Nairne, N. of 
John Copse. The g2nd Brigade had already been informed that 
it was to be in Divisional Reserve during the initial attack on 
Ist July, and therefore the Brigade held the whole Divisional front 
whilst the 93rd and 94th Brigades, who were to assault the enemy’s 
trenches on Zero day, completed their training. On the night of 
the 30th, after these two Brigades had relieved the gznd Brigade 30TH June. 
in the front line, the roth East Yorkshires had three Companies 
in Palestine Trench and one Company (‘* D”’) in the Divisional 
front line. On this day Lieut.-Colonel D. Burges left the Battalion 
for England, and was succeeded in the command by Lieut.-Colonel 
W. B. Pearson (1st Lancashire Fusiliers). 

The r1th East Yorkshires had gone into the line on the right of urn By. 
the roth Battalion on 28th March, also suffering its first casualties 28TH Mar. 
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on that date, 2 men being buried and killed by the explosion of a 
trench-mortar bomb: § other ranks were sent to the Field Ambu- 
lance suffering from “ shell shock.” On 18th April, 2nd Lieut. 
H. Muir was killed, Lieut.-Colonel St. Clair Ford was sent into 
hospital on 25th June and Lieut.-Colonel H. R. Pease from r2th 
Battalion assumed command. On the 3oth, at 9 p.m., the 11th 
Battalion left billets in Authie and moved up to its assembly 
position—Hittite Trench—for the operations of Ist July. 

The 12th Battalion went into front-line trenches for the first 
time in France on 12th April ;_ parties of officers, N.C.Os. and men 
had been attached to the roth Battalion during the latter days of 
March and the early part of April. On the 17th the Battalion 
returned to billets in Courcelle, 11 other ranks having been killed 
and 12 wounded during this first tour of four days. On the 
6th May, Major Hatton was wounded (shell shock). During the 
tour, which lasted from 24th to 29th May, 2nd Lieutenant R. N. 
Taylor was killed, 2nd Lieutenant Hirst wounded, 21 other ranks 
killed and 54 wounded, an expensive tour. Two big raids on the 
enemy’s trenches were also carried out by the 12th Battalion at the 
end of June. On the 28th, Lieutenant Crabtree, with a party of 
about 80, attempted to enter the enemy’s line, but the strong 
wire entanglements and heavy rifle and machine-gun fire forced 
the party to withdraw. On the next night the same party again 
crossed No Man’s Land and were again unsuccessful, Lieutenant 
S. M. Crabtree and 2nd Lieutenant C. Drewitt being killed, two 
other officers wounded, 2 other ranks killed, 2 missing and 15 
wounded. The Battalion took up its assembly position on the 
night of 30th June, 1.¢., Sackville North, apparently without 
incident. 

Two Companies of the 13th Battalion had relieved two of the 
11th Battalion east of Englebelmer on the night of 31st March, 
and the first casualty occurred next day (1st April) when one man 
was killed. Two officers of the Battalion were wounded during 
May, 2nd Lieutenant T. W. Pearson on the 7th and Lieutenant J. 
Lawe on 24th. The Diaries of the Battalion are very brief and 
lack details of an interesting nature. On the night of 30th June 
the 13th East Yorkshires moved up to their assembly positions at 
Pylon. 

: All along the front line on the night of 30th June/tst July 
the excitement was tremendous. It was confidently expected that 
the enemy’s trenches would be completely demolished and his 
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machine-gun nests, the most dangerous opponents of the infantry- 
men, blown to atoms. The final hour of intense bombardment 
was awesome to watch as nothing like it had hitherto been seen 
in France or Flanders. 

At Zero hour—7.30 a.m.—on Ist July, after smoke discharges 
at many points along the front, and the blowing of mines beneath 
the enemy’s trenches, the assaulting troops advanced with the 
utmost steadiness to the attack despite the enemy’s barrage which 
was falling very heavily on the line of advance across No Man’s 
Land. The 3oth Division captured Montauban, the 18th Division 
carrying the whole of the ridge west of the village. The 7th 
Division forced its way into Mametz and reached its objectives 
in the valley beyond, first throwing out a defensive flank towards 
Fricourt. The first check came at the latter place. 

The soth Brigade of the 17th Division had been given the task 
of assaulting and clearing Fricourt village and wood, thus ensuring 
contact between the 7th Division on the right and the 21st Division 
on the left. The dispositions of the four Battalions of the Brigade 
at Zero hour were: 7th Green Howards held trenches from the 
cemetery to the “ Tambour”’; this Battalion was to attack the 
village. The roth West Yorkshires, detailed to form the defensive 
flank, were disposed in a line from the “ Tambour ” to the apex 
at Purfleet : the 7th East Yorkshires were in Becordel and “ Bonté 
Redoubt ” in support. The 6th Dorsets were in Brigade Reserve 
at Meaulte. The East Yorkshires and Dorsets were ready to follow 
up as the assault was delivered. 

The above was the disposition of the 5oth Brigade when the 
final bombardment had reached the height of its fury about 7 a.m. 
At 7.30 a.m. the assault was delivered. Two Companies of the 
West Yorkshires got across No Man’s Land and into the first 
German line with slight loss and reached their objective, but 
they had no support, for the two remaining Companies were met by 
a murderous machine-gun fire from Fricourt and were practically 
annihilated. The two forward Companies in the German line, 
left withoat assistance, were gradually overwhelmed and, being 
separated into small groups, were practically wiped out, only a few 
survivors getting back to the old British front line : one small 
detachment, however, managed to effect a junction with troops 
of the 21st Division. 

Machine-gun and rifle fire prevented a further advance from 
the British line and the Battalions which had been ordered to 
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follow in rear of the troops detailed for the initial assault, were 
unable to move. ‘“‘C” and “ D” Companies of the 7th East 
Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel P. A. Clive) were in South Avenue 
when, at 8.26 a.m., the last of the West Yorkshires ‘‘ went over.” 
By 9 am. “A” and “B” Companies from Bonté Redoubt, 
had moved up to Kingston Road and held the front line with 
one platoon, two Lewis guns and a trench-mortar carrying party. 
“PD” Company was then in Surrey Street. At 10.6 a.m. the 
7th Green Howards reported that their front Company had 
attacked and was in front of Fricourt and a little later “A” 
Company of the East Yorkshires was ordered up in support. 
The Lewis-gun officer reported that it was impossible to mount a 
gun on the lip of the crater as long as the German machine guns 
remained active, though he had mounted a gun on the trench 
parapet. Just after 11 a.m. “B’”’ Company was moved up 
towards Rundel Avenue, and 2/Lieut. Thomas, with two other 
ranks, was sent out from Purfleet to try and gain touch with the 
West Yorkshires. About an hour later he was brought back 
wounded by his servant. No West Yorkshiremen were found 
in the front German trench. ‘Two other patrols sent out had not 
returned by 1.15 p.m., at which hour the 7th East Yorkshires were 
ordered to attack in support of the West Yorkshires at second Zero, 
which was to be 2.30 p.m 

At 2.33 pm. “C” and “DPD” Companies of the East York- 
shires advanced over the parapet towards Red Cottage. They 
were met at once by a murderous machine-gun and rifle fire and 
were unable to get on. ‘‘ B’’ Company, which had been detailed 
to support the attack, did not get beyond the front line. Terrible 
casualtics were suffered in this second attempt. The two attack- 
ing companies of the East Yorkshires, ““C” and ‘“ D,” were 
practically swept away ere ever they set foot in No Man’s Land, 
which was already thick with dead and wounded men. This second 
attempt also failed and during the night of 1/2nd July the Soth 
Brigade was relieved and marched back to Heilly and Meaulte to 
reorganise, though having to provide carrying parties for the 
sist Brigade. 

The 7th East Yorkshires lost on the 1st July 4 officers killed 
(Captain J. F. Ruttledge, 2/Lieuts. F. Thornton, C. W. Perry and 
A. H. Kippax) and 1 officer wounded: in other ranks the losses 
were—killed 29, wounded 72 and missing 17: a total of § officers 
and 118 other ranks, 
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On the left of the goth Brigade the 21st Division had succeeded 
in obtaining a firm footing in the German line, the first objective 
allotted to the 64th Brigade being the line Crucifix Trench— 
Round Wood. 

The 1st East Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel M. B. Stow) had 
moved up to their assembly positions during the night 3oth June- 
Ist July. On the way up 2/Lieut. R. J. H. Gatrell was killed and 
three other ranks wounded in the communication trenches. At 3.30 
a.m. the Battalion was in position in its assembly trenches north- 
east of Becourt Wood. It will be remembered that the 64th 
Brigade was attacking with the gth K.O.Y.L.I. on the right and 
the roth K.O.Y.L.I. on the left, supported by the 15th Durham 
Light Infantry on the right and the 1st East Yorkshires on the 
left. 

It is not possible from the records to determine the exact 
positions occupied by all Companies of the Ist Battalion, but 
apparently “B” and “*D” (commanded by Captains C. J. 
Huntriss and T. L. Besant respectively) were in the front line 
in column of platoons, then came Battalion H.Q., followed by 
“A” and “C” Companies (Captains J. L. I. Hawkesworth 
and D. D. Anderson) in similar formation to the two leading 
Companies. 

At 7.25 on 1st July, and during the last five minutes of the 
‘‘intense period” of the bombardment the two K.O.Y.L.I. 
Battalions began to leave the trenches with the object of crawling 
towards the German lines in order to rush them when the barrage 
lifted. But almost immediately after the men began to show in No 
Man’s Land the German machine guns got to work and a storm of 
bullets swept over towards the British trenches. As soon as the 
barrage lifted more Germans lined their parapets and joined 
their rifle fire to that of their machine guns. Many of the 
K.O.Y.L.I. had by now become casualties, but the remainder 
went on in gallant style without hesitation and reached the enemy’s 
trenches. There they dealt promptly with the Germans on the 
parapet and with bayonet and bombs and rifle fire cleared the 
_Mmain network of the hostile trenches. ‘The supporting Battalions, 
the East Yorkshires and the Durhams, had followed close on the 
heels of the two leading Battalions, though they had suffered 
heavy casualties from the enemy’s guns and rifle fire. The first 
objective, Crucifix Trench—Round Wood, was apparently taken by 
8.15 a.m., though Shelter Wood and Birch Tree Wood still defied 
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capture. On the right of the 64th Brigade the 63rd _ had also 
gained ground, and similarly the 34th Division on the left. The 
enemy in Shelter Wood and Birch Tree Wood trenches were now 
getting stronger and launched several bombing attacks, but they 
were easily repulsed. At about 2 p.m. the Germans counter- 
attacked, but only in a half-hearted manner, and they were repulsed 
without difficulty. 

From all accounts it is evident that the four Battalions of the 
64th Brigade were at this period much intermingled. The Brigade 
had lost very heavily and was indeed so weak that it could not go 
farther. Lieut.-Colonel M. B. Stow was wounded early in the 
morning and Captain Willis had taken temporary command of the 
Battalion and held it all day until, at about 7.30 p.m., Major 
Saunders, the second-in-command, who with other officers and a 
certain percentage of men kept back as reinforcements, arrived and 
assumed command. On the night of Ist/znd July, the 64th 
Brigade was relieved by the 62nd Brigade, the gth and roth 
K.O.Y.L.I. taking up a position in Sausage Support Trench (in 
the German lines) with the 15th Durham Light Infantry and Ist 
East Yorkshires behind them in the old British front line. 

About midday on 2nd July, information was received that 
parties of Germans still held out in the network of trenches on the 
left of the Battalion, thereby endangering the line of communica- 
tions, and the East Yorkshires were ordered to despatch a bombing 
party to reconnoitre the ground and clear it of the enemy. This 
party was sent out under 2nd Lieutenant A. H. Eames and en- 
countered a larger party of Germans. The reconnaissance was 
made but during the bombing which took place 2nd Lieutenant 
Eames was killed. Sufficient information was, however, gained and 
a strong party sent upto clearthe enemy out. Somestiff bombing 
took place which practically lasted throughout the remainder of the 
day, but it resulted in the killing or capturing of all the Germans who 
held the ground. On the 3rd July the Battalion sent out another 
reconnoitring party under Lieutenant Marshall which, on return, 
reported all clear. On receipt of this information “‘C ” and “ D” 
Companies were sent up to construct a defensive flank in the 
German network of trenches facing north-east, ““A” and “B” 
Companies remaining behind in their original positions until 
4.30 p.m., when they relieved the two forward Companies. At 
8 p.m. the Brigade received orders to withdraw from the line and 
all units marched off, bivouacking for the night on the railway siding 
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near Dernancourt. On the 4th the Brigade moved to Ailly-sur- 
Somme, thence to rest billets in Yzeux. 

Heavy casualties had been suffered by the 1st Battalion during 
the first phase of the Somme Battles. The Commanding Officer 
—Lieut.-Colonel M. B. Stow—died of wounds in the C.C.S. at 
Heilly on the znd. The following officers were killed: Captain 
C.J.Huntriss, 2nd Lieutenants R. F. H. Gatrell, J. P. P. Peregrine, 
B. R. Boncker A. C. J. Smith, A. H. Eames ; 2nd Lieutenant C. S. 
E. English was reported “‘ wounded and missing, believed killed ” ; 
Captains D. D. Anderson and T. L. Besant, 2nd Lieutenants E. P. 
Cooper, Bultitude, W. R. Moore, J. S. Cracknell, J. W. Sawyer, 
D. V. Black, R. Trounce, J. B. Bailey and T. F. Smith were 
wounded and evacuated to hospital ;_ three other officers were 
slightly wounded and remained at duty, 1.¢., Captains G. Willis and 
T. L. I. Stockham and 2nd Lieutenant A. S. Stockham. In other 
ranks the losses were: killed 35, wounded 239, wounded and missing 
g, and missing 158. ‘Total casualties were : officers 19, other 
ranks 441. 

Of the roth, r1th, 12th and 13th Battalions, there is little to 
record concerning the opening stages of the Somme Battles. The 
g2nd Brigade (formed by the four Battalions) was in reserve 
during the attack by the 93rd and 94th Brigades on Serre, an attack 
which, at first successful, was finally driven back with terrible loss. 
On the night of 1st/2nd July the 92nd Brigade moved to Bus-les- 
Artois and remained there until the §th, moving on the latter 
date to Beauval, on the 6th to Bernaville, Beaumetz and Prouville 
and finally on 9th to Robecq, having left the Somme area (in 
Division) for the time being. 

After the first day of the Somme Battles, sna in view of the 
opposition unexpectedly met with, Sir Douglas Haig had decided 
to limit the area of the Battles from the junction of the French and 
British forces on the right to a point about half-way between La 
Boisselle and Contalmaison, and to limit the offensive on the left 
for the present to a slow and methodical advance. North of the 
Ancre the enemy was to be held to his ground while the advance 
south of the river continued. 

When the soth Brigade moved back into the trenches from 
Meaulte the line had been carried as far as Quadrangle Trench 
(north of Mametz Wood). At 8.30 a.m. on 5th July, “A” and 
“B® Companies of the 7th East Yorkshires had been sent up as a 
burying party for Sist Brigade to Fricourt. “C” and “D” 
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Companies had followed about midday for a similar purpose. 
Later in the day the Battalion was placed under the orders of 
the 52nd Brigade, and ordered to relieve the 8th South Staffords 
in Quadrangle and Crucifix Trenches, Railway Alley and the Strong 
Point in Fricourt Wood. Battalion H.Q. were in Railway 
Copse. 

On the 6th the soth Brigade was warned to be ready to take 
over the front from the 38th Division between Willow Avenue 
and Bottom Alley, and to be prepared to co-operate in an attack 
on Mametz Wood. The Soth Brigade was in position by midnight 
6th/7th July. The intention was for the 7th East Yorkshires and 
Dorsets to attack from Quadrangle Alley and Bottom Wood, the 
7th Green Howards were in reserve and the remnants of the West 
Yorkshires were left in Meaulte as a carrying party. The possi- 
bility of this operation depended on the success of an attack by 
the 52nd Brigade on Quadrangle Support, the vital point being 
to secure the junction of this trench with Quadrangle Alley. At 
2 a.m. on the 7th the §2nd Brigade attacked, but by 3.25 a.m. 
reports were received at Battalion H.Q. that it was unsuccessful, 
the Brigade not having gained the whole of its objectives. Also, 
at 7 a.m., the Germans delivered a violent counter-attack which, 
however, was taken in flank by an assault made at a later hour by 
the 23rd Division on Contalmaison. At 8 a.m. the situation was 
involved, but it looked as if a successful attack on Quadrangle 
Alley and Quadrangle Support would cut off the remnants of the 
Germans who had counter-attacked and also pave the way for 
the attack on Mametz Wood. The 7th East Yorkshires were, 
therefore, ordered to make a bombing attack on the junction of 
the two trenches and along Wood Trench. The first attack was 
ordered at 8.22 a.m. At 9 a.m. a message was received from the 
Brigadier who ordered an attack across the open, but on the danger 
and almost certain heavy losses of such an attack being pointed 
out, the order was made dependent upon the results of the bombing 
attacks. 

About 10.1§ a.m. Battalion H.Q. received a message from 
Major King, which read as follows :—“‘ Bombed up Quad. Alley 
as far as Quad. Support, which is held by enemy. Unable to dis- 
lodge him. Iam holding Quad. Alley and Quad. Trench. Enemy 
holding strip of wood down railway and Quad. Support. Await- 
ing instructions.” For four or five hours Major King had to 
wait for the orders he had requested as they did not reach Battalion 
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H.Q. until 3.5 p.m., and it took an hour and a half to get them 
forward to the Major. Meanwhile four officers had been wounded 
—Captain H. Dring, Lieut. H. S. O. Ashington and 2/Lieuts. 
W. D. Topping and R. C. Jackson. It was also estimated that 
16 other ranks had been killed, whilst there were large numbers 
of wounded. 

It was 4.35 p.m. when Major King received orders to attack 
at 5.0 p.m. Preparations were hurriedly made, but at two 
minutes to five two runners arrived with fresh orders cancelling 
the attack. The gallant fellows who carried this message, knowing 
the urgency of reaching Major King in order to prevent him 
attacking, and fearing their progress along the communication 
trenches would be impeded, flung discretion to the winds and had 
advanced “over the top” and across open ground. Great 
execution was done with a Lewis gun, which pourcd enfilade fire 
on Wood Trench crowded with Germans. 

Throughout the remainder of the day the 7th Battalion hung 
on to its positions. Heavy rain had fallen making the trenches 
almost impassable, and the evacuation of the wounded was most 
dificult. Early on the 8th the Battalion was ordered to with- 
draw to Railway Alley in reserve. Here the losses were counted : 
1 officer (Lieut. Millar) had been killed, 2 more officers (Captain 
J. S. T. Bradley and 2/Lieut. J. W. Lissett) had been wounded, 
and the revised list of other rank casualties was reported as 6 killed, 
83 wounded and 49 missing. The trench strength of the 7th 
Battalion was now only 14 officers and 444 other ranks. 

At 5.30 p.m. on gth, orders were received for another attack 
on Quadrangle Support, though the Battalion Diary states that 
the “only duty of 7th East Yorkshire Regiment was to take over 
before dawn strong point at Quad. Alley—Quad. Support junction 
when captured by Yorkshire Regiment and made by Pioneer 
Battalion.” But the East Yorkshires were involved in the attack, 
for shortly after midnight 50 other ranks, under 2/Lieut. Calvert, 
ordered to move up at 2 a.m. (on Ioth) to take over the strong 
point, were suddenly detailed to reinforce the Yorkshire Regiment. 
At 2.30 a.m. the attack by 51st Brigade was reported unsuccessful. 
At 5 a.m. “C” Company, under Lieut. Gale, and the bombers 
of ““ D ” Company, were sent up to Quadrangle Trench to watch 
the situation and patrol forward if possible. At 8 a.m. Major 
King went up to Quadrangle Trench to take command of opera- 
tions to be carried out by the left-half of the Battalion, 1.¢., 
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to take Quadrangle Alley, right of Quadrangle Support, to push 
on to the northern end of the Alley and to consolidate a line 
“ N—K ” joining up with the 38th Division at the latter point. 

At about 9 a.m., preparations being completed, the Battalion 
bombers of “‘C ”’? Company were ordered to attack the junction 
of Quadrangle Alley and Support, bomb westwards along the latter 
and erect a stop. The Company bombers of ‘ C ” were ordered 
to follow up to the junction and bomb eastwards, thus protecting 
the right and left flanks of “ D” Company (Capt. Heathcock), 
the latter having been instructed to push through to the northern 
end of the Alley and consolidate ‘* N—K.” 

The attack was launched, but the bombers of “C”> could 
not break through the German stop, a hostile sniper or machine gun 
on top of the stop preventing all attempts to get through. ‘“D” 
Company bombers were then brought up but, although gallant 
efforts were made, no further progress could be made. The first 
three men who attempted to swarm over were shot down. The 
stop was apparently held in force. Nothing was to be seen of the 
attack of the 38th Division on the right of the East Yorkshires. 

About noon, word was sent to Major King that, after a bom- 
bardment by Stokes guns on Wood Support, the latter was to be 
“‘ rushed ” by infantry from Mametz Wood, the extreme southern 
portions of which, as well as Wood Trench and Strip Trench, were 
in British hands. The East Yorkshires were ordered to push on 
up to “ N—K ” and take Wood Support in flank and rear. Com- 
panies were, therefore, hurriedly reorganised in the Alley south of 
the junction of Quadruple Support and Quadrangle Alley. 
““C ” Company was again to attack the German stop and push on 
to “ N—K ” while “ D ” Company attacked across the open to the 
railway and worked up to “ N—K”: the Battalion bombers 
were to attack across the railway from Wood Support. 

The attack was launched. Lieutenant R. B. Cracroft, with two 
platoons of ‘‘ C ” Company (under orders), simultaneously got out 
of the Alley with the intention of entering it again north of the 
German stop “if and when he came under fire,” leaving the stop 
to be dealt with by bombers of the same Company. But again the 
stop defied capture and Lieutenant Cracroft and his gallant 
platoon, immediately they set foot in the open, were subjected to a 
heavy enfilade machine-gun fire from Acid Drop Copse. The 
officer fell dead. ‘“‘D” Company, advancing across the open in 
extended order in two lines, was also caught by enfilade machine- 
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gun fire from N. and from another German strong point on the 
right of Wood Support, and Captain T. Heathcock, the Company 
Commander, was killed just as he had reached the valley. The 
Germans in Wood Support and the northern portion of Quadrangle 
Alley were seen retiring in large numbers, but the garrisons of the 
stop and the strong points mentioned held out and resisted all 
attempts to capture them. 

At 1 p.m. the G.S.O.1, 17th Division, arrived at 7th Battalion 
H.Q. with orders for yet another attempt on Quadrangle Alley, 
Quadrangle Support, the left (western) end of Wood Support, and 
the south-west corner of Mametz Wood. This attack took place 
at 5.45 p.m., but was also unsuccessful. ‘“* All ranks,’ records the 
Battalion Diary, “‘ carried out their orders most gallantly, but all 
attacks failed.” Two more officers (Lieutenant E. Wing and 2nd 
Lieutenant Hey) had been wounded, and other rank casualties 
were about 140. 

During the night the 7th East Yorkshires were relieved by the 
7th Leicesters and marched about 6 miles back to Grovetown. 
On the 11th a move (in Brigade) was made to Molliens Vidames, 
where the next two or three days were spent in refitting and 
cleaning up. 


THE BATTLE OF BAZENTIN RIDGE: 
14th-17th July, 1916. 


On the 14th July, after a preliminary bombardment which 
began on the ith, an attack was made on a front extending from 
Longueval to Bazentin le Petit Wood inclusive. The Divisions 
in the front line from right to left were 18th, gth, 3rd, 21st, Ist 
and 34th, but with two only—3rd and 21st—does this narrative 
deal, for they contained the 8th and Ist Battalions East Yorkshire 
Regiment respectively. 

The 8th Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel B. I. Way) had entrained 
for the Somme on Ist July, having spent the intervening weeks, 
from roth April (when they reached the Berthen area from the 
front line, south-east of Ypres) either out of the line resting or 
training at La Clytte, Mt. Kokereele and St. Martin-au-Laert 
areas, or in the front line east of Dickebusch. These weeks were 
uneventful and few casualties were suffered. 
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The Battalion reached Candas at about 8 p.m., and, after 
detraining, marched to Franqueville, thence in stages to Flesselles, 
Cardonette, Corbie, Les Celestins Wood and Carnoy, billeting 
in the latter place until 12th. The Battalion was now in Brigade 
Reserve, the 8th Brigade having relieved the 53rd Brigade (18th 
Division), on the night of 7th in the front line north of Montauban, 
the 3rd Division having been ordered to take over the Caterpillar 
Wood sector. 

From 8th to 12th the 8th East Yorkshires were engaged in 
carrying duties, moving ammunition and stores up to the Quarry 
to form a Brigade dump for the coming operations. ‘The Battalion 
also sent out reconnoitring patrols each night, gaining general 
information as to the conditions of the enemy’s wire and other 
necessary details concerning his positions. 

The fighting strength of the Battalion at this period was 
approximately 20 officers and 800 other ranks. 

At 4 p.m. on 13th July, final orders concerning the attack 
were issued, and Zero hour was fixed at 3.2§ a.m. on 14th. 

At 9.30 p.m. the assaulting troops began to move up to their 
assembly positions. They moved in file along the Carnoy—Mont- 
auban road, skirting Montauban to the west and north and 
assembled in Caterpillar Wood Valley in complete silence, with 
only one man wounded. A screen of picquets, consisting of half 
a platoon per Company, with all the scouts of the assaulting 
Battalions, under the Brigade Intelligence Officer, had been put 
out to within 200 yards of the German line and were established 
there by 10.30 p.m. Under cover of this screen the 8th Brigade 
assembled in the following formation: 8th East Yorkshires on 
the right, 7th K.S.L.I. on the left. The 1st R.S. Fusiliers were 
in support, half the Battalion in rear of each assaulting Battalion. 
The 2nd Royal Scots were in Brigade Reserve. 

The Divisional objective ran roughly from (and including) 
the centre of Longueval village to (and including) the village of 
Bazentin-le-Grand. The 76th Brigade was attacking on the right, 
the 8th in the centre and the gth Brigade on the left. The objec- 
tives of the 8th Brigade were the German front and support 
trenches about half-way between the two villages. 

The 8th Brigade, having assembled on the northern slopes 
of the valley just north-east of Caterpillar Wood, advanced to the 
positions of deployment, the road running east and west, south 
of the German positions. At 2.5 a.m. the Brigade reported :— 
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“Brigade deployed position.” In accordance with orders from 
Divisional Headquarters the line now began to creep forward, 
each line placing out markers 1§ yards every quarter of an hour, 
then creeping up to the new alignment. At 3.1§ a.m. the leading 
line of the assaulting troops was about 120 yards only from the 
German trenches. 

At 3.20 a.m. an intense bombardment was placed on the 
German wire and trenches, though a large number of shells fell 
short, causing casualties amongst the two front lines of waiting 
troops. At 3.25 the whole of the assaulting lines and supporting 
lines advanced with a rush on the German trenches. But the first 
row of the enemy’s wire was found cut in only a few places, the 
second row, consisting of zigzag pattern wire (very formidable) 
was hardly damaged at all. On the right only two platoons of 
the 8th East Yorkshires managed to get through, and on the left 
one or two desperate parties of the 7th K.S.L.I., led by their 
gallant Colonel, crawled through gaps. The remainder of the 
assaulting lines took shelter in shell holes in front of the German 
trenches or fell back to the line of the Sunken Road, which they 
began to consolidate. 

The Diary of the 8th Battalion describes the action in dis- 
jointed sentences, and it is difficult to fill in the gaps: “ Bat- 
talion held up by uncut wire. Enemy sent up many flare lights. 
Machine gun and rapid rifle fire opened on our men by enemy. 
Men returned to place of assembly under the bank and dug in, 
some remained taking cover in shell holes. Commanding Officer 
wounded whilst in enemy wire.” Lieut.-Colonel Way had been 
shot in the leg and in the arm, and about 6.45 a.m. Major 
F, B. Brewis arrived and took over temporary command of the 
Battalion. 

About 7.1§ a.m. news came through that the gth Brigade on 
the left had captured Bazentin-le-Grand and the 2nd Royal 
Scots (less two Companies) were ordered up to attack the German 
line next to the point where the gth Brigade had broken through. 
Two bombing attacks, one by the 2 R. Scots and the other by the 
1 R.S. Fusiliers, assisted by machine-gun fire, had the desired 
effect, and by 1 p.m. the German first and second lines were 
captured with 400 prisoners and six machine guns. The Diary 
of the 8th Battalion thus describes this bombing episode: “ 12.15 
p-m. Bombing party of 2nd Royal Scots appeared on our left. 
They advanced quickly and carried all before them. As they 


8tH Bn. 
14TH JULY. 


Stn Bw. 


14TH JULY. 


20TH JuLy. 


ist Bn. 


13TH JuLy. 


14TH JULY. 


152 The Battles of the Somme, 1916. 1916 


advanced our men joined in and the fight was over at once.” But 
of the two platoons of the 8th East Yorkshires, who had penetrated 
the enemy’s wire in the initial attack, nothing further is recorded. 
Perhaps there was no more to tell than that they died gallantly 
fighting to the very last. 

The position was now consolidated. At 2 p.m. the Battalion 
began to reorganise and count its losses, the latter were terrible. 
“The following,” records the Diary, “ were the known casualties. 
Officers: killed 8, wounded 11. Other ranks : killed 81, wounded 
218, missing 141. Total 19* officers and 440 other ranks.” 

Until the close of the Battle of Bazentin Ridge, and until 
the zoth July, the 8th East Yorkshires held on to their position, 
but the only account given is in these words: ‘* Holding our new 
position. Heavy bombardment by enemy of our trenches and 
back area. Gas and Lachrymatory shells. Many casualties. 
Special attention paid by enemy to Quarry, roads leading from the 
Quarry and Montauban.” On the night 2oth/2ist the Battalion 
was relieved and moved back to trenches just north of the 
Quarry. 

Meanwhile the 1st East Yorkshires had again been drawn into 
the struggle. At Yzeux two strong drafts had joined, a welcome 
addition considering the weak state of the Battalion. The move 
forward begun on the roth, via Ailly and Corbie, whence on the 
11th, motor buses carried the East Yorkshiremen to Ville, where 
another strong draft was awaiting them. On the 12th two more 
drafts arrived, bringing the strength of the Battalion to somewhere 
near its former numbers. 

On the 13th the 1st Battalion was attached to the rroth Brigade 
(which had just joined the 21st Division in place of the 62nd 
Brigade) and marched to Meaulte, and later to reserve in shelter 
trenches in the south-east corner of Mametz Wood. Here the 
Battalion awaited the attack to take place at 3.25 a.m. on the 
following day. 

At Zero hour on the 14th the rroth Brigade, keeping its nose 
well into the barrage, soon carried Bazentin-le-Petit village and 
most of the wood of the same name. The 1st East Yorkshires, 
however, did not go into action until 9.30 a.m., when two Com- 
panies, “ A’ and “ B,” were ordered to reinforce the 7th Leicesters 
along the northern edge of Bazentin-le-Petit Wood. Shortly 
afterwards, however, ‘‘C ” and “‘ D’” Companies were also sent 
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up. Very heavy artillery fire met the advance and the whole 
ground seemed to be alive with bursting shells, the enemy using 
guns of every calibre. But casualties were not very heavy. Soon 
after “‘ C ” Company had reached the eastern edge of Bazentin-le- 
Petit Wood the enemy launched a heavy counter-attack in close 
formation. But, with machine gun and rifle fire, the East York- 
shiremen very quickly sent the Germans hurrying back to their 
original starting-point. The remainder of the day passed in 
comparative quietude, the Battalion consolidating the ground 
gained. But the position in the N.W. corner of the Wood was 
still obscure, for here a German machine gun was bringing a flank 
fire on to the East Yorkshiremen. Eventually a Stokes gun was 
turned on to it and the hostile machine gun did not fire again. 
On the 15th the rroth Brigade was relieved, but the 1st Battalion 
remained in the line. 

On the right of the 21st Division the 3rd and 7th Divisions had 
captured Bazentin-le-Grand village and Wood respectively. The 
33rd Division then relieved the 7th (on night of 15§th/16th) 
and, attacking the north-west corner of Bazentin-le-Petit Wood, 
carried it without serious casualties. After the assault, ““C” 
Company of the 1st East Yorkshires, moved up to relieve the troops 
who had carried the position, and set to work to consolidate it. 
There were no counter-attacks and only intermittent shelling during 
the remainder of the day. On the night of 16th/17th the Battalion 
was relieved and rejoined the 64th Brigade, moving to its original 
position in the south-east corner of Mametz Wood and remaining 
there until ro p.m. At the latter hour the rst East Yorkshires 
marched back to bivouacs at Carcaillot Farm, all ranks being settled 
in at 3 a.m. on 18th. 

The total casualties suffered by the rst Battalion between 13th 
and 17th July (both dates inclusive), were 6 officers wounded 
(Captains J. L. I. Hawkesworth, A. W. Rhodes, H. Reeder and 
E. F. Pipe and 2nd Lieutenants A. 8. Stockham and H. W. Sheffield). 
The losses in other ranks were severe: 36 being killed, 186 wounded 
and 126 missing. 

At the close of the Battle of Bazentin Ridge (17th July), Sir 
Douglas Haig stated that the British line “ was definitely established 
from Maltz Horn Farm, where we met the French left, northwards 
along the eastern edge of Trénes Wood to Longueval, and then 
westwards again past the southern face of Poziéres to the north of 
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Waterlot Farm, while we had troops thrown forward in Delville 
Wood and towards High Wood, though their position was not 
yet secure.” 


THE BATTLE OF DELVILLE WOOD. 
15th July-3rd September. 


Delville Wood, or the “ Devil’s Wood,” was, in 1916, the 
scene of much bloody fighting. Between the 15th July, when 
the Wood was first attacked, and the 3rd September, the date 
of its final capture, it changed hands many times. For instance, 
during the evening of the 18th July, the enemy counter-attacked 
and succeeded in occupying the northern portion. 

It was apparently at the close of this attack that Sir Douglas 
Haig said, ‘‘ we had troops thrown forward in Delville Wood and 
towards High Wood, though their position was not yet secure.” 
The reason was that at Delville Wood and Longueval the British 
line formed a sharp salient. From the eastern side of the Wood 
the line dropped in a southerly direction to Maltz Horn Farm, 
there joining up with French troops. From Longueval the line 
bent back westwards in the direction of Poziéres. ‘“‘ This pro- 
nounced salient invited counter-attacks by the enemy,” and until 
it was relieved in the line on 25th July, the 8th Infantry Brigade - 
of the 3rd Division, to which the 8th East Yorkshires belonged, 
was engaged either in attacks, or in repelling counter-attacks, 
though the East Yorkshiremen were not involved in every action.* 

On the 2oth July the 8th Battalion occupied reserve trenches 
just north of the Quarry. The Scots Fusiliers held the southern 
portion of Longueval and the road at the south-east corner of 
Delville Wood. Of the remaining units of the 8th Brigade, the 
2nd Royal Scots were west and south-west of the Quarry, and the 
7th K.S.L.I. had two Companies in the Montauban Defences 
and two Companies south of Montauban. 

At 3.35 a.m. the 76th Brigade again attacked Delville Wood 
with what result is not stated. But at 3 p.m. the 8th Brigade 
was ordered to extend its right and take over Waterlot Farm and 


® From the 22nd to 25th July (inclusive) the Battalion Diary compresses the events 
which happened between these two dates into just 38 words, and the narrative concerning 
that period is taken entirely from the Diary of the 8th Inf. Bde. H.Q. 
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Royal Scots took over the new section of the line: the 8th East 
Yorkshires moving to the northern portion of Bernafay Wood and 
Longueval Alley in support. 

About 10.30 a.m. on 21st the G.S.O.I., 3rd Division, visited 
8th Brigade H.Q. and gave warning that the Brigade would have 
to make an attack along the German trenches south-east of Waterlot 
Farm as far as the railway north of Guillemont. Preparations 
were begun immediately ; four trench mortars were sent up to the 
Royal Scots holding Waterlot Farm and the eastern edges of 
Troénes Wood, and the 7th K.S.L.I. provided a party to carry up 
Stokes ammunition. The 8th East Yorkshires were ordered to 
relieve the Royal Scots, holding the eastern edge of Trénes Wood, 
by 11.30 p.m. that night. The attack was to be made by two 
Companies of Royal Scots working along the trenches without 
artillery preparation, machine guns covering the flank of the 
attack. Zero hour was to be 1 a.m. on the 22nd, but was sub- 
sequently changed to 2 a.m. as the relief had not been completed 
by 11.30 p.m. 

At 2 a.m. on the 22nd, the attack took place and the Royal 
Scots reached their objective on the railway with very few casual- 
ties, but, under a murderous machine-gun fire from Guillemont 
and the east, had to fall back to a point midway between Waterlot 
Farm and the railway: here they consolidated. At 5.34 a.m. 
there was a heavy German counter-attack from the south-east, 
but it was repulsed. 

At 7 p.m. another attack by the 8th Brigade on the short 
length of trench between the Royal Scots and the railway line, 
also a new German trench running north-east from the Longueval- 
Guillemont road, was ordered by Corps H.Q. The plan of 
attack was for two strong bombing parties, each consisting of 80 
men with two Lewis guns of 7th K.S.L.I., supported by one 
Company of 8th East Yorkshires, to capture the new trench, and 
the Royal Scots to capture as far as the railway as before. On 
the right of the 8th Brigade the 30th Division was to attack 
Guillemont. Zero hour was 3.55 a.m. on 23rd. 

The story of this attack is told in the Brigade Diary in the 
following words :—“‘ The 30th Division attack on Guillemont 
lost direction and failed and, sweeping through 8th Brigade trenches 
south of Waterlot Farm, diverted the assaulting columns of 8th 
East Yorks and 7th K.S.L.I., only a few of whom, headed by their 
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respective bombing officers, reached the German trenches and, 
being unsupported, had to retire.” A Company of 7th K.S.L.I. 
then occupied the triangle trench dug between Delville Wood and 
the Longueval-Guillemont road north-west of Waterlot Farm. 
The Royal Scots again reached the railway, but owing to the 
failure of the 30th Division to capture Guillemont had to retire 
to their jumping-off position. 

There is an interesting sketch map with the 8th Brigade 
Diary not only showing the positions of all units at noon 
on 23rd July, but containing the following words: ‘‘ Com- 
panies now about 40-50 strong.” It is obvious, therefore, 
that the Brigade must have sustained very heavy losses. Accord- 
ing to the Diary of the 8th East Yorkshires a draft of 320 
other ranks (from the Green Howards and York and Lancaster 
Regiments) reached the Battalion on this day—they must have 
been very welcome. 

Another attack on the same position was ordered for the 
24th, but was subsequently cancelled. On this day also the 
Germans made yet another attempt to capture the whole of 
Delville Wood, but failed. 

The 8th East Yorkshires were not again involved in attacks on 
the enemy, indeed none were made by the 8th Brigade, for on the 
night of 2§th/26th July, the 3rd Division was relieved by the 5th 
Division, and the Brigade moved back to billets in Happy Valley 
into Corps Reserve. 

Apparently the 8th East Yorkshires had lost, since the operations 
of 14th July, 1 officer and 130 other ranks, for, on relief, the Bat- 
talion Diary gives the total casualties during the operations, 
14th-2§th July, as 20 officers and §70 other ranks. 

From the Happy Valley the 8th Brigade moved to Meaulte, 
and on the 28th the Brigadier inspected all units. To the 8th 
East Yorkshires he said, after expressing the thanks of the Divisional 
and Army Commanders: “ You are a portion of what is called the 
New Army. I belong to the Old Army, but if this is the New Army, 
then it is good enough. It is you men in the ranks who have 
brought these victories and it is you whom we thank. In this 
advance you were held up by the wire, but you hung on. You 
have been, in this advance, only a small portion of the troops 
engaged, but a very important portion, and you performed your 
task successfully.” 

At the close of July the Battalion was still at Meaulte. 
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After losing 18 officers and 421 other ranks between Ist and 11th 
July, the 7th East Yorkshires had entrained for Molliens-Vidame 
for two or three days’ rest and reorganisation. On 15th July the 
soth Brigade marched to Bellancourt, east of Abbeville, where 
134 officers and 290 other ranks joined as reinforcements. Of this 
number the 7th East Yorkshires received a proportion. On the 
23rd of the month the Brigade marched to Condé, moving by 
train to Mericourt on 23rd, and bivouacked on a hill west of 
Dernancourt. The 17th Division had once more gone into the 
front-line trenches, and on 4th and §th August the soth Brigade 
relieved successively the §ist and §2nd Brigades in Pommiers 
Redoubt and the front line in Longueval and Delville Wood. A 
long week was then spent in constructing new trenches and 
improving communications. The 7th Battalion was relieved 
on 13th August and moved back to Dernancourt. 


THE BATTLE OF POZIERES: 
23rd July—3rd September, 1916. 


The 6th East Yorkshires (Pioneers), of the 11th Division, were 
in the area of this Battle, though the Battalion Diary contains 
nothing of special interest or any of the excitements of active 
operations. The 6th Battalion had set sail from Egypt on Ist 
and 3rd July, disembarking at Marseilles on gth and roth. On 
11th the Battalion (29 officers and 935 other ranks, commanded by 
Lieut.-Colonel M. G. Cowper) entrained at Marseilles for St. Pol, 
where the 11th Division was concentrating. On the night of 
16th/17th July the Division began the relief of the 55th Division 
in the front line south and east of Arras, the 6th East Yorkshires 
being then in billets, and training, at Wanquetin. The remainder 
of the month was spent in Pioneer work in the neighbourhood of 
Arras, or in training and getting used to the difference between 
warfare in France and Egypt. No casualties appear to have been 
suffered by the Battalion in July. On the 28th the Pioneers 
moved to the Gouy area, thence, on the 26th August, to Ambrines 
for a further period of training, for the 11th Division, having been 
relieved in the line, had taken over the Ambrines—Avesnes le 
Comte-Grand Rullecourt area preparatory to joining in the 
operations on the Somme. 
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Apparently the 6th East Yorkshires went into the line, though 
in reserve positions, before the other units of the 11th Division, 
for whereas on the 3rd September (the closing date of the battle) 
the three Infantry Brigades were in the Raincheval-Arqueves— 
Acheux and Puchevillers areas, the Pioneers on the 1st had arrived 
at Aveluy and Usna Redoubt. The 2nd September was spent in 
cleaning up and inspections ; on 3rd the Battalion furnished 
parties for work on communication trenches and Brimstone 
Trench. 

The 11th Division now belonged to the znd Corpsof the Reserve 
Army and was not due to take over a sector of the line south of 
Thiepval until 8th September, though the relief was to begin on 
the 6th. 


THE BATTLE OF FLERS-COURCELETTE : 
15th—22nd September, 1916. 


After the Battles of Guillemont and Ginchy (in which no 
battalion of the East Yorkshire Regiment was actively engaged 
with the enemy), the general situation may be summed up briefly 
as follows: Practically the whole of the forward crest of the main 
ridge from Delville Wood to the road above Moquet Farm was in 
British hands and, with it, the advantage of observation over the 
slopes beyond. East of Delville Wood to Leuze Wood, a line had 
been firmly established on the main ridge, whilst east, across the 
Combles valley on the right of the British, the French were 
similarly advancing. But though the centre of the British line 
was thus well placed, there was still, on the flanks, difficult ground 
to be won. It was this situation which occasioned the Battle of 
Flers-Courcelette, which began on 15th September, the date of 
the opening of the third phase of the Somme Battles of 1916. 

The general plan of the combined Allied attack was to pivot 
on the high ground south of the Ancre and north of the Albert— 
Bapaume road, while the Fourth British Army devoted the 
whole of its efforts to the rearmost of the enemy’s original defences 
between Morval and Le Sars. If the initial operations were 
attended with success the attack was to be extended to embrace 
the villages of Martinpuich and Courcelette. On the attack 
reaching the Morval line the Thiepval Ridge was to be attacked. 
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Nine divisions were to be employed from west of Combles to the 1st, 1/47 axp 
Albert-Bapaume Road, amongst which were the 41st* and soth. °7# B** 
But the 11th Division cannot be left out of the narrative of this 
battle, seeing that on the evening of the 14th that Division 
stormed the “‘ Wonderwork,” thereby capturing the remaining 
position required for the attack which was to be launched on the 
following day, t.e., 15th September. 

Three Battalions of the East Yorkshire Regiment—rst, 1/4th, 
and 6th (Pioneers), were engaged in the Battle of Flers-Courcelette. 

After the heavy fighting in the middle of July the 21st Division ist By. 
had been drawn out of the line and had been transferred to Arras 
and the ist East Yorkshires took over front-line trenches in front 
ot Roclincourt on 29th July. Two officers—2/Lieuts. Bultitude 29tx Jury. 
and C. R. Jenner—were wounded during this tour, the latter 
dying of his wounds on 2nd August. Early in September the 
21st Division began to move south again, the Ist Battalion reaching 
Givenchy-le-Noble on 5th. Here several days were spent in 
divisional training. On the 13th the 64th Brigade moved to 
Dernancourt and on 1§th (the day the Battle opened) marched to 1511 Sept. 
Fricourt Camp, near Becordel, arriving at about 8 a.m. 

Since New Year’s Day the 1/4th Battalion had spent the inter- i /yru By. 
vening period in trench warfare. But a close study of the records 
for those eight (nearly nine) months reveals nothing of an out- 
standing character, for the Battalion was not engaged in any 
attack on or by the enemy. Shelling, trench-mortaring, machine- 
gun fire and sniping occurred at all hours of the day and night: 
no part of the line was ever free from one or the other: patrol 
work was assiduous: casualties were sometimes heavy and at 
other times extremely light,f but speaking generally (and com- 
paratively) there are no untoward incidents in the diaries to 
record, and those months spent in the Ypres trenches and at 
Kemmel may be written down as “ quiet.” On the night of 


* The 64th Inf. Bde., 21st Division, was attached to the 41st Division, whilst the 
former Division was in Corps Reserve. 

t+ During this period casualties amongst officers of the 1/4th Battalion were as 
follows :—2nd Lieutenant A. C. Clapham killed 2.1.16; Major S. B. Quibell wounded 
5.1.16, Major Quibell was wounded again on 23.1.16 and died of his wounds on 5.2.16; 
znd Lieutenant Hewatt wounded 5.3.16; Lieutenant Ferraby wounded 15.3.16; 2nd 
Lieutenant C. P. Burton killed 5.4.16; 2nd Licutenant W. F. Carlton killed and and 
Lieutenants Gresham and Sutton wounded, all on 17.6.16; 2nd Lieutenant C. S. 
Johnson wounded 6.7.16; 2nd Lieutenant D. J. Ashby killed 16.7.16; 2nd Lieutenant 
H. S. Webster and G. Vivian wounded, both on 17.7.16; 2nd Lieutenant Duncan 
accidentally wounded 20.8.16. 
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1oth/11th August, however, the 15oth Brigade began to move 
south towards the Somme area, and at nightfall on r1th all units 
of the Brigade reached Doullens; they then marched to the 
Bernaville area, the 1/4th Battalion billeting at Vacquerie.* On 
the night 1r4th/1§th August the soth Division was transferred 
to the 3rd Corps of the Fourth Army and on 15th began to 
move to a new area—the rsoth Brigade to Flesselles. On 16th 
the Brigade marched to Molliens-au-Bois and on 17th to Millen- 
court where all units began training preparatory to going into the 
line. This period of training continued until 8th September 
when, in accordance with orders, the 149th and 150th Brigades 
of the 5oth Division began the relief of the 15th Division in the 
front line, south-east of Martinpuich. The 1/4th East Yorkshires 
left Millencourt at 3.30 p.m. on gth and marched to Shelter Wood 
where, for the time being, they came under orders of the G.O.C., 
44th Brigade (15th Division). At 2 a.m. next morning the Bat- 
talion left the Wood and moved by companies to the north-west 
corner of Mametz Wood, where guides from the front line met 
them and conducted them into the forward trenches. 

It soon, however, became evident to the Territorials that the 
evil reputation of the Somme was not without reason, for the 
constant shell fire was of a terrible nature. From the gth to 
the 13th the Battalion lost 11 other ranks killed and 2 officers (2nd 
Lieutenants E. F. Helmsing and C. M. Young) and 49 other 
ranks wounded. 

Final preparations for the Battle had begun, the Battalion 
carrying stores all night on 13th to the advanced dumps in Swansea 
Trench. At 10 a.m. on 14th the Territorials drew stores and 
equipment from the Brigade Dump and at 10.15 p.m. moved, by 
Companies, to Swansea Trench to take up positions for the attack 
on morning of 15th. Companies were in position by 3 a.m. 

The 11th Division began the relief of the 25th Division in 
the line south of Thiepval on 6th September, and by the 8th was 
settled in the line. -But it will be remembered that the 11th 
Divisional Pioneers—6th East Yorkshires—had already gone into 
the line south of Thiepval, working under 25th Division of the 
2nd Corps. Battalion H.Q. of the 6th being at Usna Redoubt. 
“We had moved up a week before the Division came along,” 
said Lieut.-Colonel M. G. Cowper, the C.O., “and were tem- 
porarily attached to the 25th Division.” On the 4th the Pioneers 
were at work on Brimstone Trench and the general conditions in 
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the line at that period are thus given in Colonel Cowper’s private 
diary: ‘From Ovillers towards Skyline Trench and Poziéres 
is one of the most desolate spots I know: a mass of shell holes, no 
grass land, battered trenches and wire, relics, little white crosses 
everywhere and black and white German shells bursting high up 
or sending huge masses of earth and stones up into the sky. On 
the 6th, for instance, I went from Ovillers along Moy Avenue: 
there were bits of trench left full of debris and English uniforms, 
German uniforms, boxes of bombs, rifles; ammunition. Near the 
top I found a party of Engineers building up a beautiful bit of 
trench with brand new sandbags and thought at the time it showed 
up rather. I went up 7th Street on which I had a party working. 
A few ‘ whizz bangs’ and things came over but they had got well 
down, thence by Ration Trench: this was all blown in except for 
a deeper shell hole here and there, the rest of the way it just 
covered your boots: not sorry to get into 8th Street where another 
party of mine was working. From there I went back by Sulphur 
Avenue. At one time it must have been filled with Germans 
and also our own men : it was the most horrible sight I had yet 
seen and the stench and flies were terrible . . . I went up 
Moy Avenue on another occasion and found the beautiful white 
sand-bagged trench blown to atoms.” 

On the gth the Battalion H.Q. moved to the Chateau at Aveluy. 
The Battalion was now busily engaged on digging a communication 
trench for the attack on the “ Wonderwork.” On the 14th, when 
the rith Division attacked and captured the latter with about a 
thousand yards of German trenches, “‘ A” and ‘ B ””? Companies 
of the Pioneers were detailed to dig two communication trenches 
from Hindenburg Trench (renamed Teacup Trench) to the 
** Wonderwork ”’ as soon as the latter had been carried by the West 
Yorkshires and Green Howards. The other two Companies were 
to remain in reserve with Battalion H.Q. in dug-outs at Crucifix 
Corner. All Companies were in position before Zero. As soon 
as it was known that the “‘ Wonderwork ” had fallen “ B ” Com- 
pany started off, “A” Company being held back at the last 
moment in reserve. In spite of the fact that the trenches were 
terribly congested, troops moving up and down, wounded men 
being carried or helped back, here and there some poor fellow lying 
dead on the bottom of the trench, the gallant Pioneers reached 
their destination and started digging. By daybreak on the 15th the 
two trenches were through and then “fA” Company appeared 
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and set to work to widen and deepen them. Casualties were slight 
in spite of heavy shell fire, znd Lieutenant G. F. Walker being 
wounded, whilst three other ranks were killed and 15 wounded. 

For three days the artillery had methodically plastered the enemy’s 
trenches, communications and back areas with shell of all calibre, 
and the guns continued firing until 6.20 a.m. on the 1§th, when 
their fire became “intense”; the infantry assault was then 
launched. For the first time in the Great War the British Army 
was using Tanks, and although the enemy appears to have gained 
some knowledge of their impending use (despite the utmost 
secrecy) and had duly warned his troops, the appearance of the steel 
monsters caused the utmost surprise and terror amongst the German 
soldiery. These great engines of war crashed on to the hostile 
trenches, tore gaps through the wire entanglements with the 
greatest ease, fell upon machine guns and crushed them and their 
crews into the ground, reared their gigantic forms against cottages 
so that the latter crumbled and fell away, and in general filled the 
wretched troops whose fate it was to oppose them, with abject 
fear and terror, so that they flung away their arms and surrendered. 

On almost the whole of the front attacked the advance met 
with immediate success. On the right the line was advanced to 
within assaulting distance of the strong line of defences running 
before Morval, Les Boeufs and Gueudecourt; the 47th Division 
carried High Wood, which made possible the capture of Martin- 
puich and Courcelette. 

The 1st East Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel H. C. R. Saunders) 
were not, however, actually involved in the fighting on 15th Sep- 
tember, having moved about midday to Pommier Redoubt, 
where the Battalion bivouacked until moving up to take part in 
the attack on Gueudecourt on 16th. 

The 1/4th East Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel W. T. Wilkinson), 
however, were one of the front line attacking Battalions of the 
150th Brigade, which did much to assist the 1§th Division in 
clearing and capturing Martinpuich. 

The 150th Brigade was to attack with chee Battalions in the 
line, 1/4th East Yorkshires on the right, 4th Green Howards in 
the centre, and 5th Green Howards on the left. The right 
Battalion was to seize and hold the Starfish Line facing north, the 
centre Battalion Martin Alley facing west and the left Battalion 
Tangle North, facing north. The §th Durham Light Infantry 
were in reserve. The 149th Brigade was attacking on the right 
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of the 150th, and the 15th Division on the left. The Tanks 


were due to arrive in rear of Swansea Trench (the assembly position 
of the 1/4th East Yorkshires) at 4.20 a.m. and, 33 minutes before 
Zero hour (6.20 a.m.), were to start forward. 

At 6 a.m. the guns opened on the enemy’s trenches subjecting 
them to terrific shell fire. Three minutes later the first tank 
crossed the line of waiting troops, the East Yorkshiremen watching 
the ungainly monster as it nosed its way towards the enemy’s 
trenches. A few minutes later, at 6.15 a.m., red star lights went 
up from the German trenches, but the tanks were. seen to be on 
the hill top over which the East Yorkshiremen were to advance. 
At 6.20 a.m. the signal to advance was given. 

The 1/4th was formed up in four lines of three platoons in 
each line, one from each of three Companies—“ B,” “C ” and 
“D ”—in that order from right to left. ‘A’? Company was 
in support at Swansea Trench, finding carrying parties, the dump 
being a few yards in front of Swansea Trench. At 6.32 a.m. the 
enemy’s barrage fell on the British front line, but the assaulting 
troops had already gone forward and, 10 minutes later, there 
was a verbal report that the enemy’s first line had been taken. 
At 6.44 a.m. this was confirmed by a message which reached 
Battalion H.Q., located just in rear of Swansea Trench, that the 
three Companies had taken the first objective—“ casualties slight, 
enemy retiring.”” Another message reached Colonel Wilkinson at 
7.58 am. that “B” and “D” Companies had reached their 
second objective. An hour later heavy machine-gun fire was 
reported from Martinpuich, then being attacked by the 15th 
Division. Several hours passed before any further news was 
received, then the O.C., 7th N.F. (the Battalion on the right of 
the 1/4th East Yorkshires) rang up Battalion H.Q. to say that he 
was still 150 yards short of his second objective—Bow Trench. 
At 1.30 p.m. the O.C., ““C” Company, 1/4th East Yorkshires, 
sent back a runner stating that he was on the line of the second 
objective but, owing to his right flank being exposed (the 7th 
Northumberland Fusiliers not having reached their second objec- 
tive) he could not advance further until the troops on his right 
had caught up. He also reported that the Starfish Line was full 
of German troops. Just before 5 p.m. the guns put down another 
bombardment on the Starfish Line, including the Crescent. But 
stull the right flank of “ C ”? Company was reported “ in the air.” 
Patrols, however, sent out, which had advanced some 300 yards, 
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came back with reports that nothing could be seen of the enemy. 
Patrols of the 1§th Division were also reported to have advanced 
300 or 400 yards through Martinpuich. About 5.30 p.m. Colonel 
Wilkinson asked Brigade Headquarters for permission to seize the 
Starfish Line, but was ordered to push out patrols to that position. 
At 6.30 p.m. the situation appears to have been as follows: the 
1/4th East Yorkshires were consolidating in Martin Trench, the 
4th and sth Green Howards had reached their third objectives, 
1.¢.. Martin Alley and Tangle North respectively. At 7 p.m. a 
resumption of the attack was ordered for 7.30 p.m. Zero was 
subsequently altered to 8 p.m., then to 8.30 p.m., and finally 
abandoned. 

At 3.30 a.m. on the 16th there is an entry stating that Battalion 
H.Q. moved to Martin Alley, “C,” “D” and ‘ B” Companies 
formed up in trenches east of Martin Alley “ in form of a triangle.” 
It is, however, evident that the Starfish Line was not held on the 
night of 1§th/16th, for at 8.40 a.m. on the 16th the 150th Brigade 
was ordered to take part in a resumption of the Fourth Army 
offensive: the 5th D.L.I., supported by one Company of 4th Green 
Howards and one of 1/4th East Yorkshires, were to assault and 
take the Starfish Line. ‘ D” Company of the latter Battalion 
was detailed, though when the assault was made at 9.30 a.m. “ B” 
Company was also drawn into the attack. This assault apparently 
missed direction, bearing off too much towards Martinpuich 
(all of which had been captured by the 1§th Division on the previous 
evening). At 10.30 a.m., 2nd Lieutenant Boyle reached Battalion 
H.Q. and reported that the two Companies of 1/4th East Yorkshires 
had been exposed to heavy enfilade fire from the right flank and 
had suffered many casualties. The Companies were even then 
lying out in the open between the Starfish Line and Martin Trench. 
Apparently there was a strong German machine-gun post in the 
Crescent which brought heavy enfilade fire on any attack on the 
Starfish Line or on Prue Trench. 

All day long the trenches held by the 150th Brigade were 
shelled unmercifully by the enemy and the troops being somewhat 
congested casualties were numerous. At Io p.m. that night the 
trenches held by the r5oth Brigade were re-allotted and the 
1/4th East Yorkshires were ordered to retire to the Old German 
first line near Bazentin-le-Petit Wood. 

The Territorials had now time to count their losses : 2nd 


Lieutenants S. H. Grainger and W. H. S. Phillips had been killed, 
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Captain K. A. Wilson-Barkworth and 2nd Lieutenants H. Rollett, 
B. V. Hildyard, G. H. Lofthouse, F. E. Furley, G. Lishman, 
W.-W. Harrison, C. S. Johnson, C. M. Young and W. Joy were 
wounded, 30 other ranks had been killed, 195 wounded and 13 
were missing. These casualties left the Battalion with a “ Field 
State ” of 14 officers and 373 other ranks which, with the reinforce- 
ments left behind at the Transport Lines, could only be brought 
up to 18 officers and 457 other ranks. ‘The 19th September was 
spent at the Old German First Line, but on the 2oth the Battalion 
moved up to Quadrangle Trench where the 21st was spent. On 
the 22nd, at 4.15 a.m., the 1/4th were ordered to move from 
Quadrangle Trench to Old German First Line and there await 
orders, as the enemy was reported to have evacuated his trenches 
opposite the soth Division and to have retired on Eaucourt 
PAbbaye. ‘This move was completed by 7 a.m., but there are no 
records of any further moves on the 22nd. 

In the meantime the Ist Battalion had also been engaged 
with the enemy. At midnight, the 15th, Colonel Saunders was 
summoned to a conference at 64th Brigade H.Q., and orders were 
issued that the Brigade would be attached to the 41st Division and 
would attack the village of Gueudecourt at 9.2§ a.m. on the 16th. 
The 9th K.O.Y.L.I. and 15th D.L.I. were to be the attacking 
troops, with the 1st East Yorkshires in support and 1oth K.O.Y.L.I. 
in reserve. The 14th Division was on the right of the 41st and 
the New Zealanders on the left. 

This attack was a failure, and although the gallant troops made 
every effort to reach their objectives, everything was against them 
and they had not a fair chance. From Pommiers to Flers Trench 
the distance was § miles, and through rain and over slippery ground 
the troops had to move forward in darkness. No time was given 
for reconnaissance, which was, indeed, impossible. No one had 
previously seen the position to be attacked or even the trench line 
which formed the “ jumping-off” position. Brigadiers and 
C.Os. alike were ignorant of what was ahead of them and wrong 
information was given them as to the position of the 41st Division’s 
front line. The Brigadier in his report, thus summed up the 
causes of failure: ‘‘ The Brigade was called on to make an advance 
of over 2,000 yards over open country which had never been seen 
before, fully exposed to view and with at least 25 minutes of the 
advance being unassisted by barrage fire. It was met by gun fire 
and machine-gun fire.” At 6.45 a.m. on 18th the Ist East 
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usr Bx. -Yorkshires arrived back at Pommier Redoubt, having had a very 
difficult and terrible time. At 2 p.m. they marched back to 
Fricourt Camp where the 19th, 20th and 21st were spent. On 
22np Sept. the 22nd the Ist Battalion again went up to Pommier Redoubt, 
arriving at I1.50 a.m. Having eaten dinners, a further move 
forward was made to a position just south of Longueval, the 
Battalion reaching its destination at 6.45 p.m., being disposed for 
the night in shell holes and disused trenches. 
Between the 16th and 18th the losses of the rst East Yorkshires 
were : Captains E. S. Rearie and J. Brindley and 2nd Lieutenants 
Benson, Jalland, Goldsmid and Krog wounded. In other ranks 
the losses were: 18 killed, 117 wounded and 40 missing. 
During the Battle of Flers-Courcelette the 6th Battalion 
(Pioneers) were almost continuously at work on communication 
trenches behind the 11th Divisional front line, clearing old German 
dug-outs, making fresh dug-outs for the divisional troops or in 
digging new trenches. On the 2ist, Lieutenant E. Bowly was 
wounded. 


THE BATTLE OF MORVAL. 


25th-28th September. Gueudecourt. 


After a bombardment which began early on the morning of 
24th September, a general attack by the Allies at 12.35 p.m. on 
25TH Sept. 25th was launched on the whole front between the Somme and 
Martinpuich. The objectives on the British front included the 
village of Morval, Les Boeufs and Gueudecourt, and belt of country 
about 1,000 yards deep curving round the north of Flers to a 
point midway between that village and Martinpuich. The 
attack on Gueudecourt was carried out by the 21st Division: 
the soth Division also took part in the battle, being on the left 
st anv 1/47H Of the line. Thus the 1st and 1/4th Battalions of the East York- 
pas: shire Regiment were again involved with the enemy and again 
upheld the honour of the Regiment, the Ist Battalion especially 

doing splendid work, though losing heavily in officers and men. 
ist Bn. The rst East Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel H. C. R. Saunders) 
remained in their shell holes and trenches just south of Longueval 
23rp Sept. throughout the daylight hours of 23rd September, but when 
darkness had fallen practically the whole Battalion was sent up to 
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the front line to dig assembly trenches near Gueudecourt for the 
impending operations. At dawn on 24th the Battalion returned 
without having suffered a single casualty. The remainder of the 
day was spent in preparation for the attack on 25th, and at II 
p-m. that night Companies marched off to take up their positions 
in trenches just north-east of Flers. After a trying march, half 
of it through communication trenches, the East Yorkshiremen 
reached their allotted position east of Flers, from which they were 
to attack the enemy. The Ist Battalion had the roth K.O.Y.L.I. 
on its right. 

Of the 21st Division the 64th Brigade was attacking on the 
right and the 110th Brigade on the left, the 62nd Brigade was in 
Divisional Reserve. The Guards Division was on the right of the 
21st and the §5th Division on the left. Apparently, from the 
co-ordinates given of the various objectives (three in number) the 
64th Brigade was not to attack Gueudecourt directly but to pass 
to the right of it, the third objective being the road which ran 
south-east from the village. The first objective of the Brigade 
was Gird Trench and Gird Support, though the reports stated 
that Gird Support “ practically does not now exist”; the second 
objective was a line running south-eastwards from the south-east 
corner of Gueudecourt. The first objective was to be captured 
by the roth K.O.Y.L.I. and rst East Yorkshires ; the second by 
the 1st Lincoln Regiment. On the capture of the second objec- 
tive the K.O.Y.L.I. and East Yorkshires, having reorganised, were 
to pass through the Lincolns and capture the third objective, a 
road running from the north-east corner of Gueudecourt to a 
series of sunken roads on the east, where touch was to be obtained 
with the Guards. 

The village was to be captured by the rroth Brigade. 

Each Battalion was to attack in two waves and, on reaching 
their assembly positions, the East Yorkshires were disposed as 
follows: “C’’ Company (Captain Brindley) and the Battalion 
Bombers in front-line trench, “ A”? Company (Captain Gosset) 
in a trench about §0 yards in rear, then “‘ B ” Company (Captain 
Hinings) and “ D”’ Company (Lieutenant Toshack) in a support 
trench about roo yards farther back. The Battalion was to 
attack with “A” on the right and “C” on the left, in line of 
Companies extended to one pace: ‘‘ B” was to support “A” 
on the right and “D” on the left respectively. The distance 
between waves was to be 100 yards. 
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The Battalion was ready formed up by 3.20 a.m. At 9 a.m. 
the bombardment began and hourly increased in intensity 
until between 12 noon and 12.30 p.m. it became a “ hurricane 
bombardment.” 

At 12.35 p.m. the Battalion left its trenches, the attack 
along the whole line beginning at that hour. Immediately the 
East Yorkshires came under very heavy artillery, rifle and machine- 
gun fire, but with great steadiness continued their advance up to 
the first objective—Gird Trench—where the barbed wire entangle- 
ments, which protected the German trenches, had been practically 
untouched by the British shell fire; indeed, the 64th Brigade, as 
a whole, had run into a perfect maze of uncut wire in which 
dozens of men stuck fast, many being impaled, at the mercy of 
the storm of machine-gun and rifle bullets which swept the whole 
line of advance. German officers could be seen jumping on to 
the parados of the trenches and running up and down directing 
the fire of the machine gunners. All the luckless attackers could 
do was to lie down in the open under the barbed wire and creep 
as close as possible to Mother Earth, seeking shelter behind tufts 
of grass or in shell craters. If anyone dared to raise his head it 
was death. Throughout the long hours until nightfall the Bat- 
talion (or rather the survivors of it) lay there out in the open: 
no wounded could be brought in or runners sent to get touch 
with other troops. The 1st Lincolns and gth K.O.Y.L.I, 
advancing in support of the assaulting line, failed to reach it, 
being similarly held up by the enemy’s barrage and machine-gun 
fire, and these two Battalions fell back to the original front-line 
and assembly trenches. When darkness had fallen the rst East 
Yorkshires were withdrawn to the sunken road and from there 
marched back about 1,000 yards to an old trench (Switch Trench) 
where they rested and reorganised. Roll call revealed the appalling 
losses suffered throughout the day, only § officers and 118 other 
ranks being present. 

Early on the 26th two tanks appeared and “‘ went over ” towards 
the German trenches which had held up the attack. These great 
engines first crushed down the hostile wire entanglements and then, 
rolling along the German parapets, shot down dozens of the enemy, 
took many prisoners and put the remainder to flight. After the 
passage of the tanks the German trenches were piled high with enemy 
dead and those of his troops who had escaped were bolting back 
helter-skelter in the direction of Gueudecourt and Le Transloy. 
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At 11.5 a.m. the 1st East Yorkshires received orders to move 
forward to their original front-line trench, which was reached 
about 12 noon without incident. The situation then was that the 
first and second objectives had been taken from the flanks by tanks 
and bombers and a direct assault by the 1§th D.L.I. The cause 
of failure on the previous day then became apparent : the ground 
over which the first attack was made on the 25th was dead 
ground, and that part of Gird Trench which ran through it, also 
the wire defences in front, were sheltered from the observers in 
the British gunners’ observation posts. The enemy’s defences 
on the immediate right and left of the East Yorkshires had been 
completely shattered by the bombardment, but in front of the 
Battalion (owing to the above reasons) they were intact, and when 
the bombardment had passed over the first of the German lines 
the enemy came up from his deep dug-outs and met the attack 
with a murderous fire. 

Arrived in Gird Trench, Captain Brindley appears to have 
gone on with the 1§th D.L.I., for there is a message from him 
amongst the 64th Brigade documents, timed 12.32 p.m., stating 
that he had reached the second objective, with about 100 men, and 
was pushing on. Later, at 1.30 p.m., there is another message from 
him stating that he had reached the third objective. This gallant 
officer, with a number of Durham Light Infantry and tanks, 
apparently followed the retreating enemy far into hostile territory, 
eventually bringing back 70 prisoners. Captain Brindley was 
severely wounded in the shoulder and his magnificent exploit 
necessitated many months in hospital before he was able to rejoin. 
He was awarded the D.S.O. 

At about 4 p.m., as the third objective was reported captured, 
the East Yorkshiremen were ordered to garrison Gird Trench, 
and the work of consolidating the latter was begun. At 2.40 a.m. 
on the 27th the Battalion was relieved (the 62nd Brigade having 
taken over from the 64th) and marched back to bivouacs near 
Longueval. 

In this battle the Battalion lost Captains R. F. Gosset and 
F. W. C. Hinings, and 2nd Lieutenants N. O. Collen, R. Cleminson, 
F. Chalmers and A. White-Bowman killed, and Captain Brindley 
and 2nd Lieutenants Vickers, Wright, Rippingille, Eycott, Box 
and Prevett wounded : in other ranks the losses were: 40 killed, 
148 wounded and §9 missing. ‘Total, 13 officers and 247 other 
ranks, 
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So far as the Ist Battalion was concerned the Battle of Morval 
was over. 

More in the nature of small seizures of ground than direct 
attacks on the enemy’s defences were the operations in front of 
Eaucourt Abbaye, in which the 1/4th East Yorkshires were 
engaged. The Battalion, at nightfall on the 23rd, had been 
moved up to the front line, t.¢., Prue Trench and the Starfish Line. 
“*C ” Company furnished garrisons for two outpost posts north- 
west of Prue Copse and from 350 to 500 yards from the front-line 
trench. On the 24th an officers’ advanced post was formed by 
“D ” Company at the cross roads just north-east of the Copse, 
and working parties from the 4th Green Howards connected the 
two posts held by “C” Company. Life in these posts was not 
comfortable for, during the day, in addition to the usual hostile 
shelling and sniping, “‘ short shooting by the Divisional Artillery 
caused a great deal of anxiety.”” Orders were received late that 
night regarding the operations to take place on the 25th September, 
but it is obvious from the words “ operations on our right ” that 


‘the 1/4th East Yorkshires were not to make a direct attack on the 


enemy on the first day of the Battle. Indeed, this is clear from 
further entries in the Battalion Diary. Onthe 25th, patrols were 
pushed out and posts established from §00 to 1,000 yards north of 
Prue Trench. At one period (at 11 p.m. on the 26th) the 4th and 
sth Green Howards made an attack, which practically failed, on 
the German trench running south-west from Eaucourt l’Abbaye, 
* D ” Company of the East Yorkshires being ordered to maintain 
touch between the 4th Green Howards and the 1st Division on 
the right. On the 27th the East Yorkshiremen were warned to be 
ready to attack, but these orders were subsequently cancelled and 
during the morning of the 28th all Companies were moved back 
again to the Old German front line. From the 25th to 28th, 
inclusive, the casualties of the Battalion were 4 other ranks killed 
and 26 wounded. 

Bare and uninteresting as are the records of the part played 
by the Territorial Battalion of the East Yorkshire Regiment in 
the Battle of Morval, they, nevertheless, show that the 1/4th 
carried out the tasks allotted to it and assisted in the successes 
gained by the Fourth Army, which enabled the attack on Thiepval 


to be launched, even while the Battle of Morval was in progress. 
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THE BATTLE OF THIEPVAL RIDGE: 
26th-28th September. 


It was during the Battle of Thiepval, “ Bloody Thiepval,” 
as it was so often called in those days, that the stirring events 
which form this story of the gallantry of East Yorkshiremen took 
place. 

While yet the Battle of Morval was in progress and Combles, 
Les Boeufs and Gueudecourt were being wrested from the enemy, 
it was evident from the successes gained by the Fourth Army that 
the moment had arrived for a final attack on Thiepval, with the 
object not only of securing the German defences there (which had 
so long defied capture), but in order to bring the left flank of the 
British front into line with the right and establish it on the 
main ridge above the village, the possession of which would be 
of considerable tactical value in future operations. 

For two years the Germans had held Thiepval. From the 
beginning it was garrisoned by Wurtembergers, who had been 
given permanent charge of the village and the defences around it. 
They were survivors of original first-line troops of the German 
Army: they were fine men, splendid fighters with proved records, 
and they were pledged to hold Thiepval to the death. 

The attack on the whole ridge running from the north-west 
of Courcelette to the Schwaben Redoubt was to be carried out by 
the Canadian Corps on the right and the IInd Corps (11th and 
18th Divisions) on the left. On the front of the 11th Division, 
Mouquet Farm, Zollern Redoubt and Hessian Trench with the 
Stuff Redoubt, were the objectives allotted to the two attacking 
Brigades (34th right and 33rd left). The 18th Division was to 
capture Thiepval itself and the Schwaben Redoubt, north of the 
village, and join up on the right with the 11th Division. 

Into all the details of the infantry attack it is impossible to go, 
but the orders issued by 11th Divisional H.Q. to the 6th East 
Yorkshires were as follows: “The O.C., 6th East Yorkshires, 
Pioneers, will detail one Company to clear a line of communica. 
tion trench forward, approximately R.28.C.O.1, through Zollern 
Redoubt to R.21.C.9.7.. Also one Company to clear a communica- 
tion trench from approximately R.33.a. 7-7: —-R.27.C.5. 4. and up 
Midway Line--R.20.d.1.0."* The remaining Comp ‘he 


* The co-ordinates will be seen on the map. 
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Battalion (two) were to be in reserve in Aveluy, but prepared, on 
receipt of orders from the C.R.E., to make roads available for 
wheeled traffic. The communication trenches which the East 
Yorkshiremen were to clear lay one each side (east and west) of 
Mouquet Farm. The Company detailed to work east of the 
Farm was “C.” “DPD” Company was to clear the trench west 
of the Farm. The Company Commanders were to decide for 
themselves when the enemy’s barrage had ceased sufficiently to 
allow their men to carry out the work. The ground had pre- 
viously been reconnoitred. Where the two Companies formed 
up it is impossible to say with accuracy, but before they began 
their advance to the German line they were probably in Skyline 
Trench. 

Amongst the orders issued by Divisional H.Q. to the attacking 
infantry was one which stated that the northern exits of Mouquct 
Farm were to be blocked “ provided that place is not in our 
hands on the day of the attack.” 

‘“‘ Zero” hour was 12.25 p.m. on 26th September. 

With the General Staff Diary of the r1th Division there 1s 
no official narrative of the operations, but after a terrific bombard- 
ment the attacking troops, wave after wave, stormed the enemy’s 
trenches at “ Zero” hour and, carrying the outer defences of 
Mouquet Farm, swept on and entered the Zollern Redoubt. 
At 2.24 p.m., however, reports reached Divisional H.Q. stating 
that, although the second objective had been reached, Mouquet 
Farm still held out. It is possible that about this time the two 
Companies of 6th East Yorkshires, the Pioneers, who had been 
waiting behind the attacking troops to go “ over” as soon as the 
situation permitted, moved forward to carry out their tasks. 

““C ” Company advanced from Skyline and reached Constance, 
joining up there with a bombing post and, on receiving a report 
that the Zollern Redoubt had at last fallen, moved across to 
“or” and began their task of clearing a communication trench 
from east of Mouquet Farm, through the Redoubt to Hessian 
Trench. The enemy, however, was still very much alert and on 
the defensive, and his snipers were busy in the Farm, two officers 
of “ C,” Lieutenants J. F. L. Sieber* and Bowley, with a number 
of other ranks, being shot down. 

“*D ” Company had much the same experience and one platoon 
—No. 16—was unable to begin work owing to machine-gun fire 

® Died of wounds 4th October, 1916. 
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from the Farm. It was then that the Pioneers again showed of 
what splendid stuff they were made. Calling on his men to put 
down their tools and pick up their rifles, Lieutenant T. B. Coultas, 
commanding the platoon, lined them up and prepared to attack 
the Farm. The word to attack was given and the platoon “ went 
over,” but almost immediately their gallant young commander 
fell dead. The Platoon Sergeant—Sergeant Ward—however, 
took command and led his men on. The brave fellows, though 
gradually being thinned out by machine-gun and rifle fire, 
eventually reached a position commanding the entrance to the 
dug-outs, by which time the Germans had scuttled down below, 
seeking fresh shelter below ground. Ward then got into touch 
with an officer who commanded a derelict tank, stranded near 
the Farm. Next, having secured some smoke bombs from a 
wounded man, he advanced and flung them down the entrances 
to the dug-outs. A crowd of Germans, 2 officers and 35 other 
ranks, then made a bolt from the dug-outs, but were rounded up 
by the waiting Pioneers and captured. The time was about 6.30 
p-m., so that the Platoon must have been attacking the Farm for 
about 3 or 4 hours. And when the Germans holding it were 
captured, of the Platoon numbering 33 officers, N.C.Os. and men, 
only 13 remained. A well-merited Military Medal was awarded 
Sergeant Ward for his gallant conduct in this brilliant little affair, 
an affair, be it remembered, which sprung entirely from the 
initiative of the Platoon Commander. 

Of the remaining Companies of the Battalion, “B” was 
employed all day on road making from Poziéres northwards to 
Mouguet road, whilst “ A ” was similarly engaged on a road from 
Bonnets Post to Schwaben Trench. 

The casualties of the Battalion on the 26th September were 
1 officer killed, 2 officers wounded : in other ranks the losses were 
24 killed and §2 wounded. The 27th and 28th were spent in 
work on the captured positions, the Pioneers losing only one other 
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THE BATTLE OF LE TRANSLOY RIDGE. 
Ist-18th October, 1916. 


The operations in which the soth Division were engaged in 
October covered chiefly the capture of Eaucourt l’Abbaye and 
the enemy defences east and west of it. The 150th Brigade was, 
however, in reserve, and the 1/4th East Yorkshires were therefore 
not actually engaged with the enemy. 

At Io a.m. on Ist October the Battalion, which, on the 28th 
September was located in the Old German line south-west of 
Eaucourt Abbaye, moved up again to the forward area. The 
Battalion was in position by 12.35 p.m., and at this period had a 
strength of 18 officers and 477 other ranks. 

“Zero” hour for the attack was 3.15 p.m., at which hour a 
very accurate barrage fell on the German lines, and the 1I§1st 
Brigade assaulted the enemy’s position.. No move appears to 
have been made by the East Yorkshires until about 6 p.m. when 
the German guns being engaged in bombarding the whole of the 
British trenches, “‘ D ’? Company, which had suffered casualties, 
was obliged to move to the bottom end of Jutland Alley. This 
was apparently the only incident of note throughout the day, a 
very successful one for the divisions engaged, seeing that the enemy’s 
lines on a 3,000 yard front were captured. On the 2nd October 
the Battalion moved back to Mametz Wood, thence on the 3rd to 
Albert, and on the 4th to Baizieux, where training was carried out 
until the 23rd. On the latter date the 1/4th moved by bus to 
Contalmaison and, moving up to the line, was attached to the 
gth Division for work. Here, for the time being, it is necessary 
to leave the Battalion. 


BATTLE OF THE ANCRE HEIGHTS. 


Ist October—11th November, 1916. 


Throughout the period of this Battle the 6th East Yorkshires 
(Pioneers) were either working in the area behind the front line 
or had moved back to a rest camp. Under the former conditions 
they were always more or less under shell fire and therefore can 
rightly claim the Battle as one of their honours. After the 
splendid capture of Mouquet Farm the Battalion was, on the 30th 
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September, ordered back for a rest. But at 8 a.m. on the Ist 
October Colonel Cowper received orders to send 200 men up to 
Zollern and Stuff Redoubts, where large numbers of wounded were 
reported to be lying about in the open. After a wretched march 
up in a drizzling rain, only 16 wounded were found and brought 
back. Thereafter the Battalion was successively at Aveluy, 
Bernaville, St. Quen, Val de Maison, Martinsart and Dog’s Leg 
Corner : in the latter, a camp about a mile from Aveluy, the 
Pioneers were located from 16th October to the 16th November, 
the date on which a move was made to Forceville. 


THE BATTLE OF THE ANCRE, 1916. 
13th-18th November. 


Long-continued bad weather had greatly impeded the opera- 
tions on the Somme during October and the early days of 
November, 1916, but on the gth of the latter month there was a 
turn for the better, and dry, cold weather set in with frosty nights 
and misty mornings. Sir Douglas Haig was therefore able to push 
on with his final preparations for the attack on the Ancre, though, 
owing to the ground being still very wet in places, the scope of 
the operations was limited to an area which the troops could 
reasonably be expected to consolidate and hold under the existing 
conditions. 

The enemy’s defences north of the Ancre River were extremely 
formidable, and he had spent the four months (from July to 
November) in improving and adding to them, and had likewise 
multiplied the number of guns covering this part of his line. 
Apparently the hamlet of St. Pierre-Divion and the villages of 
Beaucourt-sur-Ancre and Beaumont Hamel, like other villages 
forming part of the enemy’s original front line in this area, were 
intended by him to form a permanent line of fortifications while 
he developed his offensive elsewhere. He had also put another 
division into the line between Grandcourt and Hebuterne. 

The Divisions in line were: the 19th and 39th, whose attack 
was directed northwards against the northern slopes of the 
Thiepval ridge and St. Pierre-Divion; the 63rd, who were to 
attack eastwards towards Beaucourt-sur-Ancre; and then, in 
the order given (from south to north), the 51st, 2nd, 3rd and 31st 
Divisions. With the two latter this narrative is chiefly concerned, 
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for both contained battalions of the East Yorkshire Regiment, 
1.¢., the 8th Battalion of the 8th Brigade, 3rd Division, and the 
roth, 11th, 12th and 13th Battalions of the 93rd Brigade, 31st 
Division. 

On 31st July the 8th East Yorkshires were at Meaulte, but when 
the 3rd Division again went into the area Maurepas-Falfemont-— 
Guillemont, the 8th Brigade was in reserve in the neighbourhood 
ot Talus Boise. During an attack which the gth and 76th Brigades 
of the 3rd Division made on 17th August on Guillemont, the 8th 
East Yorkshires were lent to the gth Brigade and at 2.45 p.m. on 
the 18th attacked the enemy from trenches south-east of the village. 
Though the Battalion Bombers and a party of “ B”’ Company 
obtained a footing in the German trenches and held on for over 
an hour, they had to retire again as the battalions on both flanks 
had failed to reach their objectives. On the 2oth the Battalion 
was back again in Carnoy, having suffered the loss of six officers 
wounded, and in other ranks 34 killed, 31 wounded and 46 missing. 
Towards the end of August the 3rd Division moved north to the 
Loos area, the 8th East Yorkshires taking over trenches in the 
Hulluch sector on 31st. On the 21st September the Battalion 
(in Brigade and Division) began to move to a training area and 
reached Delettes on 23rd. Here, until the 5th October, attack 
practices alternated with Company and Battalion training. On 
the 5th October the Battalion marched to Verchin: the 3rd 
Division had begun to move once more down to the Somme. 
Mailly Maillet was reached on 8th, and on 11th the Battalion 
went into billets in Bus-les-Artois. On the 27th “A,” “B” 
and “‘ C ” Companies went into the trenches west of Serre, “ B ” 
being attached to the Gordon Highlanders and “A” and “C” 
to the Northumberland Fusiliers of 76th Brigade. Two officers 
were killed during this tour—Captain C. P. Taylor and Lieutenant 
J.C. Hartest. The 29th saw the Battalion in billets in Courcelles, 
the 8th Infantry Brigade having relieved the 76th Brigade in the 
front-line trenches. The 9th Infantry Brigade relieved the 8th 
on 4th November and the latter marched back to the Louvencourt 
area to make final preparations and train for the battle which 
was to open on 13th. 

The 3rd Division was to attack with two Brigades in line, 
8th on the right and 76th on the left, the 8th Brigade on a front 
from Board Street to Southern Avenue (both inclusive) and the 
76th from Southern Avenue to just south of John Copse. The 
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2nd Royal Scots were to be on the right, the 1st Royal Scots 
Fusiliers on the left: the 8th East Yorkshires were to support the 
Royal Scots and the 7th K.S.L.I. the R.S. Fusiliers. 

On the night of 12th/13th the East Yorkshires, moving up from 
Courcelles, formed up in four waves between Flag Avenue and 
Southern Avenue in rear of the Royal Scots. In this position 
the 8th Battalion awaited “‘ Zero ”’ hour. 

After the heavy fighting west of Serre on Ist July, the 31st 
Division, containing the roth, 11th, 12th and 13th Battalions 
East Yorkshire Regiment, moved north on the gth to the 
Robecq area, but there were no unusual incidents to the end 
of July.* August was a quiet month: “ Line quiet, nothing to 
report,” records the Brigade Diary, and the diaries of all four 
Battalions (with the exception of certain items of particular interest 
to East Yorkshiremen) are similarly bare of incident. On the 28th 
August, Lieut.-Colonel W. B. Pearson, who commanded the Ioth 
East Yorkshires, assumed command of the 2nd Lancs. Fusiliers, 
and was succeeded by Lieut.-Colonel C. C. Stapledon. The rith 
Battalion also had a new C.O. in August, Lieut.-Colonel J. B. O. 
Trimble assuming command on the 17th, the C.O., Major H. R. 
Pease, returning to England pending a new appointment. The 
12th East Yorkshires raided the enemy on the 14th August, but 
found the German trenches deserted. On the following night 
while on patrol 2nd Lieutenant H. H. Beckh was killed. The 
Diary of the 13th Battalion contains no item of particular 
interest. 

The roth East Yorkshires carried out a minor enterprise on 
the night of 18th-19th September, all four Companies furnishing 
parties. Nine Germans were captured, who furnished most 
valuable identifications. The East Yorkshiremen got back with only 
two officers and two other ranks slightly wounded and one other 
rank missing. On the 7th September “‘ C ” Company of the 13th 
East Yorkshires had also raided the enemy’s trenches and captured 
one mortally wounded German who similarly furnished an im- 
portant identification. 

During the night of 3rd October 8 minor raids were carried 
out by the East Yorkshiremen of the 92nd Brigade, but, owing to 


® Officer casualties were : 11th Battalion East Yorks—2znd Lieutenant A. Wig- 
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died of wounds 24.7.16. 
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the failure of the Bangalore torpedoes which would not explode, 
nothing was accomplished. The rith and 12th Battalions fur- 
nished the raiding parties. 

On the 8th October, the 31st Division, having been transferred 
to the XIIIth Corps, the gznd Brigade entrained at Merville for 
Candas. On reaching the latter village all units of the Brigade 
marched to Vauchelles. The Division was, however, destined 
for its old section of the line north of the Ancre, and on the 11th 
advanced parties of all four Battalions of the East Yorkshires 
reconnoitred the trenches in the Hebuterne Sector. On the 16th 
the g2nd Brigade moved up to the forward area and took over the 
front line from the 56th and 58th Brigades of the 19th Division. 
The roth and r1th East Yorkshires were in bivouacs near Sailly au 
Bois ; the 12th East Yorkshires went into the front line (east of 
Hebuterne, from the sunken road (The Poplars), thence southwards 
to where the Hebuterne-Serre road cut the trenches), having with 
them “ D” Company of the 13th Battalion, the three remaining 
Companies of the latter being also bivouacked behind the line. 

Three months had passed since the East Yorkshires were last 
in the Hebuterne sector. In July, despite the ever-present 
danger of sudden death or mutilation, the trenches were bearable 
and reasonably dry, but now, subjected to the heavy rain of autumn 
and approaching winter, they were in places deep in mud. 
The inclement weather which had so often interrupted operations 
farther south had already begun to play havoc with the trenches 
about Hebuterne. 

On 17th October the g2nd Brigade extended its right flank 
and the 13th East Yorkshires took over the line from John Copse 
northwards, to the right flank of the 12th Battalion, so that the 
Brigade sub-sector ran approximately from John Copse to the 
sunken road east of Hebuterne. On the 21st the g2nd Brigade 
was relieved and moved back to the St. Leger area for training. The 
Battalions, though out of the front line, were, however, called upon 
to carry out raids on the enemy trenches and, on the night of the 
3oth, 2nd Lieutenant L. D. Pierson, who was out on patrol 
preliminary to a raid to be carried out on the night 31st October/ 
1st November, was killed. 

Continual training in the attack occupied the g2nd Brigade 
for the first nine days of November, and then, on the roth, the 
Brigade relieved the 93rd Brigade from south of John Copse 
(K.23.d.2.1) to Jean Bart (K.23.b.1.3), the rith East Yorkshires 
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taking over the front-line trenches, the roth Battalion moving !oT#, — 1118, 


to Bayencourt, the 12th to Rossignol Farm and the 13th to 
Coigneux. 

Orders had come to hand for the attack to be launched on 
13th November. The 31st Division was to attack on the left 
of the 3rd Division: the gznd Infantry Brigade was to seize the 
Blue Line from Point 60 to 93, thence south to Point 15, east to 
Point 85, south-west to Point 19 (exclusive). The 13th East 
Yorkshires were to carry out the attack on the right, the r2th 
Battalion on the left, the 11th Battalion was to be in close support, 
and the roth to “ find all carrying parties, etc.” Each Battalion 
was to attack in four waves. The 13th Battalion had three lines 
of German trenches to capture, the 12th Battalion two. 

On the night of the 12th the troops moved into their assembly 
positions, the 13th East Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel A. K. 
Savory) on the right, and the r2th (Lieut.-Colonel C. G. Wellesley) 
on the left. The formation of the 13th, 1.¢., the position of 
Companies is uncertain, but the 12th Battalion apparently formed 
up with “C” on the right, “D” on the left, “A” behind 
“C,” and “B” behind “D.” The 11th Battalion (Major J. 
Shaw, commanding) was in support in Caber Trench, and the roth 
Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel C. C. Stapledon) in reserve in Vercinge- 
torix. The forming-up operations were carried out without 
incident, and at 1.4 a.m. gznd Brigade H.Q. reported all units 
ready. On the left of the gznd Brigade the 93rd was_ holding 
the line from Jean Bart to the Poplars, but had no orders to attack. 

The special preliminary bombardment of the enemy’s positions 
along the whole front to be attacked had begun at 5 a.m. on 11th 
November and continued, with bursts of great intensity, until 
§-45 am. on the 13th (“ Zero” hour for the attack), when it 
developed into a very effective barrage covering the assaulting 
infantry. ‘The enemy’s trenches during the preliminary bombard- 
ment were, in places, battered and pounded almost out of exist- 
ence, and the ground was in an appalling condition. The rain 
had turned No Man’s Land into a veritable quagmire, which not 
even the dry, cold weather could make passable. Progress was 
therefore bound to be slow. Dense fog covered the battlefield 
when, at 5.45 a.m., the barrage fell and the assaulting infantry 
advanced across No Man’s Land. South of the Ancre the British 
troops, rapidly and at slight cost, gained their objectives almost 
immediately. St. Pierre-Divion soon fell and a large number of 
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prisoners were taken. Beaumont Hamel, north of the Ancre, 
was taken by the §1st Division, and the 2nd Division, on the left 
of the SIst, occupied the enemy’s front-line trenches for half a 
mile beyond the village. But still further north, opposite Serre, 
the attacking troops were early in difficulties, though the enemy’s 
trenches had been entered in many places. The village of Serre 
was another Thiepval, the enemy being well prepared for, and 
expecting, the attack. 

The narrative turns first to the 8th East Yorkshires (Lieut.- 
Colonel B. I. Way), of the 8th Infantry Brigade, 3rd Division, 
awaiting “Zero” hour between Flag Avenue and Southern 
Avenue, in rear of the 2nd Royal Scots, whom they were to support. 

At 5.45 a.m. the Royal Scots advanced with flanking units, 
but it was early seen that the barrage, which moved at the rate of 
100 yards in five minutes, was much too rapid. In the deep, 
sticky mud which covered No Man’s Land it was impossible 
to move forward at a pace greater than a slow march, and soon 
the barrage was beyond the troops and the enemy’s front-line 
trenches. The Germans were therefore enabled to meet the 
attacking infantry with deadly machine-gun and rifle fire. More- 
over, the hostile wire had not been properly cut, and there were 
gaps only at intervals along the front. In spite of the heavy going, 
the uncut wire, and the galling fire to which they were sub- 
jected, the one-and-a-half Companies of the Royal Scots got 
through the enemy’s front line and reached his support line, but 
these gallant fellows were not heard of again. 

_ The enemy’s barrage fell quickly and accurately and the rear 
Company of the 8th East Yorkshires suffered several casualties 
in the first five minutes. The first two waves of the Battalion 
became merged with the 2nd Royal Scots very soon after the 
advance began. A portion of these Companies penetrated the 
German second line, but were then hung up by rifle and heavy 
machine-gun fire. The third and fourth waves reached the 
German front line, but here they found great disorganisation. 
In the thick fog which prevailed, troops of flanking units had lost 
direction and had crossed the front allotted to other battalions. 
The German trenches were scarcely recognisable, and so battered 
and broken was the ground and so deep the mud, that all sense 
of direction appears to have been lost. Floundering about, knec- 
deep in places, under very heavy machine-gun and artillery fire 
from Serre, and from hostile strong points, it was absolutely 
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impossible to carry on with the attack. Isolated parties, indeed, 
engaged the enemy and a series of small fights went on, the gallant 
fellows doing all that was possible to hold on to the ground gained. 
But these parties were either gradually wiped out, surrounded 
and forced to surrender, or finally retired to their original jumping- 
off trenches. 

The Battalion Diary of the 8th East Yorkshires states that when 
the third and fourth waves reached the German front line large 
numbers of men of other units, all intermingled, were met retiring. 
Efforts made by officers to check the retirement were fruitless— 
it was too general to be stopped. Asa result the East Yorkshires 
were swept back amongst the crowd and, reaching the British front 
line, began to reorganise and take up defensive positions. By 
10 a.m. the Battalion was practically re-formed in the assembly 
trenches, where the remainder of the day was spent in reorganisa- 
tion. 

From a study of reports on the operations of 13th November 
by the G.Os.C., 3rd Division and 8th Infantry Brigade, it is 
obvious that the cause of failure to make good the footing obtained 
in the trenches was due to the preparedness of the enemy (the 
factor of surprise was entirely absent) and the state of the ground, 
which, with the fog, rendered cohesion and direction in the 
attack impossible. In places men had to pull each other out of the 
mud before going on. Of the gallantry of the troops and the 
many brave attempts to get on there is no doubt, but under 
such conditions as prevailed progress was impossible and failure 
inevitable. 

On the left of the 3rd Division the 92nd Brigade of the 31st 
Division attacked under similar conditions. 

Immediately the barrage fell on the German trenches the 
leading waves of East Yorkshiremen (13th Battalion on the right 
and 12th Battalion on the left) advanced as close up to it as possible 
and entered the hostile trenches when the guns lifted. The wire 
in front of these two Battalions presented few difficulties, having 
been well cut. The bombardment had so effectively wrecked the 
hostile trenches that many men of the first wave passed over the 
German front line, having failed to distinguish it. The first wave 
of the 13th Battalion, under the command of Captain Laverack, 
experienced little difficulty in taking the German front line, though 
there was a certain amount of bomb throwing, machine-gun 
and rifle fire. Numbers of Germans surrendered and others were 
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discovered in dug-outs, where they were captured, or killed if they 
refused to come out. The second and third waves of the 13th 
Battalion went through the first wave without difficulty, but the 
Battalion (2nd Suffolk Regiment) on the right of the East Yorkshires 
was in difficulties and could not get on. The consequence was 
that the third wave of the East Yorkshires took the German third 
line, but was then attacked in rear and right rear, some being 
cut off and forced to surrender, and the Battalion Diary stated 
“that about 50 men and probably 1 officer are known to have 
been taken prisoner.” By 7 a.m. the Suffolks, on the right of the 
13th East Yorkshires, were back in their own front line: the left 
of the right flank of the latter Battalion was entirely in the air 
and completely exposed to attack. Three heavy counter-attacks 
were then launched by the Germans against this exposed flank, 
but were only partially successful, as certain portions of East 
Yorkshiremen were able to hold on to the second line until 7 p.m. 
A little later, however, as there was no chance of assistance from 
3rd Division troops on the right, the East Yorkshiremen withdrew 
to the German first line and, late at night, were ordered to retire 
to their old front-line trenches. Throughout the day the enemy’s 
guns had barraged the whole area occupied by the g2nd Brigade, 
front-line as well as support and reserve trenches and, owing to 
this bombardment, it was impossible to get either supplies or 
reinforcements across No Man’s Land, though several gallant 
attempts were made to do so. The 13th East Yorkshires took 
over 200 prisoners, though a number escaped. 

On the left of the 13th Battalion the 12th East Yorkshires had 
similarly made splendid progress in the initial stage of the attack. 
All objectives were captured in less than 20 minutes from ‘‘ Zero” 
hour, with few casualties. Over 300 prisoners were taken and sent 
back, but the enemy’s guns killed about 50 per cent. of them as 
they were being marched across No Man’s Land. The narrative 
of the 12th Battalion is concise: ‘‘ The 3rd Division having failed 
on our right, the position was a very difficult one. The trenches, 
too, had been so blown about that it was impossible to make them 
really defensive. ‘The Germans counter-attacked in force, twice 
during the day from the left, but were annihilated by our Lewis 
guns. The whole day was spent in fighting small parties, bombers 
and snipers. In the evening, as there was a danger of being sur- 
rounded, it was decided to withdraw, the last party retiring about 
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The narrative, however, makes no mention of a very gallant torm, 11TH, 


private (Private John Cunningham), who gained for the Battalion 
and the Regiment, on that day for hand fighting the highest 
award a soldier can obtain—the Victoria Cross.* 

From the narratives of the 13th and 12th East Yorkshires 
it is clear that both Battalions carried out their orders well and 
gained their objectives, but the lack of support on the right 
forced them to retire and relinquish the ground they had striven 
so hard to gain. 

The supporting Battalion—11th East Yorkshires—did not, 
apparently, get across No Man’s Land, and moved back to billets 
in Sailly atg p.m. The roth Battalion, which had been detailed 
to provide carrying parties, saw more of the fighting than the 11th. 
Each Company had furnished a carrying party of one N.C.O. and 
20 men, all four parties (under 2nd Lieutenant Anderson) being 
moved into position in Caber Trench by “ Zero” hour. On 
the capture of the first German line three of these parties got 
across No Man’s Land successfully and delivered their bombs 
to the 12th and 13th Battalions. The fourth party, starting off 
after the other three, could not get through the enemy’s barrage. 
The three parties which got across had a terrible experience, for 
when the survivors returned after dark they stated that they had 
been forced to lie out in shell holes in No Man’s Land all day 
owing to the hostile barrage and snipers. ‘Two Lewis-gun teams 
of the roth Battalion, attached to the 12th East Yorkshires, had 
seen hard fighting. They were posted on the extreme left of the 
12th Battalion and had successfully repelled several hostile bomb- 
ing attacks and some small parties of Germans who had endeavoured 
to work round behind them in No Man’s Land. In all, these 
two Lewis-gun teams accounted for over 60 Germans, but they 
lost 3 killed, § wounded, and 1 wounded and missing. 

The losses of the East Yorkshires on 13th November were 
severe, the majority being officers and men of the 12th and 13th 
Battalions. 

The 13th Battalion had 7 officers killed (Lieutenants N. V. 
Lewis, A. G. Dorman; 2nd Lieutenants J. Wood, H. Bell, A. 
Peters, T. M. Hutchinson and A. H. Binning); 6 officers were 
wounded, two of whom died of their wounds (znd Lieutenant 
F. C. R. Beechey on 14th November and 2nd Lieutenant R. 5S. 


* See Appendix V: for the official citation from the London Gazette of 13th 
January, 1917. 
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Watt on zoth November); 4 officers were captured by the 


R.A.M.C.—was also wounded. ‘Total, 18 officers. In other 
ranks, killed, wounded and missing, the losses were nearly 400. 

Of the 12th Battalion 8 officers were killed (Captains H. N- 
Marriott and L. O. Habershon; Lieutenant O. L. Frizoni, and 
2nd Lieutenants R. G. Morgan, E. W. Estridge, F. L. Faker, 
A. D. Elford and E. C. Livesey); 6 officers were wounded, 
of whom 2nd Lieutenant R. N. Heathcote died of wounds on 
17th November and 2nd Lieutenant C. G. C. Moncrieff on 
24th November. Only two officers came back from the front 
line unwounded. In other ranks the 12th lost 13 killed, 195 
wounded and 161 missing. Total, 16 officers and 369 other 
ranks. 

The 11th Battalion* lost 12 other ranks killed and 2 officers 
and 41 other ranks wounded. 

Apparently the roth Battalion had no officer casualties, but 
6 other ranks killed, 34 wounded, and 1 wounded and missing. 

The 8th East Yorkshires of the 3rd Division had lost 2 officers 
killed (names not given) and 3 wounded, and in other ranks 23 
killed, 177 wounded and 30 missing. 

At 5.40 p.m. Corps Headquarters had issued instructions that 
no fresh attack was to be made on the enemy, and that all possible 
steps were to be taken to link up with and withdraw parties still 
in the enemy’s first line, and these were the orders which resulted 
in the withdrawal of elements of the 12th and 13th Battalions 
which still remained in the enemy’s front line when darkness fell. 


* On the night of 12th Hon. Lieut. and Quartermaster J. B. McReynolds of the 
11th Battalion was killed in Hebuterne wailst walking back to his billet in Sailly- 
au-Bois. He had been up to see the officers and men before they went into the 
assembly trenches. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


The Third Winter in the Trenches. 


HE third winter in the trenches was not unlike the second. 
Weather conditions were just as trying, though a little more 
comfort existed in the front lines than in 1915-16. 

From their bivouacs near Longueval to which the rst East 
Yorkshires had moved on 27th September, after taking part 
in the Battle of Morval, the Battalion marched to Buire and 
early in October, to Yaucourt, thence to Allouagne, finally going 
into the line in the Cambrin area, south-east of Bethune. Tours 
in this and the Hohenzollern sectors, and in support and reserve, 
occupied the East Yorkshires until the end of the year, the Battalion 
on the last day of December being located in Fouquieres. There 
are no incidents of special interest in the Battalion Dairies during 
this period, with the exception of the arrival of a new C.O.— 
Lieut.-Colonel R. H. Waithman—who first assumed temporary 
command on the 8th November, and was then confirmed in his 
appointment on 16th November. 

The 1/4th East Yorkshires who, on the 23rd October, had 
moved to Contalmaison for work under the gth Division, marched 
to High Wood on the following day. But the Wood was under 
heavy hostile shell fire and after spending two days there, the 
Battalion, having lost two officers killed (2nd Lieutenants H. D. 
Jackson and G. Cranswick, both on 26th October) moved out south- 
west of the Wood. During the remainder of October and until 
the 18th November the 1/4th passed nearly a month of misery in 
the Somme area, in the trenches about Flers. But on the 18th 
the Battalion marched to Bazentin-le-Petit and there entrained 
for Becourt. On the 30th the Territorials marched to Contay 
and billeted in houses and barns, where they remained until 
30th December reorganising and training. By the end of the year 
the 1/4th were back again in High Wood. 

The 6th (Pioneer) Battalion saw the year out on the Somme, 
working hard, as usual, on the roads and communications near 
Forceville, Martinsart and Engelbelmer. Their Diary mostly 
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ce ? 


consists of the words “‘ work as before’ and all who saw service 
on the Somme during the winter of 1916 will know what that 
meant ! 

About the middle of August the 17th Division moved to the 
northern portion of the Somme area, and on the 2oth August 
the soth Brigade relieved the 168th Brigade (56th Division) in 
Hebuterne, the 7th East Yorkshires going into the front line on 
25th. Until the 18th September the soth Brigade held the 
Hebuterne sector, but on that date was relieved. By the gth 
October, however, the Brigade was back again in the line until 
18th, when the 144th Brigade (48th Division) suddenly came in 
and the 17th Division set its face once more towards the dismal 
south. After a hard five days’ march the Soth Brigade reached 
Meaulte. On 27th the 7th East Yorkshires marched to Mametz, 
where until znd November a wretched period was spent in tents. 
The 5oth Brigade had taken over trenches in the Lesbceufs sector 


_on 29th October, and on 2nd November the 7th East Yorkshires 


relieved the roth West Yorkshires in the front line. The Battalion 
now had a strength of 16 officers and 560 other ranks. Next 
morning, at 6.15 a.m., the C.O., Lieut.-Colonel P. A. Clive, 
when visiting the front line was wounded in the thigh and arm. 
Command of the Battalion was then taken over by Major G. 
East-King. 

The sector of the line now held by the 7th East Yorkshires, 

and the soth Brigade generally, was in a terrible condition. The 
outgoing battalions had been in a state of utter exhaustion. Mud 
in the front line was 41p deep. Men sank in the filthy morass and, 
in places, could not be got out for 24 hours. It was a pestilential 
spot. 
: The soth Brigade on 2nd November held the front, with the 
7th East Yorkshire Regiment on the right and the 7th Green 
Howards on the left. About 4 p.m. four waves of German 
infantry attacked the 7th Lincoln Regiment (51st Brigade), on 
the left of the Green Howards. The enemy’s first wave managed 
to penetrate the front line, but the three other waves were 
annihilated, largely owing to the flanking fire of the Green 
Howards and East Yorkshires. A counter-attack completely 
restored the situation, 40 Germans being captured. 

On 5th November “ battle patrols” of 40 officers and men 
from the Green Howards, and 60 to 70 officers and men from 
the East Yorkshire Regiment, were ordered to attack the enemy. 
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The latter were to attack and occupy Orion (an enemy post) 
and the gunpits near it. On the right and left of the soth Brigade 
attacks on a large scale were to take place. 

At 11.10 a.m. the attack began and the Germans immediately 
began to run from their trenches; but, seeing how small the 
attacking parties were, they halted and opened fire. All the 
officers of the attacking troops were shot down and the attack 
failed. In this affair the 7th East Yorkshires lost 2nd Lieutenant 
F. W. Drew killed, 5 officers wounded and 1 officer missing. 
In other ranks the losses were 18 killed, 84 wounded and 84 missing. 

After a fortnight of concentrated misery, the soth Brigade 
was relieved by the 1st (Guards) Brigade on 13th November, 
and returned to the Molliens—-Vidame area, the 7th East Yorkshires 
moving to Montagne. Here ordered quiet and routine, with 
good food and recreation, rapidly improved the condition of the 
troops, but that first terrible period in the line in the Lesbeeufs 
sector was long remembered. 

On 13th December the soth Brigade again entrained for 
the Somme, but it was not until the 23rd that the Brigade 
relieved the 6oth Brigade in the Lesbceufs sector opposite 
Le Transloy. Conditions here improved and the trenches were 
duck-boarded. The 7th East Yorkshires went into the front 
line on Christmas Day. On -Boxing Day a party of about 
50 Germans, in full marching order, were observed advancing 
towards the trenches held by the East Yorkshires. They were 
allowed to advance to within hailing distance, but were then 
fired on. Some were killed, others wounded and 18 surrendered.* 
On the 27th the Battalion was relieved and marched back to 
Carnoy, but on the last day of the year moved back again to 
the front line. 

Of the 8th East Yorkshires, from the disastrous 13th November 
until the end of the year there is little to record. ‘Tours in the 
front line—in the Serre Sector—or rest in billets in Bus Wood 
and Courcelles were alternated, the 31st December finding the 
Battalion in Bus. 

On the left of the 8th East Yorkshires, the roth, rth, 12th 
and 13th Battalions of the Regiment, after their heavy casualties 


* Major O. Varley states : “‘ This party was a carrying party ladened with Christmas 
fare. They had lost their way. The Company of East Yorkshires responsible for the 
capture were highly pleased with the addition to their rations! I donot remember the 
German regiment concerned.” 
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roTH, 1TH, of 13th November, were, early on the morning of the 14th, 
ae Bus, engaged in clearing up the battlefield. All four Battalions moved 
from Bayencourt to Warnimont Wood during the day, but at 
night further parties went up to clear the battlefield of dead 
and bring in wounded men. On the 16th the Battalion Diary 
has the following entry: ‘ Work continues in burying the dead 
and re-equipping and resting the living.” But no more attacks 
were made on, or by, the enemy, and when the Old Year departed 
the roth and 13th Battalions held the front line sub-sectors in the 
Hebuterne trenches, the 11th Battalion* was at Couin, and the 
31st Dec. = 12tht at Bayencourt.f 


* On 16th November, Major H. F. Hardman assumed command of the 11th Battalion ; 
on 29th December Lieut.-Colonel S. H. Ferrand took over command, Major Hardman 
having been evacuated sick to hospital. 

t Lieut.-Colonel H. R. Pease rejoined the 12th Battalion on 19th December and 
resumed command. 

1 2nd Lieutenant A. Hoult, 12th Battalion East Yorkshire Regiment, died of pneu- 
monia in hospital, 17th November. 


CHAPTER XII. 


The Campaign in Macedonia, 1915-1916. 


OM France and Flanders the story of the East York- 
shire Regiment, in the Great War during the years 
1915 and 1916, now turns to Macedonia. 

It will be remembered that the 2nd East Yorkshires 
(Lieut.-Colonel W. A. Blake) embarked at Marseilles 
towards the end of October, 1915, and sailed with the 

28th Division on the 27th of the month. The Division first 
went to Egypt, the East Yorkshires arriving at Alexandria on 
znd November. The Battalion (in Brigade) disembarked at 
2.30 p.m. and marched to Sidi Bishr Camp where nearly another 
month was spent in training. On 28th November the Division 
again embarked for Salonika, the East Yorkshires reaching that 
place on 2nd December. Disembarkation took place on 3rd, and 
the Battalion marched out of Salonika for Lembet Camp, a 
distance of about 5 miles, where all units of the 83rd Brigade 
were concentrated. 

The general situation in Macedonia when the 28th Division 
arrived at Salonika may be summed up briefly as follows: Bulgaria 
who had for long been “ sitting on the fence ” had, on the failure 
of the Suvla Bay operations in August 1915, joined fortunes with 
the Central Powers. A joint offensive by the Austrian and Bul- 
garian forces was then launched against Serbia, who, attacked from 
north and east and unsupported by the Allied Powers, was beaten 
back to her southern frontier and even across it and practically 
expelled from her own country. It was then that the Allies came 
to her assistance. French and British troops had landed at Salonika 
from Gallipoli, and these were followed by other British divisions. 

On 14th December the 28th Division moved to a new area on 
the Seres road, about four miles north of the junction with the 
Langaza road. On 18th a general line of defence was selected : 
1oth Division from the Gulf of Rendina, south of Beshik Geul 
and Langara Geul to Tumba (exclusive): 26th Division Tumba 
(inclusive) to Ajvatli (inclusive) : 28th Division Ajvatli (exclusive) 
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to about three-quarters of a mile west of Baldza: 22nd Division 
thence to Matterhorn Peak (level 1,404) where the British line 
was to join up with the French who would carry on the front to 
Kiordine, Vardar Bridges. ‘The village of Baldza was allotted to 
the 28th Division. 

Work on the Baldza road and trenches occupied the 2nd East 
Yorkshires until the end of the year. The Battalion moved camp 
to about two miles north of Lembet Camp on 21st December. The 
next move took place on 22nd February (to the range of hills 
surrounding Salonika), the Battalion occupying front-line trenches 
from Eden Valley to Becourt Bottom, where the East Yorkshiremen 
had a good deal of trench digging in connection with the defensive 
system protecting Salonika town. There is little of interest in 
the Battalion Diary of March and April, but during that period 
Brigade and Divisional manceuvres were held beyond the defensive 
system. On 28th May news was received of the advance of a Bul- 
garian division in the region of Demirhisar, and the 83rd Brigade 
received orders to be ready to move up north at short notice. But 
it was not until 4th June that the 28th Division was ordered to 
move to a new arca near Jenikoj, to act on the left of the 22nd 
Division and in rear of the 156th French Division, as reserve to the 
Allied advanced troops. 

The 2nd East Yorkshires moved off from Hopkins Kloof about 
7.1§ a.m. and, marching via the Baldza Pass, reached Ambarkoj, 
where the Battalion bivouacked for the night. The weather was 
very hot and the march tried the troops to the utmost.* On 5th 
the Battalion reached Sarigol, near Kukus. On the 6th the 
Battalion moved to Jenikoj where “‘C” and “ D” Companies, 
who had been sent on ahead on 4th to take over a French post, 
were picked up. On arrival the 2nd East Yorkshires found the 
Bulgarians in occupation of Hill 535 and the high ridge north of 
the Allied lines. The 7th and 8th June were spent at Jenikoj, 
and on the gth the Battalion marched to bivouacs 3 miles south- 
east of Kukus; on roth back to Ambarkoj, on the 11th to Guvezne, 
on 12th to the 42nd Kilo stone on the Salonika-Seres road and 
finally, on 13th, to bivouacs half-way between Lahana and Hadzi- 


* From May to September the sun in this part of the world is very powerful indeed, 
the battalion had been almost continually on the march from the 4th to 13th of June, 
and, although Australian slouch hats had been issued as a protection against the sun, 
casualties from sickness etc. had been pretty heavy. (Topees were issued the following 
month and in subsequent years were issued in May). 
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Bajramli where the remainder of the month was spent. Practically, 
the whole of July was spent at Kocan Mah (to which place the Bat- 
talion had moved on Ist), where road making took precedence of all 
other duties. On 29th another move was made to Idris Mah. 
From the latter place the 2nd East Yorkshires marched to Sakavca 
and took over the defence of the Orljak and Komarjan bridge- 
heads from the 6th Inniskillings. 

In August the first casualties occurred. The first half of the 
month had been spent by the Battalion in strengthening the 
defences of the Orljak and Komarjan bridges over the Struma. 
On the 18th the Bulgarians, advancing through Rupel Pass, 
fell upon the Chasseurs d’Afrique, who were holding the ridge 
from Demirhisar to Seres. Demirhisar was surrounded and 
Seres also fell into the enemy’s hands; and towards evening the 
French fell back across the Orljak Bridge, leaving no troops on the 
left bank of the Struma. Nothing happened on 1gth,* but on 
the 20th the Chasseurs crossed the Orljak and Komarjan Bridges 
at about 4 a.m. and attacked the Bulgarians. At noon, however, 
the latter received reinforcements and at § p.m. the French, 
followed by the enemy’s fire, were again driven back across the 
Struma. This retirement left the 2nd East Yorkshires holding 
a front of four miles, including two bridges, and a wire was sent 
to the 1st Suffolks asking for reinforcements. Shortly after mid- 
night zoth/21st August three companies of Suffolks arrived, the 
fourth company remaining behind at Battalion H.Q. 2nd East 
Yorkshire Regiment. The situation at this time was as follows: 
three companies of Suffolks, ““C” and “D” Companies 2nd 
East Yorkshires, 2nd Brigade M.G. Company, and 4 Lewis guns 
at Orljak Bridge; “‘ B”? Company and 2 Lewis Guns at Komarjan 
Bridge; Battalion H.Q., “A” Company, 2nd East Yorkshires, 
and one company of Suffolks at Sakavca. 

Although the East Yorkshires were informed that the French 
would take over the Battalion line during the night they did not 
do so, and by this time the Bulgarians had occupied all villages 
close to the Struma. The strength of the enemy attacking on the 
Struma front was reported as two divisions. 


* On the 19th work on the defences at the bridge-heads and the moving up of supplies 
and reinforcements was very considerably interfered with by the stream of refugees 
who, having left the villages in face of the Bulgar advance on the 18th, had spent the 
night of 18th-rgth outside the bridge-head defences, until allowed to pass through 
on the rgth. 
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During the 21st the two brigades were shelled by the eq 
and the Battalion Diary gives the casualties as one other } 
wounded—the first since the arrival of the 2nd East Yorkshirg 
the Macedonian front. The situation was the same on 22nd, 
the Battalion was relieved on this date and marched to biva; 
in a nullah near Orljak, moving on 23rd August to Gumus I; 
near Kopriva Bridge, the defence of which was taken over b Y. 2 
East Yorkshiremen on 24th. The Battalion was by now 
enough to the enemy to come under the fire of his snipers, but } 7} 
were driven off by machine-gun fire. The hostile guns, howé : 
continued to shell Kopriva Bridge and Gumus Dere ;_ the mon 
casualties numbered § other ranks wounded, but sickness 
exacted such a toll from the Battalion that at Kopriva there c 


have been very little over 300 men remaining. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


ee 


The Advance to the Hindenburg Line, 1917. 


HATEVER judgment may be passed on the 

Somme Battles of 1916 by coming generations, 

there is no doubt that Sir Douglas Haig’s 

contention that they were justified is amply 

borne out by the events which followed early 

in 1917. Proof positive that the enemy had 
been considerably weakened exists in the Retreat to the 
Hindenburg Line, forced upon the Germans by the necessity 
for shortening their line. 

Officially, the Allied advance to the Hindenburg Line has 
been divided into two phases: (i) The Operations on the Ancre 
(11th January to 13th March, 1917; and (ii) the German Retreat 
to the Hindenburg Line (14th March to gth April, 1917). 

The offensives on the Somme of 1916 had forced the enemy’s 
line between the Ancre and Scarpe Rivers into a very pronounced 
salient, and the year 1917 opened with a determination on the 
part of Sir Douglas Haig to exploit this salient, first by capturing 
positions south of the Ancre to which the enemy clung (the 
possession of which would give the British entire command of the 
spur above Beaumont Hamel), then by making periodical advances 
which would enfilade the enemy’s line and automatically open 
to observation some fresh parts of his defences. Arrangements 
were then made for a series of systematic and deliberate attacks 
which would eventually compel the enemy to evacuate his position. 
With the same object in view a number of minor enterprises 
were planned along the whole British front, and local attacks 
were to be made in the neighbourhood of Bouchavesnes, Sailly- 
Saillisel and Grandcourt. 

When the New Year dawned the enemy, north of the Ancre, 
still held the greater part of the Beaumont Hamel spur, beyond 
which the German original front line ran past Serre and Gomme- 
court and Monchy-au-Bois to east of Arras. Along the forward 
crest of the ridge, north of the Ancre Valley, he had a strong 
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second system of defence consisting of a double line of trenches, 
heavily wired, which ran north-west from Saillisel past Le Transloy 
to the Albert-Bapaume road, where it turned past Grevillers 
and Loupart Wood, then north-west again past Achiet-le-Petit 
to Bucquoy; this was the Le Transloy—Loupart line. Parallel 
with this second system there was yet a third—the Rocquigny— 
Bapaume-Ablainzevelle line. No light task lay before the British 
troops. 

Early in January, 1917, to meet the wishes of the French, 
the British line was extended southwards from Lesbeeufs to a 
point opposite the town of Roye. This entailed the maintenance 
of many extra miles of an exceptionally active front and curtailed 
opportunities of training the troops. 

The first battalion of the East Yorkshire Regiment to take 
part in the operations on the Ancre was the 6th—the Pioneers— 
of the 11th Division. In January the 11th Division held a 
curiously irregular line which lay on both banks of the Ancre, 
west of Grandcourt and east of Beaucourt. The cutting of 
trenches, erection of Nissen huts, work on communication trenches, 
roads and dug-outs occupied the Pioneers until operations by 
the 11th Division began about the middle of the month. On 
the 17th ““D” Company of the Battalion was ordered to 
“stand by ” throughout the day, and later, after the 34th Brigade 
(11th Division) had attacked the enemy, this Company went 
forward and worked on the consolidation of posts when the 
attack was over. On the following day the 6th Battalion moved 
to Usna Hill, but for the remainder of the month there is little 
of interest in the Battalion Diary. One officer—znd Lieutenant 
C. Edwards—was killed by a hostile aircraft bomb on 29th January. 
On 26th February the 6th East Yorkshires, by then at Pernois, 
moved by route march to Terrmesnil, thence on the 27th to 
dug-outs in the neighbourhood of Hamel, the Battalion having 
been attached to the 62nd (W.R.) Division for work under the 
C.R.E. The 62nd Division was on the move, pushing back the 
enemy towards the Hindenburg Line, and the Pioneers were 
employed in work on the Hamel—Beaucourt—Miraumont road. 
Until 24th March the Pioneers were attached to the 62nd Division, 
but on that date proceeded by route march to Arqueves and for 
the remainder of the month carricd out training.* 


* Lieut.-Colonel J. E. H. Forty tells the following amusing story: ‘‘ A Battalion of 
the Northumberland Fusilicrs were attached to the 62nd with us. One day a rum jar 
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The 1/4th and the 7th East Yorkshires formed part of two 


of the Divisions moved down to take over the French line south 
of Lesbeeufs. 

The 1/4th (Lieut.-Colonel W. T. Wilkinson) spent the whole 
of January in trenches, support and reserve areas, north of the 
Somme. The enemy was comparatively quiet and casualties for 
the month were only 14 other ranks, but sickness was rife, 
*“ trench feet’ being responsible for a great number of cases. 
The Battalion (in common with all other units on the Somme 
during the winter of 1916-17) was, so far as weather conditions 
were concerned, having a truly terrible time. Day after day 
men were evacuated sick to hospital. The trenches were horrible 
—thick with mud—and it was impossible to keep anything dry. 
On 12th January the strength of the Battalion was only 11 officers 
and 263 other ranks. 

On gth February the soth Division moved south to the 
Hamel—Morcourt-Mericourt area, the 1/4th East Yorkshires 
billeting in Adrien huts in a wood near Morcourt. Two days later 
the 3rd British Corps began the relief of the 16th French Corps 
from the Somme southwards to Génermont, the soth Division 
taking over the southern section of the Corps front, the 1/4th East 
Yorkshires relieving a battalion of French troops east of Foucau- 
court in the front line trenches, Cassiopee and Crete. At this 
period the Battalion had a trench strength of 16 officers and 
609 other ranks. But the tour lasted only until the night of 
the 1§th/16th and was uneventful. 

Life in the new sector was generally quiet. Shell fire was 
intermittent and the enemy’s trench mortars were at times busy, 
but of attacks there were none. 

Of the Retreat to the Hindenburg Line there is nothing in 
the Battalion Diary of the 1/4th to indicate such a movement 
was taking place, though it was not until the 30th March that the 
50th Division was ordered to leave the 3rd Corps, Fourth 
Army, and join the 18th Corps of the Third Army. In 
accordance with these orders the 1§oth Brigade (then in reserve) 


was stolen from a ‘cooler’ of theirs. It was subsequently discovered empty by the 
prostrate form of one of our men. This man, whose name I cannot recollect, was 
unconscious for 48 hours. Needless to say his nickname was ‘ Barmey.’ The M.O. 
considered it a most remarkable case as he had swallowed the greater part, if not the whole, 
of the contents of a 2-gallon jar of rum, yet lived to say 80. On another day the Battalion 
lost a lot of great-coats: itis always supposed that they were ‘ nailed’ by the Northum- 
berlands in compensation for the lost rum.” 
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left Bavonvillers, en route for the Molliens au Bois area. On the 
31st the Brigade reached its destination, the 1/4th billeting in 
barns, etc., in Rainville. 

On 25th January the 17th Division took over the Sailly-Saillisel 
sector, with rest billets in and around Combles, but the 7th East 
Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel G. East-King) were then at Corbie, train- 
ing withother units of the oth Brigade, and it was not until the even- 
ingof the 31st that the Battalion moved up to the front-line trenches, 
relieving the 6th Dorset Regiment. The beginning of this tour was 
marked by a sad loss. The East Yorkshiremen had hardly settled 
in trenches when Captain H. S. O. Ashington, O.C. “B” Company, 
was shot by a sniper and shortly afterwards died of his wounds. 

February opened with but little doing on the part of the 
enemy’s artillery, machine guns and trench mortars, but his 
aerial activity was very marked, his "planes flying low over the 
British lines, obviously engaged in observation. 

On the morning of the 8th the 7th Green Howards, on the 
left of the 7th East Yorkshires, attacked the German trenches 
on the high ground south-east of Sailly—Saillisel, the object being 
to capture a section of trench line which ran through the ruins 
of Saillisel and allowed the enemy observation down the Combles 
valley. The operation was successful, and although the 7th East 
Yorkshires did not actually attack the enemy, both the Battalion 
posts—Nos. 14 and 15—covered the right of the Green Howards, 
and with Lewis-gun fire and rifle grenades broke up an enemy 
counter-attack, inflicting severe casualties on the Germans as 
they attempted to bomb the flank of the attacking troops. One 
oficer—znd Lieutenant A. W. Vale—was, however, killed in 
No. 1§ Post by a sniper whilst directing the fire of the Lewis 
gunners. Thirteen other ranks were also killed and 37 wounded. 
For their part in this operation the East Yorkshires were con- 
gratulated by the Divisional Commander “ on the splendid way 
they protected the right flank of the 7th Green Howards, thus 
ensuring the success of the Division’s operations.” On the 2oth 
February the Battalion was relieved and, with other units of 
the Brigade (and Division), moved to Méaulte. The 17th Division 
remained in this area in Corps Reserve for about a week, and on 
Ist March moved to the Warloy area, west of Albert. Until 
the 7th April the Division rested and trained for the forthcoming 
offensives at Arras, though the training area was changed twice, 
viz., to Willeman and Le Cauroy. 
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The first three months of 1917 were more interesting for the 
four East Yorkshire Battalions (1oth, 11th, 12th and 13th) of 
the 92nd Brigade (30th Division) than for the 1/4th and 7th 
Battalions. ‘The Brigade was relieved in the front line on 
2nd January and moved in stages successively to the Authie, 
Amplier, Gezincourt and Domars areas, all Battalions being engaged 
in training. On the 18th February the Brigade once again reached 
Coigneux area, and on the 2oth relieved the 58th Brigade of the 
19th Division in the line, the 11th and 12th East Yorkshires taking 
over L.2 and L.1 sub-sectors respectively, with the roth Battalion 
in the Dell and Sailly and the 13th at Rossignol Farm. The g2nd 
Brigade boundary was from Nairne to Sonis, both points being 
inclusive. 

The 21st was misty and there was little to report, but there were 
rumours in the air of the probable retirement of the enemy at 
an early date. At 11 p.m. on the night of 24th two strong patrols 
from the 11th East Yorkshires, one under 2nd Lieutenant Cowling 
and the other under 2nd Lieutenant Hutchinson, were sent over 
No Man’s Land to test the strength of the enemy’s front lines, 
as Serre had been reported evacuated. These patrols were 
followed at 6 a.m. on 25th by two more, each consisting of one 
platoon, each supported by three platoons. “A” Company 
formed the northern patrol and “ B” the southern. The leading 
platoon of “A” (2nd Lieutenant A. J. Thackray) was to proceed 
down the sunken road to the junction with the Gommecourt road, 
while the southern patrol (2nd Lieutenant J. Harrison) was to 
work down Hair Alley to the German front line. 

Nothing was heard of these patrols until 7.50 a.m. when a 
Message was received at 11th Battalion H.Q. from Lieutenant 
Harrison of the southern patrol stating that he had taken the 
German front line: this was followed by another report at 9 a.m. 
that the German third line had been reached, one prisoner having 
been captured. No news came to hand from the northern patrol 
until 10 a.m. when Lieutenant Thackray reported that he also 
had reached the German third line. So far so good. But on the 
right of the 11th Battalion the rath East Yorkshires, who also 
had pushed out patrols to the German lines, met with considerable 
opposition and were forced to withdraw. Similarly, on the left 
of the 11th Battalion (and on the left of the g2znd Brigade) the 
93rd Brigade was reported to have failed and the patrols of that 
Brigade ordered to withdraw. The 11th were thus in an awkward 
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position, both flanks being exposed. In the meantime, the southern 
patrol (Lieutenant Harrison) had reached the German fourth 
line though, owing to the bad condition of the trenches, a retire- 
ment to the third line had to be made. At 9g a.m. 2nd Lieutenant 
Hutchinson took No. 16 Platoon across with 60 boxes of bombs to 
reinforce 2nd Lieutenant Harrison. By this time a heavy hostile 
barrage was falling on the old German front line and the British 
front line. At 9.40 a.m. the Brigadier ordered the patrols of the 
11th East Yorkshires to withdraw as the strength of the enemy on 
the flanks of the Battalion was unknown, and there was a danger 
that the East Yorkshiremen might be cut off. Under cover of 
the guns which bombarded every known German gun position, 
the patrols withdrew, both “A” and “ B” Companies reaching 
their own lines without suffering a single casualty. In the German 
lines the southern patrol suffered no casualties, but the northern 
patrol had 6 other ranks killed and wounded. On the 25th/26th 
the 11th East Yorkshires were relieved by the roth Battalion, and 
on 26th the 12th were relieved by the 13th. 

After relieving the 11th Battalion on the 25th the roth East 
Yorkshires pushed right along the sunken road to the German 
third line, z.e., Nameless Trench, where “ A” and “‘ C ” Companies 
formed strong posts without any opposition: ‘“‘ B ” Company 
was in support and ‘“D” in reserve at the junction of Pasteur 
and Serre roads. At 8 p.m. (25th) both “ A ” and “ C ” Companies 
sent out patrols to the German fourth and fifth lines to gain contact 
with the enemy. The latter Company then moved forward to 
Louviere Farm and Slim Street to gain touch with the 19th 
Division (on the right of the 31st Division) at Slug Street. “A” 
Company occupied Dugout Lane on the left of “ C,” also sending 
patrols out to Slug Street. Until 3 p.m. on 26th these positions 
were maintained, but it was now evident that the enemy was 
definitely retiring, though he was endeavouring to delay the advance 
of his opponents as long as possible. All this is understandable, 
as the Germans were busy feverishly building the defences of their 
Hindenburg Line. 

At 3 p.m., when Battalion H.Q. and “ B” and “‘ D”’ Companies 
had moved over to Nameless Trench, the roth East Yorkshires 
received orders to change direction to the left and take up strong 
positions in Dugout Lane, Slug Street, and Walnut Trench, 
across the sunken road, and to attack and capture Berg Graben 
before dark if possible, but in any event before daybreak on the 27th, 
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as the g2nd Brigade was to advance on the latter date, with the 
19th Division on its right and the 93rd Brigade on its left, and 
to dig in on the high ground running south-east from Rossignol 
Wood. 

By the night of 26th February the general situation north 
and east of the Ancre had changed adversely for the enemy. On 
the 24th he had been forced to evacuate his positions before 
Pys, Miraumont and Serre, and by the evening of the 25th the 
German first system of defence from north of Gueudecourt to 
west of Serre, including Luisenhof Farm, Warlencourt—Eaucourt, 
Pys, Miraumont, Beauregard Dovecot and Serre, was in the 
hands of the British. The enemy’s hold on Puisieux-au-Mont 
and Gommecourt was now rendered difficult. 

Darkness had fallen on the night of the 26th when the roth East 
Yorkshires received their orders to attack Berg Graben, but 
‘““A ” Company moved forward to take up its new position in 
the sunken road. This company was heavily attacked by strong 
enemy patrols which drove the East Yorkshiremen to a new 
position in German Lane. ‘ B” Company was then ordered to 
move up German Lane and, having taken up the position in the 
sunken road, formerly allotted to “‘“A” Company, lead the 
attack on Berg Graben on the morning of the 27th. “C” 
Company on the right, and “A”? Company on the left, were 
ordered to support the attack by “B”’ Company, “ D” being 
kept in reserve in Nameless Trench. Supported by the fire of 
Stokes guns, ‘“*B” Company, though meeting with strong 
resistance, eventually took up the position ordered in sunken 
road. 

At 6.30 a.m. on the 27th the attack was launched down the 
trenches leading to Berg Graben, but the enemy’s machine-gun 
fire from the south-east corner of Rossignol Wood, as well as 
hostile shell fire and the activities of German snipers and bombers, 
held up the roth Battalion, and all “B” Company could 
accomplish was the formation of strong posts in Dugout Lane 
where it crossed the sunken road and the communication trenches 
running east from Dugout Lane. Near the sunken road Captain 
S. E. Jones and 2nd Lieutenant A. C. Fricker were killed, and 
2nd Lieutenant Mills took over command of “ B” Company, 
reorganised the platoons and formed the strong posts mentioned 
above. Right and left of the g2nd Brigade the 19th Division 
and g3rd Brigade did not reach their objectives and appeared 
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to lose ground slightly. Being therefore somewhat isolated, their 
flanks apparently in the air, “A,” “B” and “C” Companies 
of the roth East Yorkshires were withdrawn down Dugout Lane 
and took up defensive positions along that trench and German 
Lane and the trench joining Nameless Trench to Dugout Lane. 
Officer patrols then went out to gain touch with the 19th Division 
and 93rd Brigade. 

At 4 p.m. (27th) the 13th East Yorkshires began the relief 
of the 10th Battalion, the latter marching back to Couin where, 
on the 28th, the Divisional Commander visited the East Yorkshires 
and said that “‘ he was very pleased with what the Battalion had 
done, and that the Army Commander considered that the Battalion 
had behaved splendidly.” The roth Battalion had lost 2 officers 
killed, 1 officer wounded, and 41 other ranks killed, wounded 
and missing. 

On the 27th the enemy’s rearguards in Puisieux-au-Mont 
were driven to their last position of defence near the church, 
while to the north-west of the village the British front was 
extended to within a few hundred yards of Gommecourt. Gomme- 
court village and Park were entered that evening and by 10 p.m. 
had been occupied. On the morning of the 28th the capture of 
Puisieux was completed. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


THE BATTLES OF ARRAS, 1917. 


THE FIRST BATTLE OF THE SCARPE, 1917. 
gth-14th April. 


HE German Retreat to the Hindenburg Line did not 

affect seriously the Allied plan of campaign during 1917. 

“This plan,” said Sir Douglas Haig, ‘comprised a series 

of offensives on all fronts, so timed as to assist each other by 

depriving the enemy of the power of weakening any one of 

his fronts in order to reinforce another.” The first efforts 

of the British Armies were to be directed against the enemy troops 

occupying the salient between the Scarpe and the Ancre, into 

which they had been pressed as a result of the Somme Battles of 

1916. The British attack was to precede operations by the French 

of a more decisive character in Champagne. If these combined 

offensives did not produce the full results hoped for, the main 

efforts of the three British Armies were then to be transferred to 
Flanders. 

The Third and First British Armies (from right to left) were 
to launch the initial attack on a front of 13 miles, extending from 
just north of Croiselles, south-east of Arras, to just south of 
Givenchy-en-Gohelle at the northern foot of the Vimy Ridge. 
The Canadians were to attack the Vimy Ridge. 

The general attack was to be launched on gth April at 5.30 a.m. 

In the Arras Battles of 1917 every Battalion of the East York- 
shire Regiment in France and Flanders, with the exception of the 
6th (Pioneers), saw hard fighting, and these operations are therefore 
especially interesting to the Regiment. 

On the first day of the offensive the British Divisions in the 
front line (from right to left in the order given) were 21st between 
Croiselles and Henin; 3oth, 56th, 14th, 3rd west of Tilloy-lez- 
Mofflaines, which lay in the German lines; 12th, 1§th, gth, 34th, 
and sist. The left flank of the 51st was on the Arras—Lens road, 
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whence the Canadians carried the line northwards to just south 
of Souchez. Amongst the Reserve Divisions were the 17th and 
soth. 

Thus the 1st and 8th East Yorkshires, of the 21st and 3rd 
Divisions respectively, were in the line on the first day of the 
operations, and the 7th and 1/4th Battalions, of the 17th and Soth 
Divisions, were in reserve. : 

The 1st East Yorkshires were at Fouquieres when 1917 dawned, 
and remained there until the 29th January when they moved to 
Wormhoudt. From the latter place they marched, on 11th 
February, to Esquelbecq where the Battalion entrained for 
Béthune. On the 13th they took over front-line trenches in the 
Cambrian sector and for three or four weeks trench warfare, in 
abominable conditions, when in the forward area, and the provision 
of working parties when out of the front line, kept the Battalion 
busy. But the 21st Division had received orders to concentrate 
at Arras for the coming offensive, and on 6th March the East 
Yorkshires (in Brigade) moved by route march from the Béthune 
area southwards until Le Souich was reached. Here some days 
were spent in work of an unusual and (for infantrymen) uncommon 
nature, 1.¢., the felling of trees, wattling and fascine making. From 
Le Souich the rst Battalion moved on to Fosseux (20th) and Dain- 
ville (21st), reaching Berles au Bois on 29th, where the East 
Yorkshiremen billeted until 3rd April. On the latter date the 
Battalion marched out of billets to the Hamelincourt—Boisleux 
line, relieving the 15th D.L.I. 

On the 4th April the preliminary bombardment began all 
along the front of the First and Third Armies. It opened with a 
simultaneous discharge of gas from goo projectors, and the con- 
cussion was so great that (at least on the front of the 3rd Division) 
it resulted in the demolition of the front line. The storm of shell 
which fell on the enemy’s first and second trench systems was 
terrible: the wire entanglements were torn and blown to pieces 
and the hostile trenches demolished ; the terror-stricken Germans 
taking to their deep dug-outs where they remained, without relief 
and even cut off from their ration parties. Captured prisoners 


subsequently testified to the enormous damage done by the. 


British guns during the preliminary bombardment, and to its 
demoralising effects. 

The rst East Yorkshires did not attack until the afternoon of 
the 9th April. On sth April the Battalion had taken up positions 
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along a deep sunken road leading from Henin to St. Leger, a mile 
or so from the Hindenburg Line. At night the whole of the 64th 
Brigade (21st Division) turned out to dig “ jumping-off ” trenches 
for the great offensive to begin on gth April. These trenches were 
about 700 yards from the German line, in front of which the hostile 
wire entanglements were a marvel of thickness (three belts) and 
ingenuity. April 8th (Easter Day) was generally fine and warm, 
and everyone was excited over the coming attack on the following 
day. At 7.15 p.m. that night the 1st East Yorkshires moved off 
to the “ jumping-off ” trenches, just below the German wire. 

Dawn on gth April was signalled by a terrific crash as the 
guns began the final bombardment. The shells shrieked and 
howled over the heads of the East Yorkshiremen as they crouched 
in their trenches. Instead of the beautiful sunny weather of the 
previous day, a biting wind now swept the bare plain of Artois, 
a blinding snowstorm adding its discomforts to the already 
adverse conditions. The shivering troops crouched in their 
trenches awaiting the order to go forward, for the 64th Brigade 
had been ordered not to attack until certain objectives further 
north had been captured by neighbouring divisions. Throughout 
the whole course of a cold and miserable morning the East 
Yorkshiremen waited, and at last, between two and three in the 
afternoon, orders came to attack. 

Some hours earlier the Germans had been finally driven out 
of Heninel, on the left front of the East Yorkshires, and the 
bombardment had quietened down. The enemy’s guns had not 
retaliated and so far the rst Battalion had had no casualties. 

At about 3.50 p.m., under cover of a fresh bombardment, 
the East Yorkshires advanced in fine form over the intervening 
space between the lines of opposing trenches. The fields were 
by now thickly covered with snow. Right up to the German 
wire the Battalion advanced in perfect order and, although the 
formidable entanglements had not been thoroughly cut by the 
bombardment, there were lanes through which it was possible 
to get into the hostile trenches, and the Stokes mortars were 
brought up and quickly made other openings. It was here that 
Captain Pisa, O.C., Trench Mortar Battery, a perfectly fearless 
officer, was killed in directing the fire of his Stokes guns. 

The Battalion had attacked with ‘‘A” Company on the 
right and “‘C” Company on the left. The latter Company 
was the first to reach its objective (at 4.15 p.m.) and broke into 
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the first trench of the Hindenburg Line. ‘“ A ” Company followed 


a little later. Some men of “CC” not being sure which was 
the German first line, pushed on and ran into the divisional 
barrage then falling between the first and second German 
trenches. Several became casualties and others lay in shell holes 
between the two lines until darkness had fallen. In the first 
trench many Germans had been killed, including 1 officer. 

War has its laughable aspects, and an amusing spectacle in 
this attack was the sight of a young East Yorkshireman (an officer’s 
servant) chasing a big German round and round a circular piece 
of trench, his bayonet threatening the hind quarters of the 
frightened Teuton. 

The second German line was very strongly held and could 
not be captured. Battalions on the left of the East Yorkshires 
had been held up, and at the end of the day it was evident that 
the rst Battalion was in the air, occupying a few hundred yards 
of trench in the Hindenburg first line, with no British troops 
either on their immediate right or left. But fortunately the 
enemy made no counter-attack that night, and the work of 
consolidation proceeded rapidly, all companies lending a hand. 

Late on the afternoon of roth April snow began to fall again, 
and at dusk the enemy launched a sudden counter-attack against 
the East Yorkshires. He attacked on both flanks of the Battalion, 
which had remained in the air, threw quantities of bombs over 
the barricades which separated the British and German trenches, 
and, after clearing out the sentries by means of small bombs, 
leaped the barricades. With both their flanks exposed the 
East Yorkshiremen had to give ground and retire to their old 
“jumping-off” line. Though surrounded on three sides the 
gallant 1st Battalion had held its ground for 24 hours before 
being driven back. The enemy did not follow, being contented 
with regaining his old first line. Late that night the East York- 
shires were relieved by the Ist Lincolns and the Battalion marched 
back to shelters in a deep sunken road near Boisleux-St. Mare. 

Subsequent events showed that the 1st East Yorkshires were 
the only troops who had breached the Hindenburg Line on 
the gth April, a feat which drew congratulatory telegrams from 
the Commander-in-Chief and others. 

The casualties of the 1st Battalion in this Battle were severe. 
The Battalion had gone into action with a strength of 19 officers 
and §21 other ranks: it came out of the operation with roughly 
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half that number. Of the officers, 2nd Lieutenants W. W. Green, 
G. Holmes, B. V. Jalland, R. M. Morrison and B. Cookson had 
been killed. Captains E. B. Robinson and E. F. Pipe and 2nd 
Lieutenants W. E. Greenslade, J. Varley, J. F. A. Hall, B. H. 
Hogan, G. O. Laurens and G. Desborough were wounded. In 
other ranks the losses were 44 killed, wounded 149, missing 81. 
Total 13 officers and 274 other ranks. 

The 1st Battalion was not again engaged in the First Battle 
of the Scarpe. 

North of the 21st Division, and east of Arras, the attacking 
divisions had driven deeply into the German lines on gth April. 
The 3rd Division, from west of Tilloy-leis-Mofflaines, and the 
flanking divisions had made splendid progress, pushing far beyond 
their original “‘ jumping-off ” lines. 

The 3rd Division had moved up to the Arras area in February, 
taking over front-line trenches west of Tilloy. The 8th East 
Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel J. N. de la Perrelle) spent several tours 
in the St. Sauveur defences previous to the Arras offensive, but 
had a short period of training at Hauteville before Zero day. 

The period of training was concluded on 4th April and before 
the 8th East Yorkshires marched off to Wanquetin the C.O. 
inspected and addressed the Battalion, asking both officers and 
men to put their backs into their work during the forthcoming 
operations. The next day the Battalion spent the morning in 
dumping their blankets, packs, etc., and then, like knights errant 
of old, attended Holy Communion before Battle. On the 6th the 
Battalion left Wanquetin for the Auckland Caves, Arras. All 
ranks were in good spirits and as they reached the starting-point 
the divisional bands struck up “‘ Take me back to Blighty.” That 
was the spirit of 1917, but coming generations may be forgiven 
for not knowing that “ Blighty ”’ meant England. 

It was 2 a.m. on 7th before the 8th East Yorkshires reached the 
Caves, a miserable, cheerless place. But the spirits of neither 
officers nor men were to be dampened by their nasty surroundings 
as the Battalion Diary for the 7th April shows: “ Cold, dark and 
gloomy was our dwelling-place. However we made the best of it. 
Conference at Brigade H.Q. at 11 a.m. Otherwise nothing to 
report. Companies held concerts in the evening. Everyone full 
of ‘ buck.” Up above our guns were knocking holes into Ger- 
many!” Good man! the Adjutant who wrote that: he, at least, 
had no qualms of conscience in departing from dry-as-dust official 
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language. Would there had been more like him. And on the 
8th April this same officer did not hesitate to write in the Battalion 
Diary “ To-morrow is ‘ Der Tag’ (‘ The Day’). ” 

Sleep that night was impossible for not only were the guns 
roaring all the while, but first the 76th Brigade and then the 
gth Brigade moved up during the evening to their assembly 
positions, and they went forward through the caves occupied by 
the East Yorkshiremen. And at 2 a.m. on gth the East Yorkshires 
likewise moved into position in the assembly trenches, ready for 
** Zero ” hour. 

The 76th Brigade was to capture the first objective (the German 
first, or Black line), the 9th Brigade the second objective (the 
German second or Blue Line), and the 8th Brigade the third 
objective (the German third, or Brown Line). The German 
third system was the Wancourt—Feuchy line between the northern 
and southern divisional boundaries. 

By 4.30 a.m. the East Yorkshires and the 1st R.S. Fusiliers 
of the 8th Brigade were ready in their assembly trenches. Bridges 
and ladders were in position and all arrangements had been 
completed for the attack. The 76th Brigade, in front, was going 
over at 5.30 a.m. 

The guns had ceased firing at 4 a.m., but at §.30 a.m. our 
worthy Adjutant records that “‘ Off go all the guns, guns, and more 
guns, everywhere.” And the attack began. By 7 a.m. the 76th 
Brigade had captured the entire German first-line system. The 
gth Brigade, following and attacking through the 76th Brigade, 
were similarly successful in clearing the enemy front and capturing 
his second line. By 9.30 a.m. Tilloy had been wrested from the 
enemy and “ mopped up,” though snipers were still hidden in and 
around the village, the Bois de Boeufs cleared and the Harp, 
a powerfully-defended system of trenches on the southern out- 
skirts of Tilloy, captured. It was now the turn of the 8th Brigade 
to go through to the third objective—the Wancourt—Feuchy 
line. 

At 10.40 a.m. the 8th Brigade advanced from their assembly 
trenches to pass through the gth Brigade at Zero plus 6 hours, 
40 minutes. The Ist Royal Scots and 7th K.S.L.I. led, followed 
by the 8th East Yorkshires and the 2nd R.S. Fusiliers in support. 
Hostile shell fire was not then heavy and there were very few dead 
lying about, and what there were were mostly Germans. Practically 
all the enemy dead were killed or buried alive in deep dug-outs, 
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caught like rats in a trap in their underground defences whither 
they had betaken themselves during the final intense bombardment. 

Just before Battalion H.Q. of the East Yorkshires reached 
the Harp, 2nd Lieutenant J. M. Tyrrell was killed by a sniper. 

The advance continued without being held up, but soon 
the whole of the 8th Battalion had been absorbed into the front 
line, the C.O. establishing his H.Q. in some gun pits on the 
Wancourt Road. Many prisoners, who made no effort to conceal 
their satisfaction at being captured, were met marching back 
to the cages. . 

At last, however, the inevitable occurred: the line was held 
up by cross machine-gun fire. By this time 4 more officers of 
the East Yorkshires—2nd Lieutenants James, Wilson, Sharman 
and Currie—had become casualties. The Brown Line had not 
been captured, and the afternoon was drawing toa close. Another 
attack was organised and launched at 7 p.m. but failed, machine-gun 
fire from Feuchy holding up the infantry and causing many 
casualties. In this attempt 2nd Lieutenant W. Hoyle was killed. 
At night several more casualties were reported during the day’s 
operations: 2nd Lieutenant F. H. Prince nad been killed during 


the afternoon and 2nd Lieutenant Watson wounded, and 


C.S.M. Appleby killed in the Bois de Boeufs. Throughout the 
night the enemy made no attempt to counter-attack, and at 
2 am. on Ioth the 8th Brigade was ordered to attack the 
Brown Line at 8.15 a.m. Zero hour was, however, finally 
postponed until 12 noon. 

At 11.45 a.m, the guns opened fire on the enemy’s position, 
and at Zero hour the K.S.L.I., R. Scots Fusiliers, Royal Scots 
and 8th East Yorkshires, in that order from left to right, advanced. 
The enemy fled and by 12.30 p.m. the Brown Line had been 
taken, the East Yorkshires taking 50 prisoners. But again several 
officers became casualties: 2nd Lieutenant E. T. Elliott was 
killed, 2nd Lieutenants Southwell and Franks were wounded, 
the former dying later. Throughout the 11th the East York- 
shires, with other battalions, held on to the Brown Line, but 
did not move. Two more officers—znd Lieutenants Moore and 
Preddle—were wounded, which left only 3 officers with the 
Battalion. The weather was terrible, snow, rain and an icy 
wind swept over the trenches and the troops were getting “ done.” 
Later in the day 4 officers joined the Battalion—a welcome 
addition. Still, on the 12th the East Yorkshiremen did not move, 
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though Wancourt and Guemappe were entered by patrols. On 
the 13th the gth Brigade attacked Guemappe with Vis-en-Artois 
as the final objective. But the attack was a failure, and at night, 
and in the early hours of 14th April, the 3rd Division was relieved, 
the East Yorkshires marching out of the Brown Line and reaching 
Arras between 2 and 3 a.m. 

The 7th East Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel G. East King), 
with other battalions of the soth Brigade, was at Agnez-les- 
Duisans when the battle opened at 5.30 a.m. on gth, and 
remained “standing to” until the order to move came through 
at 3.15 p.m. The 17th Division was attached to the Cavalry 
Corps, and its rdle was to follow the cavalry when they moved 
forward after the initial attack. 

At about 6.30 p.m. the soth Brigade reached the outskirts 
of Arras and received orders to bivouac, the unfortunate 7th 
spending the night in a field swept by a heavy snowstorm. In 
the morning (roth) the Brigade moved into Arras and billeted, 
but made no further move until 11th, when the soth Brigade 
was ordered to relieve the 44th Brigade north and north-west 
of Monchy le Preux during the night. In a blinding snowstorm 
the 7th East Yorkshires left Arras at 4.10 p.m. and marched 
along the Cambrai road, halting finally in a field for some hours 
before it was possible to carry out the relief. On 12th the 
Dorsets, the leading Battalion of the soth Brigade, attacked 
the enemy north of Monchy, and just south of the Scarpe, but 
failed to dislodge him ; the 7th East Yorkshires were then ordered 
up to relieve the Dorset men and took over the old front-line 
system, the Dorsets retiring through them. On 13th patrols 
were pushed out and the Battalion established Lewis-gun posts 
at Lone Copse and in an adjacent row of trenches. But during 
the night of the 14th/1§th the East Yorkshires (in Brigade) were 
relieved and moved back to Arras, spending the hours of darkness 
in the open in Railway Triangle, as no accommodation in billets 
was available. On 15th the Battalion moved to Blangy. The 
losses of the 7th Battalion were light during the battle—4 other 
ranks killed and 11 wounded. 

The 1/4th East Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel W. T. Wilkinson) 
did not go into the front line until 1§th April, when they moved 
up from Arras to Harp Trench in support. 

Thus ended the First Battle of the Scarpe. 
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THE SECOND BATTLE OF THE SCARPE, 1917. 
23rd—25th April.* 


The group Battles in France and Flanders usually resulted 
in the greatest gains being obtained during the initial operations : 
it was so in the First Battle of the Scarpe. The British line had 
been rolled 4 miles further east to the high ground east of Arras, 
which with all its dominating features, formed the immediate 
objective of the attack ; and more than 13,000 German prisoners 
and over 200 guns had been taken. Also, the enemy’s reserves 
had been largely drawn from the south where the French were on 
the point of launching their attack. On the 16th the French 
launched their main attack on the Aisne and preparations were 
made to continue the British attack on the Arras front on 2Ist 
April. But bad weather again interfered and it was not until 
23rd that the Second Battle of the Scarpe, 1917, began. 

Three Battalions of the Regiment—1/4th, 7th, and 8th took 
part in the Battle, which began at 4.45 a.m. on a front of about 
g miles from Croisilles to Gavrelle. Only two Battalions—1/4th 
and 7th—were, however, actually engaged with the enemy, the 
8th remaining with other units of the 8th Brigade in support. 

On the night of 21st April the 1/4th East Yorkshires on the 
right and 4th Green Howards on the left, moved up into the 
front line. The soth Division at this period was holding a sector 
of the line west of Cherisy and east of Wancourt, with the 30th 
and 15th Divisions on the right and left respectively. The 150th 
Brigade was the assaulting Brigade of the 5oth Division, the objec- 
tive being the high ground north-west of Cherisy. 

Zero hour was fixed at 4.45 a.m. 

The jumping-off line of the 1/4th East Yorkshires was astride 
the Wancourt-Cherisy road, with the right flank of the Battalion 
in the neighbourhood of the ruins of Wancourt Tower. There 
was only a single trench here in which to accommodate the first 
line, the second line was lying down close behind the parados. 
Three Companies—“ B,” “A” and “ D” (from right to left)— 
were to make the attack with “‘C” in support. Each attacking 
company had two platoons in the first line and two in the second. 
In this formation the Battalion was ready to advance behind the 
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® The official date is from 23rd-24th April, but it will be seen that the Battle was — 


still in progress on 25th April. 
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barrage which opened at 4.45 a.m. Four minutes before the 
attack was timed to begin a couple of tanks nosed their way to the 
front and moved slowly in a north-easterly direction. 

At Zero there was a crash as the barrage opened from 84 
18-pdrs. and 30 4.§ howitzers. The waiting troops jumped to 
their feet and moved off towards the enemy’s positions. Within 
two minutes of the advance red stars from the enemy’s trenches 
began to burst in the sky over the Divisional front and soon the 
German guns were heavily shelling the line of advance. 

A hundred yards distant from their own trenches the East 
Yorkshiremen ran into the British barrage, which was moving too 
slowly, and at once serious casualties were suffered. In the two 
flank Companies it was not long before every officer had been either 
killed or wounded, whilst many N.C.Os. and other ranks had been 
hit. The enemy’s machine-gun fire also began to make itself felt. 
With every officer and nearly all their N.C.O. leaders gone, the 
flank Companies were in some confusion and there was a slight 
loss of direction. “ A’? Company in the centre, however, pushed 
on unchecked and reached a point about Ioo yards east of a small 
wood along the Guemappe-Cherisy road. This Company had 
lost heavily in the advance, for the wood had been held in some 
strength by the enemy and had to be cleared before the advance 
could be continued. When this was accomplished the survivors of 
‘“* A” pushed on and dug in east of the Wood. A party of “B” 
reached the first objective and dug in, facing south-east towards 
Cherisy. 

Meanwhile a mixed party of men of “D,” “A” and “B” 
Companies had encountered a battery of 77 mm. guns, just south- 
west of the wood, which were promptly captured. The situation 
of the East Yorkshiremen was now serious. Only three officers 
and two hundred other ranks remained. The Battalion was out of 
touch with the 4th Green Howards on the left, whilst neither the 
30th Division, on the right, nor the 15th, on the left, had made 
progress. ‘The 1/4th and the Green Howards were therefore 
“in the air” and exposed to hostile counter-attacks which would 
certainly be made ere long. 

About 7 a.m. the enemy launched a vigorous counter-attack 
from the direction of Cherisy and from Vis-en-Artois. The Green 
Howards, on the left of the 1/4th East Yorkshires who had already 
lost heavily, were forced back by the weight of this attack, leaving 
the East Yorkshiremen in a desperate situation. The Diary of the 
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1/4th states that: “The Battalion was quickly surrounded,” 
but apparently not all the officers or men were captured, for later 
the Brigade reports that the 1/4th East Yorkshires ‘‘ are back 
in original line.”” Such was the situation just before noon. The 
guns captured from the enemy were retaken by him, but he had 
lost some hundreds of prisoners of whom the 1/4th took many.® 
The total casualties in killed, wounded and missing suffered by the 
1/4th East Yorkshires were 17 officers and 352 other ranks. 

The remnants of the Battalion on reaching their original 
trenches were placed under the orders of the 8th D.L.I. and 
remained in the front line until midnight when Brigade H.Q. 
ordered them back into reserve. At 9g p.m. on 24th the Battalion, 
or all that remained of it, marched back to Arras and billeted in 
the town. On the 25th the trench strength of the Battalion, includ- 
ing details left in Arras during the operations, was only 10 officers 
and 215 other ranks. 

In the meantime the 8th East Yorkshires of the 8th Brigade, 
3rd Division, were some distance in left rear of the 1/4th Battalion. 
The 3rd Division was in Corps Reserve, but on 23rd April the 
8th Brigade was placed at the disposal of the 15th Division and 
under orders to move forward if required at 30 minutes’ notice. 
At 2.15 p.m., after the attack had made progress, the Brigade 
marched out of Arras to assembly trenches north and south of the 
Cambrai road near Tilloy village and The Harp. The 8th East 
Yorkshires took over Glengarry Trench, but the Battalion had 
hardly settled down when orders were received to move up to the 
Brown Linef which position was reached about 6.20 p.m. At 
4-15 p.m. on 24th the 1§th Division again attacked the enemy 
and succeeded in retaining Guemappe, more prisoners being taken. 
That night the 8th East Yorkshires took over a portion of the Brown 
Line north of the Cambrai road. On the 25th hostile shell fire 
was heavy but few casualties were suffered. On 26th the Battalion 
moved to deep dug-outs off the Feuchy road, but even here the 
noise of the battle was terrific. Ceaselessly, night and day, the 
British guns pounded the enemy’s trenches and positions, and sleep 
for the troops was impossible and a note of sarcasm creeps into the 
Battalion Diary as the Diarist records that: “ we are told we are 
‘in excellent rest billets!” ” 


® Although the gallant efforts of the 4th Green Howards and 1/4th East Yorkshires 
were subsequently nullified by the enemy’s counter-attack fresh troops of the r5rst 
Brigade were brought up and all objectives were eventually captured by the 8th D.L.I. 
t The Wancourt-Feuchy line. 
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The 7th East Yorkshires did not attack the enemy until the 
25th. The 51st Brigade launched the attack of the 17th Division 
at 4.45 a.m. on the 23rd, the soth Brigade remaining in support. 
This attack, aimed at Bayonet and Rifle Trenches running north 
of Monchy le Preux down the slopes of the hill towards the River 
Scarpe, was unsuccessful, and at 2.30 p.m. orders were received for 
the soth Brigade to repeat the attack. At 5.45 p.m. the 7th East 
Yorkshires moved up to the original front line in the sunken road 
and, passing through a heavy barrage on the way, suffered several 
casualties. 

Ten minutes later the West Yorkshires and Dorsets (Soth 
Brigade) attacked the enemy, but while the attack was in progress 
word was received that Roeux and the woods west of it across the 
River had been lost, as a result of which the enemy was enabled 
to bring heavy enfilade fire on the troops of the soth Brigade as 
they attacked Bayonet Trench, and the attack failed. The 7th East 
Yorkshires and 7th Green Howards then took over the front line, 
the dispositions of the former being “‘ A’ Company on the right, 
““C”’ in the centre and “ B ” on the left as far as a stop which had 
been formed in Bayonet Trench. This move took place at 1.30 
a.m. on 24th. No general attack took place during the 24th April, 


but at 11.30 a.m. orders were issued to O.C., “ B” Company, ~ 


to make a strong and determined bombing attack up Bayonet 
Trench with the object of capturing that and Rifle Trenches. The 
attack was to begin as soon after I p.m. as possible, the Stokes 
mortars of the §ist Brigade T.M.B. assisting. 

But again the attack failed—failed not only because of the 
heavy hostile artillery, machine-gun and rifle fire which met the 
gallant East Yorkshiremen, but chiefly for the reason that the 
enemy had filled in with earth part of Bayonet Trench, which 
compelled the attackers to “ go over” in the open. They thus 
became excellent targets for the enemy’s snipers and machine 
gunners who were very much on the alert. Moreover, when the 
filled-in part of the trench was negotiated, another part further 
up was found blocked with barbed wire beyond which a well- 
protected machine gun with its German crew waited for the 
attackers. 

During this bombing attack Captain H. W. Brooke, O.C., 
**B ” Company, was mortally wounded. 

On the failure of the bombing attack the Divisional artillery 
heavily bombarded Bayonet Trench from its junction with 
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Rifle Trench, but the attack was not immediately renewed, 
though fresh preparations were made for an attempt by troops 
of the 52nd Brigade (in which the 7th East Yorkshires and 7th 
Green Howards were to co-operate) on 25th. 

This attack was launched at 3.30 a.m. on 25th, the East York- 
shires lending bombing support by fighting their way up Bayonet 
Trench. 

Though meeting with strong opposition all the way the 
East Yorkshires succeeded in bombing their way as far as the 
junction of Bayonet and Rifle Trenches, lending efficient support 
to the gth West Ridings of the §2znd Brigade. But the latter 
were driven back and, the flanks of the East Yorkshires being then 
exposed, thé gallant fellows who had striven and fought so hard 
to reach their objective were forced to fall back to their original 
position. Once more the Divisional artillery plastered the 
enemy’s positions with shell, but on “B” Company sending 
out an officers’ patrol the trenches were found still held by 
the enemy in strength. 

On the night of 25th/26th April the whole front held by the 
soth Brigade was taken over by a brigade of the rath Division 
and the former marched back to Arras, though the 7th East 
Yorkshires who had been ordered to the Triangle found no 
accommodation there and had (for the second time) to spend 
the night in the open. 

The casualties suffered by the 7th Battalion were 1 officer 
killed and 3 wounded; 27 other ranks killed, 120 wounded, 
and ro missing. On the 26th the Battalion moved into Arras, 
thence to Hauteville. 


THE BATTLE OF ARLEUX. 
28th—z9th April. 


Hardly had the Second Battle of the Scarpe closed when 
the Battle of Arleux opened. From this date, however, the 
Battles of Arras, 1917, took on a somewhat different complexion. 
The First and Second Battles of the Scarpe were made to assist 
the French offensive further south, by pinning the enemy to 
the British front and to attract the enemy forces thereto. This 
had been accomplished and the operations east of Arras had by 
this time once more assumed the characteristics of a wearing-out 
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battle. But the French, on the Aisne and in Champagne, had 
met with very obstinate resistance and Sir Douglas Haig arranged 
to continue his offensive until his Allies had attained their object : 
hence the Battle of Arleux and Third Battle of the Scarpe with 
the subsequent operations at Roeux and Oppy Wood. 

To three Battalions of the East Yorkshire Regiment—8th, 
11th and 13th—belong the honour of being in the area of the 
Battle of Arleux, though none were engaged with the enemy. 

On the 26th April the 8th East Yorkshires had moved to 
deep dug-outs off the Feuchy road. The following night the 
enemy plastered the neighbourhood of Battalion H.Q. with shell, 
the Adjutant recording plaintively that this ‘‘ was most 
upsetting ”: to have to sit and contemplate death or mutilation 
every moment is certainly disconcerting. He also recorded that 
there was more “noise” on that particular day. But the next 
morning, the 28th, the day of the opening of the battle, the 
weather being fine, he rejoices, calling it a ‘holy blessing.” 
Out in front of the 8th East Yorkshires troops of the 12th Division 
were attacking Rifle and Bayonet Trenches, partially capturing 
their objectives. The 8th “stood to” again during this attack, 
moving later to the Brown Line. The condition of the Battalion 
is thus summed up by our Adjutant: “ Things are fairly ‘O.K.’ 
with us!” 

The 29th was again fine, sunny and warm. A quiet morning 
was followed by a noisy afternoon, shells howled and shrieked as 
they passed overhead, or deafened the waiting East Yorkshiremen 
when they exploded not far.off. Company Commanders went 
up to reconnoitre the trenches and approaches during the 
afternoon. The Feuchy line was then being heavily shelled by 
the enemy’s guns, especially Monchy, Fosses Farm and the 
Monchy defences. Captain Hayes (“ D” Company) was killed, 
2nd Lieutenant Brittain wounded, 3 other ranks killed, and 
2 wounded by shell fire. At night on 30th the 8th East Yorkshires 
relieved the 1st R.S.F. in the front line. 

Of the four Battalions of the East Yorkshire Regiment forming 
the g2nd Brigade, 31st Division, only two were in the battle 
area. The Brigade left the Robecq area on 8th April and moved 
to Allouagne, thence on 11th to Bruay and Camblain Chatelain, 
on 14th to Dieval where on 23rd two Battalions were ordered to 
move up to the 2nd Divisional area for work on the roads. The 
znd Division then held a sector east of Bailleul. 
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The rith and 13th East Yorkshires were detailed for this 
duty and moved to Ecurie. The 11th Battalion then went up 
to the old British second line, 500 yards north-east of Roclincourt, 
the 13th Battalion moving out to the Cross, east of Ecurie. 

On the 28th, when the battle opened, two Companies of 
the 13th East Yorkshires were in trenches in the Pont du Jour- 
Farbus line, attached to the ggth Brigade, 2nd Division. ‘They 
were joined later in the day by the 11th Battalion which took 
up a position on the right of the 13th Battalion. On the previous 
day whilst at work on the Arras-Bailleul road, 2nd Lieutenant 
Thackray of the 11th Battalion was wounded. 

On the 29th at 10.30 a.m. one Company of the 13th went up 
to join the 22nd R.F. of the 2nd Division, north-east of Bailleul, 
and during the night 29th/3oth the g2nd Brigade, as a whole, 
relieved the ggth Brigade in front of Oppy. 
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THE THIRD BATTLE OF THE SCARPE, 1917. 


3rd—sth May. 


On the 3rd May the last of the Battles of Arras, 1917, opened. 
The attack resembled that of 28th April in character, the 
opposing forces contesting fiercely every inch of ground. The 
front of attack was roughly 16 miles from west of Fontaine-lez- 
Croissiles to Fresnoy, Sir Douglas Haig, having extended his 
active front in order to assist French operations further south, 
due to begin on the 5th May. 

The Third Battle of the Scarpe, 1917, is of special interest 
to all East Yorkshiremen, for the third Victoria Cross won for 
the Regiment was gained by a young officer in the terrible struggle 
for Oppy Wood. 

Six Battalions of the Regiment are entitled to place the 
operations between 3rd and 5th May, 1917, amongst their 
Battle Honours. They are the Ist, 8th, roth, 11th, 12th and 
13th, though only the 8th, roth, 11th and 12th were actively 
engaged with the enemy. 

The Ist East Yorkshires (21st Division), after their hard 
fighting on 11th April, had moved back from Boisleux au Mont 
to Adinfer, thence successively to Mercatel and Boyelles. On 
25th the Battalion was in Brigade Reserve on the road between 
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moved up to the Hindenburg Line to support the gth K.O.Y.L.I., 


who, having been ordered to establish themselves in the line 
were making a bombing attack down the trench system towards 
the Sensee River. On the western outskirts of Fontaine-lez- 
Croisilles there was a sunken road running north-east to south-west 
which cut through the Hindenburg Line, and here the K.O.Y.L.I. 
had established blocks which “ A” and “ B” Companies of the 
East Yorkshires took over on 28th, “‘C”’ Company supporting 
“A,” and “D” supporting “ B.” About 7.30 a.m. on 29th 
the enemy suddenly attacked this block and “‘ B ”? was temporarily 
forced to withdraw. An immediate counter-attack, however, 
recaptured the block. But the enemy was evidently determined 
to eject the East Yorkshiremen, for two more attacks were made 
on “ B” Company’s block, each for the time being successful. 
Nevertheless, immediate counter-attacks restored the situation, 
and at the end of the day the gallant 1st Battalion held the line 
intact. Three officers were wounded in this affair, and in other 
ranks the losses were 7 killed and 45 wounded. 

The 1st East Yorkshires were in Brigade Reserve on 3rd May 
when the 62nd Brigade of the 21st Division attacked the enemy 
west of Fontaine-lez-Croisilles, the line of advance being from 
north-west to south-west. But the enemy clung tenaciously to 
his position and at the end of the day the situation was the same 
as at Zero hour—3.4§ a.m. At 8.15 that night the East Yorkshires 
moved forward and relieved the 1§th D.L.I., the attacking 
Battalion, in the Hindenburg Line, remaining in that position 
throughout the 4th and until relieved on the 5th by the 
Durhams. 

The 8th East Yorkshires had relieved the Ist Royal Scots 
in the front line on the night of 3oth April/1st May. ‘The line 
taken over was on a north and south line immediately east of 
Monchy-le-Preux, thence round the south-eastern exits of the 
village.* It was a noisy part of the line and Monchy was heavily 
shelled intermittently throughout the rst May. 

Continuing the line from south to north the main objectives 
of the Third Army (Fontaine-lez-Croisilles has already been 
given) were Cherisy, St. Rohart Factory, Bois du Vert, Bois du 
Sart, Plouvain Station, Square Wood. The Bois du Vert and 
Bois du Sart, to be attacked by the 8th Brigade, lay east of Monchy. 
The 2nd Royal Scots (right) and the 1st R.S. Fusiliers (left) 

* 0.7.b.2.9.—0.7.b.6.9.—O.1.d.6.4.—O.1,b.6.6. 
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were the attacking troops of the Brigade, the 7th K.S.L.I. (right) 
and 8th East Yorkshires (left) being in support. 

The night of znd May was spent in final preparations and in 
moving up to assembly positions. The weather was warm and 
fine; the morning had been quiet and uneventful, though 
Monchy was treated to its usual dose of shelling. The Divisional 
artillery responded by subjecting the German batteries to a heavy 
gas-shell bombardment. At night, whilst reliefs were taking place 
and the attacking troops were moving up, the enemy retaliated. 
The air was thick with the pungent smell of gas and smoke from 
bursting shells. The whole area was an inferno; indeed, as a 
diarist said, “‘ It was a horrible night, quite one of the worst at 
this period.” 

The attack began at 3.45 a.m. on 3rd, the enemy quickly 
replying with his barrage. The 8th East Yorkshires were formed 
up behind the Royal Scots Fusiliers. The 7th K.S.L.I. were on 
the right of the East Yorkshiremen. 

Intense darkness prevailed at Zero hour and no sooner had 
the British barrage fallen on the German trenches, and the 
assaulting troops had begun their advance, than the sky was lit 
up by scores of white Very lights. The hostile barrage fell 
IO minutes after the British barrage, was heavy, and before the 
Battalion left the assembly positions znd Lieutenant G. C. Knee 
was killed. 

From the storm of machine-gun and rifle bullets which met 
the advance it was obvious that the barrage had neither silenced 
the enemy’s machine guns nor reduced his riflemen to impotence. 
Tool Trench was found strongly held and from Infantry Hill 
a murderous machine-gun fire was maintained with the result 
that the Royal Scots and Royal Scots Fusiliers suffered heavy 
casualties and the attack was early brought to a standstill. 

Again and again gallant efforts were made to get forward. 
Along the southern front of the line an advance of only a few 
yards was made; in the centre the situation was very little 
better and still further to the north the continuation of Tool 
Trench was reached and passed. 

In the darkness the troops soon became scattered and 
disorganised and in parties of twos and threes found shelter 
in shell holes. Whenever they attempted to leave the holes 
and advance they were met bya hail of bullets. In one part 
of the battlefield a number of men found themselve: isolated 
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8rx BN. with the enemy to the west of them; they managed to crawl 

3xp May. back to their outpost line, the friendly darkness covering their 
retirement. The net result of the attack was the establishment 
of a line of posts out in front of the Brigade sector. 

The 8th East Yorkshires lost heavily in this attack. The 
Rev. Captain C. W. Mitchell (“ our good padre’) fell mortally 
wounded during the afternoon. Utterly forgetful of his own self, 
bent only upon carrying out his duty and in responding to the 
call of his Holy Order, this gallant clergyman was out under 
heavy shell fire attending to wounded men when he received his 
fatal wound. Other officers killed were 2nd Lieutenants H. M. 
Dalton, A. J. Cox, F. T. McIntyre and J. M. Bibby; 2nd Lieu- 
tenant W. Price was wounded, and died of his wounds; 2nd 
Lieutenant Le Breton Edwards was wounded. In other ranks 
the losses were 35 killed, 161 wounded, 39 missing. 

During the night of the 3rd/4th the Royal Scots Fusiliers 
(whose casualties had been very heavy) were replaced in the 
front line by the 8th East Yorkshires and, in view of further 
operations, the Battalion received orders to reorganise. ‘Through- 

4m May. out the 4th wounded were collected from No Man’s Land under 
the Red Cross Flag. The Germans were similarly engaged, both 
sides refraining from firing while the work of mercy proceeded. 
At nightfall the Battalion reorganised and work on posts and 
trenches was begun. 

No mention is made in the official despatches of the attack 
carried out on Gavrelle and Oppy by the 31st Division, yet hard 
fighting took place in this sector during the Third Battle of the 
Scarpe, many gallant lives were lost and at least one Victoria 
Cross was won, and that by 2nd Lieutenant J. Harrison, M.C., 
of the 11th (S.) Battalion, East Yorkshire Regiment. 

rors, 11TH, The attack of the 31st Division was carried out by the 93rd 
apa Bus. Brigade on the right (Gavrelle) and the g2nd on the left (Oppy). 
The assaulting battalions of the East Yorkshire Regiment of the 
latter Brigade were the roth (Lieut-Colonel C. C. Stapledon) 
on the right, 11th (Lieut.-Colonel S. H. Ferrand) in the centre, 
and 12th (Lieut.-Colonel C. H. Gurney) on the left: the 13th 
Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel R. H. Dewing) was in reserve. Each 
battalion was on a three-company frontage in four waves. The 
gznd Brigade had relieved the ggth Brigade (znd Division) in 
jorn Apa! front of Oppy on the night 30th April/1st May, with orders to 
ist May. — attack the wood and village at about 4 a.m. on 3rd May. 
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The enemy’s defences in the Oppy sector were of a very power- 
ful nature. The wood, in itself, was an admirable protection to 
the village, for it covered the latter from attack from the west. 
But in front of the wood was a well-organised system of trenches, 
well wired, with numerous communications which covered Oppy 
from flanking attacks and practically enclosed both the wood and 
the village in a veritable maze of defences. The wood contained 
a large number of machine-gun posts and all along the German 
front lines machine guns and mortars were well placed to repel 
any attack from the west. Altogether the East Yorkshiremen were 
confronted by an extremely difficult task. Moreover, Oppy Wood 
and Village were held by German Guardsmen,* some of the 
bravest of the enemy’s troops. 

At 11.30 p.m, the roth East Yorkshires moved up to their 
assembly positions, a new trench which had been dug by the 
2nd Division before the Battle of Arleux which had taken place on 
the 28th/z9th April. The northern boundary of the frontage 
of attack allotted to the Battalion was along the southern, edge 
of Oppy Wood to Oppy Support Trench: the southern bounds 
were along Link Trench to Oppy Support Trench. ‘The latter 
trench ran from north-west to south-east about 200 yards east of 
the village. The move forward was carried out in brilliant moon- 
light and was apparently observed by the enemy who, however, 
did not open fire immediately. The Battalion was in position before 
midnight. 

The 11th Battalion left the trenches on the ridge between 
Bailleul and Roclincourt at g p.m. and, moving via the small- 
gauge railway running due east of the former village, met guides 
provided by the 13th Battalion who led the Companies to their 
respective assembly positions facing Oppy Wood. At one point 
the march up crossed a rise less than 1,000 yards from the German 
trenches and with the moon behind them the East Yorkshiremen 
must have been silhouetted against the skyline. Also, while assem- 
bling, German Verey lights fell west of the Companies as they took 
up their allotted positions. The line of assembly was only from 
100 to 200 yards away from and parallel with, the western edge of 
Oppy Wood. The frontage of attack of the 11th Battalion was 
Oppy Wood and Village and Oppy Support Trench beyond. 

The 12th East Yorkshires moved up at II p.m. over quite 
unknown country to their assembly trenches on the left of the 

* 1st and 2nd Guard (R.) Divisions. 
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11th Battalion. Their frontage of attack included a portion of 
Fresnoy Trench, Crucifix Trench, Crucifix Lane and finally 
Oppy Support Trench. 

Zero hour had been fixed for 3.45 a.m. but twice before that 
hour the enemy very heavily barraged the front line. , Reports 
are conflicting as to the actual time this barrage fell, the roth 
East Yorkshires reporting it as 12.30 a.m. and the Brigade as 
1.40 a.m. The former also states that the first barrage lasted only 
20 minutes, while the latter states that it continued for some time. 
The roth Battalion also records the second hostile barrage as 
beginning at 1.20 a.m. and continuing until Zero hour, while the 
Brigade Diary says that it opened at 2.55 a.m. and went on until 
4 minutes before Zero. 

The results of these barrages were not serious so far as casualties 
were concerned, but they caused some confusion as several 
platoons moved so as to avoid the intense part of the barrage. 
Indeed, owing to the barrage “ D” and “ A’? Companies of the 
11th Battalion could not form up properly, though they were more 
or less in their correct positions and when Zero hour arrived they 
had been lying out in the open for just over two hours. 

At 3.4§ a.m. there was a roar as the British barrage opened: it 
was timed to advance at 100 yards per 4 minutes. Almost imme- 
diately the German guns replied and soon clouds of smoke and dust 
added their pall to that of darkness, and it was impossible to see 
when the barrage lifted from the German trenches. With shells 
bursting all round them, the air whistling with machine-gun and 
rifle bullets, and all the infernal din of the battlefield deafening 
their ears, into the clouds of dust and smoke the advancing troops 
disappeared. On the right the 1oth East Yorkshires found the 
German front line strongly held. The assaulting Companies 
had gone forward behind their barrage, but ere they reached the 
hostile lines the curtain of fire had lifted and they were at once 
subjected to heavy machine-gun and rifle fire. Hacking at the 
barbed-wire entanglements where they had not been cut by the 
guns, or rushing through gaps which had been made, a considerable 
number of men of the roth Battalion undoubtedly got into and 
beyond the first German line: some even penetrated to the first 
objective, and one gallant man brought back eight prisoners to his 
own credit. All four Company Commanders had become casualties 
and the smoke and dust, added to the darkness, made it impossible 
to see what was going on on the flanks and, indeed, blotted out 
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the objectives. In the struggle for the German first line the 
barrage had been lost, and it was rolling on far ahead by the time 
that small parties of men had penetrated the front system. As it 
was impossible to get forward or to consolidate the line, the 
survivors of the roth Battalion withdrew to the assembly trench 
occupied before the attack began, and to shell holes in the neigh- 
bourhood where they remained until the night of 3rd/4th May, 
for all day long the whole area was swept by artillery and machine- 
gun fire, whilst the enemy’s snipers in Oppy Wood were con- 
tinually on the watch for anyone who incautiously exposed 
himself. 

Similar conditions met the attack of the 11th East Yorkshires. 
The assaulting Companies of the Battalion had followed about 
50 yards behind the barrage, but the dust, smoke and darkness, 
added to the blackness of Oppy Wood beyond, made it impos- 
sible to tell when the screen of fire had lifted from the German 
front line. Raked by galling machine-gun fire from the posts in 
the Wood and subjected to a withering rifle fire from the hostile 
front-line trenches, admirably led by their officers, the right Com- 
pany (“‘ B”’), nevertheless, went forward bravely. The first attack 
was repulsed, but out in No Man’s Land, still under heavy fire, 
Officers and N.C.Os. re-formed their men and again led them 
forward, and again they were repulsed. A solitary platoon, smarting 
under repeated rebuffs, again attacked. This platoon was led by 
2nd Lieutenant J. Harrison who rallied his men with words of 
confidence and led them forward most gallantly. Three belts of 
thick wire had to be negotiated. From the extreme southern 
point of Oppy Wood a German machine gun was playing havoc 
amongst the platoons. Ordering his men to take shelter in shell 
holes, but to keep the machine gun under continuous rifle grenade 
fire, Harrison, carrying a Mills bomb in his hand, attempted to 
rush the gun single-handed. He had almost reached the gun 
and had just hurled his bomb at the German crew when his men 
saw him fall, face downwards. But he had accomplished his self- 
imposed task—the machine gun never fired again. For this very 
gallant deed 2nd Lieutenant Harrison was awarded the Victoria 
Cross and no man deserved it more. He had given his life 
to save others.* 

Jumping to their feet the platoon rushed on but, finding 
themselves isolated, again took shelter in shell holes, staying there 

® For official citation from the London Gazette, see Appendix V. 
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all day until nightfall when they returned to the Battalion’s 
outpost line. 

The first and second waves of the Centre Company (“C ’’) 
got into Oppy Wood and through the wood to Oppy Village. 
They were reported there by aeroplane at 6 am. But they 
were isolated, some were killed and the remainder captured. 
The left Company—which, owing to the enemy’s barrage had 
not been able to organise into waves—lost direction and penetrated 
Oppy Wood too much to the right. Every officer had become a 
casualty and many other ranks as well, a great number being 
among the “‘ missing.” 

The 12th East Yorkshires fared little better. The first wave 
of the right Company entered the German front-line trench, 
which was strongly held; the second wave followed, but was 
forced to withdraw, and eventually the first wave was beaten 
back out of the enemy’s line. 

Similarly the centre Company entered and occupied the 
German front line, but heavy counter-attacks, in which bombs 
were freely used, from the direction of the Wood and the sunken 
road, forced this Company also to beat a retreat. The left 
Company, having suffered severely from the enemy’s barrage 
before Zero hour, and having also lost its Company Commander, 
likewise obtained a footing in the German front line, but heavy 
counter-attacks forced the gallant fellows to relinquish their 
hold and they fell back to their original assembly trench. Under 
heavy shell fire, the 12th East Yorkshires remained all day 
in their original assembly trenches and were relieved during 
the night of 3rd/4th May by the rith East Lancashire 
Regiment. 

Of the 13th East Yorkshires there is little to record save 
that the Battalion supplied guides for the three other Battalions 
during the assembly operations, and on the night of 4th May 
relieved the 11th Battalion in front of Oppy Wood. 

The Diary of 92nd Brigade H.Q. gives the following details 
of the attacking strengths of all three Battalions and their 
losses* :— 


* No names of officer casualties are given in the records of roth Battalion. Of the 
rtth Battalion Capt. W. Reeve, Licutenant H. S. Staveley and 2nd Lieutenants J. 
Harrison, W. R. Ekins, B. Hutchinson and W. A. G. Purll were killed, 2 officers were 
missing and 4 wounded. Officer casualties of the 12th Battalion were Captain W. B. 
Carroll, 2nd Lieutenants A. R. Duguid, J. S. Hall, and J. E. Carrall killed, 2nd Lieu- 
tenant P. Moore died of wounds, 1 officer wounded and 4 missing. 
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roth East Yorkshires.—Attacking strength: 16 officers, 484 torn, = 117TH 
other ranks. Losses: 13 officers, 223 other ranks. fee 
11th East Yorkshires—Attacking strength, 1§ officers, 454 3/yra May. 
other ranks. Losses: 11 officers, 240 other ranks. 
12th East Yorkshires.—Attacking strength: 15 officers, 474 
other ranks. Losses: 10 officers, 307 other ranks. 
All three Battalions were most gallantly led by their officers, 
whose percentage of losses—74—was much higher. than that of 
other ranks, whose casualties were §3 per cent. 
From in front of Oppy the 92nd Brigade moved a few days 
later to the Gavrelle sub-sector, but for the remainder of May 
there is little of interest to record. 


The Capture of Roeux. 
13th-14th May. 


Two Battalions of the Regiment—7th and 8th—claim this zr ann 87H 
battle honour, but only the former took part in the attack which Bus. 
subsequently resulted in the capture of Roeux. 

The operations really began on the night of 11th May, when 
two Companies of the Dorsets of the 5oth Brigade attacked the 
enemy’s trenches immediately north of the Chemical Works in 
conjunction with an attack by the rith Brigade, 4th Division, 
on the works themselves. 

The 7th East Yorkshires were in the Barly area until znd May = 77m By. 

when the soth Brigade returned to Arras in reserve in “ Y ” Huts, 2N> May. 
near Duisans. On the gth the Brigade received orders to take 
over the trenches held by a Brigade of the gth Division in the 
front line, north of the River Scarpe. The relief was carried 
out on the nights gth/1oth and roth/11th May. Before leaving 
Arras, however, the 7th Battalion incurred serious losses by fire. 
The Battalion was billeted in a large shed in the gas works, and 
here, on the night of the 4th, officers and men had assembled 
to witness a boxing tournament. About 7.30 p.m. the roof of 
the shed suddenly burst into flames, which spread with remarkable 
rapidity. Everyone escaped from the fire, but all equipment 
(rifles, Lewis guns, $.A.A., bombs, etc.) stored in the shed was 
lost, and a number of men had to leave without tunics, puttees, etc. 
S.A.A., bombs and artillery ammunition exploded and great 
damage was done, though fortunately the Battalion suffered 
no casualties. 


7TH BN. 


2TH May. 
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The Battalion went into the front line north of the Chemical 
Works on the night of roth/11th May, and at 11 a.m. on the latter 
date orders were received for an attack on Charlie, Curley and 
Cupid Trenches on 12th by the Soth Brigade: the 52nd Brigade 
was to attack on the left of the §oth and the 4th Division on the 
right of the 17th Division. 

In the 5oth Brigade attack the 7th Green Howards were to be 
on the right and the 7th East Yorkshire Regiment on the left. 
The assembly trenches allotted to the three attacking Companies 
of the 7th East Yorkshires were Cuba and Clasp; ‘‘C” was in 
support in Clasp, with orders to occupy Cuba as soon after Zero 
as possible. 

Charlie, Cash and Curley Trenches were the first objectives, 
with Cuthbert and Cod as second objectives in which posts were 
to be established. 

Zero hour was 6.30 a.m. on the 12th May. 

By 6.20 a.m. all troops were ready in their assembly positions 
awaiting the barrage. About § a.m. two hostile aeroplanes had 
crossed from the enemy’s lines and had flown very low up and down 
over Cuba Trench, at times only about 200 yards from the ground, 
signalling to their own guns by means of Very lights. Officers 
and men were under strict orders not to fire, and as the aeroplanes 
were not fired at by the divisional guns or anti-aircraft guns the 
enemy’s observers had fine opportunities for reconnoitring the 
trenches and must have seen them full of troops ready to 
attack. 

At 6.30 a.m. the barrage fell and at once the first wave “ went 
over’ and advanced on the fringe of the curtain of fire. The 
second wave followed and the Support Company advanced from 
Clasp to Cuba. But about two seconds after Zero the enemy’s 
barrage fell on Cuba and Clasp and the communication trenches 
Chili and Clyde. Hostile machine-gun fire swept the whole 
length of Cuba Trench. The German barrage and machine- 
gun fire was deadly accurate, the range having been given them by 
their aeroplanes. Notwithstanding the terrible gruelling to which 
they were subjected, the gallant Yorkshiremen went forward and 
the first wave, despite heavy casualties, got within 15 to 20 yards 
of the first objective. Here, however, they were met by a perfect 
storm of machine-gun and rifle bullets. On the left and centre the 
attack broke down, but on the right Charlie to south of Cash and 
Cash west of Charlie were captured and this position, in the face 
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of fierce opposition, was held and consolidated. At this period 
about 190 other ranks of the East Yorkshires held Charlie, Cash, 
and the original assembly trench, Cuba. 

The hostile guns continued to shell Cuba, Clasp and Clyde 
Trenches until about 2 p.m. and from thence onwards fired 
intermittent bursts, but the East Yorkshires held on to their gains. 
On the right the Green Howards gained all their objectives. 

One incident in the attack is worthy of record: two German 
stretcher-bearers came out from Charlie about 15 yards in front 
and after attending to some wounded East Yorkshiremen carried 
them back to the hostile trenches. They were not fired upon. 
The Battalion stretcher-bearers engaged on similar work were 
not fired upon by the Germans. Only “ walking wounded ” 
were fired at. 

The losses of the 7th Battalion were heavy: only one officer 
from each of the three assaulting Companies came back, officer 
casualties being eight, with an estimated loss in other ranks of 200. 

Late that night the Green Howards rushed the German stop 
at the junction of Cupid and Curley Trenches and established a 
strong point at the junction of Cupid and Crook. 

The next morning (13th) the East Yorkshires were ordered to 
make preparations to attack and capture the remainder of Curley 
Trench, and at § p.m. orders were issued to “‘C”’ Company, 
with 40 men of “‘ A”’ to attack at 10 p.m. 

The attack was launched at 10.5 p.m., but from the moment 
they left their trenches the attackers were seen by the enemy who 
fired Very lights continually to assist their machine gunners and 
riflemen in repulsing the attack. In spite of a warm reception, 
however, the attackers got into the left of Curley, but in the centre 
and on the right the attack was beaten off. At 2.50 a.m. on 14th, 
no definite information of the attack having been received from 
the front line, ““B” and “D” Companies “ went over” to 
attack, but so heavy and accurate was the enemy’s machine-gun 
and rifle fire, aided by his Very lights, that the attack had to be 
abandoned. 

Orders were then received to reorganise into one Company 
and hold Charlie and Cash Trenches under the orders of the O.C., 
1oth West Yorkshire Regiment. 

The 7th East Yorkshires were now reorganised into one Com- 
posite Company consisting of 210 other ranks, including stretcher- 
bearers and signallers, and six officers. 
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The Battalion was relieved during the night 14th/15th and 
moved back to camp at St. Nicholas. 

The operations had again been costly. The losses in officers 
were Lieutenant P. M. B. Collcutt and 2nd Lieutenants A. F. 
Goldthorpe and R. T. Salmon killed, Captains L. Gale and E. S. 
Rerrie wounded (the latter “‘ wounded and missing”) and five 
other officers wounded. In other ranks the casualties were 26 
killed, 145 wounded and 53 missing. 

Roeux was captured by the 51st Division on the night of 13/14th 
May, but the action of the East Yorkshires with other units of the 
17th Division was a contributory factor. 

The 7th Battalion did not again attack the enemy during May, 
though it moved back again into the line before the month was out. 

The 8th East Yorkshires were in the Brown Line near Monchy 
during these operations, taking no active part in the battle, and 
at the close of May were billeted in Izel-lez~-Hameau. 


The Capture of Oppy Wood. 
28th June, 1917. 


Although Oppy Wood was captured by the g4th Brigade of the 
31st Division, the g2nd Brigade lent valuable assistance, three 
Battalions of the East Yorkshire Regiment, t.¢. roth, 11th (less 
two companies) and 13th taking part in the operations; the roth 
forming the Brigade Reserve, the r1th holding the front line 
during the attack and the 13th furnishing carrying parties. 

The attack took place on 28th June, but a few days previously 
(on the night of 22nd/23rd June) the four Battalions of the Regi- 
ment made a combined raid on that part of the enemy’s trenches 
known as Cadorna. Lieut.-Colonel 8. H. Ferrand, commanding 
the 11th Battalion, was in command of the raid. 

Cadorna Trench formed part of the enemy’s front line about 
800 yards north of Gavrelle, the British trenches running from 
east of that village in a north-westerly direction some 250 yards 
west of Oppy Wood. 

Opposite Cadorna Trench the g2nd Brigade held Railway 
Trench and here the raiding parties formed up, each Battalion 
(roth, 11th, r2th and 13th) supplying two officers and 50 other 
ranks: each party organised into four sections consisting of two 
rifle sections and two bombing sections. The raiding parties were 
on a 40 yards frontage with gaps of 50 yards between each Battalion. 
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The only existing account of this raid is a brief report with the rors, = 117, 


Brigade Diary. 

Zero hour was at 10.20 p.m. and at that hour a heavy barrage 
was placed on the enemy’s trenches during which the raiders left 
Railway Trench in two lines. Immediately the barrage lifted 
off Cadorna, the raiders rushed the trench underdesultory machine- 
gun fire from the direction of Oppy Wood. Small parties of the 
enemy were encountered in front of Cadorna Trench: they were 
engaged, some were taken prisoners and others killed. These 
Germans had evidently come out into the open in preference to 
remaining in the trench which, after the guns had lifted from it, 
was practically obliterated. Indeed, the first line of the raiders 
advanced over and beyond the trench without knowing it. In rear 
of Cadorna were several hostile posts, but the German garrisons 
fled as the East Yorkshiremen approached. Pursued by the latter 
almost to Windmill Trench (which lay beyond Cadorna) the enemy 
again ran into the British barrage and suffered further losses, 

The raiders having almost reached Windmill Trench, close 
up to their own barrage, were then ordered to withdraw. During 
the withdrawal a German machine gun, chained and pegged to 
the ground, was found 50 yards east of the Gavrelle-Oppy road, 
and as it could not be removed was damaged with knobkerries. 
During the raid the enemy tried to outflank the raiders from the 
direction of Wood Alley, a trench running in an east to west 
direction across the northern end of Cadorna, but the left flank 
guard, consisting of a Lewis-gun section and 10 men, drove the 
Germans off, inflicting severe casualties on them. 

The raid was most successful, a considerable number of 
casualties were inflicted on the enemy and seven unwounded 
prisoners were brought back. The total casualties suffered by the 
raiding parties of all four Battalions were 1 other rank killed, 
1 officer and 31 other ranks wounded and 11 other ranks missing. 
Of the attack on Oppy on 28th June there are no details either in 
the Battalion or Brigade Diaries of interest to the Regiment. 
The attack was, however, entirely successful. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


The Flanders Offensive, 1917. 


7th June-roth November. 


I. THE BATTLE OF MESSINES, 1917. 
7th-14th June. 


UR French Allies delivered their attack against the 

Chemin des Dames on 5th May. This brought the 

first half of the general Allied plan to an end and 

marked the close of the Spring Campaign on the 

Western Front. Sir Douglas Haig was now free 

to turn his attention to the northern plan of 
operations, 4.¢., in Flanders. 

The capture of the Messines-Wytschaete Ridge was, however, 
an essential preliminary to the principal offensive east and north 
of Ypres, as the possession of the Ridge gave the enemy observation 
over the British positions in the Ypres Salient. 

The attack was launched by the Second Army at 3.10 a.m., 
7th June, three Corps—IInd Anzac, [Xth and Xth, in the order 
given from right to left—taking part. Of the [Xth Corps, the 
36th, 16th and 19th Divisions delivered the initial assault, the 
11th Division being in Corps Reserve. 

Though the Battalion Diary contains few details of the actual 
fighting the 6th East Yorkshires probably saw more of the first 
day’s operations than the other units of the 11th Division, for 
their work was to push forward light railways after the objectives 
had been gained. 

After several weeks of work in the Somme area (the last 
occasion on which the Pioneers were mentioned being on 
31st March, when the Battalion was at Arqueves training), the 
6th moved with the r1th Division northwards to the Kemmel 
area and on 21st May Battalion H.Q., with “B” and “C” 
Companies, were billeted in Garden Farm, near La Clytte, 
“A” Company in Mille Kruisse, and “ D ” in a camp south-west 
of Kemmel. 
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On the 23rd the Battalion began work on the light railways 
which were being pushed eastwards in preparation for the attack 
on the Messines-Wytschaete Ridge. Until the end of May 
‘“A” Company was at work from Hallebaast Farm through 
Ridge Wood and Bois Carré towards the enemy’s lines; “ B” 
Company from Rossignol eastwards in the direction of Wytschaete ; 
““C” Company from Kemmel towards Peckham (a point where 
the Kemmel road cut the German front-line trenches) and 
“ D ” Company from Lindenhoek eastwards along the Lindenhoek- 
Messines road. 

All these areas were under direct observation from the enemy’s 
lines, and the work of the Pioneers, constantly hampered by 
shell fire, was of a most trying nature. The Bois Carré was by 
far the worst, and great difficulties were experienced in getting 
material forward. Shortly before the battle opened about 
twenty yards of the railway which the Pioneers were building 
was blown up by shell fire; but a gallant Corporal of ““A” 
Company, with 10 men, working from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m. the next 
morning, succeeded in running up fifteen truck-loads of rails 
and material, every bit of which had to be unloaded and carried 
over the broken gaps, the trucks reloaded on the other side, and 
pushed up to within four hundred feet of the German front 
line, again unloaded and carefully concealed. Whilst going out 
to work through Kemmel, early on Ist June, 2nd Lieutenant 
L. J. Richards was wounded. 

On the night of 6th June all Companies “ stood by,” awaiting 
orders for work during the operations which were to take place 


on the following day. 


“On the 7th June,” said Colonel Cowper (commanding 
6th East Yorkshires), “ we were wakened up at 3.30 a.m.; the 
whole ground shook from the explosion of the mines which 
opened the attack on the Whytschaete Ridge.* The whole sky 
was lit up, the explosion shook our own men, it is said, a good 
deal. Of course, it was not very far from our own front line 
where our men were waiting to make the attack.” 

After “standing to” for some time, all ready to move off, 
the Battalion received information that the advance had been 
so far successful, and at 6.30 a.m. “ A,” “B” and “ D” Com- 
pamies left camp to push forward the light railways. By 7 a.m. 


* There were nineteen of these mines, the simultaneous discharge of which was 
without parallel in land mining, 
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““B” had got its line through the old German front line and 
pegged out right into Wytschaete ; “‘ A”? Company had to change 
direction owing to the way in which the ground had been cut up; 
““D” made good progress, though having several difficult banks 
and sand-bagged trenches to negotiate; “C”’ Company’s line 
having been handed over to the Corps Training Battalion, that 
Company was held in reserve, eventually moving up to assist “A.” 
It had been intended to join up all these lines with the German 
system of train lines, but the latter had been blown to pieces. 
Here and there portions of the lines were visible, but there was 
nothing really left to join up with. 

The Battalion returned to camp at night. In moving back 
2nd Lieutenant H. R. Watts was killed by hostile shell fire. 

Both on the 8th and gth the Pioneers were hard at work 
on the new line, but on the roth moved back to Rossignol Wood, 
bivouacking there for the night. On this date the 11th Division 
took over a portion of the front line. 

From the rith to 14th June (the close of the battle) the 
Battalion worked on a track from the Kemmel—Wytschaete road 
to Wulverghem. 

When the Battle of Messines ended the whole of the Ridge 
had been captured and the Oosttaverne Line, which ran east 
of the village of that name, had been wrested from the enemy. 
By the evening of 14th June the whole of the old German first 
and support lines north of the Lys had passed into British hands, 
and practically the whole line had advanced from the River 
Warneve to Klein Zillebeke. 


Preparations now began for the main offensive east and north 


of Ypres. 
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The Flanders Offensive, 1917. 
II. THE BATTLES OF YPRES, 1917. 


31st July-roth November. 


HE Messines operations ended, final dispositions for the 
main offensive east and north of Ypres were begun. French 
troops were to take part and were to extend the British left 
flank northwards beyond Boesinghe. ‘The provision of 
shelter for the assembling of large numbers of troops presented 
a serious problem, for there were no vast caves and cellars 

such as at Arras, and although the enemy had been driven from 
the Messines—Wytschaete Ridge, he still possessed excellent direct 
observation over the Ypres Salient from the east and south-east 
as well as from the Pilkem Ridge northwards. 

But by the middle of July preparations were well in hand, 
and on the last day of the month the Fifth British Army attacked 
the whole of the enemy’s positions from just north of the Ypres— 
Comines Canal to west of Pilkem, with the French on the left 
attacking from Boesinghe northwards. The Second British Army, 
on the right of the Fifth Army, also attacked the enemy. 


THE BATTLE OF PILKEM RIDGE. 
31st July—znd August. 


The first of the grouped battles which formed the Battles of 
Ypres, 1917, was that of Pilkem Ridge, but there are no records 
of any East Yorkshires being actually engaged with the enemy. 
The pioneers (6th Battalion) of the 11th Division (then in reserve 
in the Poperinghe area) came under the orders of the C.R.E. 
XVIIIth Corps for work during the operations on the tracks up 
to No Man’s Land, making them passable so that the guns could 
go forward; and, as usual, the Battalion carried out its duties 
splendidly and with a tenacity which won praise from every one. 
Pioneer work was always an unenviable task. 
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THE BATTLE OF LANGEMARCK, 1917. 
16th-18th August. 


At 4.45 a.m. on the 16th August the second of the Battles of 
Ypres, 1917, opened with an attack east and north of Ypres on 
a front extending from the north-west corner of Inverness Copse 
to the junction of the British line with the French south of 
St. Janshoek. In the left centre of the attack the 48th and 11th 
Divisions established themselves on a line running north from 
St. Julian to the old German third line due east of Langemarck. 
But again no infantry battalion of the East Yorkshire Regiment 
was engaged, though the Pioneers were hard at work on the roads. 
The story of their part in the battle is briefly related in the 
Battalion Diary as follows: ‘‘ Operations by Division. ‘ B,’ ‘ C,’ 
and ‘D’ Companies working on the roads from Hurst Park to 
Regina Cross, near the Steenbeek, ‘B’ Company taking the 
forward section, ‘ D’ the rear section, and ‘ C’” the middle section 
of the road. ‘C’ and ‘D’ Companies worked from 6 a.m. to 
I p.m., and ‘B’ Company worked in reliefs, finishing at 6 p.m. 
A track was successfully got through which was passable for pack 
animals, but, owing to the large number of shell-holes full of 
water, which all had to be drained, it was not possible to get a 
road through on all the sectors worked on fit for wheeled traffic. 
Work was greatly interfered with on account of the enemy 
continually shelling the road. Most of the shelling appeared to 
come from the St. Julien direction. On the 17th the same work 
was continued, but hostile shell fire was so severe that companies 
were withdrawn. On the 18th, ‘C’ and ‘ D’ Companies worked 
on the road between the old German front line forward to Hurst 
Park ; ‘ B’ began work on the light railway.” | 

Brief, and apparently uninteresting, are the above details, 
but they are pregnant with memory to those who fought in the 
Salient in 1917. Days and hours spent in a spot where Death 
might come at any moment are not easily forgotten. 

At the end of August the 11th Division* was relieved by the 
sist Division and moved back to “‘ X ”? Camp area. 

The casualties of the 6th East Yorkshires during August were 
the heaviest since the Battalion arrived in France. Major J. B. 

* The 11th Division (with other troops) carried out minor operations on rgth, 


a2nd and 27th August, and in these the Pioneers were, as usual, at work on the roads 
and communications. 


1917 Pioneer Casualties. 235 


Montgomerie-Fleming (whose coolness and_ gallantry were 
outstanding features in the Battalion) was wounded on 17th and 
died on the following day ; 2nd Lieutenant A. L. Hill was wounded 
on 6th. The losses in other ranks were 21 killed and 68 wounded. 


THE BATTLE OF THE MENIN ROAD RIDGE. 


2oth-25th September. 


The 8th East Yorkshires of the 3rd Division were in Corps 
Reserve during the above battle, having arrived from the Somme 
a few days before the operations began. When the attack started 
the Battalion was at Hipkock, but at 9.10 a.m. the East Yorkshire- 
men marched off to Hopoutre, remaining there until the evening 
of 24th, when another move was made to Potijze. The 25th was 
spent in making preparations for the operations (the Battle of 
Polygon Wood, 26th September—3rd October) due to begin on the 
following day. 

For the better part of four months (June, July, August and 
September) the 8th Battalion had been engaged in trench warfare 
of a more or less active nature, first on the Arras front and then on 
the Somme. At the beginning of June the Battalion took over 
trenches in the Monchy sector, a noisy part of the front where 
the guns of both sides were almost continuously active. On the 
5th, 2nd Lieutenant G. W. Cuttle was killed, the Battalion Diary 
recording that his death was “regretted by all.” The support 
trenches were the “ Brown Line,” and rest billets in Arras. This 
tour was followed by a period of training at Etrée-Wamin before 
(at the end of June) the 3rd Division moved down to the Somme. 
On the 30th, the Battalion was located at Lebucquiere. Tours 
in the front-line trenches in the Louberval sector, and in billets 
in Lebucquiere sums up the life of the Battalion during [uly and 
August and the early days of September. On the 4th of thie latter 
month a move was made to Ypres for a period of intense training, 
for the 3rd Division had been warned for service in the Ypres 
Salient. On 17th, the East Yorkshires marched to Bapaume 
whence, on 18th, they entrained at 4 a.m. and reached Proven at 


2 p.-m., where the Battalion detrained and moved off at 3 p.m. 
to Hiphoek. 
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THE BATTLE OF POLYGON WOOD. 
26th September—3rd October. 


Splendid progress had again been made in the Battle of the Menin 
Road, and three heavy counter attacks launched by the enemy 
on wide fronts between Tower Hamlets and.Polygon Wood, and 
another north-east of St. Julien, were repulsed, though on the 
25th September small parties of Germans succeeded in entering 
the British lines north of the Menin Road: they were, however, 
subsequently ejected. 

This heavy fighting was not allowed to interfere with an attack 
ordered to take place on 26th September by the Second and Fifth 
Armies. The front of this attack extended from south of Tower 
Hamlets to north-east of St. Julien—rather less than six miles. 
South of the Menin Road only a short advance was intended, whilst 
north of the road the object was to secure a position from which a 
direct assault could be launched, a portion of the main ridge between 
Noordemhoek and Broodseinde, traversed by the Becelaere— 
Passchendaele road. 

** Zero ” hour on 26th September was fixed for 5.50 a.m. 

The Battle lasted a week and two Battalions of the East York- 
shire Regiment, t.¢., 8th and 6th (Pioneers), took part in the opera- 
tions which were again signalised by fierce fighting and many a 
bitter struggle, for the British attack anticipated a German attack 
which was to have been launched on the evening of 26th, and for 
which purpose the enemy had brought up fresh troops in an attempt 
to recover the positions he had lost. 

This narrative, however, deals only with the front attacked 
by the 3rd Division, t.e., Zonnebeke Village, and the gallant 
fighting of the 8th East Yorkshires, for again the North Country- 
men added greatly to the laurels of the Regiment. 

Two Brigades of the 3rd Division (76th on the right, 8th on 
the left) were to carry out the attack on Zonnebeke. The line 
of advance of the Division was to be in a north-easterly direction 
astride the railway east of Frezenberg, the railway acting as a 
dividing line between the two Brigades. ‘Thus Zonnebeke was 
the objective of the 76th Brigade and Hill 40, with the line of the 
road running north-west from the village, the objective of the 
8th Brigade. 
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From a study of the map and the ground it is evident that the 
chief obstacle to be crossed was the Zonnebeke stream which crossed 
the front of the Division diagonally to the east of Bostin Farm. 
From a reconnaissance of this stream, where it ran through ground 
occupied by, or accessible to, the Division, there were apparently 
few difficulties in the way of the advance and by the use of trench 
boards and light hurdles the water might easily be bridged. Yet 
when the attack took place it was found that the stream, nearly 
the whole way across the Divisional front, had widened out into a 
marsh, in some places as much as thirty yards wide, proving a 
serious obstacle and causing confusion and disorganisation. 

The 8th Brigade was attacking with the 2nd Royal Scots on the 
right and the 8th East Yorkshires on the left. ‘These two Battalions 
were to carry the first objective; the 1st Royal Scots Fusiliers 
(right) and 7th K.S.L.I. (left) were then to “leap-frog” the 
two leading Battalions and carry the final objective: the leading 
Battalions were then to “‘ mop-up ” their areas, reform, consolidate, 
and be prepared to support the Battalions which had “ leap- 
frogged ” them. 

About 7 p.m. on 25th the 8th East Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel 
J. N. de la Perrelle) moved up to their assembly positions. ‘The 
day had been sunny and warm, and the Battalion Diary remarks 
that “if to-morrow (26th) is the same the men should be bright, 
cheery, and go forward in fine style.” 

By 4 a.m. on 26th September the Battalion was in position of 
assembly. 

With a tremendous roar the barrage fell, and at 5.30 a.m. the 
infantry went forward to the attack and, in very truth, they went 
forward “in fine style,” as the diarist had predicted. ‘There was 
a ground mist at the time of the attack and observation was 
difficult. The right of the Royal Scots rested on the Ypres— 
Roulers railway, and they easily kept their line of advance. The 
8th East Yorkshires, however, had no such guide and had to 
advance by compass bearing. Moreover, the marshy ground, 
impassable in places, greatly increased their difficulties, and they 
were forced to move to the flanks in order to circumvent the 
water. A gap between the two Battalions was thus caused. 

In spite of these difficulties the. East Yorkshires had by 7 a.m. 
captured their objectives (the Red Line), together with 15 prisoners 
and 4 machine guns. Many casualties were inflicted on the 
enemy, who put up a stout resistance, especially in two or three 
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“pill boxes.” The latter were, however, taken and cleared of 
Germans. The names of four gallant N.C.Os. are mentioned in 
the Battalion Diary: ‘* Special courage was shown by Corporals 
Towse, Watson, Bigley and Rathbone, each one of these N.C.Os. 
capturing a machine gun single-handed.” 

The 1st R.S. Fusiliers and the 7th K.S.L.I. now “ leap-frogged ” 
the 2nd Royal Scots and 8th East Yorkshires (respectively) on the 
Red Line and went forward to attack the Blue Line, the final 
objective, which the Battalion Diary states was finally captured 
“by 10 a.m.” This, however, is not quite accurate; the western 
slopes of Hill 40 were reached, but the line finally taken up was, 
roughly, just west of the road running north-west from Zonnebeke 
Village. 

Then came the inevitable counter-attacks and heavy hostile 
shell fire. The first was repulsed, the second (launched about 
6 p.m.) caused the leading troops to fall back a little, but tke 
Brigadier ordered a counter-attack which recovered almost all 
the lost ground. The remainder of the night was uneventful : 
the troops were reorganised and the positions gained consolidated. 

Casualties among officers were so far: Captain Rev. Ruck- 
Keene (the Battalion ‘‘ Padre”’) and 2nd Lieutenant W. J. G. 
Diment killed ; one officer (2nd Lieutenant M. Keith) wounded 
and died of wounds; and 2nd Lieutenants Godfrey, Buckland, 
Page, Wright, Lamb, and Lieutenant Johnstone wounded. 

For three days—days of purgatory—the 8th Battalion held 
the line captured on the 26th. ‘The whole area taken from the 
enemy was plastered by his guns in a furious (but vain) effort to 
turn the attackers out of their positions. On the morning of 
27th he placed a heavy barrage behind the front line of the 
3rd Division, and his troops were observed massing for an attack. 
The “S.0O.S.” call, however, was so promptly and effectively 
replied to by the Divisional artillery that the threatened attack 
was broken up, the Germans being unable to leave their lines. 
During the day another officer—znd Lieutenant T. Gerachty 
was killed and 2nd Lieutenants Leech, Davies, and Robinson 
were wounded. The 28th and 29th were repetitions of 27th, 
heavy shelling characterising the enemy’s activity. On the 2gth 
Captains Smith and Cole and 2nd Lieutenants Robinson and 
Cole were wounded.* The Battalion was relieved during the 
evening by the 4th R. Fusiliers, and the East Yorkshires withdrew 


* Casualties of “ other ranks’ during the whole Battle are not given in the Diaries. 
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to reserve trenches near Bavaria House, on the Ypres—Zonnebeke 
road. On the 3oth the 8th Battalion moved still further back 
to a camp south of Ypres, and a day or two later, to the Winnezeele 
area. 

Of the 6th Battalion (Pioneers) little can be written down of 
this action, but Companies were, as usual, hard at work on the 
roads and communications. ‘The Battalion was “ very fit.”” As if 
to recognise their fighting value, 120 other ranks on 19th September 
were transferred to the 11th Battalion, a further 12¢ being 
transferred to the r2th Battalion on 22nd September. 


THE BATTLE OF BROODSEINDE. 
4th October. 


The striking successes gained in the battle of Polygon Wood 
were followed immediately by the battle of Broodseinde, which 
took place on 4th October. In the former battle the whole of 
the Polygon Wood and the village of Zonnebeke and a considerable 
portion of the great ridge which ran south of, and from, the Menin 
road to Passchendaele had passed into the hands of the British, 
though counter-attack upon counter-attack (there were seven 
in one day on posts running practically the whole front from Tower 
Hamlets to St. Julien) were launched by the Germans in vain 
efforts to regain the ground they had lost: they were all bloodily 
repulsed. 

On the evening of 3rd October a heavy gale and driving rain 
from the south-west swept the whole of the Salient: the spell of 
fine weather had broken. But poor conditions were not allowed to 
interfere with the operations due to begin on the following morning. 
The principal front of the attack to be extended from the Menin 
road to the Ypres—Staden railway, a distance of about seven miles : 
south of the Menin road only strong posts necessary for protection 
of flanks were to be captured. 

With only two sectors of the battle front, however, is this 
narrative concerned, 1.¢., west of Reutel where the 21st Division 
held the line, and south-west of Poclcapelle, the objective of the 
11th Division. 

The Battle of Broodseinde was the first of the battles of Ypres, 
1917, in which the 1st East Yorkshires were engaged. After 
the heavy fighting which had taken place east of Arras in May, the 
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Battalion moved back to billets in Boiry-Becquerelle, which move 
was followed by a period of training at Bailleulval. Not until 
the 13th June was a move back to the front-line trenches made, 
when the East Yorkshires went into the Boyelles sector. But from 
this date until r§th September, when the 21st Division was trans- 
ferred from the XVIIth to the Xth Corps, and moved to the 
Hazebrouck area, there is little of outstanding interest, only the 
usual round of trench warfare or training. Second Lieutenant 
A. R. Dean was killed on the night of 3rd July, and Captain A. F. 
Cemery on 1gth. 

On the 28th September, the Brigade marched to La Clytte, 
thence, on 2nd October, to camp east of Dickebusch. 

Orders for the attack were issued on Ist October. The 5th 
Division, on the right, the 21st Division in the centre, and 7th 
Division on the left, were to assault the enemy’s line from Polder- 
hoek to Noordemdhoek, these two villages being the objectives 
of the §th and 7th Divisions respectively. The 21st Division 
(64th Brigade on the right and 62nd Brigade on the left) was to 
capture Reutel. The front line of the 21st Division before the 
attack ran from just south-west of Joist Farm in a northerly 
direction to the southern exits of Jetty Wood. There were two 
objectives—the first, a north and south line west of Reutel, the 
second, east of the village running north-eastwards to immediately 
west of the Judge Cross Roads. 

Of the 64th Brigade, the 9th K.O.Y.L.I. were to capture the 
first objective, the 15th D.L.I. the second objective: the roth 
K.O.Y.L.I. were to be in support, and the 1st East Yorkshires 
were originally ordered to be in Brigade Reserve. These orders, as 
will be seen, were subsequently changed and the latter Battalion 
carried out the role allotted to the roth K.O.Y.L.I. 

On the night of 3rd October at 11 p.m. the 1st East Yorkshires 
left camp in Scottish Wood and moved forward by the Divisional 
track to form up west of Glencorse Copse. On reaching Brigade 
H.Q., however, Colonel Waithman was told that the role allotted 
to his Battalion had been changed, that he was to form up 800 yards 
more to the east, attaching one Company to the 1oth K.O.Y.L.I., 
the remaining three Companies to follow in support of that Batta- 
lion. ‘The change was occasioned by the condition of the 15th 
D.L.I. who, throughout the 3rd, and particularly during the 
afternoon, had sustained such heavy casualties from the torrents 
of shells with which the enemy had searched the whole area from 
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the front line as far back as Hooge, that the C.O. of that Battalion 
reported that his men were hardly in a fit condition to undertake 
the capture of the second objective. The roth K.O.Y.L.I. 
were therefore ordered to carry out the task allotted to the 15th 
D.L.I., and the rst East Yorkshires that originally given to the 
roth K.O.Y.L.I. This decision was only made at 10 p.m., by 
which hour both the latter Battalions were about to move forward 
from the back areas. 

In the face of considerable difficulties the forming-up opera- 
tions were carried out remarkably well. The night was pitch black 
and the “ going”? not as easy as a Divisional “ Report on the 
Country ” stated.* 

The East Yorkshires, at the time the changed orders were 
received, were very much spread out. The Lewis guns had been 
sent by road to Clapham Junction, but had been delayed on their 
way by heavy shell fire, and the Battalion halted close to that 
place. A very heavy hostile barrage was now falling, but all ranks 
displayed the greatest steadiness, and Colonel Waithman was able 
to find each Company and give the Company Commanders his 
orders personally. Then, with the Adjutant and a runner, the 
C.O. pushed on to reconnoitre the forming-up place and gain touch 
with the C.O., roth K.O.Y.L.I. Directed by a party of Brigade 
signallers, the Colonel found his way and gained touch with the 
K.O.Y.L.I., and when his Companies (with the exception of the 
Reserve Company) began to arrive he was able to show them 
where to form up. The Reserve Company had adopted “ Snake ” 
formation in passing through the hostile barrage, and the two 
right platoons lost direction to their right, became bogged in the 
Polygon Beek, and eventually “‘ went over”? with the left of the 
sth Division. Only Captain Green with about a dozen men 
joined the Battalion before “Zero” hour. This Reserve 
Company sustained more casualties from the barrage than any of 
the other Companies. 

By 5 a.m. on the 4th the East Yorkshires were ready in their 
assembly positions. 

At 6 a.m. the barrage fell and the attack began. The front 
wave of the 9th K.O.Y.L.I. (the leading Battalion) was apparently 
held up by wire or “ some other obstacle,” and “ B”’ Company 


* “Going”? should be extremely good on the high ground and though the low 
ground is rather wet in places, and the Reutel Beek and the Polygon Beek are broken 
by shell fire, it ought not to be difficult to make headway. 
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of the East Yorkshires, under Lieutenant Oughtred, advanced 
and assisted in the capture of the first objective. At 7.45 a.m. 
the three Companies advanced according to programme, and in 
rear of the roth K.O.Y.L.I. These Companies all assisted in 
the advance towards the second objective and, ably reorganised by 
Captain Case, dug in on a line on the western exits of Reutel 
Village ; thus the second objective was not captured, the farthest 
line now being about 100 yards east of the first objective. During 
the afternoon, and on several occasions, German counter-attack 
troops were observed in the process of forming up, but all were 
dispersed by the Divisional artillery, and in the evening the S.O.8. 
call brought down a heavy barrage on the enemy’s lines, effectively 
preventing him from leaving his trenches. Captain Case, who 
had all along done good work, was wounded on the afternoon of 
5th, and Captain Green then went forward and took over command 
of the front line, organising a system of posts and supports. When 
a heavy counter-attack was launched during the afternoon of 
5th, Captain Green led the line forward and, changing front 
half-right, successfully took the enemy in flank with Lewis gun 
and rifle fire. 

Amongst the numerous field messages with the 64th Brigade 
Diary there is a map upon the back of which is written: ‘“ We 
hold part of Reutel—the rest of it is No Man’s Land.” And 
this message sums up the gains of the 64th Brigade. 

On the night of 6th/7th October the 1st East Yorkshires 
were relieved and moved back to the railway embankment south 
of Zillebeke Lake, thence on 8th to Ouderdom, and on the gth 
to Lynde. 

They had again lost heavily. The Battalion went into battle 
with a strength in other ranks of 615. They came out having 
suffered the loss of 9 officers killed* and wounded, 36 other ranks 
killed, 172 wounded and 73 missing, most of whom may be added 
to the list of killed. 

The 11th Division, advancing on the southern side of the 
Poelcapelle road (with the 4th Division on its left advancing on the 
northern side), stormed the western half of the village and captured 
the whole of its objective. In this sector the 6th Battalion 
(Pioneers) were, as usual, at work on the communications : 
“‘ Companies stood by early in the morning,” records the Battalion 


* The officers killed were Lieutenant F. J. Ellwood, 2nd Lieutenants R. H. Crane, 
H. S. Mintoft and R. E. Howe. 
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Diary, “ awaiting results of the attack which took place. They 
were ordered out to work on forward roads at 9 a.m. Weather 
wet and very unpromising.” 


THE BATTLE OF POELCAPELLE. 
gth October. 


In this battle, which took place on gth October, on a front of 
over six miles from a point east of Zonnebeke to the junction of 
the French and British lines north-west of Langemarck, the 11th 
Division fought its way forward in the face of great opposition 
to the eastern outskirts of Poelcapelle village. But to their work 
during this operation the Pioneers (6th Battalion) in their Battalion 
Diary make only brief reference: ‘ Companies continued on road 
work. -Heavy hostile shelling during the morning preventing 
the Companies working until 11.15 a.m. Casualties, 1 other rank 
wounded.”’* 

During the battle the 17th Division had arrived in camp west 
of Elverdinghe (Ypres), under orders to take over the centre 
sector of the XIVth Corps front, east of Langemarck, on roth and 
11th. The 7th East Yorkshires spent the night of gth October in 
Caribou Camp, Elverdinghe. 

The Battalion, after the strenuous fighting of May, had, 
with other units of the soth Brigade, moved back to Famechon in 
the Halloy area. Here, until the 19th June, training took place, 
but on that date the Brigade returned to Arras where, until the 
end of September, the 17th Division held the line north of the 
Scarpe, Brigades interchanging, doing a fortnight in the line 
and a week out in St. Nicholas Camp. 

There is little to record of outstanding interest during this 
period from a Regimental point of view, with the exception of one 
incident—a very successful raid carried out by the East Yorkshires 
at the end of July. 

Sixteen Germans were captured and the number killed was 
officially given as 75. The casualties were one officer killed,t 
two wounded and missing,t one officer wounded, four other ranks 
killed, two other ranks missing and 23 other ranks wounded. 


* The Battalion Diary of 6th East Yorkshires records that on 8th October one 
officer died of wounds; his name is not given, but according to the War Office List 
it was presumably 2nd Lieutenant W. R. Sawyer. ‘ 

t Captain O. Varley slightly wounded. 

J Captain H. P. S. Buckley dicd of wounds 29th May, and 2nd-Lieutenant J. P. 
Watson. 
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The 7th Battalion was congratulated by the Army and 
Corps Commanders and by the G.Os.C., 17th Division and soth 
Brigade. 

On 8th August, the Battalion being then in the Gavrelle 
sector, 2nd Lieutenant I. P. Fenne was wounded and died of wounds. 
On 24th of the same month, Lieut.-Colonel East-King assumed 
duties as Commandant of the soth Brigade School. 

Nothing further of interest happened to the Battalion until 
the Division, being then in training in the Ambrines area, began 
to move north to the Ypres Salient, arriving at Elverdinghe on 


the gth October. 


THE FIRST BATTLE OF PASSCHENDAELE. 
12th October. 


In this battle, which began at §.25 a.m. on the 12th October, 
covering an area between the Ypres—Roulers Road and Houthulst 
Forest and astride the Ypres-Staden Railway, one Battalion of the 
East Yorkshire Regiment, #.¢., the 7th was, with other units of 
the 5oth Brigade, in support. And to be in support for any one 
of the Battles of Ypres, 1917, was hardly less dangerous and just as 
beastly as being in the firing line. 

The 7th Battalion on roth October marched off from Caribou 
Camp to White Mill Camp where packs were handed in and battle 
kit drawn. The §1st Brigade of the 17th Division was to launch 
the attack from the 17th Divisional front, the 5oth Brigade being 
in support. About midday battalions of the Brigade moved 
forward to the support line which lay in the neighbourhood of 
Langemarck and Pilkkem. The East Yorkshiremen took up a 
position east of the ruins of the latter village. There were no 
trenches here, both the front and support line consisting of posts 
of consolidated shell holes, muddy and in an abominable condition, 
the mud being almost as bad as on the Somme. The only means 
of progress to and from these holes was by duck-board tracks, for 
the whole ground had been churned up by shell fire and so saturated 
with water that movement across country except by these tracks 
was impossible. 

In their support positions, the East Yorkshires had to find 
accommodation in shell holes, and in order to provide shelter 
against wind and rain they were issued with tarpaulins. The 
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spongy, slimy and muddy state of the ground made digging impos- 
sible. The 11th and 12th (during the Battle on the latter date) 
were spent in this unsavoury spot: on 13th the Battalion relieved 
the Border Regiment west of Poelcapelle, and on the 15th the 
roth West Yorkshires in the front line. On the 16th the 35th 
and 36th Divisions took over the line from the 17th Division and 
the East Yorkshires moved back to bivouacs near Boesinghe, 
having first been marched to the Divisional Canteen where hot 
coffee, biscuits, chocolate and cigarettes were given to every man; 

and when they reached their bivouacs they were issued with hot 
tea and rum. 


THE SECOND BATTLE OF PASSCHENDAELE. 


26th October—1roth November. 


After the operations of 12th October persistent bad weather 
and deterioration of the ground continued, and it became clear 
to Sir Douglas Haig that all that could be hoped for in 1917 was 
progress as far as Passchendaele, though it was essential to 
maintain pressure on the enemy. 

Minor operations took place on 22nd October east of Poel- 
capelle and at Houlthulst Forest, but it was not until 26th that 
the battle opened at §.45 a.m. on a front extending from the 
Ypres-Roulers Railway to beyond Poelcapelle. Among the 
Divisions taking part in the operations were the 17th, 21st, and 
soth. The 17th Division, it is true, did not go into the line 
until 7th November, when it relieved the 57th Division in the 
Langemarck sector: the 21st Division was in the line just north 
of Polderhoek where heavy attacks were made by the sth Division : 
the soth Division, having moved up to Ypres from Arras on 
15th October, went into the line south of Houlthulst Forest and 
attacked the enemy on the morning of 26th October, when the 
battle opened. Thus three Battalions of the Regiment, st, 
1/4th and 7th, were in the area of the battle. 

After their hard fighting and heavy losses between 3rd and 
sth October, the 1st East Yorkshires moved back to Lynde, and 
it was not until 21st that the Battalion again took over support 
trenches near Point Farm and at Clapham Junction. They went 
into the front line at Reutel on 23rd. The front line and commu- 
nication trenches were in a deplorable condition, and the enemy’s 
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shell fire was so severe as to disorganise and scatter the ration 
parties, so that great difficulty was experienced in feeding the 
troops. On the 26th, when the 5th and 7th Divisions, on the 
immediate right of the 21st Division, attacked the Polderhoek 
Chateau and Gheluvelt, the trenches of the 21st were very heavily 
shelled by the enemy, and when on 27th the rst East Yorkshires 
were relieved, the tour (although no attack had been made) had 
resulted in the loss of 2nd Lieutenant E. K. Parrish wounded, 
15 other ranks killed, §2 wounded, 4 missing, 6 shell shock—to say 
nothing of 2§ other ranks suffering from “ trench feet” and 14 
evacuated to the Field Ambulance. The Battalion moved back 
again into the front line on 4th November, and although a heavy 
enemy barrage fell on the front line when the §th Division again 
attacked Polderhoek Chateau on 6th November, the tour, which 
ended on gth, cost the rst East Yorkshires only 1 other rank 
killed and 10 wounded. When the battle ended on roth, the 
Battalion was in Camp “ A,” Dickebusch. 

The 17th Division had moved back to the Recques area on 
21st October and remained out of the line until early November, 
when, after returning to Elverdinghe by rail, the Division relieved 
the §7th Division in the Langemarck sector, but the soth Brigade 
did not go into the front line until 13th, the 7th East Yorkshires 
remaining in Soult Camp, where they had arrived on 7th. On 
the 8th Lieut.-Colonel G. East-King was sent into hospital sick, 
and on the roth Major W. E. Thomas, who had arrived as second- 
in-command, assumed command of the Battalion. 

The 1/4th East Yorkshires after the Second Battle of the Scarpe 
(23rd—24th April) were withdrawn from the line, and on 3oth 
were at Grenas. The Battalion was so weakened by the operations 
(trench strength, 16 officers, 332 other ranks; ration strength, 
17 officers and 412 other ranks) that for tactical purposes it was 
formed into two Companies. Apparently, however, before moving 
back into the line the Battalion assumed its usual formation, 
for, after a period of training mostly spent at Coigneux, the 
Battalion relieved the 6th Northamptons in support trenches 
west of Fontaine-les-Croisilles—Cherisy on 16th June, “ A” and 
‘*C” Companies moving up into the front line on the 22nd. 
These two Companies were, however, relieved by two companies 
of the §th Green Howards, as that Battalion with the 5th D.L.I. 
were going to attack the enemy. The East Yorkshire Territorials, 
therefore, were moved back into support. 
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The attack took place just after midnight on 26th and was 
successful. At dusk the same day the 1/4th East Yorkshires moved 
up and took over the new line. But at 7 a.m. the next morning 
the enemy put down a very heavy bombardment, concentrating 
his guns on the positions he had lost. All day long, varied by 
short periods of less intense gun fire, his shells poured into the 
line held by “‘ C ”? Company and the platoon of “ D,” both suffer- 
ing great losses. At 4.30 p.m. the enemy attacked, and “C” 
Company, which had Jost 75 per cent. of its effectives, was forced 
back: the platoon of “‘ D ’? Company, under similar circumstances, 
was also compelled to give ground. ‘The line was then strengthened 


by other troops, but the 1/4th Battalion had had a hard gruelling. . 


They lost in the attack Captain T. J. Morrill and 2nd Lieutenants 
F. Linsley and Duggleby missing, znd Lieutenant Stevens wounded, 
and ror other ranks killed and wounded. The trench strength 
of the Battalion was now 14 officers and 290 other ranks. 

The next three months (2.e., July, August and September) 
witnessed nothing more exciting than the usual round of trench 
warfare, and full of small incidents ; as it was the period is generally 
written down as “ quiet,” the word being used in a comparative 
sense. 

On 16th October, following ten days’ training at Achiet-le- 
Petit, the 1/4th Battalion entrained at Miraumont for Flanders 
and reached Cassel Station at 9 a.m. on 17th. The Battalion 
then marched off to billets at Broxelle, where a further short training 
was carried out until 21st. On this date the 5oth Division began 
to move forward to the battle front and by 24th the 1/4th East 
Yorkshires had reached Sarawak Camp, three-quarters-of-a-mile 
east of the Poperinghe-Crombeke road. On the 25th they 
marched to Caribou Farm and here, whilst reconnoitring a 
route to the front line, Captain K. A. Wilson-Barkworth was 
killed. 

The next day the soth Division attacked the enemy, the 1/4th 
East Yorkshires (and other units of the 150th Brigade) “ standing 
to” whilst the 149th Brigade assaulted the German positions. The 
portion of the line attacked was just south of Houlthulst Forest, 
known as the Merckem Peninsula. On the 27th, the Battalion, 
still in reserve, moved to Marsouin Farm, remaining there until 
2gth: Captain Hurtley was wounded on this date. 

At last, however, on 30th, the East Yorkshires moved up to 
the front line and relieved the §th Green Howards, for the Battalion 
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had been ordered to carry out a minor operation on the night 
30th-31st October, which had for its object a short advance and 
the establishment of a line of posts. 

The line held by the 150th Brigade is difficult to describe. It 
was not a proper trench line but a series of posts in shell holes— 
an irregular line a few hundred yards south of Houlthulst Forest. 
The right of the line was just south-east of Coliopi Farm, the 
line of posts thence ran north-west crossing the Ypres—Staden 
railway at Turenne Crossing, and running westwards to Aden 
House and beyond that point in a north-westerly direction to 
near Colombo House. ‘The line to be gained was a convex semi- 
circle from Turenne Crossing to Colombo House. There was a 
road running westwards from Turenne Crossing to les 5 Chemins, | 
and just north of the road the East Yorkshiremen formed up— 
““D ” Company on the right, “A” and “ B” in the centre and 
““C” on the left. The centre Companies were to advance and 
establish a line with posts in front along the road some four hundred 
to five hundred yards north of the line of assembly. The flanking 
Companies—“ D” and “‘C”—were to protect the flanks of 
the centre Companies and form the line of posts on each wing 
of the convex semi-circle. Zero hour for the attack was 
2 a.m. on 31st. The attack was to be made under a heavy 
barrage. 

The Battalion Diary records that ‘‘ Companies laid out in front 
of line with two companies of the §th Green Howards in close 
support in the front line.” One officer (Lieutenant Lawrence) 
was wounded before the attack began. 

At 2 a.m. on 31st the East Yorkshires advanced. The flanking 
companies pushed on rapidly and in the face of fierce machine-gun 
fire succeeded in establishing the posts allotted to them. But in 
the centre, “A” and “B” encountering the full blast of the 
German machine-gun and rifle fire, were held up. There was 
a bright moon and the East Yorkshiremen were ready targets 
for the enemy’s guns and rifles. Nevertheless, a line was gained 
only a hundred yards or so short of the objective and here posts 
were established and consolidated, the Battalion holding on until 
relieved at 8 p.m. The Battalion then returned to camp in the 
Marsouin Farm area. The total casualties suffered by the 1/4th 
East Yorkshires in this affair were 2nd Lieutenant H. B. Drewett 
killed, znd Lieutenants Allchorn and Stamper wounded, 6 other 
ranks killed and 28 wounded. 
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Until 6th November the Battalion rested, but on that date 
moved to Parroy Farm under orders of the C.E., XIXth Corps, 
providing parties for work on roads in the forward area. Until 
16th November the Territorials were thus engaged. 


The battles of Ypres, 1917, ended officially on roth November, 
and besides large gains in territory, the capture of thousands of 
prisoners and great quantities of war material, the moral of the 
German Army had suffered considerably, indeed, the effect upon 
the enemy was disastrous. 

Of the gallant troops who so splendidly carried out his orders, 
Sir Douglas Haig said: ‘‘ They advanced every time with absolute 
confidence in their power to overcome the enemy, even though 
they had sometimes to struggle through mud up to their waists 
to reach him. So long as they could reach him they did overcome 
him, but physical exhaustion placed narrow limits on the depths 
to which each advance could be pushed and compelled long pauses 
between the advances.” 

Whether as attacking troops, holding the support trenches or 
back in reserve, the Battalions of the East Yorkshire Regiment which 
took part in this great group-battle, finely upheld the Regimental 
traditions. There are no stories of heroism in the Battalion 
Diaries, the bare cold facts are recorded in as few words as possible. 
Yet everyone knows that again and again incidents occurred 
which stirred the hearts of the beholders, and made the blood tingle 
in their veins. Many an officer and man of the Regiment, at the 
very mention of the names of places given in the foregoing chapters 
can recall some decd of valour, some act of self-sacrifice, memories 
which Time cannot dim; the name of a trench may, indeed, 
conjure up visions of one glorious hour of fighting or the grim 
picture of death and desolation. These things are seldom given 
in the diaries, but that they happened all the Army knows. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


THE BATTLE OF CAMBRAI, 1917. 
20th November-6th December. 


ROM a regimental point of view the story of the 8th 

and Ist Battalions of the East Yorkshire Regiment in the 

Battle of Cambrai, 1917, concerns not the main opera- 

tions in their initial stages, but first the subsidiary 

attacks at Bullecourt by the 3rd and 16th Divisions, and 

later the final stages of the German counter-attacks 
(30th November-6th December), the 21st Division having relieved 
the 55th Division in the front line just south of Gouzeaucourt 
during the early days of December. 

While the Battles of Ypres were in progress other parts of 
the German lines had been reconnoitred with a view to launching 
a sudden attack at a point where the enemy did not expect it. 
As a result of having to transfer large numbers of troops from 
other parts of the front to the Ypres Salient, the Germans had, 
perforce, to leave certain sectors in a weakened condition, and of 
these the Cambrai front was selected by Sir Douglas Haig as the 
most suitable for the surprise operations in contemplation. Tanks 
were to be a principal feature in the attack, which was to be made 
without any preliminary bombardment—another (and as it 
proved, successful) innovation. 

Zero hour for the main attack (a front of about 6 miles from 
east of Gonnelieu to the Canal du Nord, opposite Hermies) was 
6.20 a.m., 20th November. At that hour demonstrations with 
gas, smoke and artillery took place on practically the whole of 
the British front south of the Scarpe River, while subsidiary 
attacks were launched between Bullecourt and Fontaine-lez- 
Croisilles. 

Along the front of the main operations the attack was every- 
where successful, excepting the front held by the 51st Division 
opposite Flesquiéres, where the attacking troops were held up by 
machine-gun and rifle fire from the village—a great misfortune. 
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During the subsidiary attack at Bullecourt the 8th East 
Yorkshires* were in Brigade Support at Noreuil. While the 
attacks of the gth Brigade (3rd Division) and 16th Division were 
in progress the 8th Brigade was kept “standing to” ready to 
advance at any moment. But apart from the loss of the remainder 
of the Hindenburg Support Line the Germans showed no signs 
of aretirement. From the Battalion Diary it is possible to gather 
something of the intense excitement prevailing, as good news 
from the south (the main operations) continued to reach the 
troops engaged in the subsidiary attack. But gradually the 
excitement subsided as news of the hardening of the enemy’s front 
filtered through. The 8th Battalion went into the front line on 
25th November. By the 6th December all hope of a complete 
break-through had been abandoned, and once more the line in 
the Battalion sector became stabilised. 

The rst East Yorkshires were, on the roth November, in the 
Dickebusch area. On the 12th they moved to Micmac Camp, 
but on the 17th the 21st Division was transferred from the Second 
Army and began to move southwards. Some days were spent 
at Ecoivres, where, on 28th, Lieut.-Colonel J. B. O. Trimble 
arrived and took over command of the Battalion from Major 
J. H. Coles. 

On the 1st December the East Yorkshires arrived at Tincourt 
via Peronne, and marched to billets in Hamel. From the latter 
place they set out during the afternoon for the front line, and 
by about 2 a.m. on 2nd had relieved the 1/8th Liverpool Regiment 
in front of Peiziére. 

By this date the German counter-attack at Cambrai had forced 
the gallant troops who had fought so hard to evacuate part of the 
line gained in the initial operations, but when the‘ rst East 
Yorkshires went into the front line the latter was to a certain 
extent stabilised, though a considerable amount of work remained 
to be done in order to complete the defences of the new line. 


® Between 3rd October and zoth November there is only one item of importance 
in the Diaries of the 8th East Yorkshires. The Battalion left the Winnezeele area on 
2nd October and journeyed south, reaching Beugnatre on 13th. Here training was 
carried out until the 30th when the East Yorkshiremen went into the Noreuil sector. 
On 2nd November a patrol under 2nd Lieutenant A. B. Ward, encountered the enemy 
in No Man’s Land and a fight ensued during which a German N.C.O. was killed and 
others wounded. Great gallantry was shown by 2nd Lieutenant Ward and Corporal 
Loft, who between them carried Private Norman, who had been severely wounded, 
back to the trenches. 


Se csvg 2v{ OF 


LIGI ‘MAHNAAON ‘IVYAKV) AO ATILIVY SNOVLLY NNV] SHL YaLlay 
MenISN]y 40.44 [Iisag us] USLINGOD Unos > 


Hanae) Google 


1917 End of “ Cambrai, ’17.” 253 


The 6th December found the Battalion holding the front line at 
Vaucelette Farm, about 2,000 yards north of Peiziére, about the 
southern extremity of what, in the future, was known as the 
Flesquiéres Salient, and by the Germans as the Cambrai 
Re-Entrant. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


The Last Winter in the Trenches. 


To the Eve of the German Offensive, 
21st March, 1918. 


IFE in the trenches during the last winter of the War 

differed very little from the tortuous months of previous 

winters, though better protection, more comfort in the 

way of deep dug-outs and accommodation, had increased 

as the great struggle proceeded. Nevertheless, various 

incidents of purely Regimental interest took place which 
should be placed on record. 

During December, the Ist Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel J. B. O. 
Trimble) of the 21st Division spent tours in the front line at Pei- 
ziére, Vaucelette Farm and Epéhy, resting at Heudecourt or 
Longavesnes when out of the trenches. On the 15th, at Heude- 
court, an unlucky shell burst in the hut occupied by the Battalion 
Drummers, killing the Big Drummer—Drummer Francis—a 
serious loss to the Band. He had been out with the Battalion the 
whole time. Christmas Day was spent in the trenches, very heavy 
snow falling, and it was not until 29th, at Longavesnes, that the 
Battalion had its Christmas Dinner. 

The New Year brought a good deal of hard work on the trenches, 
carried out under all sorts of conditions, mild and foggy weather 
alternating with frost and snow. On the gth February a number 
of officers and 115 other ranks joined the Battalion from the 
disbanded 12th and 13th Battalions of the Regiment. 

There is little to record of February, though on the last day 
of the month, the Battalion being then in camp near Eterpigny, 
there came a sudden order for the 21st Division to take up battle 
positions immediately and the East Yorkshires hurried off by the 
light railway to Soarer Camp at Saulcourt. 

The storm clouds were gathering. Already in February it 
had become evident that the enemy was preparing a big offensive 
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on the Western Front, and towards the end of that month these 
preparations had become very marked opposite the Third and 
Fifth Armies from Arras to La Fére. Arrived at Saulcourt, 
Colonel Trimble and his Company Commanders reconnoitred 
the approaches to Epéhy and Chapel Hill, but for several days 
Companies were hard at work on the Yellow Line, on the Heudi- 
court—Peiziére road. Prisoners captured on 14th March stated 
that the German attack was to be delivered forthwith and, although 
all companies took up positions in the Yellow Line, no attack 
materialised. Precautionary measures were taken on _ 18th, 
though Companies still continued working on the defences. On 
the 20th there is an entry which reads: “ Period of alertness still 
continues.” The next entry in the Diary was made after the 
storm had broken ! 

The 1/4th East Yorkshires were out of the line for nearly a 
month from 16th November, but on 17th December relieved 
the 2nd Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders in the front line in the 
Ypres Salient, taking over a series of posts about Crest Farm. 
The four days tour which followed cost the Battalion 3 other ranks 
killed and 13 wounded, among the former being R.S.M. Jagger. 
Early in January the soth Division was relieved and moved back 
to the Winnizeele area for training, the 1/4th East Yorkshires being 
billeted in the town. But for the next few weeks, little of out- 
standing interest happened to the Battalion. They went back 
into the Salient in February, but by the end of the month were 
again in training, on this occasion at Quelmes. 

Early in March, however, the 50th Division moved south, the 
Division having been transferred to the Fifth Army, and by 12th 
March had reached the Proyart area, east of Amiens, in G.H.Q. 
Reserve. The 1/4th East Yorkshires were billeted in Guillaucourt. 
The Battalion strength at this period was 22 officers and 660 other 
ranks. 

The nine days (from 12th to 21st March) will long be remem- 
bered by the Territorials, or rather by the survivors, for it was 
a period of great anxiety. ‘Training was carried out each day, yet 
there was the constant expectancy of receiving orders to move 
forward immediately: a state of readiness existed always more 
or less, so that when at last the enemy launched his great offensive 
on 21st, and doubt had changed to certainty, all ranks breathed 
more freely, though knowing well that ere many hours passed the 
Battalion would be fighting for its very existence. 
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Towards the end of October, 1917, the 6th East Yorkshires 
(Pioneers) moved with their Division (11th) down to Bethune: 
they were not sorry to leave the noisy Ypres Salient behind and 
get to a quiet sector of the line. For southwards from the La 
Bassée Canal, where the 11th Division took over trenches, trench 
warfare was normal. Indeed, for several months there is little 
to record of the Pioneers’ activities with their seemingly everlasting 
round of work behind the front line. 

From Soult Camp, which the Battalion had taken over on 
7th November, the 7th East Yorkshires moved back into the front 
line, in front of Souvenir Farm, on the night of 15th. The 
Battalion came out again on 17th, the relief being completed by 
8 p.m.—a bare two days in the line; yet their Diary records that 
during that short tour 2 officers and 4 other ranks were gassed, 
7 other ranks were killed, 43 were wounded, and 3 were missing. 

The 17th Division was withdrawn from the line early in 
December, and the 7th East Yorkshires were billeted at Le Bas, 
in the Watten area, by roth of the month. Four days later the 
Division was again on the move, back to the Somme. On 14th 
the 7th Battalion marched from Le Bas to St. Omer, entraining 
there for Achiet-le-Grand, and on detrainment moved to a camp 
near Bullecourt. 

The 17th Division relieved the 59th Division in the Hinden- 
burg Line, astride the Canal du Nord and round Flesquiéres 
on 21st December, the 5oth Brigade being in support in the old 
British line near Havrincourt, but it was the 29th before the 
7th Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel W. E. Thomas) went into the 
front-line trenches. 

The 7th East Yorkshires were now holding that sector in which 
they were destined to face the great enemy offensive of March, 
1918. The line at the beginning of 1918 was in need of con- 
siderable improvement, and the Diaries are full of accounts of 
work done in wiring and strengthening the defences. The weather 
conditions were awful, and the following description of a relief 
carried out by the Battalion on 13th January, and the state of the 
trenches during the ensuing tour, gives but a faint idea of the 
misery suffered by the East Yorkshiremen, and indeed by all troops 
in that sector: ‘The Battalion moved from Gropi Camp in 
battle-kit for the line, marching via Bertincourt to the Canal du 
Nord, where all ranks were served with hot tea at 3 p.m. One 
hour later the Battalion moved forward, at intervals of 200 yards 
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between platoons, marching along the south side of the Canal, 
thence through Havrincourt to the left sector of the Brigade front, 
relieving the 12th Manchester Regiment, with H.Q. in Whitehall 
Trench. Three companies disposed in front line and one in 
support. After considerable frost and snow, a thaw had set in 
shortly before the Battalion took over the sector, and in consequence 
of this the trenches were in an appalling condition. Work on 
revetting had been impossible during the frosty weather, and 
subsequent rain, which fell continuously for two days, caused 
the sides of the trenches to cave in at some points. Some of 
the men were buried in the trench, but were extricated without 
injury. Work was concentrated on clearing the trenches. Com- 
munication trenches were in parts almost impassable, and in 
consequence the rations were, after this, dumped nearer the 
front-line companies. 

** At night companies were chiefly employed on wiring in front 
of the front line, and a great number of coils of barbed and 
concertina-barbed wire put out, thereby considerably strengthening 
the already existing wire. During the four days the enemy 
frequently attempted to fraternise, and movement over the top 
was more or less uninterrupted, though there was a little sniping 
on both sides, but casualties were not inflicted on Battalion. 
At night-time the enemy was particularly quiet, his chief source 
of action being machine guns. There was some activity with 
Ms.” 

This sort of existence, varied by tours in the support and 
reserve lines, or by “‘ rest ” periods behind the line, went on for 
weeks. No item of outstanding importance occurs in the Diaries 
until the German offensive was launched.* Casualties were few. 
An officer (2nd Lieutenant E. R. Scott) was killed on 19th February 
by a machine-gun bullet. On the zoth March the Battalion was 
in the support line, and the following entry, on that date, 
demonstrated the preparedness of the troops: “ Battalion 
‘stood to’ practically day and night in anticipation of an enemy 
attack.” 

In the Bullecourt area, after the hopes of a break-through to 
Cambrai had “ fizzled out,” and the German counter-attacks had 
been brought to a standstill, the 8th East Yorkshires settled down 


* On 15th February a draft of 4 officers and 160 other ranks joined the 7th East 
Yorkshires from the disbanded 12th (S.) Battalion of the Regiment. 
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to face the winter. The remainder of December was without 
incident : one officer was wounded (Captain Young), but casualties 
were light. 

New Year’s Day, 1918, found the Battalion billeted in Hamelin- 
court. On the 26th January the East Yorkshiremen moved up 
into support and the next day took over front-line trenches in the 
Fontaine les Croisilles sector. 

On the 3rd February there is an entry in the Battalion Diary 
which reads as follows: “ First intimation that the 8th Battalion 
is to be disbanded.” It was a bitter pill for the East Yorkshiremen. 
The Battalion had fought splendidly in France and in Flanders and 
had added lustre to the Regimental honours. But Sir Douglas 
Haig had no choice: the only way (seeing that reinforcements 
from England had dropped off alarmingly) was to disband battalions 
and reduce several divisions to cadre strength in order to fill the 
depleted ranks of other divisions. On the 8th, Lord Nunburn- 
holme visited the Battalion. At § a.m. on roth February the East 
Yorkshiremen were withdrawn from the line for the last time 
and moved off to Carlisle Lines near Beaurains. On the morrow 
they marched to Berles-au-Bois. 

The G.O.C., 3rd Division, inspected the Battalion on 14th and 
spoke afterwards on the disbandment. Later in the day orders 
were received that the Battalion was to be amalgamated with the 
12th West Yorkshire Regiment—the two forming the Ioth 
Entrenching Battalion. On the 16th the East Yorkshires were 
reorganised into two companies—Nos. 3 and 4 of the Entrenching 
Battalion—and at 12 midnight, 17th-18th February, ceased to 
exist as the 8th Battalion of the East Yorkshire Regiment. 

The four Battalions of the Regiment (10th, 11th, 12th and 
13th East Yorkshires) of the g2nd Brigade, 31st Division, came out 
of the front-line trenches in the Gavrelle sector early in July, 1917, 
but on the night of the 12th-13th and 13th-14th moved into the 
Mericourt sector, relieving troops of the 1st Canadian Brigade. 

The British trenches in the Mericourt sector were at this 
period distinctly ‘ sketchy,” but those of the enemy were well 
constructed and strongly wired. The village (or rather the ruins 
of it) lay behind the enemy’s front-line trenches, named Mericourt 
and Acheville Trenches. In this sector, No Man’s Land was 
extraordinarily wide, nearly a mile in places. Patrol work was 
therefore constant and, although shell fire was negligible, vigilance 
was necessary, for the enemy was very alert. 
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The East Yorkshires, however, did not stay long in this sector, 


toTH, 1174) for the Canadians again took over the line and the 31st Division 


12TH AND 


13TH Bws. 


JOTH JULY. 


Sry Nov. 


moved back to its previous line of trenches in the Arleux sector. 
‘* By the time we left,” said an officer of the roth Battalion, “ the 
front line had become a garden city, to the amazement of the 
relieving battalion.” The Regiment had lost one officer (of 
roth Battalion) killed, Captain W. S. Clarke, and one officer 
wounded on roth July in the Mericourt sector. 

The g2nd Brigade went into the Arleux sector on 7thSeptember, 
upon which date the four East Yorkshire Battalions were com- 
manded by the following officers: roth, Major T. A. Headlam* ; 
11th, Lieut.-Colonel S. H. Ferrand; 12th, Lieut.-Colonel C. H. 
Gurney; 13th, Lieut.-Colonel C. H. Twiss.f 

From September until the end of the year the East Yorkshires 
spent periodical tours in the front line, support trenches, or in 
billets behind the lines in training. ‘They were months of which 
it is difficult to write because the normal round of trench warfare 
differed very little from that in other parts of the line. It was 
always more or less strenuous, dangerous and, on occasions, exciting. 
Patrol work was constant: from time to time the opposing guns 
shelled the front-line trenches of their respective opponents heavily ; 
trench mortars, machine guns and snipers were always looking for 
targets. On 12th September, the roth Battalion raided the 
enemy’s trenches west of Fresnoy Wood, the raiding party con- 
sisting of 2nd Lieutenants Piper, McDermott and Southern and 
forty other ranks. ‘The results of the raid are recorded as “ Killed 
a few Germans and captured one unwounded prisoner. We had 
two casualties—2znd Lieutenant M. Southern killed and 2nd 
Lieutenant McDermott wounded.” Of other raids there were 
several, but only two—a big raid by the 11th Battalion on the 
enemy’s trenches on 8th November, the other a small German raid 
on the trenches of the 12th Battalion on 30th November—are of 
sufficient importance to record in detail. 

The raid of 8th November was carried out by almost the 
whole Battalion, for the raiding party was composed of 12 officers 
and 350 other ranks of the 11th East Yorkshires, 1 officer and 
40 other ranks (one platoon) of 13th East Yorkshires, and 1 N.C.O. 


* Lieut.-Colonel C. C. Stapledon relinquished command on 7th August, 1917. 
t Lieut.-Colonel Twiss relieved Lieut.-Colonel A. K. M. G. Savory in September, 
1917. 
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and 15 other ranks from the 233rd Company, R.E.—in all 13 
officers and 406 other ranks. 

The objective of the raid was the enemy’s front and support 
lines (Tortoise and Fresnoy Trenches respectively). Fresnoy 
Trench was about §00 yards behind the enemy’s front line, and 
was known to contain company headquarters and many dug-outs. 
To kill or take prisoner as many of the enemy’s troops as possible, 
destroy his dug-outs, and collect information and identifications 
were other objects of the raid. Apparently it was not intended 
to permanently occupy his lines. 

The raiders were organised into four companies—“ A ” (Captain 
C. A. Saville), “ B”’ (Captain W. H. Chapman), ‘“* C ” (Lieutenant 
F. Walker), and “ D” (Captain C. J. Oake): the C.O., Lieut.- 
Colonel S. H. Ferrand, was in charge of the raid. Each company 
consisted of 3 officers, 7§ other ranks and a Lewis-gun section of 
3 other ranks, and to each flank company 1 sergeant and 18 
other ranks were attached. Each company was divided into six 
sections, 1 N.C.O. and 11 meneach. In all, the sections numbered 
28. The platoon of 13th East Yorkshires (under 2nd Lieutenant 
A. K. Acerson) was to be in reserve. 

For six nights before the raid took place the second-in-command 
(Major Shaw) had 1 officer and 4 other ranks from each company 
making steps out of the assembly trenches for each of the 28 
sections, marking the flanks of each section in the assembly trench, 
cutting two gaps in the wire for each company to go out by, 
laying camouflage tapes from the assembly trenches to the gaps, 
building up the assembly trenches where there was a chance of 
seeing the raiders assembling (the raid taking place in daylight), 
and providing and training guides to lead each raiding party 
through the gaps in the wire. All these duties were carried out 
splendidly and show how highly organised were raids as the war 
proceeded. During these preparations Colonel Ferrand had 
taken the raiding party off to Mont St. Eloy on 5th November, 
where training for the raid over special ground took place until 
the 7th, the raiders then marching to Ecoivres, where they were 
addressed by the Divisional Commander. They then entrained 
for Daylight Railhead, marching thence to Long Wood, where they 
rested for the night. 

Zero hour was 12 noon on 8th November—broad daylight 
—no easy undertaking against an enemy very much on the 
alert. 


K 3 


1917. 


1OTH, 11TH, 


12TH AND 
13TH Bns. 


8tH Nov. 


1917. 
LiTH AND [3TH 
Bn. 
8tH Nov. 


262 The Last Winter in the Trenches. 1917-18 


At 8 a.m. on the 8th the raiders, by companies at 10 minutes’ 
interval, began to move up to the assembly trench. The morning 
was very light and again the enemy’s aeroplanes were up, flying 
early over the British lines. They flew up and down above the 
trenches at a height of about 2,000 to 3,000 feet, and detection 
seemed certain. But all ranks had been ordered to stand quite 
still and not look up, and the assembly operations escaped detection. 

The raid was to be covered by an artillery barrage (creeping 
and protective), and for the first time the East Yorkshires were 
to go forward under a machine-gun barrage, the latter co-operating 
in the creeping and flank barrages and in a fire demonstration on 
Fresnoy Park (south of the attack). Trench mortars and Stokes 
mortars were to fire on the flanks of the raid and form a thin 
smoke barrage respectively. 

At zero hour the 18-pounders opened the barrage on Tortoise, 
and for four minutes continued to pound the enemy’s trenches 
and wire: it was a barrage of extraordinary denseness and regu- 
larity, the guns firing with absolute precision. Under cover of 
this fire the raiders, having left their trenches and formed up 
practically without any difficulty, followed so closely on the 
barrage that they were into the enemy’s trenches before he had 
time to man them. The hostile wire entanglements had been 
blown to bits, and there was no difficulty in getting through them 
quickly and into the enemy’s lines. During the advance across 
No Man’s I.and a German machine gun, firing from a concrete 
emplacement, caused a certain amount of trouble. The Sappers 
got to it, but could not get a mobile charge into position to blow 
the emplacement up. The infantry therefore threw bombs, 
and there was no more trouble from that quarter. The barrage 
had now crept to the final objective—Fresnoy Trench. So 
unexpected had been the attack that the enemy put up practically 
no defence in Tortoise, and the raiders were therefore able to 
mop up quickly and rush on close on the heels of the barrage. 
Indeed, some men actually reached Fresnoy Trench before the 
barrage rolled on again, and one or two casualties were suffered. 
As the raiders jumped into the enemy’s trenches they found large 
numbers of Germans putting on their gas masks. A party of 
about 40 bolted, and they were pursued and mostly shot down or 
bayoneted, or ran into the barrage and were killed. 

Fifteen dug-outs were found, only one of which—a bomb 
store—contained no Germans. Some of these dug-outs contained 
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8, and others as many as between 40 and 50 of the enemy. 
Great difficulty was experienced in getting them to come out; they 
were terrified not only of the East Yorkshiremen but of the gas. 
An officer of the East Yorkshires who went down one of the dug- 
outs containing over 40 Germans could not persuade them to 
come out and they were left to their fate. S.K. bombs and P- 
bombs were thrown into the dug-outs, but still the enemy did 
not emerge. Finally, all dug-outs were blown up by the R.E.; 
they were completely destroyed and most were in flames. A 
German company commander and his staff were captured, but 
in being passed back across No Man’s Land were killed by shells 
from their own guns. 

During the attack German reinforcements, estimated at two 
companies, seen moving towards Fresnoy Trench, were engaged 
and completely broken up by machine-gun fire, and were driven 
to cover in shell holes. 

At 12.20 p.m. the order to withdraw was given, but soon the 
gallant East Yorkshiremen came under heavy hostile machine-gun 
fire and numerous casualties were suffered, amounting to § officers 
and §0 other ranks. Of two officers, Captain C. A. Saville and 
Lieutenant H. I. Wright, first reported wounded and missing, the 
former was afterwards found to be killed ; 2nd Lieutenants M. H. 
Clift and A. H. Oliver were killed and Lieutenant W. Joy wounded. 
Twenty-one Germans were taken prisoner and brought back, 54 
were killed in the trenches and at least 150 who refused to come out 
of their dug-outs. Sixteen dug-outs, two trench mortars and three 
machine guns were blown up. A large number of the enemy who 
ran away from Fresnoy Trench ran into the barrage and were 
killed or wounded. The whole raid wasa splendid success, and on 
the 14th the Corps Commander inspected the officers, N.C.Os., 
and men who took part in the raid and congratulated them on 
their fine exploit. 

On 30th November, the enemy tried to raid Post 25a of the 
12th East Yorkshires. For fifteen minutes a hot fight ensued, 
during which the garrison of the Post prevented the enemy from 
entering. Second Lieutenant J. Local then organised a counter- 
attack before which the enemy fled back to his own trenches 
leaving behind a wounded prisoner, but he died before he could be 
interrogated. 

During the remainder of the year little of importance happened 
to the East Yorkshires of the 31st Division. 
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The tst January, 1918—the dawn of a year of vast importance— 
came in quietly. Allies and enemy alike were nursing their 
reserves and, particularly the former, were gathering strength for 
the next great struggle, deemed at that early period as not far off. 
For the first few weeks of the year, therefore, it is not surprising 
that the Diaries of all units contain few items of importance. 
Patrol work was constant, for it was alwaysnecessary for the opposing 
forces to keep a close watch on each other’s doings. Small raids 
on and by the enemy, chiefly for the purpose of obtaining identi- 
fications, are occasionally reported. During the evening of the 
31st January, for instance, while the 11th East Yorkshires were 
relieving the 13th Battalion, the “S.O.S.” went up from Arleux 
Post. A party of the enemy—about 12 Germans—crossed 
No Man’s Land and attempted to enter the Battalion’s lines. 
They were, however, easily repulsed, and four of them were 
captured at no loss to the East Yorkshires. The Diary of the 
13th Battalion records that there were three raiding parties, each 
of 12 Germans, but all were repulsed. 

Early in February—on 8th—the 12th and 13th Battalions were 
disbanded—victims of hard necessity! These two Battalions 
of East Yorkshiremen (as their records show) had done their duty 
nobly, but the blow was somewhat tempered by the majority of 
the officers and men of both Battalions being drafted to the 6th, 
7th, roth and 11th Battalions of the Regiment. The 12th was 
at Ecoivres and the 13th at Ecurie when they ceased to exist as 
separate units. 

On the rst March the r1th East Yorkshires lost their popular 
C.O.—Lieut.-Colonel Ferrand—who for fourteen months had 
commanded the Battalion. After three years’ continuous service 
in France the Colonel had been transferred to England for six 
months’ rest. Lieut.-Colonel C. H. Gurney, who had previously 
commanded the 12th East Yorkshires, then assumed command 
of the 11th. 

On Ist March, the g2nd Brigade marched back to an area north 
of St. Pol for three weeks’ rest and training. The roth Battalion 
billeted in Monchy-Breton and the 11th in La Thieuloye and 
were still in these villages when, on the 21st March, the storm broke 
and the grey avalanche began to sweep across the old Somme 


Battlefields. 


CHAPTER XIX. 


The Grey Avalanche. 


The German Offensives of 1918. 
I. In Picardy, 


OM the foregoing narrative it will be seen that so 
far as the East Yorkshire Regiment was concerncd the last 
winter of the Great War, 1.¢., 1917-1918, with the 
exception of the Cambrai operations, was productive of 
few incidents of outstanding importance. But the spring 
months of the latter year were to tell a different tale, 

for it was then that the grey avalanche swept westwards over the 
old battlefields of the Somme and the Lys, threatening to drive 
the gallant troops, who held the line with indomitable pluck, 
back upon the French coast. 

The exhausting battles of 1917 had left the Allies (especially 
the British) very weak. Both sides had suffered considerable losses, 
but, whereas the British were unable immediately to regain their 
strength owing to the falling off of reinforcements from England, 
the Germans were not so placed: the collapse of Russia had 
released large numbers of troops from the Eastern Front, and 
these were being brought rapidly back to the Western Front to 
take part in the Great Offensive of March, 1918. Some of these 
troops had, indeed, taken part in the enemy’s counter-attack at - 
Cambrai on 30th November, 1917. Thereafter, until the launching 
of his great offensive, the enemy steadily devoted his efforts to 
the massing of great numbers of troops, whose orders were to 
break through the Allied line, roll up the inner flanks of the 
British and French, and inflict upon them a decisive defeat. 

The portions of the British line attacked by the Germans on 
21st March lay, roughly, between La Fére northward to just 
south-east of Arras, a front of about 54 miles. This front was 
held by the Fifth and Third British Armies (right and left respec- 


tively): the junction of the two Armies was about Gonnelieu. 
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The Fifth Army had, on the morning of the German attack, 
11 divisions in line and three infantry and three cavalry divisions 
in reserve: the Third Army eight divisions in line and seven in 
reserve. The total number of British divisions in the line and 
in reserve was therefore 32. 

Against this force the Germans attacked with three great 
Armies—Eighteenth, Second, and Seventeenth (from left to right). 
The left flank of the Eighteenth was at La Feére, the right roughly 
on the Omignon Brook, where it joined the Second, the boundary 
between the latter and the Seventeenth Army being approximately 
at Moeuvres; the right of the Seventeenth was about half-way 
between Arras and Lens. The Eighteenth and Second German 
Armies attacked between La Fére and Villers Guislain, and the 
Seventeenth from Moeuvres to Croisilles. By this means the 
enemy hoped to pinch off the Cambrai re-entrant, known to us 
as the Flesquiéres Salient. 

These three Armies totalled 76 divisions, 1.¢., 13 held the 
German front line on the morning of 21st March, 28 formed the 
first wave of the attack, 19 the second, and 16 the third. Little 
wonder that Sir Douglas Haig’s gallant troops had to fall back, 
for not only were they outnumbered man to man, but the enemy 
had also a tremendous superiority in artillery, having massed guns 
of all calibres in great numbers behind his front, from which the 
offensive was to take place. For weeks also he had drenched the 
trenches and back areas of his opponents with gas, using enormous 
quantities of gas shells, which caused grievous casualties among the 
British divisions all along the line from opposite La Fére to Arras.* 
The enemy had also collected machine guns and trench mortars in 
profusion. 

All preparations made for the attack, General Ludendorff 
reported to the German Emperor that “ the Army was assembled 
and well prepared to undertake the biggest task in its history.” 

The enemy’s intentions were, however, known at British and 
French G.H.Q., for on the 18th and 19th March two Germans 
belonging to a trench-mortar company deserted and gave them- 
selves up to the French; they also gave information concerning 
the impending attack. 


* In one division alone 2,000 gas casualties were suffered. 
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THE FIRST BATTLES OF THE 
SOMME, 1918. 


THE BATTLE OF ST. QUENTIN. 
21st-23rd March, 1918. 


So far as it concerns the East Yorkshire Regiment, the story 
of the opening of the Great German Offensive and of the gallant 
attempts to stem the tide of the grey avalanche as it swept 
westwards begins immediately south and north of the Flesquiéres 
Salient. Here the 21st Division held the Epéhy—Peiziére-Vaucel- 
lette-Chapel Crossing Sector, the divisional front line extending 
from about 150 yards due east of Epéhy to between 700 and 800 
yards south of Gauche Wood. Chapel Hill, just south-west of 
Chapel Crossing, was a dominant feature in the left sub-sector of 
the divisional front. On the morning of 21st March the rroth 
Brigade held the right and the 62nd the left sub-sectors of the 
divisional front: the 64th Brigade was in divisional reserve, the 
1st East Yorkshires (Major J. H. Coles* temporarily commanding) 
and goth K.O.Y.L.I. being at Saulcourt and the 15th D.L.I. at 
Lieramont. All ranks knew that the enemy was preparing for 
a great attempt to break through, and as early as 18th March the 
Diary of the Ist Battalion records that precautionary measures in 
case of attack were taken. All ranks also slept at night fully 
clothed and with boots on. On the 2oth the period of alertness 
still continued. During the day two Companies, * C ” and “ D,” 
had been at work in Cable Trench, and at nightfall “A” and 
‘*B ’ Companies received orders that they were to come under 
the orders of the 110th Brigade the following morning. 

The night of zoth-z1st March was still, there was hardly any 
wind and everywhere up and down the line there was a tense feeling 
that something was about to happen. That strange eerie sense 
is described in more than one battalion Diary. Before dawn had 
broken the sentries reported a heavy ground mist, screening the 
hostile trenches and positions from view. This mist was a stroke 
of Fortune in favour of the enemy, for behind it he was able to 
make final preparations and even to move guns and trench mortars 
with their ammunition into positions ‘‘ behind, in, and in places 
even in front of, the foremost trenches.’’+ 


* Lieut.-Colonel Trimble was at Fifth Army Infantry School. 
t General Ludendorff. 
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About 4.30 a.m. (4 a.m. German time) on 21st there was a 
tremendous crash along the whole front from between La Feére 
and Croisilles, a distance of approximately forty-four miles. The 
British front-line trenches, support and reserve areas, and even the 
back areas as far westward as St. Pol, were literally plastered with 
shells of all calibre. Other portions of the Allied front were 
bombarded also. For two hours this general bombardment 
continued, then most of the German guns switched on to the 
front line, and the enemy’s trench-mortar batteries joined in. 
Of the two companies of 1st East Yorkshires which had been placed 
under the orders of the 110th Brigade (21st Division), ‘‘ B ”” had 
already moved out into position in the Yellow Line when the 
first bombardment began, but ‘‘ A,” just moving out, was caught 
in the fury of the shelling and suffered casualties. The rest of the 
Battalion took cover in the “ slit’ trenches round the huts in 
Soarer Camp, ready to move. 

A little before g a.m. the German shell fire was concentrated 
to form a barrage on the British trenches and forward positions, 
*¢ only a portion being left on hostile batteries and special points.”’* 
But the fog continued, and the guns of both sides were confined 
to firing on registered targets. It was impossible to see across No 
Man’s Land, and, indeed, some accounts state that it was not 
possible to see beyond fifty yards. The British guns, trench mortars 
and machine guns were therefore “ blinded,” they could not see 
those thousands of Germans in their closely packed trenches, 
even then getting ready to sweep like a grey wave across No Man’s 
Land. 

No sooner had the enemy’s guns formed a barrage on the British 
lines than his infantry advanced to the assault. The hour varied 
in different sectors, but by 9.45 a.m. the attack had become 
general along the whole front of fifty-four miles between the 
Oise and the Sensee Rivers. 

The German soldiery had been told that this was the final attack 
to end the War: that success was assured. They came on in some 
sectors (so it is said) singing patriotic songs: they were “‘ bunched ” 
together, the fog, no doubt, contributing to this formation, since 
the essential thing was to maintain touch, but even had there 
been no fog, seeing the great number of troops employed, they 
could hardly have advanced in open order. The British outposts 
heard a sound as of the tramping of vast numbers of men: hoarse 

* General Ludendorff. 
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commands rang from the throats of the German officers and 
N.C.Os., and ere ever the garrisons of the posts had a chance of 
getting their machine guns and Lewis guns into action they were 
overwhelmed. Some, indeed, were able to fire S.O.S. signals in 
vain hopes that they would be seen by the artillery through the 
fog, but they were not—the mist was too dense. And so the 
enemy pushed on to the front-line trenches where again, in places, 
the first warning the troops had that the German attack had begun 
was the sudden disconcerting vision of the enemy’s infantry advanc- 
ing swiftly and only a few yards away. 

‘““A” and “ B” Companies of the East Yorkshires had already 
moved off to positions near the Yellow Line,* under the r1oth 
Brigade, when between § and 6 a.m. the 64th Brigade was ordered 
to “man battle stations.” The remaining Companies then 
moved to positions of readiness just west of Saulcourt, the K.O.Y.L.I. 
to west of Guyencourt and the D.L.I. to south of Heudicourt, 
1.¢., the Brown Line. 

In the thick mist, semi-darkness, and with the stifling fumes 
from the enemy’s gas shells, it was difficult if not impossible to 
tell what was going on around. 

By 8 a.m. the enemy’s gun fire had slackened, but the mist was 
heavy over the ground and there was no news from the front line. 
““A” and “ B” Companies in the Yellow Line and the Epéhy— 
Saulcourt road had suffered from occasional heavy shells which 
wiped out groups of men. Battalion H.Q., ““C” and “D” 
Companies were having an uncomfortable time. At the very out- 
set of the hostile bombardment a large shell had fallen into the hut 
where H.Q. Company were billeted, killed Sergeant-Signaller 
Wood and wounding many men. Another landed on the hut 
used by H.Q. servants, blowing crockery, etc., to bits. R.S.M. 
Grieve, who was standing in a deep trench behind H.Q. kitchen, 
was completely buried. The Adjutant and the Doctor dug him 
out. In quick succession some fifty or sixty casualties occurred. 

About noon Battalion H.Q., with “‘C” and “ D” Companies, 
moved to a position south-east of Saulcourt Wood, leaving obser- 
vation posts in the Brown Line. At midday (1 p.m.) the enemy’s 
bombardment slackened considerably. At 4.15 p.m. Battalion 
H.Q., with “C” and “D” Companies, moved again to the 
Brown Line. The C.O., however, finding that the nearest troops 


© There were four “lines ’’ behind the front-line trenches, and these in order from 
east to west, were Yellow, Red, Brown and Green. 
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on his right (a company of R.E.) were at Capron Copse, extended 
his line to join up with the Sappers. When darkness had fallen 
a brigade of the 39th Division came up and dug a defensive flank 
from Jean Copse to the south-east corner of Saulcourt Wood. 

Thus it will be seen that, so far as fighting was concerned, 
the East Yorkshires did not come into touch with the enemy on 
the first day of the battle. Indeed, an officer said of the afternoon 
of 21st March: “ Ahead it appeared as though all was quiet in 
the front line.” But the situation had altered since the early 
morning. Epéhy and Peiziére (110th Brigade) were held, but the 
line northwards as far as, and including, Vaucelette, had been 
pierced. The Brigade Diary states that at 4 p.m. “‘ Chapel Hill 
was held, but the Germans had penetrated as far as the Yellow 
Line south of here and were occupying most of this line up to a 
point a few hundred yards south of the Heudicourt-Peiziére 
railway.” 

At 7.45 p.m. a counter-attack to clear the Yellow Line, north 
of the railway up to and inclusive of the Heudicourt—Vaucelette 
road, was launched by the 15th D.L.I. and the first and support 
trenches of the Yellow Line were recaptured, 60 Germans being 
taken prisoner. Chapel Hill had, however, been twice lost and 
recaptured during the day, and there is some doubt whether it 
was in British or German hands on the night of the 2iIst. 

All along the line the German infantry had concentrated 
their attacks against high ground in the British lines; they did 
this with the idea of enfilading the British troops holding the 
lower ground. 

The night of 21st-22nd March, though peaceful in front of 
the East Yorkshires, was nevertheless one of anxiety. Disquieting 
rumours were afloat of the enemy’s successes south and north, but 
hardly a single shot or a single shell was fired along the front of 
the 1st Battalion. 

Dawn had hardly broken on the 22nd when again the enemy’s 
troops advanced to the attack. As on the 21st, a thick mist 
enveloped the battlefield. During the morning the 16th Division, 
on the right of the 21st, withdrew under orders. The right flank 
of the latter (held by the 1st East Yorkshires) was then in the air. 
Pushing out officer patrols to Capron Copse and Villers Faucon, 
the C.O. drew in his right to Jean Copse, joining up with troops 
of the 39th Division. The two Companies (“ A” and ‘ B”’), 
which had been under the orders of the 110th Brigade, rejoined 
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the Battalion during the morning and were put on the left, N.E. 
of Saulcourt: they were in position by 2 p.m. 

Hitherto, practically no fighting had been seen by the ist 
East Yorkshires, but by 3 p.m. there were indications that it 
would not be long ere the Battalion was involved in a desperate 
struggle with the enemy. All along the front the Germans were 
pressing forward in great numbers. Overhead, low-flying aero- 
planes in large numbers machine-gunned the British troops as 
they clung to their positions. The chief danger to the 64th 
Brigade was on the right flank, where the enemy was seen advancing 
rapidly through Villers Faucon. In front of the East Yorkshires 
he was seen massing for an attack. The “S.O.S.” was sent up 
and the divisional guns opened fire, but, unfortunately, the shells 
fell on the line occupied by the left battalion of the 39th Division, 
with the result that a number of these troops ran back into the 
trenches of “‘C”’ Company, Ist East Yorkshires. The Company 
Commander (Lieutenant Waite), however, pushed forward his 
reserve platoon into the flank position vacated. By now the 
enemy’s machine-gun fire on the 1st Battalion was very heavy, 
and he was reported to be working down the Villers—Faucon- 
Lieramont road. A party of sappers from the 98th Field Company 
therefore went off to hold the southern edge of Saulcourt 
Wood. 

At about 4.15 p.m. 64th Brigade H.Q. had received orders 
from the division to withdraw to the Green Line* at 7.30 p.m. 
By this time Epehy had been evacuated and was in the hands 
of the enemy, whose troops could be seen advancing westwards in 
considerable numbers. 

About § p.m. the position of the 1st East Yorkshires began to 
reach a desperate stage. Against the right flank of the Battalion, 
held by ‘‘ C ” Company, who had with them a number of troops 
belonging to the 39th Division, the enemy suddenly appeared 
in great strength. ‘* Late in the afternoon,” said an officer of the 
Regiment, ‘‘ Germans seemed to spring up from nowhere, in front 
of us and to the right and to the left, and our only alternative was 
to retreat.” But to retire was not so easy. The men of the 39th 
Division, who had already suffered a hard gruelling in the line, 
streamed back along the trenches of the East Yorkshiremen, 
carrying with them a number of men of “C ”’? Company. Fighting 
became heavy and the two right Companies of the Battalion were 


© The Green Line ran southwards from the eastern exits of Nurlu. 
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driven back into Saulcourt Village, but not before they had taken 
heavy toll of the enemy. The Lewis-gun officer (2nd Lieutenant 
G. S. Mansfield), who with his men held a hedge south-east of 
the village, stuck to his post almost to the last and then only 
retired with the Germans practically on his heels. But in Saul- 
court it was impossible to halt and re-form, for the enemy’s pressure 
was heavy. The retirement was therefore continued through the 
village and across the old football ground towards the Quarry at 
Longavesnes. The Germans pushed through the village into 
Ambush Camp and then mounted a heavy machine gun which 
tore gaps in the ranks of the retiring East Yorkshiremen. Hostile 
aeroplanes, low-flying, also poured a stream of bullets on the tired 
and weary troops. Lieutenant Mansfield was hit and died almost 
immediately. At the north-east end of Saulcourt the Battalion 
had several posts which put up a splendid resistance, but, outnum- 
bered and enfiladed on all sides, they could not carry on the unequal 
fight. Isolated parties of men succeeded in working their way 
back, but no officers escaped. In that desperate situation the 
ist Battalion maintained the highest traditions of the East York- 
shire Regiment. Officers and men sold their lives dearly and fought 
to the bitter end, clinging with fine courage and devotion to duty 
to positions they should have evacuated long before: but such 
was the grit of the East Yorkshiremen. 

What the losses of the Battalion were on the 22nd March it is 
impossible to say, but 2nd Lieutenants P. Wadsworth and T. A. 
Stockham were amongst those killed. 

At the Quarry at Longavesnes the remnants of the Battalion 
were found, Brigade H.Q. being also there, and by nightfall the 
East Yorkshires had taken up a position in the Green Line about 
midway between the village and Templeux-la-Fosse, facing south- 
east, with King’s Copse on their right. 

The night of 22nd-23rd was a terribly anxious time. The 
Battalion was in some old French trenches with dilapidated wire 
outin front. But the gaps were filled in and the trenches improved. 
Several German patrols were driven off with loss. Of sleep there 
was little. During the night the nucleus party joined—a welcome 
reinforcement. Not a shell or bullet was fired by the Germans, 
and apart from their patrols, they showed no activity. Ahead 
of the Battalion a British dump blazed fiercely—all round, indeed, 
there were lurid glares from buildings and stores which had been 
set alight ere they were abandoned. 
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No sooner had dawn broken on 23rd than the enemy’s snipers 
became active. About 8 a.m. a thick fog came down over the 
battlefield, screening the advancing Germans. _A hostile machine 
gun had managed to establish itself in the wire in front of the East 
Yorkshiremen and now began to cause heavy casualties. An 
officer of ““ D” Company (Lieutenant H. W. Sheffield), taking a 
man or two with him, rushed out to bomb the gun and its team, 
but they were shot down immediately and killed. 

Screened by the fog the enemy came on in great numbers. 
‘Twice he was beaten back with heavy loss by machine-gun, Lewis- 
gun and rifle fire. But prodigal of the lives of his troops he pushed 
them forward again and again to the attack. During one of the 
intervals between these assaults, Lance-Corporal Brady rushed out 
and brought in a machine gun from amidst the wire entanglements 
defending the Battalion’s trenches. He went out again, but on 
this occasion with Lieutenant J. N. Stephenson and an officer of the 
gth K.O.Y.L.I., and the three brought in not only another machine 
gun, but identifications—one German officer and three other 
ranks as prisoners. There were numerous actions such as these 
but they are not recorded ; it is always so in every battle. The 
captured machine guns were used against the enemy and many 
Germans were shot down with them. 

At 9.30 a.m. Colonel Coles received orders to withdraw to a 
line between Aizecourt-le-Haut and Bussu, the East Yorkshires to 
Berris and Messerite Trench. 

Fortune was again hard upon the East Yorkshiremen that day, 
for just as the retirement began the fog lifted. And now from 
in front and from both flanks machine-gun and rifle bullets swept 
the ranks of the luckless rst Battalion. The remnants of the 
K.O.Y.L.I. and East Yorkshires withdrew down the valley just 
south of the Longavesnes-Templeux-la-Fosse road. One gallant 
N.C.O.—Sergeant Thomas—with a few men held on for about 
three minutes (every second was fraught with danger) after the 
remainder had gone—he had not received orders to withdraw. 
He and his comrades did splendid work in covering the retirement 
of the main body. Just south of Templeux there was a small 
copse, and here the Battalion re-assembled. They then withdrew 
in artillery formation, but, running into an enemy barrage, platoons 
lost touch and small parties dribbled back as best they could. 
The C.OQ. became separated with only a few men and lost touch 
with his Brigade, though he eventually met the Brigadier at the 
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cross-roads just north of Feuillancourt. The survivors of the 
64th Brigade then took up a position along the Feuillancourt— 
Bouchavesnes road, with troops of the 39th Division on their right 
and of the gth Division on their left. ‘Troops of the 39th Division 
at this time (it was about 2.33 p.m.) held Mont St. Quentin, but 
reports were received that they had gone back, and the 64th 
Brigade was ordered to withdraw to the Bouchavesnes—Clery 
Copse Ridge, the East Yorkshires being on the left of the Brigade 
line near Roadwood, in touch with the 2nd Lincolns on their 
left. 

‘Our strength at the time,” said Colonel Coles in his report, 
‘* was 8 officers and 80 other ranks.” 

The night of 23rd—24th passed quietly. Thus, in the first 
phase of the Battle,* the enemy, immediately south of the Fles- 
quiéres Salient, had penetrated westwards as far as Manancourt, 
Bouchavesnes, and Peronne. 

Meanwhile, on the northern flank of the Salient, very heavy 
fighting had taken place, the 17th Division putting up a splendid 
resistance. 

On the night of 20th March the 17th Division held the front 
line from north-west of Flesquiéres to north-east of Demicourt, 
with the 52nd Brigade on the right and the soth on the left, the 
latter astride the Canal du Nord. Of the latter Brigade the 
roth West Yorkshires held the right sub-sector and the 6th Dorsets 
the left: the 7th East Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel W. E. Thomas 
commanding) were in the support trenches. 

During the terrific bombardment with H.E. and gas, to which 
the enemy subjected the Divisional area, the 7th Battalion ‘‘ stood 
to”’ with box respirators on. For six hours a deluge of shells 
swept the front-line, support, and reserve trenches. The enemy 
then attacked the §2nd Brigade, on the right of the 5oth, and the 
sist Division, on the left of the 17th, but along the front of the 
soth Brigade he appears only to have pushed out strong recon- 
noitring patrols, which were held up and severely handled by 
fire from Lewis guns and rifles. But he succeeded in penetrating 
the trenches of the 52nd Brigade, and at about Io a.m. turned 
north and attacked the flank of the roth West Yorkshires, taking 
a portion of the trenches held by them. But his triumph was 
short-lived, for he was bombed out, and also from part of the line 
he had captured from the §2nd Brigade. 

® The Battle of St. Quentin, 218st-23rd March, 1918. 
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For the remainder of the 21st heavy shell-fire fell on the 
Divisional sector. The enemy’s guns had penetrated to the right 
and left rear of the sector, and were thus able to enfilade the 
trenches of the soth and s2nd Brigades. But he had no further 
successes with his infantry attacks. 

Late at night Divisional H.Q. ordered the evacuation of the 
front line, and both Brigades fell back, the soth to the line of the 
outer defences of Hermies and Havrincourt, with outposts in 
trenches farther forward. This outpost line (Gong Trench, 
in the old British line near the Slag Heaps) was held by the 7th 
East Yorkshires. It was in an exposed position and, as a conse- 
quence, was a mark for the enemy’s attacks on the 22nd. But 
with fine tenacity the East Yorkshiremen, though attacked with 
flammenwerfer, held their ground, “ D” Company especially 
beating off the enemy with severe losses. About 2 p.m., however, 
another retirement was ordered, and the 7th Battalion fell back 
to Maxwell Avenue (between Hermies and the Canal du Nord). 
This position was held during the night 22nd-23rd. From early 
morning on the 23rd until noon the enemy launched incessant 
attacks against the 17th Divisional front, but his strength was 


already beginning to fail and he was beaten off successfully. But 


at 9.30 a.m. orders had been received to continue the retirement 
still farther west, through the Beugny—Ytres lines of defence to 
an assembly area west of Villers-au-Flos. This withdrawal was, 
however, an exceedingly difficult operation, for the Germans 
had brought forward their field artillery with astonishing rapidity 
and had already reached Velu Wood when, at about noon, the 
17th Division began to move back. Caught in heavy hostile 
shell-fire from the left flank and direct rear, the Soth Brigade 
suffered many casualties, and at one time it appeared as if the 
rearguard of the Brigade (which had the farthest to go of all 
troops of the Division) would be most certainly cut off and 
captured. But their pluck and steady fighting brought them 
through. The 7th East Yorkshires fell back to the next slag heap 
which they held until, later in the afternoon, they had to retire 
again through troops of the 2nd Division to the Velu Wood 
line. Here, however, their stay was but temporary, as they 
again fell back to Rocquigny, where they bivouacked for the 
night. 

"That is the story of the 7th East Yorkshires during the first 
three days of that exciting time. But it isnot the whole story, 
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for it was during these and the succeeding days* that the 7th 
Battalion of the Regiment gained its first and only Victoria Cross 
during the War. 

On the morning of 22nd, while the enemy’s preparatory barrage 
was still on the front line, and before his infantry launched a very 
heavy attack, Sergeant H. Jackson volunteered to go out on a 
daylight patrol. He crept out of the trenches and succeeded in 
gaining touch with the enemy. Having observed their concentra- 
tion he returned with information which proved to be of great 
value. The same morning, after the enemy had launched his 
attack and had penetrated the trenches of the Battalion, Sergeant 
Jackson held an important bombing stop and by his vigorous 
offensive forced the Germans to retire. Later, he stalked an enemy 
machine gun which was enfilading the Battalion’s trenches and, 
single-handed, bombed the crew and put the gun definitely out 
of action, killing or wounding the entire crew. For the seven days 
following he fought with magnificent gallantry during the rearguard 
actions: the official “‘ Recommendation ” ends with these words : 
“On March 31st, at Bouzincourt, he took command of his company 
after all his officers had become casualties, led them to the attack 
with splendid bravery and initiative, and withdrew when ordered 
to do so under heavy fire, and took up a good, new, defensive 
position. He afterwards repeatedly went out into the open and 
brought back badly wounded men under a murderous enemy 
fire. His wonderful coolness and devotion to duty under the most 
trying circumstances has set the highest example to everyone.” f 

Ludendorff flung his thousands against our hundreds, but with 
men of the spirit of Sergeant Jackson the German offensive was 
foredoomed to failure, and everywhere up and down the line that 
spirit, that splendid gallantry and devotion to duty, were evident 
on all sides. 

Of the divisions in reserve which Sir Douglas Haig had at his 
disposal, the 5oth was in the Harbonnieres area when the great 
German offensive began. The 150th Brigade occupied Cayeux 
and villages in the neighbourhood, the 1/4th East Yorkshires being 
billeted in Guillaucourt. 

The offensive had been in progress a few hours only when the 
1soth Brigade received orders to be ready to move at four hours’ 
notice. It was, however, 7 p.m. at night before the Brigade 


* Itis more convenient to tell the story here of the herosim of Sergeant H. Jackson. 
t See Appendix V. 
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began to move, when H.Q., with the 1/4th East Yorkshires and 
4th Green Howards, entrained for Brie. It was 11 p.m. before 
Brie was reached and the troops had scarcely detrained before 
orders were received to march immediately and assemble on the 
Green Line, or near zone of defences, covering Fléechin, Bernes 
and Nobescourt Farm. 

Between 12 midnight and I a.m. the troops set out on a long 
and dismal march. A thick mist covered the countryside, the 
roads were congested with heavy traffic and the men were carrying 
their packs. Dead beat, without having had rest of any kind, the 
East Yorkshires and Green Howards trudged on and on, and soon 
after dawn reached their bivouacs. They were in an exhausted 
condition, but had to man the defences immediately—Bernes 
being allotted to the East Yorkshires. 

The position at dawn on 22nd was that the r1§oth Brigade 
held the Green Line defences at Fléchin, Bernes and Nobescourt 
Farm, with the 1§ist Brigade on the right. The soth Division 
was in reserve to the 66th Division which, on the night of 21st, 
held the line about Le Verguier. 

The Diary of the 1/4th Battalion does not record fighting on 
22nd, describing the happenings of the 21st—22nd in the following 
brief sentences: ‘‘ Moved by rail to Brie. Marched from Brie to 
Bernes, taking up a position in the Green Line in reserve to 66th 
Division. At 4 p.m. (22nd) they retired through us and we became 
the front line and had patrols out. We captured seven prisoners.” 
At 6 p.m., however, the Germans attacked Nobescourt Farm and 
the Green Howards were forced to give ground, falling back to a 
position about eight hundred yards west of the Green Line. 
It was fortunate, indeed, that the enemy attack stopped short at 
this point (dusk was falling), for the 1/4th East Yorkshires were 
now in a precarious position with the enemy on their right rear. 
The Brigade Diary states that ‘‘ the Battalion had been attacked, 
but, after inflicting severe losses on the enemy, had held their 
ground,” 1.¢., their original position covering Bernes and Fléchin. 

Careful reading of the Brigade Diary discloses the fact that the 
general situation along the front of the §oth Division was obscure : 
the 149th Brigade had been driven out of Poeuilly and was 1,000 
yards west of the village. Brigade H.Q. said “if the Division 
attempted to hold its present position the next day (23rd) it 
appeared that the line would be swamped by the enemy masses 
and it would be difficult to extricate the troops. Some sort of 
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withdrawal seemed imperative.” Very late that night it was 
decided to withdraw, and the Brigade ordered the 1/4th East York- 
shires to fall back on a line covering Vraignes, the §th Green Howards 
to a line from Vraignes to Beaumetz: the 4th Green Howards 
to cover the retirement and then fall back to a reserve position east 
of Bouvincourt. ‘The movement was to be completed by §.30 a.m. 
on 23rd. 

The retirement to Vraignes was duly carried out by the 1/4th 
East Yorkshires, but subsequent orders (received by Brigade 
Headquarters at 4 a.m.) that the whole line was to withdraw during 
the day to west of the Somme, were four hours late in reaching the 
former, with the consequence that, at about 7.30 a.m., the enemy 
attacked the Battalion having, under cover of a heavy ground mist, 
pushed his motor machine guns well forward. The Battalion was 
almost surrounded, ‘* B ’? Company being cut off. 

Details of the desperate fighting which must have taken place 
were lacking, the Battalion Diary describing the events of that 
stirring day as follows: “5 p.m. Withdrew under orders across 
the Brie bridge after fighting a rearguard action at about 4.2. 
Not in touch with anyone on our flanks. Had to retire through a 
very heavy barrage. The bridge was blown up before a few of the 
stragglers had crossed. Took up a position in support about 1,000 
yards west of the bridge. Left this position (10 p.m.) and marched 
to Belloy-en-Santerre where we had a few hours rest.” Apparently 
by 2 a.m. on 24th all battalions (that is to say, the survivors of all 
battalions) of the Brigade were bivouacked at Belloy. 

That the 1/4th East Yorkshires had had hard fighting is very 
evident from the fact that when the Battalion went into action on 
21st the strength was 22 officers and 660 other ranks: on reaching 
Belloy on the night of 23rd they numbered only 14 officers and 
332 other ranks. 


Actions of the Somme Crossings. 
24th—2§th March. 


Early on the morning of 24th March, rsoth Brigade H.Q. 
received orders that the soth Division was being withdrawn, but 
the Brigade was to be attached to the 8th Division to assist in the 
defence of the Somme Crossings at Eterpigny. All units of the 
Brigade were warned at about 7 a.m. About noon the Brigadier 
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was on his way to reconnoitre the new positions when he was met 
by staff officers of the 8th Division, with orders for the 150th 
Brigade to march at once across country, carrying Lewis guns, to 
Marchelepot to reinforce the 24th Brigade, on whose front the 
enemy had already crossed the Somme. ‘‘ Owing to the exhausted 
state of the men and the broken ground of the devastated area it 
was impossible to carry out this order.” 

But somehow the troops were got on the way, the Lewis guns, 
limbers and watercarts moving via Estrees. The condition of the 
Fast Yorkshires must have been desperate, but there is no word 
of complaint in the Diary: ‘‘ Marched to Marchelepot, where 
the Battalion had a few hours rest in the evacuated C.C.S.” The 
1/4th East Yorkshires were to be attached to the 24th Brigade 
H.Q., and the 4th and 5th Green Howards to 25th Brigade H.Q. : 
both Brigades belonged to the 8th Division. Eventually, however, 
the two Battalions of the 150th Brigade were placed under the 
orders of 24th Brigade. 

No fighting, apparently, took place on 24th, and at nightfall 
the British line along the western bank of the Somme ran south- 
wards from Hem to just north of Epenancourt. The latter village 
was, however, in the hands of the enemy, our line running through 
Potte in a south-easterly direction, just east of Mesnil and east of 
Nesle. At about 3 a.m. on 25th the East Yorkshire Territorials 
marched off to a position 1,000 yards north-east of Licourt. 
With the 4th Green Howards, the Battalion had been detailed for 
a counter-attack with the object of driving the enemy out of 
Epenancourt : this attack was to take place at § a.m. The attack 
, was postponed, for the enemy broke through on the right of the 
East Yorkshires after forcing back a battalion of the Worcesters, 
who retired to Licourt. A counter-attack, launched with great 
gallantry by “‘ A” Company of the 1/4th East Yorkshires, was 
unsuccessful—all ranks were by now dead-beat, though, to their 
credit let it be said, they never flinched but continued to carry 
out their orders to the best of their ability. Heavy shell-fire 
swept the area over which the tired troops were operating. At 
last the order came to retire, and the line was withdrawn some 
2,000 yards to a position east of the Chaulnes—Peronne railway. 
Here, for about six hours, the worn-out battalions rested, though 
continually on the alert. At 8.30 p.m. that night orders were 
received to withdraw still farther west to a line of trenches at 
Ablaincourt. Of the strength of the 1/4th East Yorkshires at this 
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period it is impossible to write with any certainty,* for “fA”? 
Company had become separated from the Battalion and no one 
knew its whereabouts. The whole Brigade was now so weak 
that it was formed into a composite battalion, under the command 
of Lieut.-Colonel W. T. Wilkinson (1/4th East Yorkshire 
Regiment). 

The line on the night of 25th ran from Curlu, on the Somme, 
almost directly southwards, through Herbecourt, and just east of 
Assevillers, Estrees, Ablaincourt, Hattencourt, Liancourt and 
Cremery, thence east to Billancourt. 


THE FIRST BATTLE OF BAPAUME, 10918. 
24th—2§th March. 


In the meantime north of the Somme the Ist and 7th East 
Yorkshires with their Divisions were still engaged in hard fighting 
with the enemy. 

The night of 23rd—24th March was passed by the 1st Battalion 
on the Bouchavesnes—Clery Copse Ridge, holding the left of the 
64th Brigade front. The remnants of the Battalion—only 8 
officers and 80 other ranks remained—were near Road Wood, with 
the 2nd Lincolns on their left. 

The morning of 24th broke clear and bright. Up to g a.m. 
the enemy made no attack, but about that hour word was received 
from the O.C., Lincolns, that he was outflanked and forced to 
withdraw. The East Yorkshires were, therefore, compelled to 
retire also, and fell back to the next position, approximately the 
Clery—Le Forest road. On arrival the C.O. (Colonel Coles) found 
that, with the exception of the O.C., gth K.O.Y.L.I., who had 
with him about 8 men, and a few details from other battalions, 
numbering in all about 20, there were no other troops on the 
flanks, and the enemy was coming on in great strength. For 
from 10 to 1§ minutes this little band of British, just over 100 
all told, opened fire on the advancing enemy and took heavy toll 
of his troops, but to hang on to the position was hopeless—it was 
impossible to stem the oncoming grey waves. So, after a hurried 
consultation with the O.C., gth K.O.Y.L.I., Colonel Coles 


withdrew towards Summit Copse. Here, on arrival, the East 


* The approximate strength of all battalions of the 1soth Brigade was 1/4th East 
Yorkshires, 300; 4th Green Howards, 110; 5th Green Howards, 140. 
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Yorkshires found the 35th Division passing through to counter- 
attack the enemy, and as the attack appeared to make progress, 
Colonel Coles ordered the remains of his worn-out Battalion to 
shelter behind the crest of a hill, where they had a brief rest. 
The C.O. then, after some delay, got into touch with Brigade 
H.Q. at Hem Station, and in the evening received orders to march 
back to billetsin Suzanne. On the 25th, at 6.30 a.m., the survivors 
of the rst Battalion left Suzanne and, marching to Bray-sur-Somme, 
there joined the transport. At Bray each battalion of the 64th 
Brigade formed a company—they were so few in numbers— 
and the companies formed a battalion with Colonel Coles in 
command. In the evening the composite battalion marched to 
Talus Boise. 

The 1st Battalion thus records its casualties up to the night of 
24th March :—Killed: Lieutenants N. Vickers, E. J. Andrew, 
2nd Lieutenants A. Walter, P. Wadsworth, A. W. Sheffield, 
G. 8. Mansfield, and 38 other ranks; wounded: 2nd Lieutenants 
J. Sands, H. C. Micklethwaite (died of wounds 25th), F. C. Wilson, 
C. H. Funnell, F. Jackson; wounded and missing: Lieutenant 
G. N. Waite, 2nd Lieutenants J. N. Stephenson, N. E. Gasson ; 
missing: Captain C. L. V. MacMahon, Lieutenant T. A. C. 
Stockham ; wounded and missing, and missing, other ranks, 
353. Total, 16 officers and 391 other ranks. The Battalion 
went into action on 2Ist at a strength of 20 officers and 551 other 
ranks. 

The 7th Battalion had passed the night of 23rd in bivouacs 
north-west of Rocquigny, information coming to hand at about 
9.45 p.m. that Little Wood, Lechelle and Bus were in the enemy’s 
possession. The East Yorkshires that night occupied an outpost 
line in the (somewhat mythical) Red Line, which ran in a south- 
easterly direction from just west of Villers-au-Fos to east of 
Rocquigny. 

Early on 24th (at §.30 a.m.) the 51st Brigade was ordered to 
move to the high ground south of Sailly Saillisel, but this order 
was cancelled, and instead the Soth Brigade was ordered to counter- 
attack and recapture Bus. But again these orders were cancelled, 
the soth Brigade being ordered to take up an outpost line and 
cover the retirement of the 63rd and 2nd Divisions to the Barastre— 
Rocquigny line. The 7th East Yorkshires went forward in artillery 
formation to near Barastre. But the enemy was pressing hard, 
and the assistance of tanks became necessary in order to cover the 
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retirement of the Battalion, the Battalion acting in a similar 
capacity and covering the retirement of the tanks. Through 
Beaulencourt to Le Sars the East Yorkshires fell back, fighting 
practically all the way. The direction of retirement of the 17th 
Division had been given as on Courcelette, but the narratives are 
so conflicting that it is better to let the Battalion Diary tell its 
own story. After reaching Le Sars the records state: “ At 
midnight they (the Battalion) went forward again and took up a 
position in front of Le Sars and held on all night. On the evening 
of this day one company became separated from the Battalion 
and was called upon to provide rearguard for §2nd Brigade. Orders 
were received (apparently by this company) to retire to Courcelette, 
where on arrival orders were received to move S.W. to Henen- 
court. Qn arrival at Henencourt the Battalion was not there. 
Billets were taken for the night.” 

Two entries are made in the Battalion Diary for 25th March. 
The first seemingly refers to the party at Henencourt: “ All 
stragglers collected—Battalion re-formed. Orders received to 
move forward* to Senlis. Battalion moved forward to position 
in front of Bouzincourt and relieved Northants. The position was 
very obscure, and fighting patrols were sent forward while the 
Battalion dug themselves in.” Following this entry is one on 
26th March, which reads: ‘“ Battalion took up a position at 
Senlis Mills in front of Senlis.” That is allon that date. But now 
the Diary reverts to the 25th, the next entry reading: “ 25/3/18: 
Enemy delivered heavy attacks on both flanks of the Brigade, 
causing those troops to fall back. But soth Brigade held firm, 
though both flanks were exposed and seemingly threatened. The 
Brigade held on until nearly surrounded, and at 11 p.m. they were 
compelled, owing to the situation, to fall back. ‘B’ Company 
of the Battalion was the last to retire. During the retirement a 
portion of the Battalion became detached. Brigadier-General C. 
Yatman took charge of this detachment along with others belonging 
to the roth West Yorkshires and Dorsets at Beaumont (Beaumont 
Hamel). These men were formed into a composite company with 
a strength of 148 men. This composite company was attached to 
the 2nd Division, and took up a position on the high ground 
behind Beaumont and held on until the next morning (26th), 
when the enemy attacked the position. The retirement continued, 
the troops fell back on Auchonvillers. The next night (27th) 


* It would not be ‘ forward,” but almost N.N.E. 
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New Zealand troops came to the relief. The portion of the 
Brigade which had been cut off had orders to retire on Mailly 
Maillet, where they bivouacked in the wood behind the village. 
Next morning they marched back to Senlis, where they found the 
remainder of the Battalion had been in the line 24 hours in front 
of Bouzincourt. They rejoined the Battalion in the line.” 

The roth and rith East Yorkshires (31st Division) were also 
engaged in this battle. 

When the German offensive began the 31st Division was out 
of the line training, the g2nd Brigade being then in the Orlencourt 
area. On the night of 22nd—23rd March the Brigade moved by 
march route for the Boiry St. Martin area, arriving at about § a.m. 
on 23rd. 

During the afternoon the Brigade was ordered to move along 
the Army Line from north to south and occupy a position on that 
line from about the eastern centre of Ervillers in a north-westerly 
direction for approximately 2,500 yards. The r1st East Yorkshires 
(on the right of the Brigade front) were in position by § p.m. ; 
they had the 11th East Lancashire Regiment on their left. The 
10th East Yorkshires were in reserve just west of Ervillers. 

At once all units began digging hard, and during the night 
23rd—24th considerable progress was made in preparing a hot recep- 
tion for the enemy when he should arrive in front of Ervillers. 
Everywhere there was confusion and a certain amount of disorgani- 
sation. On the right of the g2nd Brigade was a brigade of Guards, 
on the left the 93rd Brigade with elements from the 34th and goth 
Divisions. South of the 11th East Yorkshires the line was obscure, 
and before dawn on 24th two Companies of the 1oth Battalion 
were ordered to form a defensive flank to the south. On the 
left of the 11th East Yorkshires, two companies of 11th East 
Lancashires held the front line and two were in reserve, the latter 
being used later for garrisoning the Yellow Line (running roughly 
north and south about 300 yards east of the Achiet-le-Grand—Arras 
railway, near Courcelles). 

The morning of 24th was comparatively quiet about Ervillers, 
but during the afternoon it was evident that fierce fighting was 
in progress on the Corps Line east of the village. Heavy hostile 
shell-fire swept the area. At last, about 8.30 p.m., the gallant 
troops, which had been holding the Corps Line, dead tired and 
greatly reduced in numbers owing to repeated attacks, fell back 
upon Ervillers with the enemy in close pursuit. Unformed bodies 
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of men joined themselves to the 11th East Yorkshires, who organised 
them for the defence of Ervillers, though, being utterly worn out, 
they did not prove very effective in rendering assistance. 

The enemy was now in possession of the Corps Line and, as 
darkness had fallen, he sent forward patrols which, owing to the 
difficulty in distinguishing them from retiring troops, not only 
penetrated into Ervillers but actually succeeded in establishing 
themselves in some ruins near Battalion H.Q. They were, however, 
promptly captured by Battalion H.Q. Staff, and one officer, one 
‘unter’ officer and twelve men with a machine gun, were sent 
back to the “ cages.’’*® 

‘Judging from their demeanour,” said an officer of the 
Regiment, “‘ they were quite pleased to give in.” 

One of the two companies of roth East Yorkshires (under 
Captain Pearse), which had been moved up to reinforce the 11th 
Battalion, did excellent work on the right flank in dealing with 
German patrols, which were causing considerable trouble. 

The night of 24th-25th was disturbed and everyone’s nerves 
were “jumpy.” In Ervillers desultory fighting with Germans, 
who somehow had penetrated the village, went on, and there 
were many rumours of the enemy having captured the place. 
From 1 a.m. to dawn hostile parties of troops persistently endea- 
voured to establish themselves on the right of the 92nd Brigade. 
Again and again they were frustrated and beaten off: it was a 
veritable nightmare. As dawn of 25th broke the Germans were 
observed massing east and south-east of the village, and their 
reinforcements were observed advancing over the crest of the hill 
near Mory. 

As soon as it was properly light, violent shell-fire was opened 
by the enemy’s guns, but it was not until the afternoon that the 
11th East Yorkshires were attacked. By that time, however, they 
had again been reinforced by a battalion of Manchesters, and rifle 
and machine-gun fire was opened on the enemy whenever move- 
ment was observed: the attack was beaten off. About 7.30 p.m. 
another attack was made on Ervillers and the enemy succeeded in 
penetrating the western portion, but could not capture the village. 

As a consequence of this attack, the 92nd Brigade, which had 
been ordered to retire at 9.30 p.m., hastened their withdrawal 
by order of Divisional H.Q. and fell back to the railway embank- 
ment east of Courcelles, in conjunction with troops on their right 

* Both the roth and 11th Battalions claim to have captured this patrol. 
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and left. The withdrawal was completed by 10 p.m., at which torn ano titH 
hour the Brigade was disposed as follows from right to left: ae 
3 companies, R.E., south-east of Courcelles, facing Gomiecourt; 
12th K.O.Y.L.I. facing south-east with their left about 500 yards 
from the railway ; roth East Yorkshires and 11th East Lancashires 
garrisoning railway line and Yellow Line; 11th East Yorkshires 
in reserve west of the embankment. 

Some idea of the uncertainty existing both in the minds of 
the attackers and attacked may be gathered from the fact that 
Gomiecourt was then being shelled both by the British and German 
guns: each thought the other held the village. Actually no 
troops were in it. 


THE BATTLE OF ROSIERES.* 
26th—27th March. 


By the night of 25th March the attack of the Seventeenth 
German Army north of the Somme had begun to weaken. General 
Ludendorff admits that it “was already exhausted”: it had 
‘lost heavily on 21st and 22nd, apparently because it had fought 
in too dense formation ”—an old fault dating from the beginning 
of the War. But south of the Somme, in the direction of Amiens, 
the attacks of the Second and Eighteenth German Armies were 
still making progress. 

As soon as dawn broke on 26th March the enemy again launched 
heavy attacks not only against the British line about Hattencourt, 
in the neighbourhood of the St. Quentin-Amiens road, and at 
Herbecourt, but south-west and west from Nesle, hoping to 
separate the French and British Armies.t 

It will be remembered that on the night of 25th March the 1/4Tw By. 
1/4th East Yorkshires reached a line of trenches at Ablaincourt 757 MAa® 
with other units of the rsoth Brigade which, as already explained, 
had been formed into a composite battalion. That night orders 
had been given that if, on the morning of 26th, the enemy attacked 
in strength, divisions were to fall back, fighting rearguard actions 

* The official area of the Battle is between the Avre and the Somme and east 
of the road Pierrepont-Mezieres-Demuin-Villers Bretonneux—Corbie, but, as will be 
seen later, north of the Somme heavy fighting also took place. 

t ‘‘ On this day, 26th March, the Governments of France and Great Britain decided 
to place the supreme control of the operations of the French and British forces in France 


and Belgium in the hands of General Foch, who accordingly assumed command.’’— 
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in the approximate line Le Quesnoy-Rosiéres—Proyart. Accord- 
ingly, under heavy pressure, the East Yorkshires, at about II a.m. 
on 26th, withdrew under heavy machine-gun fire to a position on 
the Rosiéres-Vrely road. Orders for the retirement had been 
received at Ablaincourt at about 8 a.m., the receipt of these orders 
coinciding with the enemy’s attack. Instructions were for 
battalions to retire from left to right, but as soon as the left Battalion 
(8th D.L.I.) fell back, troops on the right of the r5oth Brigade 
immediately began to withdraw also, which made the withdrawal 
of the remainder of the Brigade very difficult : indeed, a rearguard 
platoon of the 5th Green Howards was cut off and either killed 
or captured.* 

Fortunately, the country across which the retirement was 
taking place was of a very difficult nature, so that as the troops 
fell back they were unmolested by the enemy, who was feeling his 
way forward very cautiously. 

The enemy seem to have taken a considerable time in reaching 
the line held by the 150th Brigade, for it was not until Io p.m. 
that he attacked the East Yorkshires, but was repulsed. In this 
attack, however, Lieut.-Colonel Wilkinson was wounded and 
had to be evacuated. The night was disturbed by heavy hostile 
shell-fire, while one British gun (an 18-pdr.) was “‘ firing short,” 
which caused some casualties. According to the Battalion Diary 
no move took place during the 27th, but there is mentioned an 
incident concerning which no details exist. “‘ Our‘ A’ Company,” 
records the Diary, “‘ with some reinforcements did a brilliant 
counter-attack about 1,500 yards away on our left flank.” 

On the night of 27th March, the line south of the Somme ran 
approximately from Hamel eastwards, curving round Harbonniers 
to the railway at Rosiéres, thence just east of Vrely to Bouchoir, 
thence back in a south-westerly direction to Boussicourt: it was 
a salient difficult to hold with tired troops greatly outnumbered. 

* * % * 

Although the actions of the Fifth Army south of the Somme on 
26th and 27th March have been officially designated the Battle 
of Rosiéres, the heavy fighting between the Third Army and the 
enemy north of the river on those dates has received no recognition 
in the way of a title.f 


* The 1/4th lost nearly the whole of ‘‘C’’ Company in this retirement. 
t The boundary between the Fifth and Third Armies on and from the night of 
25th March ran westwards along the Somme from Curlu to Sailly-le-Sec. 


1918 British Line on the 25th March. 287 


On the night of the 25th March, north of the Somme, the 
line, sagging all the way, ran from Curlu, east of Maricourt, to 
Montauban, Contalmaison, just east of Thiepval, to Beaucourt (all 
places with unforgettable memories of the battles of 1916), thence 
to just west of Miraumont, skirting east of the two Achiets, 
Gomiecourt, Ervillers to Boyelles. 

Darkness was falling when the rst East Yorkshires reached Talus 
Boise, situated in a deep valley running east and west between 
Carnoy and Maricourt ; here the Battalion was placed in reserve 
to the Cavalry Corps, holding the Maricourt-Montauban line, 
who expected to be attacked during the night. The East York- 
shires held a trench running along the valley with an outpost 
screen thrown forward to prevent surprise. But, barring a few 
casualties from hostile shell-fire, nothing occurred. 

About midnight, however, the Battalion was ordered to 
withdraw to Bray, where on arrival “A” and “B”’ Companies were 
allotted positions on the Carnoy and Suzanne roads respectively, 
while “ C ” and “ D ” rested in a quarry east of Bray until daylight 
(on 26th), when they were extended between the two roads, 
“DP” on the right, “C” on the left. Each Company now 
averaged only 35 other ranks. But these positions were only 
temporary, for a further withdrawal had been ordered to the line 
of the Ancre. Up to midday the Ist Battalion saw no sign of the 
enemy, but shortly afterwards rifle fire was heard on the left, 
coming from the direction of Meaulte. 

Early in the afternoon the Battalion withdrew through Bray 
back across the high ground which characterises the northern 
banks of the Somme, in close formation until about 13 miles 
west of the town. Here, in a small basin-like depression, the 
East Yorkshires rested, until suddenly rifle shots from several 
directions caused a rapid movement in the direction of some 
field guns which were in action in the open a few hundred yards 
west of the junction of the Ville-Chippily and Bray—Corbie roads. 
These guns were firing over open sights at the advancing enemy, 
but ceased fire until the East Yorkshires passed through. Beyond 
the guns a line of infantry, composed of remnants of the 35th and 
39th Divisions, was forming up ready to repel the enemy. Near 
the guns the teams were tethered to trees. 

Here the Battalion, for the time being, ceased to function as a 
fighting unit and marched back through Morlancourt and Ville- 
sur-Ancre to Buire. Chaos and congestion reigned in these 
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villages. Stragglers were being organised into fighting units, 
peasants were packing up, batteries dashing to and fro, and, to 
add to the confusion, hostile aeroplanes were bombing all roads 
and villages. As the Battalion passed through Buire several mule 
teams were blown up and the troops became difficult to control. 
It was late in the afternoon when a halt was called, and in a field 
west of Buire, though (supposedly) withdrawn from operations, 
the East Yorkshires proceeded to reorganise. It was then found 
that, all told, there were about 80 who could move forward 
again if called upon. 

Dusk had hardly fallen when sudden orders arrived for the 
Battalion to move to Ville and push on towards Morlancourt. On 
reaching Ville, however, it was found that the enemy had already 
taken possession of Morlancourt, and, under cavalry protection, 
the Battalion moved to Ribemont-sur-Ancre. It was about 
midnight when the East Yorkshires crossed the bridge at Ribemont ; 
it was already mined, and the Engineers were waiting to blow it 
up if the enemy appeared. Footsore and utterly fatigued, the 
Battalion reached an old sugar factory, where, for the first time 
since the great offensive began on 21st, officers and men were 
allowed to remove their boots. Rations had arrived, and a meal 
was taken before all ranks turned in to rest until dawn. . 

As dawn broke on 27th the Battalion formed up outside the 
factory and moved off to a point immediately west of Ribemont, 
where, spreading out in the line running due north and south, all 
ranks set to work to “dig in.” In front (east) of the village the 
62nd Brigade dug a similar line. 

Throughout the day, and night of 27th-28th there were no 
incidents, but also no sign of relief ! 

North of the Ancre the battle on 26th was entering upon its 
final stages, though a gap between Hamel and Puisieux, through 
which the enemy was endeavouring to work his troops, was a 
real danger spot. Fierce fighting took place on this day east of 
Bucquoy. On the night of 25th, north of the latter place and 
south-east of Courcelles, the roth East Yorkshires with other 
troops of the g2nd Brigade held part of the railway line, with the 
1st East Yorkshires in reserve on the embankment. 

At about 1 a.m. on 26th, Brigade H.Q. received orders from 
the Division to withdraw to the line Ablainzeville-Moyenville, the 
g2nd Brigade to occupy a line for §00 yards north of the former 
village in a north-westerly direction towards Moyenville. The 
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roth East Yorkshires then fell back to a position west of the above torn anp riTH 
road, whilst the 11th Battalion moved off to the left of the Brigade see 
front, t.¢., west of Courcelles, “‘ there,” as the Battalion Diary 

somewhat facetiously says, ‘‘ to await further overtures from the 

enemy.” But it was about 4 p.m. before the enemy came on, 

and then his attack was completely repulsed. ‘The remainder of 

the 26th was uneventful so far as the East Yorkshires were 

concerned, 

The 27th, however, was a day long to be remembered. Albert 27TH Mas. 
had fallen to the enemy during the night, and before noon on the 
following morning strong attacks were launched against the British 
front from about Bucquoy to the neighbourhood of Hamelincourt. 
In a final desperate effort to break the line the Germans came on 
in thousands, supported by violent shell-fire and machine-gun and 
trench-mortar fire. His troops again advanced in close formation, 
providing fine targets, and they fell like corn before the scythe. 
At Bucquoy he was bloodily repulsed again and again. North 
of that place he took Ablainzeville, and, having on the previous 
night occupied Moyenville, the troops of the 92nd Brigade found 
themselves in a precarious position. 

Early on the morning of 27th Lieut.-Colonel Gurney, com- 
manding the 11th East Yorkshires, left the Battalion temporarily to 
command the gz2nd Infantry Brigade, Major Hewson, of the 
roth East Yorkshires, assuming command of the 11th Battalion. 

About 11 a.m. the enemy launched a powerful attack against 
the 92nd Brigade front and the outpost positions were lost. An 
immediate counter-attack drove the enemy out and retrieved the 
position. Another fierce attack by the enemy followed, and 
again the outpost line fell into his hands, but with bayonet, bomb, 
and bullet the gallant defenders drove him back and regained the 
line. Four times these attacks and counter-attacks were launched, 
on each occasion with similar results, the line finally remaining in 
our hands. Grim and ferocious was the fighting that day; 
practically every man’s bayonet dripped blood, for four times the 
Germans had been thrust back in confusion at the bayonet-point. 
Their losses must have been terrific, for the Brigade Diary records 
that “a noticeable feature was the extremely large expenditure of 
S.A.A. by riflemen and Lewis gunners.” 

At 4.30 p.m. the Brigade line was intact despite the desperate 
fighting which all day long, without cessation, had been going on 
since It a.m. But the flanks were exposed—the Brigade was in 
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the air—and there was no option but to fall back to the Purple 
Line, west of Ayette; the latter was at this time (5 p.m.) held 
by the 4th Guards Brigade (Guards Division). 

The roth East Yorkshires formed the rearguard and the other 
units fell back as directed. The roth Battalion in moving back 
left a detachment of men, under Major Cattley, with the Guards 
at Ayette: the 11th Battalion also left a detachment with the 
Irish Guards, holding a line behind Ayette. 

At 6 p.m. on 27th the Brigade gives the situation as 4th Guards 
Brigade at Ayette, both flanks in the air; g2nd Brigade back on 
the Purple Line, west of Ayette ; the roth and 11th East Yorkshires 
held a position just west of Adinfer Wood. ‘Thus ended the heavy 
fighting (so far as it concerned the East Yorkshire Regiment) 
during the 26th and 27th March north of the Somme, operations 
which are as much deserving of a battle honour as those which 
took place south of the river. 


THE FIRST BATTLE OF ARRAS, 10918. 
28th March. 


In this Battle neither the roth nor the 11st East Yorkshires 
were involved.* Both Battalions spent the day in strengthening 
the defences west of Adinfer Wood. In this position they remained 
until relieved on the 31st of the month, when the roth proceeded 
to billets in Gaudiempré and the 11th to Pommier. 

The 1oth East Yorkshires record their casualties during the 
operations as 4 officers and 207 other ranks: the losses of the 11th 
Battalion were 10 officers and 29§ other ranks.t 


The Final Attacks. 


The Great German Offensive in Picardy had, by the 31st March, 
almost petered out. Already it had not achieved that over- 
whelming success for which the German General Staff had hoped ; 
already the German soldiery were tired and exhausted, their 
visions of complete victory dissipated, their hopes of a speedy end 
of the war frustrated. The indomitable pluck of the British 
soldier had again triumphed. Much ground and much war 

* Both Battalions were, however, in the area of the battle and are therefore entitled 


to the Battle Honour. 
+ Names of officer casualties not obtainable. 
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material had been lost and, alas! thousands of brave and gallant 
men had found a soldier’s grave on the bloody battlefields of the 
Somme. But still the line held and there was no break-through 
such as the enemy expected; and Amiens, the all-important 
point, had not fallen, though the Germans were perilously near 
to it. 

From Puisieux, north of the Somme, to north-east of Arras, 
the enemy on 28th March had made a final desperate effort to 
obtain greater freedom for the development of his offensive, 
and had struck in great force along the valley of the Scarpe. 
Never was failure more complete : everywhere attack after attack— 
launched, be it said, with great determination and gallantry 
on the part of the German soldiery—was brought first to a stand- 
still and then flung violently back, leaving the ground thickly 
strewn with dead and dying, and at nightfall the line remained 
practically the same as in the morning. In one part of the battle- 
field, just north of the Scarpe, no less than six lines of hostile 
infantry advanced to the attack almost shoulder to shoulder, 
courageously trying to cut by hand the wire entanglements 
protecting the British trenches, though under murderous machine- 
gun and rifle fire. In vain! They could not prevail against 
those who fought with the courage of lions and who would not 
recognise the word “ defeat.” The result of the day’s battle 
was that the enemy’s offensive in the northern part of the huge 
battlefield weakened, and eventually closed on 5th April. 

But during these days his pressure farther south continued, 
though lacking the force of his initial efforts. 

On 31st March the 7th East Yorkshires attacked the enemy 
under the following circumstances: the soth Brigade was then 
holding Bouzincourt, with the 2nd Division on its left: the 7th 
Battalion was in front (east) of the village. On the night of 28th 
the roth West Yorkshires had been ordered to occupy and dig 
posts along the Bouzincourt—Aveluy road, about half-way between 
the two villages: the ground about here was high, offering good 
observation over Albert, which still remained in the hands of the 
enemy. The West Yorkshires carried out their orders and dug 
the posts, reporting at 6 a.m. on 29th that all was quiet, but in 
the evening, at about 7 p.m., the enemy rushed the posts and gained 
possession of them, the West Yorkshires suffering some fifteen 
casualties. A little later the Germans attempted to rush the Lewis- 
gun posts at the cross-roads but were driven off, though they dug in 
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west of the road. On 3oth (at 3.45 a.m.), the enemy was reported 
to be holding the high ground just east of the captured posts 
in strength, and the 7th East Yorkshires were ordered to turn 
them out and recapture the lost posts. 

Zero hour for the attack was to be 5.30 a.m. on 31st. Four 
light tanks and the artillery were to co-operate and 12 Lewis guns 
from the Tank Corps were sent to strengthen the line. 

In a heavy rain the East Yorkshires moved forward to 
the attack and reached their objective: they were subjected to 
heavy machine-gun fire from the Briquetiere and buildings near 
Albert as well as from behind the posts. Nevertheless, they gained 
their objective. The tanks were not much use: one failed to 
start owing to engine trouble, the Hotchkiss gun of another jammed, 
and one of the remaining two was damaged and had to be tempor- 
arily abandoned. ‘The East Yorkshires gallantly held on to the 
recaptured ground for some time, but the troops on either flank 
were held up and finally the 7th Battalion was compelled to fall 
back to its original line. At nightfall they were relieved by 
troops of §2nd Brigade and moved back to billets in Henencourt, 
arriving at I a.m. on Ist April.* 

South of the Somme the closing days of the Great German 
offensive witnessed brilliant fighting by the 1/4th East Yorkshires. 

On the night of 27th March the Battaliont held a position 
astride the Rosiéres-Vrely road. ‘Throughout the day the Terri- 
torials had held on to their line, though it was certain that before 
long they would have to evacuate it, for the situation on their 
flanks was continually in a precarious condition. In the evening, 
the enemy again attacked, but he was repulsed and driven off. 

At dawn on 28th, the Battalion withdrew, under orders, to a 
reserve position adjoining a light railway running immediately 
south of Rosiéres. Warning was, however, given that when a 
general withdrawal took place, the 1/4th East Yorkshires were to 
conform. At 8 a.m. the enemy again attacked and the flanking 
units were forced back. The Territorials then withdrew to a line 


® From the 21st to 31st March (inclusive) the casualties of the 7th Battalion were 
19 officers and 400 other ranks. Of the former Captains W. Redfern and F. M. Field, 
Lieutenant E. Groves and 2nd-Lieutenants F. A. Watkins, H. L. Cooper, H. L. Bam- 
bridge and A. Lightly were killed: Major L. Gale, Captain J. Hirst, 2nd-Lieutenants 
A. M. Hay, B. D. Todd, C. van Berger, R. H. Webster and G. C. Grange were wounded, 
and 2nd-Lieutenants W. Gibson, H. F. Allen and E. G. Pickering missing. 

+ Owing to conflicting dates in the Diaries, the narrative as contained in the Diary 
of the 1/4th East Yorkshires has been followed. 
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about one mile south-east of Caix. Here, for a few hours, the 
Battalion took up a defensive position. But at about 3 p.m., 
with the remnants of the 4th and 5th Green Howards, the East 
Yorkshires retired through some French troops at Caix and formed 
up in the woods south-east of Cayeux. Here for two hours the 
Battalion covered several guns which were in action. 

The next entry in the Battalion Diary is extraordinary : 
‘‘ moving (after spending the two hours mentioned) under orders 
through Moreuil to Louvrechy, where a few hours of the night were 
spent in rest and a meal was received from the 149th Brigade 
cookers.” Now, Louvrechy is, roughly, some twelve or thirteen 
miles from the woods south-east of Cayeaux, and why the Terri- 
torials in their already tired and worn-out condition were sent 
back so far is incomprehensible, especially when the story of the 
operations of 29th is told. 

At 7 a.m. on the latter date the remnants of the 1/4th East 
Yorkshires were again on the march, on this occasion to hold a 
position in a wood along the Domart—Roye road and immediately 
south of Demuin—another march of, roughly, 10 miles. But the 
East Yorkshires had not been long in this position before a heavy 
attack forced them out, and they were compelled to fall back 
south-west to a line approximately on and from the road running 
south-east from Thennes to the eastern corner of a large wood on 
the Moreuil-Demuin road. Here Lieut.-Colonel Thompson 
(Green Howards), who had been wounded, handed over command 
of the 150th Brigade battalions to Captain Pollock (1/4th East 
Yorkshires). The time was now about 7 p.m. On the left of the 
East Yorkshires were some French troops, and on the right a mixed 
party of a Staffordshire Regiment and another French unit. 

The 1soth Brigade battalion was now apparently under the 
orders of zoth Division, for at 1 a.m. on 30th, “in accordance 
with orders issued by 6oth Infantry Brigade” (zoth Division), 
the Brigade battalion withdrew to the north-west side of the road 
directly south-east of Hourges. The Diary of the 1/4th East 
Yorkshires, however, states that at 7 a.m. the right flank moved 
forward to the small square wood on the eastern side of the 
Moreuil—-Demuin road, about 500 yards south-west of the cross- 
roads.* But after several strong attacks the line was again forced 
back to the eastern corner of the large wood on the Moreuil- 
Demuin road. 


* There is a small square wood south-east of the road. 
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It was from this position that the brilliant counter-attack 
(mentioned below) was made. The general situation in this 
part of the battlefield may be summarised as follows: during the 
night 29th-3oth the enemy had obtained a footing in Moreuil 
Wood, and on the following morning he attacked on both sides 
of the River Luce. Cavalry had cleared the enemy from the 
wood, but he had possession of Demuin. The official despatches 
stated that: ‘In the evening a most successful counter-attack 
by troops of the 2oth and soth Divisions re-established our line 
south of the Luce.” 

This attack was organised by Captain Pollock, 1/4th East 
Yorkshires (temporarily commanding the 150th Brigade Battalion). 
The objective of this brilliant effort was a line running “ from 
the ‘H’ in Hourges* to a point past the cross-roads ‘ 104 about 
200 yards east.’”’*t Captain Pollock personally led this counter- 
attack, Captain Barr and Captain Ruthven (all 1/4th East York- 
shire Regiment) commanding the left and right companies respec- 
tively. Artillery support was obtained from a battery of field guns 
in rear, and by machine guns on the right flank. ‘“ Under heavy 
machine-gun and rifle fire,” records the narrative, ‘ the officers 
and men gallantly and fearlessly advanced to the attack and cleared 
both the copse and wood (south of Domart—Roye road) at the 
bayonet point, killing and making hors de combat some 200 odd of 
the enemy, capturing some 73 prisoners and also capturing 8 
enemy machine guns.” ‘The latter were immediately turned 
against the enemy. In half an hour, apparently (the time of the 
attack is given as 7.15 p.m., and 7.35 p.m. as the hour when the 
objective line was established), the enemy had been cleared out and 
the victorious East Yorkshires, with their comrades of the Brigade 
Battalion, were consolidating their gains. 

The inevitable attempt to regain his loss was launched by the 
enemy at 6.30 a.m. on 31st, but the East Yorkshires, all the 
morning holding stoutly to their position, beat back the enemy 
with heavy loss. However, at noon it was impossible to hold on 
any longer and, under orders to retire to a position immediately 
west of Domart, the ground so gallantly won on j3oth was 
abandoned. Followed by heavy harassing fire from the enemy, 
a retirement was made to the position given. During the 


® Hourges was a small village on the southern bank of the Luce on the Domart=Roye 
road. 
t Battalion Diary, 1/4th East Yorkshire Regiment. 
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withdrawal Captain Pollock was reported as “ missing, believed 
killed.”” 

During the night of 31st March-1st April the Brigade Battalion 
dug in just W. of Domart, and was relieved at 6 p.m. on Ist April: 
the final picture of those East Yorkshire Territorials is of 3 officers 
and 36 other ranks—the remnants—marching back very tired 
and worn out, but still unbeaten, via Longueau to Saleux, where 
30 more other ranks rejoined who had become attached to other 
units. 

With this gallant episode ends the story of the East Yorkshire 
Regiment in the Great German Offensive in Picardy. The scene 
now changes to the Valley of the Lys, where a continuation of the 
enemy’s offensive was about to open. 
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CHAPTER XX. 


The Grey Avalanche. 
The German Offensive of 1918. 
II. In Flanders. 


THE BATTLES OF THE LYS. 


URING the first days of April it became evident 
that, in order to broaden the front of his attack and 
thus improve his strategical position, the enemy was 
about to launch an attack in the Lys Valley. His 
attack at Arras on 28th March had been a com- 
| plete failure. 

The bulk of Sir Douglas Haig’s divisions between the La 
Basseé Canal and the Ypres-Comines Canal had already taken 
part in the operations on the Somme in March and were therefore 
weak and battle-worn. Before the Lys Battles began 46 out of 
the 58 British divisions had already been engaged in the southern 
area. 

Among these divisions were three—z2Ist, 31st and s50th— 
which, as already shown, had seen hard fighting on the Somme. 
Of these three the 5oth was first into the battle. The 1/4th East 1/47= Bn. 
Yorkshires had entrained at Saleux for Rue on the night Ist/znd 
April, arriving at its destination at 6.30 a.m. on 2nd. Thence 
the Territorials (strength, 4 officers and 66 other ranks) marched 
to Estrées les Crécy. During the next few days the East 
Yorkshiremen were continually on the move, reinforcements were 
received, and finally, on the night of 8th/9th, the Battalion 
arrived at Doulieu at 7 p.m. 

If the Territorials turned into billets that night anticipating 
a few days’ rest and training they were doomed to disappointment. 
For at I a.m. on gth April the C.O. received orders that his 9 Ara 
battalion was at “ one hour’s notice for the line.” 
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THE BATTLE OF ESTAIRES. 
gth—11th April. 


Again, favoured by a fog which made observation impossible, 
the enemy at 7 o’clock on gth April attacked a Portuguese division 
holding the front line west of Aubers. Having first deluged the 
whole front line between Lens and Armentiéres in a terrific 
bombardment with gas and high-explosive shell, and after breaking 
into the trenches of the Portuguese, he turned northwards 
towards Bois Grenier (held by 40th Division) and southwards 
in the direction of Givenchy (§§th Division). 

At 9 a.m. on oth the 1/4th East Yorkshires (strength, 16 officers 
and 639 other ranks) marched out of Doulieu to take up a defensive 
position at Trou Bayard, about a mile north-east of Estaires ; 
the Battalion was commanded by Major Jackson. 

In view of the heavy fighting which followed, and the splendid 
defence put up by the sSoth Division, it is as well to remember 
that not only the r5oth Brigade but the two other Brigades of 
the Division also had just received large drafts which they had 
had no opportunity to train or assimilate, the few officers and 
men who remained with the Battalion after the severe losses 
on the Somme, having barely recovered from the strenuous 
struggle through which they had just passed. 

Between 10 and 11 a.m. the three Battalions of the 1/soth 
Brigade (1/4th East Yorkshire Regiment, 4th and sth Green 


' Howards) were concentrated at Trou Bayard, where further 


orders from Divisional Headquarters to move forward were 
awaited. At this time the enemy’s shell fire had lifted from 
the front line, but was intense on the back areas, Estaires, La 
Gorgue and Merville especially, while all the roads and approaches 
to the western banks of the Lys were heavily shelled. 

Orders to move forward were received by the Brigadier at 
11.15 am. The Brigade was to hold the line of the River Lys 
east of Estaires. 

The 1/4th East Yorkshires were then ordered to march 
immediately to the right and the 4th Green Howards to the 
left of the line, the 5th Green Howards to be in reserve about 
Trou Bayard. During the time the Brigade was moving forward 
it was not in the least clear whether the enemy had broken the 
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line on a wide front or only locally. Fleurbaix was reported to 
be still holding out, but it was only as an island in the flood of 
Germans. 

Between 1 and 2 p.m. the two Battalions were in position 
along the western bank of the Lys, the East Yorkshires having 
on their right the 5th D.L.I., who were defending Pont Levis 
bridgehead, Estaires, and their left flank resting on Maison Rouge, 
where they were in touch with the right of the 4th Green 
Howards. 

“No Allied troops,” states the Battalion Diary of the 
1/4th East Yorkshires, ‘‘ were between the Battalion and the 
enemy who were about one hundred yards away and fifty yards 
to the south-east of the River Lys.” In moving up into this 
position the Battalion had already lost one officer and 30 other 
ranks from shell fire, and both the East Yorkshires and Green 
Howards were hardly in position before the enemy’s troops 
reached the eastern bank of the river. Opposite the right flank 
of the East Yorkshires, across the river, there was a small place 
—Nouveau Monde—and here the Germans had already brought 
their machine guns into action in the houses overlooking a bridge 
which spanned the Lys. Here desperate fighting took place. 
‘“*B ” Company (under Captain Ruthven) was opposite the bridge 
and soon the Germans, advancing in rushes and covered by their 
machine guns, tried to cross. But at each attempt they were 
driven back. With rifle and machine-gun fire the enemy was 
repulsed, the fire control of the: East Yorkshires being excellent, 
a very praiseworthy thing considering that officers and men were 
practically new to one another. During the late afternoon the 
bridge was blown up by the Divisional Engineers—the only 


bridge successfully ‘“ blown” along the Brigade front. At 


6.55 p-m. an order was received by the Battalion to push out 
posts with Lewis guns to the river edge, in order to patrol the 
river during the night. 

The situation when darkness fell on gth was still somewhat 
obscure. The 4th Green Howards reported that the enemy had 
already crossed the Lys at Bac St. Maur, and was moving on Croix 
du Bac, but at 9.45 p.m. in no place had the Germans crossed the 
River on the 150th Brigade front. ‘The whole original front line 
from just north of Givenchy to Bois Grenier had gone, and the 
British line ran roughly Festubert-Le Touret-Le Cason-Vieille 
Chapelle-Pont Rigneul—thence round the north of Lestrem- 
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La Gorgue—just east of Estaires along the western banks of the 
Lys to west of Sailly-sur-La Lys to Croix du Bac—thence in an 
easterly direction the line ran north of Fleurbaix to just north of 
Bois Grenier. A big dent on about a ten-mile front had thus 
been made in the British line, with dangerous salients north and 
south. 

At 7 a.m. on roth, two companies of Northumberland Fusiliers 
arrived to relieve “A” and “ B” Companies of the 1/4th East 
Yorkshires, who had suffered heavy casualties. In this relief, two 
platoons of “‘ A’ went astray, and the Diary reports them as being 
“Jost.” The Company Commander who went off to find them was 
also lost. Heavy shell fire and machine-gun fire had scattered 
“A” Company. “B” Company, with the two remaining 
platoons of “ A,” withdrew to the Estaires-Croix du Bac road, 
behind their old position, and dug in where they formed a counter- 
attack force if required. 

At dawn on roth, the position of the rsoth Brigade was 
roughly as follows: two companies of the 1/4th East Yorkshires 
and two of the §th Northumberland Fusiliers held the right of the 
Brigade front: the 4th Green Howards were on the left of the 
East Yorkshires, but the 5th Green Howards were thrown back 
facing north-east and south-east midway between Cul de Sac 
Farm and Pont de la Boudrette. 

About 12 noon, Captain Ruthven (“ B” Company) observed 
that the line in front of him had evidently retired to a flank, as 
the enemy not only appeared on a ridge about 150 yards on his 
right flank, but, what was more alarming, Germans were also to 
be seen in front of him. Apparently he did not know that Estaires 
had then been entered by the enemy, though a counter-attack 
had driven him back to the eastern exits of the village: he still 
held Pont Levis. ‘“‘ Brigade,”’ records the 150th Brigade Diary, 
‘* was in fact being threatened from both flanks.” 

But Captain Ruthven seems to have been unaware of this 
situation. He sent two platoons of “ B” forward a few yards to 
hold the position (at about 2 p.m.), and for two hours these brave 
fellows maintained their line when the remnants were withdrawn. 
The gallant commander of “‘ B ” Company held on until the last, 
and was later reported “ missing”: he was captured by the 
Germans. 

The trouble was that at noon the 4th Green Howards, out- 
flanked on the left by the enemy, who had crossed the Lys at 
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Pont de la Boudrette, had fallen back hurriedly a thousand yards, 
their left flank in touch with the 5th Green Howards, but with 
their right in the air. They had not informed the two forward 
companies (“C” and “D”’) of the East Yorkshires that they 
were withdrawing. On getting news of the situation (from “ A” 
and “*B” Companies), ‘‘C” and “ D” formed a defensive flank, 
but they could not obtain touch on the left with the 4th Green 
Howards. 

The position now becomes obscure. The Brigade Diary 
records that “ the fortunes of the 4th East Yorkshires, during the 
afternoon, are most difficult to follow. Last message from Major 
Jackson, commanding the Battalion, timed 2.30 p.m., was to the 
effect that the enemy were massing in the direction of Rouge Maison 
Farm.” A glance at a map will show the desperate situation of the 
two forward companies. All they had with them were the two 
companies of Northumberland Fusiliers on their right, the C.O. 
of which informed Major Jackson, at about 4.30 p.m., that he was 
falling back owing to the enemy being round his right flank. 

The Battalion Diary of the 1/4th East Yorkshires states that 
at 4 p.m. the remanants of “‘C ” and “ D” Companies, who had 
been fighting for thirty hours, were then under the command of 
Captain Barr: that communication with Battalion H.Q. had 
been cut off for two hours, and that Captain Barr had made a 
reconnaissance and found that his men were nearly surrounded, 
as the enemy was then on his left rear, in front, and coming up 
on his right rear. 

Then occurred what must have been one of the most gallant 
exploits of that day of gallant deeds: two Lewis-gun sections 
were placed on the Trou Bayard—Croix du Bac road, in order to 
cover the withdrawal of the remnants of “ C” and “ D” Com- 
panies. | 

With splendid bravery, these Lewis gunners held on. One 
by one they fell dead, until at last only one man remained, then 
he too dropped to the ground: the two sections had been killed 
outright, but they had done their duty—grandly, nobly. They 
had held off the enemy, enabling their comrades of “‘ C ” and “ D” 
Companies to withdraw. 

Of Battalion H.Q., the Diary records: ‘“ Battalion H.Q., 
consisting of Major Jackson (C.O.), Captain Slack (Adjutant), 
znd Lieutenant Thompson (Intelligence Officer), the R.S.M. and 
orderly-room corporal had been at their headquarters (a shell hole 
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about point §.1.92.74) all the gth and roth, until about 3 p.m., 
when the enemy had appeared about fifty yards to their front, 
from which time there is no information concerning them, and 
they are missing.” 

At dusk on the roth, the r5oth Brigade held a line roughly 
about four hundred yards east of the road running from Trou 
Bayard to Cul du Sac Farm, with its left flank exposed to the north 
in the direction of Le Petit Mortier. The remnants of the 
1/4th East Yorkshires held the right of the line: the 4th Green 
Howards were in the centre, and the 5th Green Howards on the 
left. 

During the night 1oth/rith, the 150th Brigade, though already 
holding an extended line almost impossible to maintain, was 
ordered to extend its right flank, the 1/4th East Yorkshires to take 
over Trou Bayard. This was done by 5 a.m. on 11th, the East 
Yorkshires reporting that they were in touch with the r4gth 
Brigade, on their right. 

At 6.30 a.m., the situation was reported as quiet, but it was 
not for long, for just before 9 a.m., the 4th Green Howards 
observed large bodies of the enemy approaching with a line of - 
skirmishers thrown out in front. Next, the 5th Green Howards 
sent back word that the pressure on their left had become “ very 
great,” and that a withdrawal was imminent. Certain elements 
of the goth Division on their left had gone back, and the enemy 
was working in behind the Battalion. The result was that the 
greater part of the 5th Green Howards were cut off, only a few 
stragglers getting away. The 4th Green Howards suffered a 
similar fate. The 1/4th East Yorkshires then came in for the 
enemy’s attentions, but what exactly happened to the remnants 
of the Battalion it is impossible to say. The Battalion Diary 
states that “‘ after offering a determined and strenuous resistance 
to repeated attacks (they) were withdrawn under orders to a 
position about one hundred yards to the south of the Verte Rue- 
La Couronne road. Strength, 3 officers and 120 men. They 
were in reserve to the Guards Brigade, about two hundred yards 
to the rear of their support line, and consolidated there.” The 
next entry in the Diary is dated 12th April. 

The 1/4th East Yorkshires were now for a few hours out of the 
front line of the battle. The Territorials fought grandly, and in 
accordance with the highest traditions of the Regiment, as the 
foregoing pages will show, and it is doubtful if the strong resistance 
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put up by these gallant fellows, who held off the enemy for three 
days, was ever equalled in the whole of the 1/4th Battalion’s 
strenuous years in France and Flanders. 

Two other Battalions of the Regiment—1oth and r1th— 
came into the line on the 11th April. They also had arrived from 
the Somme, weak and very tired after the stiff fighting they had 
gone through. 

After relief by units of the 32nd Division, the roth and 11th 
Battalions, with other units of the 92nd Brigade, moved to the 
St. Leger area, but on the 2nd were taken in ’buses to the Reserve 
Divisional area of the 13th Corps. The roth East Yorkshires 
billeted in Monchy and Bretin, and the r1th in La Thieuloye. 
On the 10th April, however, hurried orders were received to move 
to the battle area on the Lys. Again "buses carried the units of 
the Brigade north, the roth and 11th East Yorkshires “‘ debussing”’ 
at Vieux Berquin at about 1.30 a.m. on the 11th. 

About 11 a.m., the roth moved forward to support the soth 
Division, and took up a position west of Doulieu, the 11th Battalion 
moving off to the neighbourhood of Les Trois Fermes, south-east 
of Oultersteen, but later advancing to a position east of Le Verrier. 
Here, Lieut.-Colonel Gurney (the C.O. of 11th) returned to the 
Transport Lines to form a Composite Battalion of Brigade details, 
handing over command to Major J. Shaw.* The roth, late that 
night, readjusted the left of their line, which now rested on the 
road junction at Pont Wemeau. 

& * * * * 

Between the Battles of Estaires and Hazebrouck, the Battle 
of Messines, 1918 (10th to 11th April) was fought. The Ist 
East Yorkshires being then at Dickebusch, were in the area, and 
are entitled to the Battle honour. 


THE BATTLE OF HAZEBROUCK. 
12th-1§th April. 


On the 12th the enemy made a determined thrust towards 
Hazebrouck. At about 8 a.m., in great strength, he attacked 
the line from south of the Estaires-Vieux Berquin road to the 

* “ The Composite Battalion was found to consist of men of 22 different Battalions 
and five different Divisions, not to mention a representative of our allies, the Portuguese, 


and a Br Australian Corporal, who had been in charge of a sock-laundry at Oultersteen.”” 
—From “A Short Diary of the 11th (S.) Battalion, East Yorkshire Regiment.” 
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lorH AND 11TH Neighbourhood of Steenwerck. The 31st Division was at once 


Bns. 
12TH APRIL. 


involved. The 4oth Division had withdrawn through the 31st 
at 7 a.m., and half an hour later hostile shell fire, accompanied 
by machine-gun and rifle fire, especially from east of Doulieu, 
warned the 1oth East Yorkshires that it would not be long ere 
they were attacked. The air was alive with hostile aeroplanes 
which “ buzzed ” like angry bees and swept low over the British 
troops. Then along the road running south-east from Doulieu, 
and in front of the left Company of the Battalion, crowds of 
Germans could be seen moving westwards. ‘The guns were 
asked for support. At 9 a.m. hostile fire on the right was intense. 
The houses on the eastern outskirts of Doulieu were full of 
Germans, and somewhere on the road already mentioned a field 
gun was blowing in the posts on the right.* All the officers 
except one of the right Company, and a large number of N.C.Os. 
and men had fallen killed or wounded, touch with the 2nd Royal 
Fusiliers on the right had been lost, and information came to 
hand that the 93rd Brigade, on the left of the g2nd, was retiring. 
About Io a.m. the roth East Yorkshires were ordered to withdraw 
in a north-westerly direction to the cross-roads just west of 
Haute Maison, taking up a line from there to where the 
Armentiéres Railway crossed the Meteren Becque, south-east of 
Merris. 

The withdrawal was terribly difficult. Deep dykes and hedges 
were everywhere, and all the while the enemy was able to creep 
up without interference, for no artillery support was available. 
In attempting to cross the dykes more than one man was 
drowned; these waterways were also responsible for several 
parties becoming separated from their battalions, and they did 
not rejoin until much later. How the Battalion got away (for 
both flanks were gone and artillery, machine-gun and rifle fire 
swept their position) is a marvel. Arrived at Haute Maison, 
the C.O. was getting his men into position when he met the 
Brigadier, who ordered a new line to be taken up from Haute Maison 
to the road junction south-east. He was also told that the 
1ith East Yorkshires were on his left and the 11th East Lanca- 
shires on his right, but of these Battalions the former was not in 
evidence.t The roth, therefore having an open flank on the 


* On the night of the 11th April, the British line ran roughly from north of Steen- 
werck to La Becque Farm-Le Verrier-Doulieu-Rue Pruvost round the eastern out- 
skirts of Merville. 

t The reason is described later. 
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left, swung back its left from Haute Maison to the railway north tors anp 11TH 
of the latter. This movement was successfully carried out, three 
machine guns of the 29th Division lending valuable assistance in 
keeping the enemy off. Fresh orders came to hand for the 
East Yorkshires to prolong their left along the railway eastwards, 
where they were told they would meet the Composite Battalion.*® 
Germans were met instead and the movement along the railway 
came to an abrupt end. 

In face of pressure by troops who greatly outnumbered 
them, powerfully supported by artillery and machine guns, 
the East Yorkshires and East Lancashires were in a hopeless 
position and, under orders, they withdrew by successive 
retirements to the railway about one thousand yards south-west 
of Merris. From here the roth East Yorkshires linked up 
with the Composite Battalion and the two units dug in and 
consolidated. 

During the 13th there was considerable amount of shell fire, 
and towards the evening sniping and machine-gun fire, but no 
infantry attack on a large scale. About two hundred Germans 
attempted to attack the right Company during the afternoon, 
but they were quickly dispersed. At about 4 a.m. on 14th the 
remnants of the roth Battalion withdrew through the 1st Australian 
Division, which had come up to take over that portion of the line. 
That night the Battalion billeted in the railway siding north 
of Borre. 

Returning to the morning of 12th and the rith East York- 
shires: At 2 a.m. the Battalion moved up, under orders, to take 
up a line between Ferme du Bois and Pont Wemeau. In this 
position and at this time they were on the left of the roth Battalion. 
But when the heavy fighting began at about 10 a.m. (the roth 
having withdrawn in a north-westerly direction), the Battalion 
Diary reports that “ both flanks of the Battalion were exposed.” 
The 11th were, therefore, ordered to withdraw to a line 
Oultersteen-Vieux Berquin road; they must, therefore, have 
been behind the roth Battalion when the latter expected to find 
them on the left. From the latter position as “touch with 
flanks could not be established,” the 11th again withdrew to a 
line west of Vieux Berquin. 

Meanwhile the Composite Battalion had taken up a line west 
of Merris, and to this line the remnants of the 11th East Yorkshires 


* For formation, see page 303. 
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tora ann rite finally withdrew, and so came once more under the orders of 
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their own C.O. 

In the early hours of the 13th, the r1th East Yorkshires and 
the Composite Battalion were supported by troops of the 
Ist Australian Division and the 33rd Division, the line now 
consisting of some 1,200 all ranks from at least seven different 
divisions. At about 11 a.m. word was received that the outpost 
line east of Merris had been forced back during heavy enemy 
attacks north and south of the village. But neither withdrawal 
on their flanks, nor a series of attacks on their front, could move 
the East Yorkshiremen, who did terrible execution on the enemy 
with Lewis-gun and rifle fire. 

On the 14th the roth Battalion also was relieved by Australians 
and moved back, first to Pradelles and then to Egerneest. 

The 1/4th Battalion, reduced to a mere handful—3 officers and 
120 men—were at noon, on 12th April, just south of the Verte Rue- 
La Couronne road, where they were in reserve to the 4th Guards 
Brigade. About this time they again became the front line, and 
the Guards moved to the east of the Neuf-Berquin—Vieux-Berquin 
road. The East Yorkshires were, however, relieved at about 
6 p.m. by troops of the 31st Division, and withdrew to the Chateau 
at La Motte in the Forest of Nieppe. Here they spent the night, 
but at 6 a.m.,on 13th, the enemy’s guns began to shell the Chateau, 
and, after suffering about Io casualties, the Battalion moved on 
to Le Parc, where the remains of the 150th Brigade concentrated. 
The Battalion Diary now reports that the strength of the 
1/4th East Yorkshires was five officers and 80 other ranks, with 
Colonel Pike in command. 

Throughout the remainder of the 13th, r4th and 15th the 
Battalion was engaged in digging a defensive position in the 
Forest of Nieppe during the day and in standing to, at alarm posts, 
at farm billets at night; there was little rest for anybody. No 
attacks were, however, made on or by the enemy, and at last, 
at 8 a.m., on 16th, the worn-out Territorials were relieved and 
moved back by march to the Wittes-Aire area, where they were 
billeted at La Lacque. Here, training and reorganisation, and the 
absorption of drafts, occupied the Battalion until the 26th of 
the month. 
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THE FIRST BATTLE OF KEMMEL. 
r7th-19th April. 


Merville had fallen on the 11th April, and at nightfall the 
British line ran just west of the town. But in the southern part 
of the Lys battlefield the German offensive was being brought 
to a standstill and the heaviest attacks were over. North of 
Merville the fight for Bailleul, Neuve Eglise and the Wytschaete 
Ridge went on with intensity. At nightfall, on the rath, the line 
from north to south ran from Hollebeke along the Wytschaete 
Ridge (along the eastern outskirts of that town) to just east of 
Wulverghem, crossing the Ridge east of Neuve Eglise to 
La Creche, where it bent back sharply to Bailleul Station, thence 
curving round the western side of Oultersteen (held by the 
enemy), east of Neuf-Berquin, to about a mile and a-half west 
of Merville. 

But it is with the Wytschaete Ridge that the interest in this 
story lies, for in this part of the line, north of the town, the 
1st East Yorkshires took over front-line trenches from two Scottish 
Battalions of the gth Division, on the night of r2th April. 

The 1st Battalion, after the heavy fighting on the Somme in 
March, had arrived at Locre on 2nd April. On the 8th, Lieut.- 
Colonel Trimble (the C.O.) left for the Machine-Gun School, 
Grantham, and Major J. H. Coles, assumed command of the 
Battalion. On the gth a move was made towards Ypres and to 
Otago Camp on roth. Meanwhile the 64th Brigade had been 
temporarily transferred to the 9th Division to help that Division 
re-establish its line. On the afternoon of r1th the Battalion 
moved to Nottingham Camp, Ridge Wood, east of Dickebusch. 
Throughout the 12th the 1st East Yorkshires rested, moving 
forward after darkness had fallen to take over the line north of 
Wytschaete from elements of 8th Black Watch and gth Seaforths.* 

The Battalion moved via Vierstraat along the Wytschaete 
road to the Grand Bois. One of the four guides sent by the 
Highlanders was late in arriving, which delayed the move into 
the trenches. The guide also did not know the way, with the 
result that in the inky darkness “ B”? Company failed to get 
into position and did not get into its allotted place until the 
following night. 

* See page 303. 
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The line taken over was on a re-entrant of the northern end 
of the Wytschaete—-Messines Ridge, the western arm of the 
re-entrant having the Grand Bois on its reverse side. The 
East Yorkshires disposed two Companies (“A” and “D”’) in 
the front line which ran along the St. Eloi-Wytschaete road and 
stretched from the southern extremity of Onraet Wood (the 
right flank) to about Evans Farm. The Battalion had on its 
left the 15th D.L.I., Renty Farm (inclusive to the Durhams) 
being the dividing line between the two Battalions. 

The line consisted of a series of strongly fortified lower storeys 
of farms and shell-hole positions. ‘There were very few trenches. 

For a few days (13th to 15th) the enemy gave very little trouble, 
but at § a.m., on 16th April, a very heavy bombardment was 
opened by the hostile guns: the front line was deluged with gas 
and “H.E.,” and behind the forward positions the valleys and 
roads were swept by a regular tornado. Gas fumes and smoke 
were so thick that it was impossible to see to move about in the 
Grand Bois, and soon all telegraph wires were cut and communica- 
tion with the front-line battalions was impossible. 

Half an hour after the bombardment opened, the enemy 
launched a heavy infantry attack against the line on the right of 
the East Yorkshires, also against ‘“‘ D ”’ Company, the right front 
Company of the Battalion. The 62nd Brigade, on the right of 
the East Yorkshires, was almost at once swept out of its position, 
and the right platoon of “ D”’ Company, under 2nd Lieutenant 
Foster, was wiped out, all being killed or captured. The remaining 
platoons of “‘ D,” however, gallantly held fast to their positions, 
though three times the Germans penetrated their lines, only to be 
ejected immediately with heavy loss. All day long these brave 
fellows clung to their positions with extraordinary tenacity and 
courage, though hard put to maintain their positions. “B” 
Company and two platoons of “A” Company, afterwards 
thickened by a company of Durhams, formed a defensive flank on 
the right of “ D” Company on the line North House—Black Cot. 
During the afternoon, however, North House had to be evacuated, 
for the divisional artillery persisted in shelling it. The loss of this 
house was serious, for at 7.30 p.m., a counter-attack was launched 
by various troops of the 9th Division. The left of this attack was 
held up by hostile machine-gun fire from North House. The centre 
of the counter-attack, in small parties, penetrated Wytschaete, 
eventually consolidating on the north-west slopes of the hill. 
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At dawn on 17th, a platoon of “ B” Company, under 2nd 
Lieutenant Stephens, stormed North House and recaptured it, 
taking three German machine guns. The platoon then made 
good its position.* 

Later in the morning, the counter-attack was renewed, but 
very little progress was made, excepting on the left, where the line 
was advanced slightly south-west of North House. All this while, 
*“D ” Company, though isolated and practically surrounded (the 
Germans were on three sides of the gallant East Yorkshiremen), 
held out. Desperate efforts had been made to reach them, but all 
to no avail. At nightfall on 18th, three more efforts were made 
to get into touch with “‘ D”’ Company, and at last a reinforcing 
platoon, though having practically to fight its way in, reached 
Captain Stephenson (the Company Commander) and his very 
gallant fellows. 

After the Battalion had been relieved on 19th, and moved back 
to Camp, about a mile east of La Clytte, the Diary has this entry : 
‘‘ The magnificent performance of ‘ D’ Company under Captain 
Stephenson, in maintaining their position in face of repeated 
attacks, with their right entirely in the air, is worthy of the highest 
praise.” It is! It is one of the things which will live for ever 
in the proud records of the Regiment. 

One of the officers who was present said, when at last “ D ” 
Company had been reached: ‘Captain Stephenson was as 
‘ chirpy ’ as usual, and between the bayonet defence of his line had 
been reading an Italian work of literature and some classic in the 
original Greek, and the latter was somewhat dirty where he had 
turned the pages downwards on the parapet whilst he finished a 
bayonet attack in conjunction with his inseparable fighting chum, 
Sergeant Thomas.” 

The rst East Yorkshires lost in this affair 2nd Lieutenants C. G. 
Johnston-Stuart and H. Foster, and 37 other ranks killed, 2nd 
Lieutenants Morton and Russell and 113 other ranks wounded, 
and 2nd Lieutenant G. R. Ware and 61 other ranks missing. 


° A private account from “ The Snapper” states that it was not North House 
which was recaptured, but some other house. There were apparently several houses 
and it was difficult to distinguish North House. The Battalion Diary has been followed 
in this account. 
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THE SECOND BATTLE OF KEMMEL. 
2§th-26th April. ) 


The enemy’s first attempt (16th-1gth April) to capture Kemmel 
Hill had ended in complete failure. All along the line he had been 
repulsed by the splendid determination of the British troops. The 
famous “ back to the wall ’* message, issued by Sir Douglas Haig 
on 11th April, had stirred all ranks to renewed efforts, and every- 
where there was but one thought—“ They shall not pass.” 

At § a.m.,on the 25th of April, the enemy launched a second 
attack, preceded by a violent bombardment of great intensity, 
upon Kemmel Hill. In this attack, the gallant rst East Yorkshires 
were practically wiped out. 

The Battalion had returned to the front line on the night 
23rd-24th April, relieving the 9th K.O.Y.L.I. in the 64th Brigade 
right sub-sector (Wytschaete). On this occasion, three Com- 
panies (“ A,” “C” and “B” from right to left) went into the 
front line, which ran in a north-easterly to south-westerly direction 
across the Wytschaete Ridge, Kemmel Hill being about two miles 
to the right rear. ‘The fourth Company (“ D”’) was in support 
in Onraet Wood, and Battalion H.Q. were in the Grand Bois. 

About 2.30 a.m., the enemy’s bombardment opened: shells of 
all calibre rained not only upon the forward trenches, but on all 
the communications behind the front line and in the valleys 
beyond the Hill. Gas shells were used freely, and for the first 
time the enemy made use of a new kind of gas—Blue Cross. In 
less than half an hour, all telegraph wires were cut, and even a 
heavy-leaded signal cable, buried eight feet deep in the ground, 
was wrecked. ‘Telegraphic communication gone, attempts were 
made to get through to the forward Companies by means of 
runners, but these also failed, the runners becoming casualties. 

Gas, smoke and bursting shells added to a thick early morning 
fog, created the utmost uncertainty as to what was happening 
in the front line. The bombardment continued until about 
5 a.m., and then the enemy put down a very heavy barrage on all 
the valleys and possible assembly positions in rear of the front-line 
defences. Under cover of a smoke barrage, his infantry advanced 
to the attack, but still no news from the front line reached Battalion 


* Extract: “‘ With our backs to the wall and believing in the justice of our cause, 
each of us must fight to the end.” 
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H.Q. in Grand Bois. Several brave attempts by two N.C.Os.— 


Sergeant Tierney and Corporal Hardy—to keep up communication 
failed. A subaltern—znd Lieutenant Tatlow—tried again and 
again to get through to the Companies, but the barrage was too 
deadly. Runners were sent through, but none returned, and 
eventually only two were left at Battalion H.Q. 

At about 6.30 a.m., the roar of the guns became quieter, but 
on all sides there was great machine-gun activity. "Towards 7 a.m., 
the pall of smoke over the valley behind the Hill began to lift, the 
sun broke through, and in the distance Kemmel Hill stood out 
clearly from the plain. 

Still without news from his Companies, the C.O. (Lieut.- 
Colonel Coles) became anxious, and again attempts were made to 
reach the forward trenches. Presently, Sergeant Culliney rushed 
into Battalion H.Q. with the startling news that the Germans 
were coming over the brow of the hill from Wytschaete, only a 
few hundred yards away. Hastily organising the personnel at 
Battalion H.Q. into two parties, the C.O. placed one under the 
Adjutant, and the other under the Intelligence Officer (2nd 
Lieutenant Tatlow), the former taking up a position between 
H.Q. and the Wytschaete road, the latter to the north of H.Q. 
The length of line taken up was about 150 yards, with 40 other 
ranks to defend it. Meanwhile, Colonel Coles sent off a pigeon 
message to Brigade H.Q. for assistance. 

Soon German patrols began to trickle forward over the brow 
of the hill, some 200 to 300 yards away, their silhouetted figures 
making fine targets, of which full advantage was taken. Two or 
three machine-gun teams, driven back from the Black Cot Ridge, 
joined Battalion H.Q., and together any serious advance by the 
enemy was prevented until about 8.30 a.m. 

But still no news from the forward Companies. 

For two hours Battalion H.Q. maintained this position, but 
the situation was rapidly becoming desperate. No messages from 
anyone came through, and there was no sign of succour. Cut off, 
and very near to being surrounded, the C.O. decided that it was 
useless to hold on longer. He therefore gave the order to with- 
draw in small groups and set off with his runners. Both the 
Adjutant and the Intelligence Officer each had about half a dozen 
men with them: the Battalion M.O. was busy trying to get one 
or two cases away, and touch with him was lost until the action 
was over. In rushes, from shell hole to shell hole, turning 
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occasionally to fire a few rounds at the enemy and then moving 
on again, these few survivors of a very gallant Battalion withdrew. 
But in one of these rushes, Lieut.-Colonel Coles was shot through 
the head and died instantly. A very brave officer, beloved by all 
ranks, and a great loss to the Regiment. 

The Adjutant was now joined by 2nd Lieutenant Robinson, 
who had been lost, but after a skirmish with some German N.C.Os. 
had managed to escape capture when his company (“ D’’) was 
attacked in Onraet Wood. From him was learnt the first news of 
what had happened to the Companies. 

But there was little time for greeting, for these officers, with 
a few runners, were being closely pursued and finally were literally 
chased across the Wytschaete Beek, until they reached a small 
trench (Chinese Trench) on the western bank, crowded with 
troops of the 39th Composite Division. Here they were 
joined soon after by two more East Yorkshire runners who, in 
the early morning, during the bombardment, had reached 
Onraet Wood, and had been captured but had escaped. Only 
3 officers and 30 other ranks succeeded in getting through the 
withdrawal. 

The Battalion Diary has the following entry concerning the 
four Companies: “ No definite news reached the Battalion H.Q., 
but from information gathered from one or two men who succeeded 
In getting away from the front-line Companies, the enemy 
succeeded in enveloping the front-line Companies under cover of 
his smoke barrage.” 

How long the gallant fellows held out it is impossible to say, 
but they were virtually surrounded by 7 a.m., though they were 
unaware of their position until the enemy closed in on them. Only 
2nd Lieutenant S. W. Howard (the Acting Adjutant), znd 
Lieutenant A. R. Robinson, O.C. ““D” Company, and the 
Battalion M.O.—Captain R. T. Raine—got safely through the 
barrage, and during the afternoon, the two former reported at the 
Nucleus Camp at Ouderdom. 

The casualties of the 1st Battalion on 25th April were—killed : 
Lieut.-Colonel J. H. Coles, Captain G. W. Bolton, znd Lieutenant 
R. Yates, and 11 other ranks ; wounded, 27 other ranks; missing, 
Captains E. B. Robinson, F. L. Ball, Sleath and 2nd Lieutenants 
S. Coverdale, G. W. Wisbey, W. E. Witley, A. Tatlow, H. T. 
Stephens, T. G. Mayhew, P. Wallis, S. A. Farmer, F. H. Hardy, 
and F. A. Toogood. A private account gives the number of 
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survivors as “ 29 all ranks, out of a trench strength of about 500 
which went into the line on the 22nd.” 

Thus, so far as the Regiment is concerned, ended the Second 
Battle of Kemmel Ridge. 

In the Battle of the Scherpenberg, the rst East Yorkshires were 
not engaged, but being at Ouderdom, were within the area, and 
therefore gained the battle honour for the Regiment. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 
The Grey Avalanche. 
The German Offensive of 1918. 
III. In Champagne. 


THE BATTLE OF THE AISNE, 1918. 
27th May-6th June. 


T was strange how ill-luck dogged the footsteps of some 

divisions in France and Flanders. Two in particular—the 

21st and 50th—were again and again almost wiped out, though 

their depleted ranks were as often filled and they re-entered 

the struggle as full of grit and courage as ever. Almost 

annihilated during the German offensives on the Somme, 
they had been transferred to the Lys, where they passed through 
a similar calamity; and for a third time, on the Aisne, they 
were about to suffer enormous losses. Thus, three times between 
21st March and the end of June, the 1st and 1/4th East 
Yorkshires were practically re-formed. 

At the end of April and early in May, five British Divisions 
(8th, 21st, 25th and soth, subsequently reinforced by the 19th)* 
were transferred to the French “ for employment on a quiet 
_ part of their front.” They were sent to the Sixth French Army 
on the Aisne, to replace certain French divisions concentrated 
behind Amiens. 

Still very weak (though reinforced by a small draft) with a 
strength all told of from 150 to 200, the 1st East Yorkshires had 
reached Buysscheure on 30th April, where a further draft of 
150 to 200 men joined. On 2nd May, Lieut.-Colonel W. H. S. 
Alexander arrived and assumed command of the Battalion. On 
the 4th, the Battalion entrained at St. Omer for the Aisne, and 


* Constituting the oth British Corps, under Lieut.-General Sir A. Hamilton 
Gordon. 
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arrived at Bouleuse on the afternoon of 5th, marching thence to 
Romigny, where several days were spent, during which another 
draft of 150 officers and men from five different regiments arrived. 
On 12th a move was made to Chalons-le-Vergeur, where Divisional 
and Brigade H.Q. were situated. The 1st East Yorkshires were 
now in Brigade Reserve. 

At 8.30 p.m., on the 22nd May, the 1st Battalion left Chalons-le- 
Vergeur for the front line in front of Bermericourt, where they 
relieved French troops. The line held by the 21st Division 
(the right Division of the gth Corps) was between Berry-au-Bac 
and Loivre, next came the 8th Division, opposite Ville-aux-Bois, 
and then on the left the soth Division (containing the 1/4th East 
Yorkshires), holding the Craonne sector. The 21st had all three 
Brigades in the front line—64th on the right, rroth in the centre 
and 62nd on the left. Of the former Brigade, the 1st East York- 
shires held the right sub-sector, having French Moroccan troops 
as their neighbours, the 9th K.O.Y.L.I. were in the centre and 
15th D.L.I. on the left. Across the Divisional front were two 
physical features of importance. These were the Aisne~Marne 
Canal and west of it, the famous Route 44—the Rheims—Laon- 
Cambrai road. 

Meanwhile the 1/4th East Yorkshires, who, after their hard 
gruelling on the Lys, had moved back to La Lacque, had entrained 
on 26th April at Calonne Ricquart for Courville, and on arrival 
at their destination (28th), marched to Mont-sur-Courville, 
where they billeted. The strength of the Battalion was now 
26 officers and 691 other ranks, though further reinforcements 
arrived later. Major N. W. Stead temporarily commanded the 
Battalion. 

Several days were spent in training and reorganisation, and 
then, on 6th and 7th May, the soth Division relieved the sist 
French Division in the Craonne sector, the 150th Brigade taking 
over the left sub-sector, which included the town. The Brigade 
front extended from Chevreux village (cross-roads inclusive) to 
the Piste D’Orleans—a total frontage of about 2,600 yards. 
The front-line trenches, which were irregular, ran along the 
Plateau de Californie. 

On the roth, “ D” Company of the 1/4th East Yorkshires, 
took over the extreme left of the Divisional sector, one Company 
being in support at P.C. Marais, and two in Brigade Reserve, 
t.¢., one at Electra and the other at La Hutte. On the night, 
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23rd/24th May, 4 officers and §3 other ranks raided the enemy’s 
trenches north of the Ailette, but found them unoccupied. No 
casualties were suffered. 

The records of the 1st and 1/4th Battalions both made reference 
to the extreme quietude of conditions in the front line. On 
26th May, however, this peace was rudely disturbed. A prisoner, 
captured by the French, on examination, gave evidence of an 
immediate heavy attack, to be preceded by a bombardment 
consisting of a large proportion of gas shell. The bombardment 
was timed to begin at I a.m., and the German infantry was to 
attack at 3.30 a.m., on 27th.* The attack was to be delivered 
between Soissons and Rheims, with the Chemin des Dames as 
the first objective. 

There was no time to lose; the warning order, issued from 
Divisional H.Q. at about 4 p.m., on 26th, left little time to make 
the necessary arrangements, but all Battalions were ordered to 
their battle positions. Of the 1soth Brigade, the reserve company 
of 1/4th East Yorkshires at La Hutte, was moved up to P.S. Verdun 
(in Craonne) and placed at the disposal of the 5th Green Howards, 
holding the front line on the right of the East Yorkshire Terri- 
torials. ‘The support company of the 1/4th Battalion was ordered 
from Electra into close support in Trench Falaise, just under the 
southern crest of the Plateau. The 4th Green Howards were 
moved into the line Mt. Hermel-Tr. Behart (500 yards north of 
Craonelle). 

The impending German attack had not been unforeseen by 
British G.H.Q., who “ had always held the opinion that before the 
resumption of the enemy’s main offensive on the Arras—Montdidier 
front, the attack on our northern flank in Flanders (the Lys Battles) 
would be followed by a similar attack on the southern flank of the 
Allied Armies.”’+ 

The splendid resistance put up by the British troops on the 
Lys had delayed the enemy’s attack on the Aisne front, but the 
violence of the latter when it was launched was a surprise.t 


* The German plan was as follows: (i) Attacks by the Seventh and First Armies 
from the line Anizy (south-west of Laon)}—south of Barry-au-Bac in the direction of 
Soissons—Fismes—-Rheims ; (ii) Prolongations of the attacks to the right across the 
Ailette towards the Oise, and to the left as far as Rheims; (iii) Attack by the Eighteenth 
Army west of the Oise, with its principal effort towards Compiégne. 

t Official Despatches. 

t It was a coincidence that the extreme flanks of the 9th British Corps were held 
by East Yorkshiremen—1st on the right, 1/4th on the left. 
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As far as can be gathered, the dispositions of the 1st East York- 
shires on the night of 26th/27th May were as follows: ‘‘D” 
Company held the line east of the Aisne~Marne Canal, “‘C”’ and 
““ A”? Companies (right and left respectively) held the Battle line, 
and “‘ B”’ Company was in reserve in a post in rear of Battalion 
H.Q., which were in a sumptuous dug-out in a trench adjoining 
Route 44. All Companies still held these positions when the 
storm broke in the early hours of the 27th. 

About midnight, several gas shells fired by the enemy fell near 
Lieut.-Colonel Alexander’s H.Q. ‘Thereafter, with slowly increas- 
ing intensity, the shell fire grew, until by 1 a.m. it was as bad as 
the holocaust which had swept the Somme on 21st March. The 
front-line trenches and communications quickly became enveloped 
in clouds of noxious gas and smoke, telephone wires were cut, and 
the only means of communication were by runners, many of whom 
became casualties. 

At 6 a.m. the sun was shining, but clouds of gas and smoke 
made visibility difficult. It was about this time that the first 
signs of a hostile infantry attack made themselves manifest to 
the 1st Battalion, by tell-tale attacks on the left flank. No news 
could be obtained of “ D’’ Company beyond the Canal, which, 
after putting up a desperate resistance against overwhelming 
numbers, was enveloped and captured almost en bloc. Two platoons 
of the left Company (“‘A’’) had also been taken, though only 
after hard fighting. For some time the enemy did not develop his 
frontal attack, but bent all his efforts on turning the flanks. The 
left front of “ A’? Company commanded a valley running at right 
angles to the Battalion front, and down this depression the Germans 
advanced in great strength. The C.O. therefore sent up 2nd 
Lieutenant Middlebrook (East Yorkshire Regiment), of the 64th 
T.M.B., with his guns, lent to the Battalion for the Battle. The 
trench mortars put down a most effective barrage which success- 
fully cooled off the enemy’s enthusiasm ; for an hour or two he 
made no more attempts to advance up the valley. Then the T.M. 
ammunition gave out, but the officer commanding the Battery 
placed his menat the disposal of the East Yorkshires, and they worked 
as an independent platoon. At 11 a.m. the enemy made another 
drive down the valley, and two platoons from “ B”’ Company 
were sent up to reinforce “‘ A,” and two to “ C” Company. 

The latter Company (“ C ”’) was in a desperate situation, time 
and again the enemy tried to separate them from the French 
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troops on their right, but, acting in close co-operation, the East 
Yorkshires and the Moroccans beat off all attempts to drive a 
wedge between them. 

Nevertheless, by midday, Germans on the left, were between 
the left of the East Yorkshires and the K.O.Y.L.I., and were 
actually bombing the rear trenches of Battalion H.Q. “A” 
Company, under great pressure, was now gradually falling back, 
whilst the wounded (walking cases) coming back from “C” 
Company, reported that Company cut off. In reality “‘C” was 
merely divided, part falling back and fighting with the Moroccans, 
and the other part retiring on Battalion H.Q. 

Colonel Alexander, deciding that no sort of stand could be 
made at Battalion H.Q., ordered the remnants of his Battalion 
to fall back down the communication trench behind H.Q., and 
re-form in some existing trenches behind and in front of Hermon- 
ville village. A defence flank was to be formed facing west. 
These orders given, the C.O. sent the following message by 
runner to Brigade H.Q.: ‘‘ Am forming defensive flank facing 
west and gradually withdrawing on Hermonville.” ‘ B” Com- 
pany withdrew along Boyeau Luxembourg and formed the 
defensive flank facing west; “‘ A” followed to occupy Ouvrage 
Charpentier; “‘C” fell back along Boyeau Dumont. Battalion 
H.Q. were established at the road junction south-east of 
Hermonville, the remnants of the Battalion being placed in 
defences east of the village and north and south of Battalion H.Q. 
The retirement had been made totheaccompaniment of flank bomb- 
ing from the left, whilst on the right the Moroccans were contesting 
every inch of ground. Those French Colonials fought well. 

About 3 p.m. Colonel Alexander received a visit from the 
Brigade Major, and a little later was ordered to advance up the 
communication trench down which the remnants of the Battalion 
had retired, and retake the trench just west of Route 44, in which 
Battalion H.Q. had been situated. The advance began at 4 p.m. 
The head of the Battalion reached old Battalion H.Q. and found 
it full of German bodies, but almost immediately parties of the 
enemy appeared on both flanks, and, as one officer said, “‘ Gave 
us a merry time.” In a few minutes the already depleted Battalion 
lost quite half of its small strength and only about 100 other 
ranks managed to get back to the line near Hermonville, where 
the remnants of “C’’ Company, which had been with the 
Moroccans, came in from the Villers-Franqueux direction. 
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Along the Battalion front at least the Germans made no 
further advance that day, and at dusk a rapid reorganisation of 
the line was attempted. The Battalion strength was then about 
100 other ranks.* 

During the night Hermonville was shelled unmercifully, and 
dead horses, mules and smashed transport were everywhere. 
About midnight the Battalion was ordered to withdraw one and 
a-half miles west of the village on the Bouvancourt road. About 
midnight the East Yorkshires arrived at Brigade H.Q., then in a 
cave 1,200 yards west of Hermonville. Here they received fresh 
orders to take up a position in a wood at the head of a deep 
re-entrant about a mile north-west of Hermonville; a frontage 
of about 1,000 yards was allotted to the Battalion—about ten 
yards for each man with the whole Battalion in line. Some idea 
of the general situation was gathered at Brigade H.Q. Apparently 
the troops about Rheims held firmly, but the weakness was on 
the left flank where the whole line was swinging round in a 
south-westerly direction. The scattered remnants of the 
Divisional Pioneers were on the right of the rst East Yorkshires— 
the 7th Brigade was supposed to be on their left though it never 
really was there. The Brigadier’s orders to the East Yorkshires 
were that the enemy must be delayed in his advance. 

Dawn was breaking on 28th by the time the East Yorkshires 
were in position, but all uncertainty as to the enemy’s intentions 
was soon dispelled. At 6 a.m. the Signalling Officer reported to 
Colonel Alexander that hostile infantry, in artillery formation, 
were advancing to the foot of the valley commanded by the 
Battalion. Artillery teams could also be seen bringing up 
howitzers which unlimbered on Route 44 and prepared for action. 
For a short while there was an uncanny silence; the German 
infantry disappeared into the woods at the foot of the valley; 
not a shot was fired. The pause lasted about fifteen minutes, 
then shrapnel began to burst over the heads of the East Yorkshire- 
men, though the trees broke the fall of the shot. At 7 a.m. the 
waiting troops were suddenly alarmed by shouting and machine-gun 
and rifle fire coming from both flanks, but for quite a quarter of 
an hour no Germans were seen. Meanwhile the uncertainty of 
the direction of attack and the confusion had decided Colonel 


* Officer casualties during the day were: 2nd Lieut. W. A. H. Smith killed; 
2nd Lieuts. Varey and Woodhead wounded ; 2nd Lieut. Boyes shell-shock and evacuated ; 
2nd Lieut. A. D. Robinson captured—a prisoner. 
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Alexander that he must get back toa position offering a good field 
of fire. He, therefore, ordered a retirement, by small groups, to 
the Bouvancourt—Fismes road, some 200 to 400 yards further back, 
where a clear view of the advancing enemy would be possible. 

It was not long before the Germans appeared at the edge of 
the wood, but although they made many attempts, they could 
not debouch from it, and for fully three-quarters of an hour the 
East Yorkshiremen checked every advance. 

Meanwhile, the enemy, whilst continuing his endeavours to 
advance in front of the East Yorkshires, was all the time pushing 
past their left flank, and soon his Very lights were seen to go up 
from the outskirts of Pévy, one and a-half miles to the left rear 
of the 1st Battalion. Until 11 a.m. several determined attempts 
were made to break the Battalion’s front, but they were all 
frustrated. At that hour, however, under extreme pressure from 
both flanks, a further retirement was made to a small spur with 
an all-round defence of old trenches, south of St. Joseph’s Farm, 
discovered by Major du Moulin. Ina military sense, the position 
was strong, but alas! the number left to defend it was but a 
handful, for besides the C.O., Second-in-Command, Adjutant, 
and two other officers there were only from thirty-five to forty 
other ranks, and on counting the ammunition, it was found that 
only from twenty to thirty rounds per man remain. But at 
about 2 p.m. a French Mitrailleuse company appeared and 
thickened the woefully thin line, though when, in an hour’s time, 
for want of ammunition, the little band of East Yorkshires with- 
drew, the French officer in charge was most indignant, but he 
was left to carry on. Under cover of the Frenchmen’s fire, the 
East Yorkshires withdrew to about 400 yards south of Point 216, 
north-west of Trigny: here the night was passed. During the 
move back to Trigny where, looking like a weak platoon, the 
Battalion arrived at 4 p.m., Captain W. C. Green, of “ C ” Com- 
pany and a few of his men, who had been fighting with the 
Moroccans, rejoined. 

At Trigny, however, too other rank reinforcements joined, as 
well as two or three officers from the Transport Lines: the 
Battalion had again four nucleus companies and moved to a quarry 
on Trigny Heights to reorganise. 

The Battalion was now nominally in support, though only 
600 to 700 yards away the K.O.Y.L.I. and D.L.I. were still 
engaged in a desperate struggle with the enemy. 
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After reorganisation, all four companies were placed behind 
the front-line troops ready to counter-attack. At about 1.30 a.m., 
on 29th, a French cavalryman rode up with a message from the 
French Army Commander that all troops were to be withdrawn 
by dawn to south of the Vesle River. An hour and a-half remained 
only, and in that time two and a-half miles across cultivated hop 
fields had to be covered: the night was starless and pitch dark. 
Eventually, however, the Battalion reached Muizon, and took up 
a position in front of the Jonchery road. Posts were pushed 
forward to the Fismes—Rheims railway. ‘Touch on the right was 
maintained with French troops and with the 14th Northumberland 
Fusiliers on the left. 

Orders were received about mid-day by the 1st East Yorkshires 
to move to a position east of Rosnay. But this move was difficult. 
Visibility was extremely good and, owing to the keenness of the 
enemy’s observation balloons, the Battalion, though moving oniy a 
company at atime, had a bad time of it, losing about 50 to 60 men. 

French troops then came up and at last relieved the worn-out 
remnants of the rst East Yorkshires, and by 6.30 p.m. about one 
hundred other ranks, with men attached from other units, were 
collected half a mile south of Rosnay and moved into reserve 
positions on the western side of the Germigny—Rosnay road, and 
about half a mile north of Germigny. 

The terrific struggle, so far as the rst East Yorkshires were 
concerned, was now over, for on the 3oth the Battalion—or rather 
the skeleton of the Battalion—withdrew to Marfaux, thence in 
stages to the Villers au Bois area, crossing the Marne at Damery. 
At 9 a.m.,on 31st, the Battalion reached Chaltrait, where, for the 
time being, they must be left, for the story turns back again to 
those tense moments on 27th, when the enemy attacked the 
1/4th Battalion. 

When the storm of gas and H.E. shell broke over the soth 
Division at 1 a.m., on 27th, the 1/4th East Yorkshires of the r5oth 
Brigade (the left Battalion of the left Brigade of the Division), 
were disposed as follows: “A’’ Company held the front 
line, “‘B”? was in close support in Trench Falaise, “C” had 
moved from La Hutte (Brigade H.Q.) to P.C. Verdun (in Craonne) 
at the disposal of the 5th Green Howards (on the right of the 1/4th 
East Yorkshires), ‘‘ D ” was in support in P.C. Marais. For two 
and a-half hours the tornado swept the whole divisional area, 
causing many casualties and practically destroying the trenches. 
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No hostile infantry attack developed against the 15oth Brigade 
front from the north, but as a result of the successful advance 
made by the enemy on the right portion of the divisional front 
and through the French division on the left, the Craonne Plateau, 
by 6.30 a.m., was enveloped on both flanks. The right of the 
sth Green Howards had been overrun by 4 a.m. The smoke 
and dust hid from the O.Ps. on the Plateau the course of the battle, 
and all overground communication had been broken, only the 
buried cables held, and the only report received by Brigade H.Q. 
was from the C.O. of the §th Green Howards, about 5.45 a.m., 
which stated that his H.Q. Company was then fighting around his 
Command Post, and that they appeared to be surrounded. No 
news was received from the 1/4th East Yorkshires, and it is possible 
that the majority of the latter were overwhelmed at about that time. 

The Diary of the 1/4th Battalion states that the Battalion 
was completely disorganised and rearguard actions were fought 
by isolated parties who managed to escape and work their way 
back to the River Aisne and the bridge at Maizy, “ the number 
which succeeded in crossing being very small.” 

Even the Q.M., with his personnel and transport details, who 
attempted to defend the crossings at Maizy, was forced to withdraw 
and abandon all stores, regimental records and vehicles. 

About 100 men of several units (including some of the 
1/4th East Yorkshires) fought rearguard actions to Fismes, which 
held for some little time, a retirement being made through a 
line held by French troops. The last entry in the Battalion 
Diary, dated 28th/31st, reads as follows: ‘‘ Ceased to act as 
a battalion, but remnants of brigade details acted as a composite 
battalion under the command of Lieut.-Colonel N. W. Stead. 
Total strength representing this Battalion, 4 officers and 105 other 
ranks,” the survivors of 30 officers and 642 other ranks, the 
strength of the Battalion at midnight 26th/27th just before the 
enemy’s attack. 

So once more, both the 1st and 1/4th Battalions had been 
practically wiped out. The battle continued until 6th June, 
but neither Battalion was engaged with the enemy, and at the 
close of the operations the Ist* were at Congy and the 1/4th at 
Vert La Gravelle. 


* The 1st Battalion Diary on 1st June records the casualties between the 27th and 
30th May as 1 officer (2nd Lieut. C. Bicknell) and 6 other ranks killed; 7 officers and 
55 other ranks wounded, and 8 officers and 314 other ranks missing. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 


os 


The Period of Active Defence: and Some 
Minor Operations. 


ERIOUS as were the results of the German offensives 
on the Aisne between 27th May and 6th June, they 
were not fatal. Much ground, many prisoners and 
a great deal of war material had fallen into the hands 
of the enemy. But he was held, and thereafter the 

Allies consolidated their line afresh, training and 
waiting for the opportunity of dealing the enemy that heavy 


blow (on 8th August) which was the beginning of the end of. 


the Great War. 

Germany’s greatest effort had failed. Her soldiery, buoyed 
up with false promises of an early and complete victory, now 
began to look upon their leaders with suspicion—their will to 
win the war was on the waver, though there were still stubborn 
fighters among them. 

During the period—the Period of Active Defence it was 
called—following the breakdown of the German attacks on the 
Lys, the months of May, June and July along the British front, 
though full of small incidents, were comparatively quiet, and 
were spent in closing the breaches made by the German advances 
and, from a regimental point of view, only two actions merit 
description. In both the 31st Division was engaged, the roth 
and 11th East Yorkshires taking part in the operations. 

After the heavy fighting which closed on 14th April, both 
Battalions, very weak, received reinforcements and were gradually 
made up to strength, but it was the end of the month before 
the Division was relieved in the line and moved back to an area 
where all units could train their drafts. Only one instance of 
outstanding interest occurs in the Diary for the remainder of 
April—a very successful raid carried out on 26th/27th by 
4 officers and 125 other ranks of the roth East Yorkshires on the 
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1oTH AND 11TH enemy’s trenches round La Becque. ‘The raid resulted in the 


BNs. 


28TH APRIL. 


25TH JUNE. 


27TH JUNE. 


28TH JuNE. 


capture of 24 Germans and a machine gun, and about 60 of the 
enemy were killed. 

On 28th the 1oth Battalion marched to Haute Lodge, west 
of Hazebrouck, the 11th Battalion having moved on the previous 
day to La Brearde. May was uneventful, both Battalions at the 
close being at Lumbres—the Brigade Camp. 

In June the 31st Division was back in the line, taking over 
front-line trenches along the north-eastern exits of the Forest of 
Nieppe, west of La Becque stream. On 25th orders were received 
to attack the enemy’s defences from the general line Swing Bridge- 
Le Cornet Perdu—La Becque, with the idea of establishing a front 
line further in advance of the wooded ground which was 
continually being shelled with gas. 

The attack was to be made by the §th Division on the right 
and 31st Division on the left, Le Cornet Perdu, then directly 
west, being roughly the dividing line between the two Divisions. 
Of the 31st Division, the 92nd Brigade was to be on the right, 
one battalion of the 93rd Brigade on the left. The former Brigade 
was to attack with the roth East Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel E. H. 
Rigg) on the right, r1th East Lancashires in the centre and 
11th East Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel C. H. Gurney) on the left. 
The attack was to take place on 28th June. Careful training 
was previously carried out and the ground reconnoitred by 
officers who, it is interesting to note, were clad in “ camouflage 
suits |” 

On the night of 27th, the roth Battalion moved off to its 
assembly positions, just east of the road from Caudescure to the 
Forest. The East Lancashires were in the centre, west of Beulieu 
Farm, roughly the centre of the German line opposite the g2nd 
Brigade. 

The 11th East Yorkshires moved up at 8.30 on the left of the 
East Lancashires, and with their left about Volley Farm. There 
was no preliminary bombardment, as the attack was to be a surprise. 
At 6a.m., on the 28th, the barrage fell and the attacking infantry 
began immediately to move forward to the attack. Short shooting 
by several 18-pdrs. caused casualties among the right front com- 
pany (including Major C. B. Traill, who was killed), but did not 
disorganise the advance. 

The troops advanced so quickly on the heels of the barrage 
that impetuosity outran discretion, and some were caught in their 
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own barrage. But the enemy was completely surprised, the East torn anp 11TH 
Yorkshires reaching his trenches before he had time to man them Bye: 
° . . ; , 28TH JUNE. 

or bring machine guns into action. The resistance shown was 
therefore only slight. Many Germans tried to run away, but 
were either shot down or captured. Others surrendered at once, 
appearing only too glad to be taken. On the right, the roth 
Battalion reached its final objective by 7.20 a.m., and a line was 
consolidated west of La Becque stream.: 

The 11th East Yorkshires similarly met with very little resist- 
ance, and by 7.25 a.m. had also captured all their objectives. 
Patrols were then sent out towards La Becque stream, returning 
with the information that none of the enemy could be found west 
of the stream. Casualties in killed and wounded were: roth 
Battalion, 6 officers and 189 other ranks; 11th Battalion, 7 officers 
and 213 other ranks. Of the enemy, at least 200 were killed and 
4 officers and 116 other ranks taken prisoner. A field gun and 
a number of trench mortars and machine guns were also 
captured. 

The small, but highly-successful, operation carried out by 
the 11th East Yorkshires on 12th July was a daylight attack (at arn Jury. 
2.30 p.m.) on a line of hostile posts just east of La Becque stream 
and Tern Farm. Without any artillery preparation, sections of 
platoons, preceded by scouts in pairs, were pushed across the 
stream in conjunction with Australians on the left. The enemy 
was completely surprised and, though putting up a fight in some 
sections of his line, surrendered freely when called upon to do so. 
One officer and 60 other ranks were captured, as well as four machine 
guns: some fifty of the enemy were killed, the East Yorkshires 
losing 2 other ranks killed, 3 missing, and 13 wounded. 

At nightfall the roth Battalion relieved the 11th, and the 
latter moved back in Brigade Reserve. 

No other incidents of importance to the roth and 11th 
Battalions happened during the remainder of July. 31st Jury. 

The 1st East Yorkshires moved from Congy on gth June to sr Bn 
Les Essarts, from which place, on 14th, lorries carried the Battalion "47 JuN®- 
to Fere Champenoise. At the latter town, the Battalion entrained 
for the Abbeville area.* The Diary of the 1st Battalion has the 
following note: “‘ Much interest was evinced by those who came 
out with the Battalion in September, 1914, on passing, about 
9.30 p.m., through the station of Coulommiers, which was the 


* Entraining strength, 7 officers and 194 other ranks. 
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first detraining station of the Battalion on its arrival on active 
service in France.’’* 

Arrived in their training area, the Battalion set to work to 
reorganise and absorb drafts of officers and men, and for the 
remainder of June were busily engaged in training. On the 
2nd July, the 64th Brigade moved to Puchevillers, from which 
place the Brigade, on 25th, relieved the 189th Brigade in the 
Mailly Maillet sector, but the East Yorkshires were in support 
to the end of the month. 

The Battle of the Aisne, 1918, was the last action in which 
the 1/4th East Yorkshires were engaged. The Battalion had 
reached Vert La Gravelle terribly weak: it could only muster 
§ officers and 187 other ranks. Indeed, the 150th Infantry 
Brigade had, for the time being, lost its identity in a composite 
battalion of all units of the Brigade, known as General Marshall’s 
Force. On the 11th June, Lieut.-Colonel W. T. Wilkinson 
rejoined and assumed command of his depleted Battalion which, 
on 19th, was assembled at Moeurs, numbering, inclusive of details 
such as transport, band, and a few sick men, 11 officers and 222 
other ranks. On the last day of June the 150th Composite 
Battalion assembled at P.O.W. Camp, St. Sophie Farm, near 
Connantre, where it dispersed, all units rejoining their battalions. 
The 1/4th East Yorkshires then had a strength of 9 officers and 
215 other ranks. On ist July the Battalion set out by march 
route, via Connantre, for Sommesous, which place was reached on 
3rd. Here, the Territorials entrained for Hangest, and from the 
latter village marched to Heucourt. 

At Heucourt, instructions were received to prepare to form a 
“cadre,” 1t.¢., a battalion training establishment consisting of 
10 officers and §0 other ranks, the surplus personnel to proceed to 
the Base. On 12th a move was made to Limeux, where on r§th 


the surplus personnel (2 officers and 143 other ranks) left the 


Battalion, the latter numbering now only 7 officers and 34 other 
ranks. 

There is little more to relate concerning the 1/4th Battalion. 
Various moves took place. By the end of July the cadre had 
reached Rouxmesnil. On 15th August, in company with the 

* It is interesting to note that the only officer serving with the Battalion who had 
been with it on its arrival in France was 2nd Lieut. J. H. Keech, who was then Regimental 
Sergeant-Major. Others were R.S.M. Grieve, C.S.M. Metcalf, C.Q.M.S. Griggs, 


Sergeants Wox and Hull, Privates Cawthorne, Horne, Matty and Youngman and 
Bandsman Roscoe, and there may have been one or two more. 
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cadre of the 4th Green Howards, §th Green Howards and 
4th South Staffords, who had all been similarly reduced, the 
East Yorkshires moved to Etaples, where they joined the 
116th Brigade, 39th Division, which had become a cadre division, 
and was not again reconstituted. From Etaples, camp was moved 
to near Le Touquet among the sand dunes, and here, on 
11th October, Lieut.-Colonel Wilkinson relinquished command of 
the Battalion, Lieut.-Colonel E. W. Montgomerie assuming 
acting command on 18th. 

The cadre of the 1/4th East Yorkshires was at Cucq when, 
on Ist November, orders were received to proceed with the 
demobilization of the Battalion, and on 7th the personnel moved 
to “ F” I.B.D., all officers being posted direct to units. 

Thus ended the war service of the 1/4th East Yorkshires. 
Their records show that they served their country most gallantly, 
but they were unfortunate in not serving to the end as a fighting 
unit. The hard gruelling they had passed through in three 
successive battles of great violence had robbed them of their 
strength and it was not possible to re-form them again. Other 
units suffered in a similar manner. 

Throughout the closing days of March (from 2oth) and during 
April, May, June and July, the 6th East Yorkshires (Pioneers) 
remained in the area between Loos and the La Bassée Canal. 
Their fighting days as infantry were definitely over, and though 
they came in for heavy shelling during the enemy’s activity in 
April, having suffered during that month 2 officers and 206 other 
ranks wounded, they were not called upon to man the front-line 
trenches. 

After the very heavy fighting which the 17th Division had 
been through in March, the soth Brigade left Henencourt on 
3rd and 4th April and marched to the Pernois area, north-west 
of Amiens, the 7th East Yorkshires billeting in Berteaucourt. 
But their stay in this village was of short duration, for a little 
later the Brigade marched eastwards again to Raincheval, where 
orders were received to relieve a Brigade of the 63rd Division, 
whose line between Mesnil and Beaumont Hamel (along the 


River Ancre) the 17th Division was taking over. The 7th Battalion. 


went into the line on the night of 14th, but the tour was 
uneventful, and on 22nd the Brigade was relieved and went 
into Divisional Reserve in Forceville. On the 8th May a move 
was made to Arqueves, where, for the first time since the March 
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fighting, all units had an opportunity for training. But it was 
short, for by the end of the month the Brigade was back again 
in the front line in the Mailly Maillet sector. 

A large raid was carried out on 8th June, the largest ever 
made by the Soth Brigade, for the raiding party consisted practically 
of the whole of two battalions, 1.¢., 18 officers and 500 other ranks 
of the 7th East Yorkshires, commanded by Lieut.-Colonel 
G. East-King, and the same number of officers and men of the 
6th Dorsets. 

The area raided consisted of three distinct lines of German 
trenches immediately south of Beaumont Hamel, the frontage 
being about 500 yards and the depth some 4oo yards. A deep 
gully, known as “‘ Y ” Ravine (a place familiar to all who served 
in the Beaumont Hamel sector) and an enormous mine crater, 
one of the largest in France, were included in the sections of 
trenches to be raided. 

The Dorsets were on the right and the East Yorkshires on the 
left, and the attack was made under creeping artillery and trench- 
mortar barrages. 

Zero hour was 10.5 p.m. on 8th June. Every officer and man 
taking part in the raid had been carefully trained and lantern 
lectures were given showing the trenches accurately. Each man 
had his own particular job to do and thoroughly understood it. 
A full rehearsal was carried out on 6th June, and the battalions 
moved up to their assembly positions during the night 
7th/8th June. 

The raid went like clockwork, and was a complete success. 
Every attempt at resistance on the part of the enemy was 
speedily overcome, and in one hour the whole of the sector had 
been entirely overrun and the Germans in it either killed or 
captured, including those who fled to dug-outs. The East York- 
shires captured about 30 prisoners and at least 150 of the enemy 
were killed. Three trench mortars and 4 machine guns were also 
taken. No figures of casualties suffered by the attacking battalions 
are given in the records, but they are described as “‘ moderately 
severe,” and are partly accounted for by the fact that the 


_impetuosity of the troops carried them too near the barrage, 


and also to short shooting on the part of some of our guns. 

The remainder of June, though undistinguished by any 
further fighting, apart from patrol encounters, nevertheless was 
productive of heightened morale on the part of the troops, whose 
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attitude towards the enemy gradually became more aggressive. 
Snipers obtained the ascendency over German snipers, hostile 
trench mortars when they opened fire were immediately dealt 
with by “ crashes” from the British guns, artillery “ retaliation ” 
shoots were frequent, and always resulted in the smothering of 
the Bosche guns. In short, final supremacy over the enemy had 
begun to show itself. 

With the exception of two fighting patrol encounters in July, 
that month also witnessed nothing of outstanding importance, 
and on 31st the 7th East Yorkshires were holding front-line 
trenches just east of Bouzincourt. 

At this stage it is interesting to note what Sir Douglas Haig 
said of the troops under him in France and Flanders: ‘ By the 
end of July the reconstitution of the British Armies had been 
completed. The spirit of the men was as high as ever and the 
success of the various local operations had had a good effect. 
I had once more at my command an effective striking force 
capable of taking the offensive with every hope of success when 
the proper moment should arrive.”* 

In the meantime events of great importance had taken place 
on the French front further south. ‘The enemy had again 
attacked east and south-west of Rheims on 15th July and had 
won a temporary success, including the passage of the Marne. 
On 18th July Marshal Foch launched his great counter-offensive 
between Chateau Thierry and Soissons and was immediately 
successful. 

The German Army had made its last great effort and had 
failed. 


* Official Despatches. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 


The Advance to Victory, 1918. 
I. In Picardy. 


HE striking success of the great Allied counter-offensive on 

18th July between Chateau Thierry and Soissons caused a 

dramatic change in the situation along the Western Front, 

the definite collapse of the enemy’s ambitious attack of the 

15th July, the entire loss of his gains and complete defeat of 

his plans, producing in the German Army temporary panic. 
Buoyed up with false stories that Great Britain, France and Italy 
were on the verge of collapse, that the offensive of 15th July was 
indeed the “ Friedensturm ” (Victory Battle) which would bring 
peace—the peace terms to be dictated by Germany, of course—the 
German soldiery viewed the situation in gloomy distrust: their 
faith in their leaders was almost gone. 

As in 1914, the Marne in 1918 was the grave of German hopes 
of victory! While Marshal Foch had been preparing and making 
his counter-stroke, similar preparations were being made by the 
British Commander-in-Chief for another great blow against the 
enemy’s front east of Amiens, with the object of disengaging 
Amiens and the freeing of the Paris-Amiens railway by an attack 
on the Albert—Montdidier front. 

At dawn, on 8th August (Zero hour was 4.20 a.m.), 2,000 
British guns suddenly placed upon the enemy’s trenches a crushing 
bombardment, and 400 tanks, followed by waves of infantry, 
swarmed across No Man’s Land and completely overran the 
enemy’s defences, capturing 13,000 prisoners and between 300 
and 400 guns. When night fell on 8th, an advance of between six 
and seven miles into the enemy’s positions between Albert and 
Villers Bretonneux had been made, and the objectives of the 
battle completely gained. This Battle,- General Ludendorff 
referred to as “‘ the Black Day of the German Army.” 
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THE BATTLE OF AMIENS. 
8th-12th August, 1918. 


In the Battle of Amiens the East Yorkshires took no part, 
though one Battalion—the 7th—was behind the battle front, the 
17th Division being in G.H.Q. Reserve. 

The 7th Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel G. East-King commanding), 
on the morning of 8th August, was engaged in training at Hérissart, 
when sudden orders were received to march southwards in the 
direction of Amiens. At 2.30 p.m. all units set out, and on the 
road news was received of the successful attack, and when several 
thousands of prisoners were met en route the enthusiasm of all 
ranks was intense. ‘That night the Battalion bivouacked in Bois 
L’Abbe, just west of Villers Bretonneux, after a twenty-four 
kilometre march, during which only one man fell out. On the 
gth the Brigade moved to billets round Corbie. The roth and 
I1th were spent in the same position, but on 12th (the soth 
Brigade having taken over the front line south-east of Proyart), 
at 7.30 p.m., the 7th Battalion moved up to the front line. Hostile 
aeroplanes were busy during the move and one machine dropped 
six or seven bombs in quick succession, a whole platoon of one 
company becoming casualties. The relief was completed by 2 a.m. 
on 13th. 

a * * * * * 

On the 1st August, the rst Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel F. L. du 
Moulin) was in the Mailly Maillet sector, holding front-line 
trenches. Information had reached Divisional H.Q. that the 
enemy was meditating a withdrawal, but during the first few days 
of the month patrols found him still holding the line in strength. 
A raid, carried out on 8th, resulted in nothing but casualties— 
three other ranks being killed and znd Lieutenant MacDonald 
and three other ranks wounded—the outcome of the enemy’s 
retaliation artillery fire. On 14th definite information came to 
hand that the enemy was withdrawing and patrols, sent out 
immediately, found not only his front line, but the support lines 
and Beaumont Hamel deserted. At 6 p.m. that night the 
Battalion consolidated in the front line as the gth K.O.Y.L.I. 
were to advance and occupy the enemy’s evacuated position. At 
12.30a.m.,on 15th, the Battalion was ordered to take up a line in 
rear of the K.O.Y.L.I., and if the latter met with only weak 


1918 “* Peaceful Penetration.” 335 


resistance, push through and occupy the bridgehead over the 
Ancre. But the enemy held a ridge in front of the Battalion in 
strength, and the East Yorkshiremen were therefore unable to go 
through the K.O.Y.L.I. On the 16th, the 64th Brigade was 
withdrawn into Divisional Reserve. The operations of 1§th/16th 
had cost the Ist Battalion 2nd Lieutenant A. B. Ward and 11 other 
ranks killed, 2 officers and 62 other ranks wounded, and 13 
other ranks missing. 

The 6th East Yorkshires (Pioneers) were still in the sector 
between Loos and the La Bassee Canal engaged in work on the 
defences or communications, and in infantry and recreational 
training when not called upon for pioneer duties. On the 3rd 
August, Lieut.-Colonel M. G. Cowper rejoined the Battalion. 
On the 25th August the Battalion moved to Marquay, the 11th 
Division having been transferred to the Arras front. 

The result of the Battle of Amiens had been to throw other 
sectors of the German line into a state of nervous activity. The 
‘‘ jumpiness ” of the enemy is clearly evident from the records, 
while the heavy harassing fire of our artillery, which grew in 
volume and gave him no rest, exacted heavy toll of his troops. 

This unrest was very marked in the sector held by the 31st 
Division east of the Forest of Nieppe early in August. The roth 
(Lieut.-Colonel E. H. Rigg) and 11th East Yorkshires (Lieut.- 
Colonel C. H. Gurney)* were both engaged during the early days 
of the month in raiding, sending out fighting patrols, and gradually 
pushing the line forward in pursuance of the “ nibbling” policy 
then in vogue. By the 19th, both Battalions had a line of posts 
established east of the Vieux Berquin road. On 24th, the g2nd 
Brigade moved back into Divisional Reserve. 

The “‘ peaceful penetration’ operations of the month had 
not been carried out without losses. ‘The roth Battalion had lost 
11 other ranks killed, 62 wounded and 20 missing, and the 11th 
Battalion 18 killed, 71 wounded and 2 missing. Casualties among 
officers were roth Battalion, 2nd Lieutenant W. Buttery killed, 
2nd Lieutenant A. F. W. Marshall wounded and prisoner, and 
three others wounded; 11th Battalion, znd Lieutenants A. S. 
Wright and Coates killed, and three others wounded. 


* Until 26th August, when Lieut.-Colonel Ferrand rejoined the Battalion and took 
over command. 
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THE SECOND BATTLES OF THE 
SOMME, 1918. 


THE BATTLE OF ALBERT, 1918. 


21st-23rd August.* 


The brilliant success of the Battle of Amiens was the prelude— 
along the British front—to the great series of battles which, at the 
end of three months, resulted in the utter defeat and complete 
surrender of the enemy to the terms of the Allies. 

Within the compass of a few words it is impossible to give 
anything more than a very brief outline of the Allied scheme of 
attack which followed the operations east of Amiens. ‘‘ It was,” 
the official despatches state, ‘‘ subsequently arranged that attacks 
would be pressed in a converging direction towards Meziéres by 
the French and American Armies, while at the same time the 
British Armies, attacking towards the line St. Quentin-Cambrai, 
would strike directly at the vital lateral communications running 
through Maubeuge to Hirson and Meziéres, by which alone the 
German forces on the Champagne front could be supplied and 
maintained. As a secondary result of the advance of the British 
Armies towards the all-important railway centres about Maubeuge, 
the group of German Armies in Flanders would find their com- 
munications threatened from the south, and any operations which 
might be possible for the Allies to undertake in that theatre at a 
later date would be powerfully assisted thereby. It was obviously of 
vital importance to the enemy to maintain intact his front opposite 
St. Quentin and Cambrai, and for this purpose he depended on 
the great fortified zone known as the Hindenburg Line.” 

The importance of the above quotation (so far as the British 
Army is concerned) must not be under-estimated : it means that 
the principal line of attack lay in front of the British Armies: that 
at the end of four long years of fighting, Mons, Maubeuge and Le 
Cateau were again to witness the coming of British troops striking 
at the enemy’s most vital positions. To the Fourth, Third and 
First British Armies (in that order from right to left, roughly from 
Amiens to Arras), with the First French Army on their right, 
belongs the honour of dealing the German Armies their death 

* It will be observed that the date as given by the Battles Nomenclature Committee 


should be extended, as both the ist and 7th Battalions East Yorkshires (as instances) 
were still fighting on 24th and following days. 
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blow. If anyone is inclined to doubt this statement, an examina- 
tion of a map will disclose the fact, while the number of prisoners 
and guns taken by the British Armies greatly outnumbered those 
captured by the French, Americans and Belgians—a significant 
point in itself.* 

In the Battle of Albert, 1918, which opened at 4.55 a.m. on 
21st August, the scheme comprised a limited attack north of the 
Ancre in order to gain the general line of the Albert—Arras railway. 
This accomplished, the 22nd was to be employed in getting troops 
and guns into position and to bring forward the left of the Fourth 
Army between the Somme and the Ancre. The principal attack 
was to be made on the 23rd August by the Third Army and 
three divisions of the Fourth Army which were north of the Somme, 
the remainder of the Fourth Army, south of the river, covering the 
flank of the main operations. The First Army was to join in later 
by attacking Orange Hill and Monchy, east of Arras, in an attempt 
to turn the western extremity of the Hindenburg Line, thus 
compelling the enemy to a further retreat. 

In the preliminary attack north of the Ancre, which took 
place on 21st August, the northern banks of the river, about 
Beaucourt, were cleared by the 21st Division. This operation 
was, however, carried out by the 62nd Brigade, the 64th Brigade 
being in support south of Beaumont Hamel while the attack 
was proceeding. 

The 1st East Yorkshires, having arrived at “Y” Ravine at 
6.1§ a.m. (the Brigade had been on the move since dawn), pushed 
on to the ridge east of Beaumont Hamel. Here they remained 
until the 62nd Brigade had captured Beaucourt, when the Battalion 
pushed out posts, and before dusk all companies advanced to the 
ridge just east of the Beaucourt—Puisieux road. 

During the night the East Yorkshires were ordered to advance 
at a very early hour on 22nd and secure bridgeheads over the 
Ancre south of Beaucourt. At 1.30 a.m. “B” and “D” Com- 
panies reported they were in position at the bridgeheads, but 
“A” and ‘“‘C” Companies were hung up by machine-gun fire 
and formed a defensive flank in rear of “B” and “D” 
facing north. By 9 a.m., however, the two Companies who had 
got across the river were driven back. 


* The captures between 18th July and 11th November, 1918, were : British—188,700 
prisoners, 2,840 guns; French—139,000 prisoners and 1,880 guns; Americans—43,300 
prisoners, 1,420 guns; Belgians—14,500 prisoners, 474 guns. 
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In the evening the enemy tried to recapture Beaucourt, and 
heavy attacks were made on the 62nd Brigade, but they were 
all beaten off. These attacks prevented the relief of the 62nd 
Brigade by the 64th. The 15th D.L.I., however, relieved the 
ist East Yorkshires, who, by 1.30 a.m. on 23rd, were distributed 
in Luminous Avenue, seven or eight hundred yards west of 
Beaucourt. Two officers (Captain W. Watson and 2nd Lieutenant 
I. Hutchinson) and 6 other ranks were killed on 22nd, and 
2 officers and 3 other ranks were wounded. 

Little of importance happened during the 23rd August, 
but during the late morning and afternoon there were various 
indications that the enemy intended retiring, and plans were 
formed in order to hasten him on his way. The 64th Brigade 
(supported by the 110th Brigade) was ordered to cross the Ancre 
just south-west of Beaucourt, form up on the southern 
bank and advance to the high ground south of Miraumont. 
This attack was to be carried out in conjunction with the 17th 
Division, which was on the right. Zero hour was to be 
11.30 p.m. 

The 1st East Yorkshires crossed the river at about 8 p.m. 
and formed up on the southern bank south of Beaucourt, facing 
east, with the gth K.O.Y.L.I. on their right and 15th D.L.I. 
in support. For the moment we will leave them thus formed up 
and turn to the 7th East Yorkshires, who also took part in this 
attack, being then west of Thiepval Ridge. 

The soth Brigade had relieved the 110th Brigade (21st Division), 
then holding the line of the Ancre north of Hamel, on the night 
of 22nd August. At midnight the 6th Dorsets began to cross 
the river, but they did not succeed in establishing themselves 
before daylight, and the roth West Yorkshires, who were to have 
crossed during the night 22nd—23rd, still remained west of the 
river with the 7th East Yorkshires, and not until §.30 p.m. on 
23rd were the West Yorkshires able to begin the crossing, 
completing the operation by 11.30 p.m. They were followed 
by the East Yorkshires who, by midnight, were across the river 
and in their assembly positions east of the Ancre. 

But what a crossing! The Ancre Valley was full of gas and 
the enemy’s artillery continually swept the river with shells. 
There were but two small crossings which only allowed the men 
to pass over in single file. Some men slipped into the water 
up to the waist and had to wade across. 
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The Dorsets and West Yorkshires formed the first-line unit, 
the 7th East Yorkshires in reserve, one company of the latter 
being pushed forward to protect the flank of the first-named 
Battalion as there was a gap between the soth Brigade and the 
right brigade of the 21st Division. 

At I a.m., on 24th, the barrage fell, and twenty minutes later 
the infantry attack began, the first phase of which had as its 
final objective the crest of the Thiepval Ridge. The roth West 
Yorkshires (on the right) got through to their objective on the 
ridge, but the Dorsets were held up by heavy fire from the Stuff 
Redoubt and reported they could not get on though, as a matter 
of fact, three platoons had reached their objective. 

The 7th East Yorkshires, who had been allotted the task of 
‘“ mopping-up ” the captured German positions, carried out their 
task, clearing out many machine-gun nests and taking guns and 
prisoners. When dawn came, however, the Battalion found 
itself in front of the Dorsets; the latter, having slightly lost 
direction, was still held up. At 4 a.m. orders were received for 
the advance to continue, with Le Transloy as the ultimate 
objective. The 7th East Yorkshires were to push through the 
Dorsets and, with the roth West Yorkshires on the right, continue 
the advance in the direction of Courcelette. 

The C.O. of the East Yorkshires, accompanied by Sergeant 
H. Jackson, V.C., set out from Battalion H.Q. to reorganise the 
Battalion and reconnoitre the line of advance, but, unfortunately, 
Jackson was killed by a machine-gun bullet. 

At 10.30 a.m.* the East Yorkshires, formed up on a four- 
company frontage, began their advance. A platoon from each 
company led as advanced guard with a Lewis gun in front. These 
advanced guards encountered several machine-gun nests, which 
were dealt with. No serious opposition was, however, met with 
and the advance was rapid. 

There is now, however, an entry in the Battalion Diary which 
must be quoted: ‘At 11 a.m. the heights of Mouquet Farm, of 
1916 fame, were stormed and captured.” How many of those 
two gallant working parties of the 6th Battalion—Pioneers—who 
“‘ downed tools ”’ and cleared Mouquet Farm on 26th September, 
1916, remained alive on 24th August, 1918? 

Mouquet Farm captured, a halt had to be made in order to 
gain touch on both flanks, but soon the advance was resumed 

* The Brigade Diary gives the time as 8.30 a.m. 
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and, although very heavy machine-gun fire swept the Battalion 
front, Poziéres was taken by 2.30 p.m. 

The first to enter the ruined village was the C.O. (Lieut.-Colonel 
East-King). With Major Marshall of the 79th Brigade, R.F.A., 
he had raced forward for the honour of being the first man in 
Poziéres—and had won. ‘The Divisional Artillery, however, 
unaware of the rapidity of the advance, were still shelling Poziéres 
and the ridge beyond, so that a further advance was impossible. 

The 7th East Yorkshires now occupied a line about three 
hundred yards east of Poziéres, astride the main Albert-Bapaume 
road. They had the roth West Yorkshires on their right and the 
Dorsets were 2,000 yards in rear of the West Yorkshiremen. 
The left flank of the East Yorkshires and the right of the Brigade 
were uncovered, and “‘ C”’ Company of the Battalion was, therefore, 
thrown back on the left, forming a flank facing Courcelette Valley. 

About 3.30 p.m. the Germans were seen massing for a counter- 
attack. Ten minutes later they advanced in mass formation. 
They were shot to pieces with Lewis-gun and rifle fire. At 
5.30 p.m. the enemy heavily shelled the Battalion and again 
advanced, not only frontally, but against the right flank, so that 
from the latter the Battalion was enfiladed by machine-gun fire. 
Moreover, our own guns were still shelling Poziéres. A short 
withdrawal to the ridge, two hundred yards west of Poziéres, 
which commanded the whole of the neighbourhood, was made. 
Here the line was organised for the night and the flanks 
protected. 

Throughout the 25th and 26th August the soth Brigade was 
in reserve, the 51st and §2nd continuing the pressure on the 
enemy. 

Meanwhile, the 1st Battalion, with other units of the 64th 
Brigade, had also made good progress. The 64th Brigade at 
11.30 p.m. on the night of 23rd, had begun to advance close on 
the heels of the barrage, from the forming-up line on the southern 
banks of the Ancre, just south of Beaucourt and facing east. 
The 9th K.O.Y.L.I. were on the right and the 1st East Yorkshires 
on the left. 

The advance was begun under heavy machine-gun fire, and 
“short shooting”? by our “ Heavies’ caused several casualties. 
In Battery Valley resistance was encountered, but after a sharp 
action the enemy was overcome and many prisoners, 2 guns and 
numbers of machine guns were taken. Grandcourt was ‘‘ mopped 
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up” anda line formed south of the village, where companies 
reorganised ready for the next bound forward. At 3.45 a.m., 
on 24th, the advance was continued, both Grandcourt and Boom 
Ravines being cleared after more sharp fighting. Hill 13, north 
of Courcelette, was the next objective, and during the course of 
the advance, Brigade H.Q. captured a German officer and 20 men. 
The hill was occupied at about §.30 a.m., but dawn was now 
breaking and despite gallant efforts, under heavy machine-gun 
fire, to reach the Miraumont East Road, the attackers were 
compelled to take shelter in shell holes. 

At 7.30 a.m. the enemy counter-attacked the partially- 
consolidated positions of the 64th Brigade, but he was repulsed 
with heavy losses. By midday he appeared to have withdrawn. 
Shortly after 1 p.m. reorganisation was again begun. A systematic 
‘‘ mopping up” of dug-outs yielded many more machine guns, 
T.Ms. and equipment, whilst numbers of Germans were found 
hiding in shell holes. About g p.m. the 64th Brigade was with- 
drawn to Boom Ravine for a short rest. 

From the night of 23rd to the night of 24th, the rst East 
Yorkshires had lost 2nd Lieutenants C. Ullyott, H. W. Nicholls 
and H. S. Torch, and 22 other ranks killed; 2nd Lieutenant W. 
Jackson and 43 other ranks wounded ; and 6 other ranks missing. 

Both the rst and 7th Battalions were in support during the 
advance on 25th August, the first-named Battalion with other 
units of the 64th Brigade, moving forward behind the 62nd Brigade, 
halting in a valley just west of Le Sars, which had been captured 
by the latter Brigade. The 7th Battalion similarly advanced in 
support of the 52nd Brigade, and at nightfall occupied shell holes 
and disused trenches west of Martinpuich. On 26th a general 
attack took place. 

The 17th Division was given Flers as its first objective, and 
if the attack was successful the advance was to be continued on 
Gueudecourt. The attack began at § a.m., but the soth Brigade 
was in support and, although progress was slow, at nightfall the 
§ist and 52nd Brigades had gained a north and south line between 
Eaucourt Abbaye and Flers. At g p.m. orders were received 
by the soth Brigade to pass through the leading brigades and 
carry on the attack during the night. The first objective of the 
Brigade was Flers and “* Factory Corner.” 

At I a.m., on 27th, all three Battalions of the Brigade attacked 
in line, West Yorkshires on the right, Dorsets in the centre, and 
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7th East Yorkshires on the left. The latter formed up in a valley 
about five hundred yards north-west of Seven Elms. 

The first obstacles met with by the East Yorkshires were 
enemy posts on the high ground south-east of Eaucourt: these 
were dealt with and the attacking troops pressed on, taking the 
Eaucourt—Gueudecourt road as their left flank. The advance 
of the whole Brigade line continued steadily. The West York- 
shires, though fiercely resisted, penetrated the southern end of 
Flers, some platoons reaching a sunken road 700 yards east of the 
village: the Dorsets advanced rapidly through the northern end 
of Flers, joining hands with the former Battalion east of the 
village. 

The 7th East Yorkshires, on the left, whose first objective was 
Factory Corner and a spur just north of Flers, met with desperate 
resistance at these positions, and only after stiff hand-to-hand 
fighting succeeded in gaining a sound footing: about forty 
Germans and several machine guns were captured here. Patrols 
were sent out immediately, but touch could not be obtained either 
on the right or left, and very soon the enemy began to work round 
both flanks, accompanied by a feint frontal attack. Outflanked, 
the Battalion had to withdraw. Captain Tonkin moved his 
company to the left and formed a defensive flank and, covered 
also by the Machine-gun Section attached to the Battalion, the 
East Yorkshires retired slowly to a position on the south-eastern 
side of the ridge west of Flers, which they succeeded in holding, 
despite repeated attacks. The Battalion clung all day to the 
ridge, and at nightfall the West Yorkshires and Dorsets, who had 
also been forced to withdraw earlier in the day from Flers, pushed 
forward posts, bringing their outposts into line with the East 
Yorkshires. On the 28th-zgth, the Brigade was relieved by the 
§1st Brigade and moved back to the valley between Martinpuich 
and Eaucourt l’Abbaye. 

The 64th Brigade had formed up for the attack very early on 
26th, the objective of the attack being the Ligny Thilloy—Flers 
road. The rsth D.L.I. and the 9th K.O.Y.L.I. were the attacking 
Battalions, the rst East Yorkshires, in support. The advance 
began, without a barrage, at 7 a.m., but on reaching the high 
ground west of Luisenhof Farm, hostile machine-gun fire was so 
heavy that cover had to be taken in shell holes. On resuming 
the advance, the East Yorkshires became involved in the front- 
line fighting and pushed on to within 150 yards of the objective. 


1918 General Situation on 30th August. 343 


Eventually the Battalion took up a position which was held until 
nightfall, though sniped vigorously and all the while under machine- 
gun fire. At 11 p.m., under orders, a withdrawal was made to 
support trenches east of the Butte de Warlencourt. Throughout 
the 27th the Battalion remained in this position, and just before 
midnight was withdrawn to a valley just west of Le Sars. 

The operations on 26th had cost the Battalion two officers 
(Captain A. H. Ewing and Lieutenant T. G. Allen) and nine other 
ranks killed ; 4 officers and 43 other ranks wounded ; and 13 other 
ranks missing. The fighting strength of the Battalion on 28th 
was 15 officers and 240 other ranks. 

When night of 30th August had fallen, the fronts of the Fourth 
and Third Armies, north of the Somme, ran from Clery-sur-Somme 
—western edge of Marriéres Wood—Combles—Les Boeufs—Bancourt-— 
Fremicourt and Vraucourt, thence to the western outskirts of 
Ecoust, Bullecourt, Hendecourt. As the official despatches 
stated: ‘‘ Any further advance would threaten the enemy’s line 
south of Péronne along the eastern bank of the Somme, to which 
our progress north of the river had already forced him to retreat.” 
Bapaume had fallen on 27th to the New Zealanders. 


THE SECOND BATTLE OF BAPAUME, 1918. 
31st August-3rd September. 


It is very evident from the official despatches that both on 
3oth and 31st August there was heavy fighting along the Fourth 
and Third Army fronts. The 1st and 7th East Yorkshires, how- 
ever (the 21st and 17th Divisions both belonged to the Third 
Army), were not engaged on either of those days. 

From the strength of the enemy’s resistance and increase in 
his artillery fire, it was becoming evident that the advancing 
British troops were approaching positions upon which the Germans 
were determined to make a stand. But the Allies had also deter- 
mined that the enemy should not be allowed to “run to earth ” 
again: he must be kept on the move. The attacks, which since 
the 21st August had been practically continuous, were therefore 
carried on against each fresh position taken up by the Germans. 

Mont St. Quentin had fallen to the Australians on 3oth-31st 
August, while on their left the IIIrd Corps of the Fourth Army 
and Vth Corps of the Third Army were advancing towards Le 
Transloy. 
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The soth Brigade of the 17th Division moved forward again 
on the night 3oth-31st August to positions north and north-east 
of Flers: the 7th East Yorkshires were astride the Gueudecourt- 
Le Sars road on a ridge west of Gueudecourt. The Vth Corps 
was to attack Le Transloy on the morning of 1st September, the 
52nd Brigade being the leading Brigade of the 17th Division and 
the soth Brigade in support. 

On the left of the 17th Division, the 11oth Brigade of the 
21st Division was attacking on the left of the §2nd Brigade, the 
64th Brigade being in support. Thus neither the Ist nor 7th 
East Yorkshires were engaged with the enemy on Ist September, 
though both Battalions came in for a good deal of shelling, the 
former losing 2nd Licutenants A. E. Edwards and R. A. Alcock 
killed, and Captain Wells wounded by a §-g shell which landed in 
his trench. 

The 52nd Brigade was unable to make much progress on 1st 
September, for Le Transloy was strongly held. The attack was 
to be renewed at § a.m. on 2nd, and the soth Brigade received 
orders to take up the following positions in close support during 
the night 1st-znd September: 7th East Yorkshires to relieve the 
roth Lancashire Fusiliers (52nd Brigade) in trenches north-west 
of Le Transloy: roth West Yorkshires and 6th Dorsets in rear 
of the East Yorkshires about half-way between Gueudecourt and 
Le Transloy. By 11 p.m. these moves were complete. 

The 21st Division was attacking on the left of the 17th Division, 
the objective of the 1st East Yorkshires being Lubda Copse, east 
of Beaulencourt. ‘The assembly line of the Battalion was just 
east of the latter village. This was taken up by 3.30 a.m., 2nd 
September. 

At 4.30 a.m. our barrage opened, to which the enemy replied 
vigorously, his barrage falling on and around trenches occupied 
by the three forward companies of the 7th East Yorkshires. The 
latter, however, advanced well up to time, and by a well-planned 
outflanking movement (for which Major Thomas, temporarily 
commanding, was responsible) Le Transloy was captured: over 
80 prisoners with 2 field guns, 14 heavy and 8 light machine 
guns were taken, at a loss to the Battalion of 12 casualties only. 

On the left of the 7th Battalion the 1st East Yorkshires pushed 
on and reached their objective, 1.¢., Lubda Copse, where they 
were in touch with the left of the 17th Division, both Battalions 
of the Regiment being close to one another. The Ist Battalion 


1918 A “ Most Unhealthy Spot.” 345 


had captured 60 prisoners, 7 field guns, 2 light minenwerfers, and 
8 light machine guns. Their casualties were 11 other ranks killed, 
31 wounded, and 33 missing. 

At § p.m. orders were received at 5oth Brigade H.Q. to attack 
Rocquigny at 8 p.m. This attack was carried out by the 7th East 
Yorkshires on the right and roth West Yorkshires on the left. 
Again success crowned their efforts, and by 10 p.m. the village was 
captured, the East Yorkshires taking 30 more prisoners. 

The 1st Battalion made no further attack during the 2nd 
September, and at 3 a.m. on the 3rd was withdrawn to a valley 
north of Gueudecourt. 

Just east of Rocquigny, and circling the western outskirts of 
the village, there were some old German trenches, and when 
dawn broke on 3rd September, “ A ” and “‘ D ” Companies of the 
7th East Yorkshires held the former, and ‘‘C” and “ B” Com- 
panies the latter. At about 11.40 a.m., just as Colonel East-King 
was establishing Battalion H.Q. in the north-west portion of the 
village, orders were received from Brigade H.Q. to follow up the 
enemy in “ bounds.” After a hurried conference with his company 
commanders, the C.O. led the “ point ” of the Battalion, followed 
by four orderlies and signallers. These moved off down the 
Rocquigny—Equancourt road, followed by ‘‘ A” and “ D” Com- 
panies in “ Artillery Formation,” with “‘C” in rear of “A” 
and “*B” in rear of “D.” The first “‘ bound,” 1.¢., the ridge 
south of Bus, was reached at 1 p.m. ‘Ten minutes later, the 
advance began to the second “ bound,” 1.¢., a line from Little 
Wood, south of Ypres, to the Beet Factory on the Rocquigny- 
Equancourt road: beyond lay the Canal du Nord. 

The second ‘‘ bound ” had been practically gained when the 
advance was held up by violent machine-gun fire from a small 
copse south of Vallulart Wood. A stream of bullets swept the 
road and the crest of the ridge in rear, and the East Yorkshiremen 
had to take cover. A ficld gun was brought up at a gallop and, 
firing over open sights, cleared the enemy from the copse. The 
C.O. had established his H.Q. in a small crater on the road, with 
the R.A.P. close at hand. No sooner had the hostile machine guns 
been cleared out of the copse than Battalion H.Q. and the 
R.A.P. and neighbourhood became a “most unhealthy spot.” 
The enemy’s artillery subjected the whole area to a terrible 
gruelling. The field gun, which had been brought up and was 
about forty yards away from the crater which sheltered the 
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C.O., seemed to have a charmed life, for the German gunners 
had splendid observation yet failed to knock it out. Two patrols, 
under Lieutenants Veator and Macdonald, were then pushed 
forward to see if it were possible to force a crossing over the 
canal. Lieutenant Macdonald was wounded in the face. There 
were two bridges in front of the Battalion, the southern one 
being destroyed and the northern one damaged. Both sides 
of the canal were defended by machine guns and snipers, and 
it was obviously impossible to force a crossing in daylight. Another 
patrol was then pushed on towards the northern bridge. Mean- 
while the Battalion took what cover there was. 

The patrols remained out all night—a night of misery, for, 
in addition to heavy shell fire—poison gas and shrapnel—it was 
bitterly cold. | 

When dawn broke on 4th, the 7th Battalion was still in the 
same position as on the previous afternoon. The C.O. had, 
however, prepared plans to force a crossing over the northern 
bridge over the canal, and as the Brigadier approved, they 
were put into action. At 1o a.m. “D” Company (Captain 
Tonkin) pushed forward a platoon which rushed the crossing 
and, taking cover, kept up a covering fire under which the three 
remaining platoons got across. The three remaining companies 
were then pushed on in the same manner and by 11.40 a.m. the 
whole Battalion was east of the canal. Mouettes Trench was, 
however, very strongly held by the enemy and sectional rushes 
made no advance, all being beaten back. The guns were asked to 
shell the trench, but for the time being all that could be done was 
to hold a line about four hundred yards east of the canal. Touch 
on the left was maintained with the roth West Yorkshires, but 
the right Company of East Yorkshires had practically to push back 
to the line of the canal as the 38th Division, on the right of the 
17th, had only succeeded in getting a few men across. In the 
evening a party of about 50 Germans attempted to counter-attack, 
but they were speedily beaten back with Lewis-gun fire. 

At 11.25 p.m. orders were received that the Battalion was 
to be withdrawn to the neighbourhood of Rocquigny, with the 
exception of “ C”? Company which was to push out an outpost 
line in order to assist the 51st Brigade in an attack on Mouettes 
Trench on the morning of 5th September. 

The attack by the 51st Brigade on the following morning 
was only partially successful, and “‘C” Company had to remain 
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in the line until 4 p.m. when, utterly tired out, they were with- 
drawn to the other companies, then in the old trenches just 
east of Rocquigny. 

The 7th Battalion was congratulated by the Brigadier on its 
fine performance in crossing the canal. Indeed, the whole advance 
had reflected the greatest credit on the East Yorkshiremen. 

In these operations 3 officers were killed* ; 1 died of woundst ; 
and 3 more wounded; whilst in other ranks the losses were 
9 killed, 88 wounded and 6 missing. 


* 2nd Lieut. G. Addey, not previously mentioned. 
t 2nd Lieut. F. Lindley. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


The Advance to Victory, 1918. 


II. The Breaking of the Hindenburg Line. 


THE SECOND BATTLE OF ARRAS, 1918. 
26th August-3rd September. 


N the two Battles, known officially as the Battles of Arras, 

1918, 1.¢., the Battle of the Scarpe, 1918 (26th-3oth August), 

and the Battle of the Droucourt-Queant Line (2nd-3rd 

September), the 6th East Yorkshires (Pioneers) were in the 

area of both operations, and are therefore entitled to those 

battle honours. 

In the first of these operations, which consisted of a drive east 
of Arras by the First British Army, the 11th Division did not 
come into the line until the 2gth August, the 6th East Yorkshiires 
moving to Blangy by bus on that date and arriving at 4.30 p.m. 
The first Battle was over when the Battalion made another move 
forward, on this occasion to the Feuchy area, where the Pioneers 
were at once set to work repairing the Feuchy—Pelves road. 

During the second Battle, begun on the 2nd Scptember, the 
only information available is the following brief entry in the 
Battalion Diary: ‘‘ Companies continued on same work, one 
platoon being left in camp to improve accommodation, etc. 
Weather dull.” And on the 3rd there are no more details. But 
every one who served in France and Flanders during those tense 
weeks knows how splendidly the Sappers and Pioneers worked, for 
on their efforts depended the rapid advance of the transport and 
guns and supply wagons, as the enemy wherever possible had blown 
up or damaged the roads. Their part, therefore, in the operations, 
though unrecorded, was very real, and most gallantly did they 
perform their duties. 
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THE BATTLES OF 


THE HINDENBURG LINE. 
12th September-gth October. 


THE BATTLE OF HAVRINCOURT. 
12th September. 


The storming of the Droucourt—Queant Line on the 2nd and 
3rd September had thrown the enemy into a precipitate retreat 
on the whole front south of it. During the night of 2nd—3rd 
he fell back rapidly on the whole front of the Third Army and 
the right of the First Army. When darkness had fallen on the 
3rd he had taken up positions along the general line of the Canal 
du Nord from Péronne to Ytres, thence east of Hermies, Inchy, 
and Ecourt St. Quentin to the Sensee, east of Lecluse. On the 
4th he began to withdraw also from the eastern bank of the Somme, 
south of Péronne, and by the night of 8th September was holding 
the general line Vermand, Epehy, Havrincourt, thence along the 
eastern bank of the Canal du Nord. 

North of Havrincourt the Canal was strongly defended, while 
from the neighbourhood of the village southwards the enemy's 
main line of resistance—the well-known Hindenburg Line—after 
passing through Havrincourt itself, ran south-east across the 
Beaucamp, La Vacquerie and Bonavis Ridges to the Scheldt 
Canal at Bantouzelle, whence it followed the line of the Canal 
to St. Quentin. In front of Havrincourt and Epehy the enemy 
held formidable positions which had to be taken before the 
Hindenburg Line could be assaulted. 

It is not, however, with the actual Battle of Havrincourt that 
this narrative deals, but with the advance in the early days of 
September to the positions required before that operation could 
take place, an advance in which both the 1st and 7th East York- 
shires took active part, though they were not in action on rath 
September. 

The 1st East Yorkshires remained in the valley near Gueude- 
court until §th September, but on that date marched to Sailly- 
Saillisel, on 6th to positions north of Fins, and on 7th to Sorel-le- 
Grand, where they were in Brigade Reserve, the 64th Brigade 
having relieved the 62nd in the front line. On 8th September the 
Brigade was ordered to attack Chapel Hill and Lowland Ridge at 
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4 a.m. on goth. The attacking Battalions were the 15th D.L.I. 
and oth K.O.Y.L.I., right and left respectively: the 1st East 
Yorkshires were to remain in reserve. The first attack was 
successful, Genin Well Copse No. 2 and Lowland Support Trench 
being captured: in the second attack Chapel Hill and Lowland 
Trench were taken, but in the second of two counter-attacks a 
withdrawal had to be made to the line of Lowland Support. 

At 9 p.m., on gth, the East Yorkshires, having received orders 
to renew the attack on Chapel Hill in the early hours of roth, 
moved forward to a sunken road crossing the Fins Ridge, north 
and south. From this position companies again moved forward 
to the forming-up line, 7.¢., Lowland and Cavalry Support 
Trenches. But, owing to the intense darkness, they were unable 
to get into the exact position, and were thus late in following 
the barrage which fell at zero hour—5.15 a.m. The attack then 
moved in a northerly direction instead of north-east. The attack 
was a failure, and later the Battalion was withdrawn to a sunken 
road running north-east-from Heudicourt. 

In this affair the Battalion lost Lieutenant C. Spragg and 
§ other ranks killed, 2 officers and 36 other ranks wounded, and 
4 officers and 138 other ranks missing. At night the Battalion 
withdrew to a sunken road south-west of Sorel-le-Grand, there to 
reorganise. On the 11th the East Yorkshires rested and remained 
in the same position during the Battle of Havrincourt on 12th 
September. 

In the meantime, the 52nd Brigade of the 17th Division, 
immediately on the left of the 21st Division, had attacked and 
captured Lowland Support, Heather Support and African 
Support, but had been unable to gain the second line. The soth 
Brigade, 7th East Yorkshires on the right and roth West Yorkshires 
on the left, was therefore ordered to attack Heather Trench and 
African Trench at 4.30 a.m. on roth. 

The forming-up line allotted to the 7th Battalion was along a 
disused trench line running north and south about 800 yards 
north of Genin Well Copse No. 1. But heavy rain was falling, 
and in the inky darkness the guides, who were to lead the attacking 
battalions to the forming-up line (where the latter were first to 
relieve other troops), lost their way, and the consequence was 
that at zero hour only six platoons were available for the attack, 
the others being lost. Eventually they were found, but it was 
much too late to attack, and at nightfall the 7th East Yorkshires 
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received orders to consolidate their position. At night, on 11th, 
the 5oth Brigade was relieved and marched back to Rocquigny. 
Casualties suffered by the Battalion were: officers—1 died of 
wounds,®* 1 wounded ; other ranks—4 killed, 11 wounded. 


THE BATTLE OF EPEHY. 
18th September. 


The bitterness of failure experienced by the Ist and 7th 
Battalions in the foregoing operations was more than counter- 
balanced by the brilliant success of the operations of 18th 
September. 

In the Battle of Havrincourt on 12th September, the village, 
as well as Trescault and other important positions, had been 
captured, and by the evening of 17th, on the right of the British 
front, the Australians had pushed forward, capturing Holnon 
Village and Wood and Maissemy. 

The Battle of Epehy opened at 7 a.m.’on 18th, the Fourth and 
Third Armies attacking on a front of about 17 miles from Holnon 
to Gouzeaucourt. In this attack the 21st and 17th Divisions were 
both engaged, the Ist and 7th East Yorkshires being amongst the 
attacking battalions of their Brigades. 

Of the 21st Division, the 62nd Brigade was to attack the first 
and second objectives (Brown and Green Lines), and the rroth 
on the right, and 64th on the left, were to pass through the 62nd 
and capture the final objective—the Red Line. 

The 1st East Yorkshires were the right attacking battalion of 
the 64th Brigade, and the 9th K.O.Y.L.I. the left. The former 
formed up for the attack on a north and south line south of Genin 
Well Copse No. 2. 

Zero hour was §.20 a.m. 

The 62nd Brigade captured their objective, and immediately 
the rroth and 64th Brigades moved forward and passed through 
them. 

The line of Meunier Trench, the objective allotted to the 
East Yorkshires and K.O.Y.L.I., was quickly taken, and the attack 
passed on, securing also Meunier Support. Approximately 400 
prisoners were captured, a German battalion commander and his 
adjutant were killed, and their complete orderly room correspon- 
dence taken and sent back toBrigadeH.Q. Numerous machine guns, 

* and Lieutenant H. H. Robertson. 
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five gun limbers complete with their personnel, two 4°2 howitzers, 
two 5°9 howitzers and one 77-mm. gun, ammunition wagons and 
24 horses, were among the captures. The 1st East Yorkshires 
however, lost 2 officers killed,* 3 wounded and 1 missing, and in 
other ranks the casualties were 11 killed, 68 wounded, and 38 
missing. ‘The Battalion held the line captured until the night 
of 19th September, and on relief marched back to Equancourt to 
rest in tents and bivouacs. 

The attack by the 17th Division was made similarly by all 
three Brigades: the §2nd was to capture the first objective 
(Lowland and Cavalry Trenches), the 5oth the second objective 
(the sunken road running due south from Gouzeaucourt, west of 
and parallel with the railway), the §1st the third objective (Somme 
Alley and Lancashire Trench to the southern outskirts of Villers 
Guislain). 

The soth Brigade was to attack with all three Battalions in 
the front line, 1.¢., 6th Dorsets, roth West Yorkshires, and 7th 
East Yorkshires from right to left. 

The 7th Battalion (temporarily commanded by Major W. E. 
Thomas) spent a miserable night in its forming-up line, which 
ran across the Fins Ridge. Heavy rain fell, the night was dark, 
and hostile gas shelling was considerable. But at 5.20 a.m., on 
18th, the 52nd Brigade went forward and quickly captured the 
first objective. The three Battalions of the 5oth Brigade followed, 
and by 7 a.m. had captured the objectives allotted to them. 

The East Yorkshires reached their objective without suffering 
heavy loss, but when they had gained it the enemy opened heavy 
shell fire on their position, and casualties became severe, and in 
order to minimise loss the Battalion retired for the time being 
to its original jumping-off line, the third objective being in the 
meantime captured by the 51st Brigade. 

No less than 280 prisoners, 20 machine guns, and an antt- 
tank rifle were captured by the East Yorkshiremen. Their losses, 
however, were Lieutenant H. E. Aust and 2nd Lieutenant G. B. 
Nillson killed, 7 officers wounded, including Major L. Gale 
and Captain G. Wilkinson; casualties in other ranks were not 
stated. 

The position of the Battalion (which had again moved forward, 
in the sunken road south of Gouzeaucourt (part of the line of the 
second objective) was far from comfortable: the enemy’s snipers 

* Killed: 2nd Lieut. G. A. Webster and 2nd Lieut. J. G. Butt. 
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in the village were exceedingly active, losses were heavy, and 
movement throughout the day became impossible. 

When dawn broke on 19th September, the position of the 
soth Brigade was as follows: the Dorsets held Quentin Redoubt 
(two Companies who were, however, isolated, as communication 
by day was impossible), Lancashire Trench, and Somme Alley: 
the West Yorkshires were in trenches west and south-west of 
Gauche Wood; East Yorkshires west of Gauche Wood and south 
of Gouzeaucourt. 

During the morning the East Yorkshiremen, under order, 
established a platoon post on the railway near Quentin Redoubt ; 
this was done by 12 noon. Shell fire and counter-attacks (all of 
which were repulsed) were frequent throughout the day, but at 
nightfall the situation remained much the same. The 2oth* 
and 21st both witnessed violent attacks by the enemy with fammen- 
werfer and phosphorous bombs after particularly heavy bombard- 
ments, but all were again repulsed. On the night of 21st the 
5oth Brigade was relieved by the §1st and, moving back to Heather 
Trench Support, became Divisional Reserve. The soth Brigade, 
however, moved forward to the same sector for two days from 
the 23rd to 25th September, but on the latter date the 17th 
Division was relieved and moved back to the Le Mesnil—Rocquigny 
area, the 7th East Yorkshires billeting on the outskirts of the 
former village. 

Thus ended the Battle of Epehy, during which the enemy’s 
line to a depth of three miles had been penetrated and the necessary 
positions obtained from which to attack the main Hindenburg 
Line defences. Nearly 12,000 Germans and too guns had been 
captured, and 15 British had defeated 20 German divisions. 


THE BATTLES OF THE CANAL DU NORD 
AND ST. QUENTIN CANAL. 


27th September—5th October.t 


From a purely Regimental point of view, the narratives of 
the great battle which opened on 27th September against the 


* Captain Varley was wounded on the 2oth. 

t Though obviously one battle, the Report of the Battles Nomenclature Committee 
divides the operations thus: ‘‘ The Battle of the Canal du Nord, 27th September- 
1st October,” “ The Battle of the St. Quentin Canal, 29th September—znd October,” 
and * The Battle of Beaurevoir, 3rd-5th October.’”?’ The two former battle honours 
were granted to the East Yorkshire Regiment. 
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last remaining sectors of the Hindenburg Line, contain no mention 
of actual fighting by Battalions of the East Yorkshire Regiment. 
But the period is too vitally important to pass over without a 
brief outline of the dramatic situation when the operations began 
and of the far-reaching importance of the results. To ignore 
these is not only to deprive the reader of the true course of events, 
but to create in the mind an unsatisfied longing to know why 
these operations took place and the part Pa in them by the 
East Yorkshire Regiment. 

Simultaneously with the opening of the Battles of Havrin- 
court and Epehy (on I2th and 18th September) the French and 
Americans had attacked and driven the Germans from the 
St. Mihiel Salient, inflicting heavy losses upon them. The 
Allies thereupon decided that as soon as possible after these 
successful attacks four converging and simultaneous offensives 
shoulc: be launched: by the Americans west of the Meuse and in 
the direction of Méziéres; by the French west of the Argonne, in 
close co-operation with the American attack and with the same 
objectives ; by the British on the Quentin-Cambrai front in the 
general direction of Maubeuge; and by the Belgians and Allied 
forces in Flanders in the direction of Ghent. 

The supreme importance to the enemy of his defences on the 
St. Quentin-Cambrai front is shown by the massing of German 
divisions opposite the left of the First French Army and along the 
fronts of the Fourth, Third and First British Armies (from right 
to left), the French being on our right. The thrust towards 
Maubeuge not only endangered the enemy’s lateral communica- 
tions, but struck also at the northern hinge of his successive defence 
systems. It is obvious, therefore, that the enemy would make 
desperate efforts to defeat this attack upon his most vital spot. 
Also, it is impossible to come to any other conclusion than this: 
that the British offensive, which opened on the morning of 27th 
September was the most important of the simultaneous attacks 
launched on that date. Indeed, Sir Douglas Haig said in his 
despatches: ‘I was convinced that the British attack was the 
essential part of the general scheme.” 

There yet remained in the enemy’s hands before the resumption 
of the offensive, a considerable portion of the powerfully-defended 
Hindenburg Line running from south of La Fere west of St. Quentin, 
to opposite Moeuvres, but before he could settle down again to 
trench warfare he was to be attacked and driven from his defences. 
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First British Armies (in the order named) occupied a line running 
from the village of Salency (west of St. Quentin) to Gricourt and 
Pontruet, thence east of Villeret and Lempire to Villers Guislain 
and just west of Gouzeaucourt. North of the latter village the 
line ran along the eastern outskirts of Havrincourt and Moeuvres 
and along the western bank of the Canal du Nord to the floods 
of the Sensee River at Ecourt St. Quentin. 

At §.20a.m., on 27th September, the Third and First Armies 
and Canadian Corps attacked the enemy in the direction of Cambrai, 
on a front of about 13 miles from Gouzeaucourt to the neighbour- 
hood of Sauchy Lestree, and by the end of the day the general 
line, Beaucamp-Ribecourt—Fontaine-Notre Dame—east of Hayne- 
court-Epinoy—Oisy-le-Verger, had been reached and_ 10,000 
prisoners and 200 guns taken. On 28th, Gouzeaucourt, Marcoing, 
Noyelles-sur-L’Escaut, Fontaine Notre Dame, Sailly and Palluel 
were taken. 

29TH Sept. On zgth, the Fourth Army, with two Corps of the Third Army 
on its left, attacked and broke into the Hindenburg Line and 
crossed the St. Quentin Canal from just north of Le Tronquoy 
to north of Bellicourt. 

ist, 61H anv It is not, however, with the rst East Yorkshires that the 

7mm Bws. narrative deals, for that Battalion was in reserve until the 5th 
October, nor with the 7th, who were similarly out of the front 
line throughout the remainder of September and the early days 
of the following month, but with the 6th Battalion. After the 
Canadians, of the First Army, on the morning of 27th September, 
had seized Sains-lez-Marquion and Haynecourt, the 11th Division 
passed through, capturing Epinoy and Oisy-le-Verger. 

6TH BN. The 6th Battalion had marched to the Drocourt—Queant 

26TH Serr. Switch, west of Cagnicourt, on the night of 26th. In heavy rain 
No. 3 Company and one platoon of No. 2 went forward to clear 
the Arras-Cambrai road as far as the outpost line near the Canal 
du Nord, and before Zero on the following morning the Pioneers 
had made the road fit for two-way traffic. The next morning, 
while the Canadians were attacking Sains-lez-Marquion, the 
Battalion waited in readiness to go forward and begin work on the 
crossings over the Canal du Nord as soon as they had been won. 

At 7 a.m. No. 1 Company was sent up for work under the 
R.E., two platoons were attached to 67th Field Company and 
two to 86th Field Company. They got to work rapidly, and 


1918 Fine Work by the Pioneers. 357 


when night fell one girder bridge for all traffic, one trestle bridge 
for horse traffic, a pontoon bridge to carry 18-pdr. field artillery, 
and another pontoon bridge for all traffic had been thrown across 
the Canal. 

Another half-company of the Battalion was detached to the 
68th Field Company, R.E., and worked hard, first in constructing 
three bridges across the canal and then in clearing the Arras— 
Cambrai road through Marquion, making it fit for two-way traffic 
for at least two miles east of the village: they arrived back in 
camp at 9.30 p.m. 

A platoon (Company not given) left camp at 4.30 a.m. and 
reported to 58th Field Company, R.E. They were set to work 
on making the roads and tracks passable for field guns, in cutting 
gaps in the wire and filling in trenches in order to enable the 
infantry to move forward through Marquion and Sauchy-Lestree, 
Their duties performed, they assisted in loading and unloading 
ammunition limbers. ‘They were back in camp at 9.30 p.m. 

Another platoon, leaving camp at the same time (4.30 a.m.), 
reported to the 59th Field Company, R.E., and then reconnoitred 
the Inchy crossing over the Canal du Nord and the road east. 
They then assisted the artillery to limber up, moved forward with 
the guns, unloaded shells, and dug gun pits. 


No. 3 Company did not leave the Drocourt—Queant line until © 


1.30 p.m. and then, moving forward through Marquion, set to 
work on the Marquion—Sauchy road, which they made passable for 
two-way lorry traffic before they returned to their camp at 
9.30 p.m. 

Thus it will be seen that the work of the Pioneers during those 
dramatic days of the Great Advance to Victory was of a strenuous 
and constant nature. The call for their assistance was insistent, 
and they answered that call with a devotion to duty of which it 
is impossible to write too highly. 

As the advance proceeded so the Pioneers went forward with 
their division. Rest they had at times, but it was all too short— 
their services were too much in demand to allow of prolonged 
periods out of the line. 

There was a thrill of excitement in the Battalion on 2nd October 
when the Pioneers were ordered at 4 p.m. to move forward and 
support the 34th Infantry Brigade (11th Division). It was like 
old times again when No. 1 Company occupied trenches 400 yards 
east of Epinoy and No. 2 Company posts 200 yards north of 
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Epinoy. These two Companies held the main line of resistance 
running from Epinoy northwards, and on the western side of the 
Aubencheul-Cambrai road. No. 3 Company was in reserve in 
the sunken road 1,000 yards east of Epinoy. The Battalion 
remained in support of 34th Brigade until 6th October, when 
they were relieved and moved back, to become Pioneers once 
more. 

Further south, neither the Ist nor 7th East Yorkshires were 
engaged in the operations between the 27th September and 
znd October. The former were between Gauche Wood and 
Gouzeaucourt, and the latter in Corps Reserve with other units 
of the Soth Brigade, 17th Division, in the Le Mesnil-Rocquigny 


area. 


THE BATTLE OF CAMBRAI, 1918. 
8th-9th October. 


In nine days of great and critical fighting (from 27th September 
to §th October) the Hindenburg Line had been broken—finally ; 
the enemy’s defence in the last and strongest of his prepared 
positions had been shattered. The threat to his communications 
was now direct and insistent, for between the British line of 
advance and Maubeuge lay only the natural obstacles of a well- 
wooded and well-watered country: rear trench systems just 
behind the Hindenburg Line had already been pierced in several 
places. Ina little over a week of hard fighting 36,000 prisoners 
and 380 guns had been taken, and 30 British and 2 American 
divisions had utterly defeated 39 German divisions. 

The second and concluding phase of the British offensive was 
now about to begin. The Fourth and Third Armies, and the 
right of the First Army, were to advance with their left flank on 
the canal line from Cambrai to Mons, their right covered by the 
First French Army. 

In the Battle of Cambrai, which began on 8th October, the 
Third Army attacked at 4.30 a.m. and the Fourth at §.30 a.m. 
on a front of over 17 miles from Sequehart to south of Cambrai. 
The French attacked on the right of the Fourth Army to just north 
of St. Quentin, while farther south still French and American 
troops made important progress east of the Meuse and in 
Champagne. 
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Division, which at Zero hour on 8th October, occupied a portion 
of the Nauroy—Le Catelet line east of Bantouzelle. Behind the 
21st Division was the 17th Division, the réle of the latter: to be 
ready to pass through the 21st and pursue the enemy. 

The 64th Brigade had moved forward on the morning of 
§th October and, passing through the rroth Brigade which had 
occupied the Hindenburg Main and Support Lines, crossed the 
Canal at Banteux to the Nauroy—Le Catelet Line. At dawn on 
6th, the rth D.L.I., on the right, and rst East Yorkshires, on 
the left, pushed forward towards the Beaurevoir line, but were 
held up by machine-gun fire. The line then taken up by the 
64th Brigade ran from Bonne Enfance Farm south-east to 
Montecouvez Farm, thence along the sunken road to the Beaure- 
voir line, on the fringe of which two posts had been established 
by the Durhams. 

The 1st East Yorkshires held Bonne Enfance Farm and the 
sunken road thence with a company in Red Copse and patrols 
pushed out to prevent the enemy entering Montecouvez Farm. 
At nightfall the Battalion extended its line eastwards and north- 
east of Bonne Enfance Farm. 

The operations of the 6th cost the East Yorkshires, 3 officers 
wounded (2nd Lieutenants Jackson, Evenen and Elliott), 5 other 
ranks killed, §7 wounded, 27 missing and 3 shell-shock. 

On the morning of 7th the strength of the Battalion was 
17 officers and 383 other ranks. On this date also operation orders 
for the Battle on the 8th were issued. When the barrage fell at 
5.45 a.m., on 8th, “ A’? Company was to “ mop up ” the area east 
and south-east of Red Copse and, after the rroth Brigade had 
captured its objective, join the Battalion in the sunken road 
between Bonne Enfance Farm and Montecouvez Farm. “D” 
Company relieved “ B” Company holding Red Copse. “B” 
and “‘ C ” Companies at 10 p.m. were to move out of the Le Catelet- 
Nauroy line and take up assembly positions on the sunken road 
running due south from the south-western corner of Montecouvez 
Farm, and to be under the orders of the 62nd Brigade. These 
orders are somewhat difficult to understand for at §.30 a.m. on 
the morning of 8th “A” and ‘“*D” Companies moved forward 
with the attack, ““B” and “C” remaining in Brigade Reserve. 
At 7.15 a.m. (no record exists of what happened during the inter- 
vening period) “A” and “‘D” were ordered to concentrate in 
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the Masnieres—Beaurevoir Line, due east of Montecouvez Farm: 
presumably the Beaurevoir line had been captured by that time. 
At 1 p.m. the East Yorkshires were ordered to proceed to Haut 
Farm, where the Battalion was attached to the 62nd Brigade in 
support of the Northumberland Fusiliers who were attacking 
Walincourt and the high ground north of the village. 

The next entry in the Diary of the 1st Battalion stated that at 
6 p.m. “ barrage commences, Battalion moves forward to attack,” 
but that is all until at 3.10 a.m., on the 9th, when there is an entry 
giving the disposition of companies at that time: ‘‘ Two com- 
panies in Walincourt on southern edge of Gard Wood, two com- 
panies in support.” The Brigade Diary states, however, that at 
6 p.m., on 8th, “ 1st East Yorkshire Regiment acting under orders 
of, and in conjunction with, 62nd Infantry Brigade, attacked and 
captured Walincourt.” 

But who can blame an Adjutant for keeping only a brief diary 
during these strenuous and stirring times? They were written 
under great stress, amidst great excitement and in the midst of a 
situation for ever changing. The enemy was on the run and 
that was all which really mattered. At § a.m., on gth, the 
1st East Yorkshires occupied the sunken road on the western 
outskirts of ,Walincourt, and there they reorganised. That 
night, Battalion H.Q. moved into billets in the village, companies 
remaining in the sunken road.* 

The 7th East Yorkshires had little of the excitement of the 
Battle. On the §th the Soth Brigade, 17th Division, had moved 
forward to trenches west of Gouzeaucourt, behind the 21st Divi- 
sion, which was holding the front line. On the 8th the Brigade 
crossed the Canal, the East Yorkshiremen taking up positions in 
the Hindenburg Support Line south-east of Bantouzelle. At 
8.40 a.m., on gth, the Battalion was ordered to move to the 
northern edge of Walincourt Wood: having arrived at this posi- 
tion (which took one and a-half hours) a move was then ordered 
to the high ground north of Walincourt. This was followed by 
another move at 2.50 p.m., to the north-west portion of the 
village of Selvigny and, finally, to crown an extremely heavy day 
of marching, the East Yorkshiremen marched to Caullery. 

The 6th East Yorkshires (Pioneers) were in training when the 
Battle of Cambrai began on 8th October: on the gth No. 1 


* Casualties up to 12 noon on 8th are recorded as 31 other ranks killed or wounded. 
A draft of 6 officers and 120 other ranks joined the Battalion on roth October. 
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Company moved to Hayencourt, and on the roth Battalion H.Q., 
with Nos. 2 and 3 Companies, bivouacked between Sancourt and 
Blecourt en route for Cuvillers. 

As a result of the Battle of Cambrai the enemy’s resistance 
temporarily collapsed. Disorganised, his infantry were in a rapid 
retreat, the roads converging towards Le Cateau being blocked 
with troops and transport. Several thousands more prisoners and 
many guns fell into our hands. 

* * * * 

The pursuit of the enemy hurrying back towards the Selle 
River was begun on the morning of roth October—that dramatic 
advance in which the British infantry in many parts of the line 
began to pass over the old battle-fields of August, 1914. 

On the morning of the roth the 1st East Yorkshires moved into 
billets in Walincourt, where they remained until the rgth October : 
they, therefore, took no part in the pursuit of the enemy to the 
Selle, for the 17th Division had now passed through the alist, 
the latter resting after its strenuous advance. The 7th Battalion, 
however, both on the roth and 11th, saw hard fighting. 

The §1st Brigade of the 17th Division had reached and captured 
Montigny by the night of gth, and orders had been issued to the 
50th Brigade to pass through the former and attack the village of 
Neuvilly on the morning of roth and, if possible, drive the enemy 
from his strongly situated positions on the Selle. 

Just before midnight on gth, the 7th East Yorkshires received 
orders to move from Caullery at 4.15 a.m., on roth to assembly 
positions just west of Montigny. They were to follow the West 
Yorkshires and Dorsets at a distance of 1,000 yards and pass 
through the 51st Brigade. It was 5.20 a.m. before the Battalion 
was able to move. No opposition was met with until the Battalion 
reached the neighbourhood of Inchy, where a heavy barrage was 
falling; the East Yorkshiremen, however, passed through this 
suffering only a few casualties. Though harassed continually by 
the enemy’s artillery, the advance continued until positions were 
reached from 600 to 1,000 yards south-west of Neuvilly, where 
there were two ravines, one on either side of the Inchy—Neuvilly 
road. Here the East Yorkshires passed through the West York- 
shires and Dorsets and took up position for the attack on Neuvilly, 
which had been ordered to take place at § p.m. 

The records of the attack on Neuvilly are confusing. The 
Diary of the 7th East Yorkshires states that “‘C’ and ‘D’ 
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Companies were ordered to attack on left, ‘A’ and ‘ B’ on right 
of village, one platoon of ‘ A’ to mop up village.” 

It was evident that Neuvilly and the line of the Selle was held 
in strength by the enemy, for during the afternoon shell-fire was 
heavy and machine-gun fire from houses on the outskirts of the 
village. The enemy had blown up all bridges over the river and 
orchards and hedges had been strongly wired. ‘The river had 
also been dammed, and south of the village the water was 7 feet 
deep and in some places 20 feet wide. 

At 5 p.m. the divisional barrage fell and the advance began. 
The enemy’s reply was heavy, and the line of the river and ground 
in front of the village was swept by a curtain of shell fire. But 
“C” and “D” Companies of the East Yorkshires, attacking 
north of the village, succeeded in crossing the Selle, partly by 
felled trees and partly by swimming and wading, and pushed on 
as far as the road on the further side of the river, where they came 
under heavy machine-gun fire. After deploying along the road, 
shouts of ‘“* Kamerad ” were heard coming from a trench about 
200 yards in front. The order to “ charge” was given and the 
trench was captured. No prisoners were taken and many casualties 
inflicted on the enemy. Three machine guns were also captured. 
The two Companies then continued their advance to the railway ; 
heavy fire was again encountered, and was again beaten down and 
the enemy’s position on the line rushed, “‘ C ” Company “‘ mopping 
up” the railway and taking six prisoners. “D” Compsny, 
pushing on, established a line 100 yards north-east of the road 
east of the railway line, throwing back its left flank. A patrol, 
sent out to gain touch on the right, captured a patrol of the enemy, 
adding 13 more prisoners to those already secured. Other patrols 
met small parties of Germans, who were “ dealt with.”” About 
6.30 p.m. the enemy began to work round on the left, but on the 
Companies withdrawing to the railway line and the establishment 
of Lewis-gun posts, penetration by the enemy was stopped. 

Finally, however, as the right of the attack had not advanced, 
1.é.. south of the river, the position of these two Companies of 
East Yorkshires, isolated on the eastern bank of the river, was 
deemed untenable and they were withdrawn to the ravines west 
of Neuvilly, the withdrawal being carried out without casualties. 
They had, however, done splendidly, Besides killing from 50 to 
60 Germans, they had altogether captured 1 officer, 39 German 
other ranks, and 7 machine guns. 
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“A” and “ B ” Companies, meeting with considerable opposi- 
tion, were finally withdrawn to the ravines, not having crossed the 
river. 

On the 11th October another attack on Neuvilly was ordered 
to be carried out by the 52nd Brigade on 12th, the Dorsets and 
West Yorkshires first pushing fighting patrols over the river, 
north and south, in order to establish bridge heads. The 7th 
East Yorkshires were to supply two patrols to lead the Dorsets 
across the river, and one Company to “mop up” the village. 

Zero hour was fixed for 5 p.m. The attempt was a failure, 
the volume of machine-gun fire from well-concealed positions and 
heavy shell fire preventing both the patrols from crossing the 
river and the “ moppers up ” getting into the village. 

At 11.15 p.m., on rith, the soth Brigade was relieved by the 
§2nd and moved back to Inchy, though the 7th East Yorkshires 
were at the tactical disposal of the G.O.C. 52nd Brigade, for the 
operations on 12th. This attack, however, was also a failure, and 
the two Companies of the East Yorkshires which had been attached 
to the §2nd Brigade, returned to Inchy. On the 13th the soth 
Brigade moved back to Montigny. 


In these operations the 7th East Yorkshires had suffered heavy _ 


casualties: Captain J. P. O'Reilly, the Battalion M.O., and 
2nd Lieutenant G. Purslow had been killed ; 4 officers wounded, 
22 other ranks killed, 124 wounded, 26 missing and 2 wounded and 
missing. 

All along the line of the Selle River the enemy’s resistance had 
hardened: the ground was excellent for defensive purposes, of 
extraordinary natural strength, and the enemy had put fresh 
troops into the line. Nevertheless, he could not stave off final 


defeat, his time was drawing to an end—the tide was dead against 
him. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


———— 


Victory. 
The Final Advance in Flanders and Picardy.* 


HILE the Fourth, Third, and First British Armies 
(right to left) had been engaged in pressing the 
enemy back towards Avesnes, Maubeuge and 
Mons, the Fifth and Second Armies (also right 
to left), between Lens and Ypres, maintained 
increasing pressure on the Germans, whose 
positions along that front by the beginning of September had 
become precarious. 

The first part of the story of the Final Advance to Victory 
(so far as it concerns the East Yorkshire Regiment), however, 
deals only with the Second Army, whose line on the 2nd September 
ran, roughly, from about five miles west of Armentiéres, thence 
to Steenwerck, just east of Neuve Eglise, crossing the Douve at 
Wulverghem, and running northwards between Kemmel and 
Wytschaete, west of Zillebeke and round the Ypres Salient to 
St. Julien. The 31st Division formed part of the 15th Corps, 
the right Corps of the Second Army. 

On the 1st September the 92nd Brigade was in Divisional 
Reserve, but on the 3rd relieved the 87th Brigade (29th Division) 
in the front line, which in this particular sector zig-zagged from 
west of Ploegsteert south-west to just east of Nieppe. 

The roth Battalion went first into the line, moving forward 
through Meteren and Nieppe, and meeting guides from the 
K.0.S8.B. (whom the East Yorkshiremen were to relieve) at 
De Seule. On passing through Nieppe, which was being shelled 
at the time, a direct hit was obtained on a platoon, with the result 
that 2nd Lieutenant C. Earle and 10 other ranks were killed and 
6 wounded. It was 4 a.m., on 4th, before the relief was completed. 
In the meantime orders had been received that a general advance 


* In the Final Advance in Artois no Battalion of the Regiment was engaged. 
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IorH AND 111 Was to be made by means of patrols on a frontage of 2,000 yards 


Bus. 
4TH Sept. 


5TH/6TH Sept. 


OTH/7TH Sept. 


to a depth of 1,500 yards on the right and 2,000 yards on the 
left. 

At 8 a.m. a brigade of 29th Division, on the left of the East 
Yorkshires, advanced to occupy Hill 63, and immediately afterwards 
the enemy put down a heavy barrage on the Nieppe Systems, 
where the roth Battalion was located. But at 8.30 a.m. patrols 
from the latter began the advance, unsupported by artillery of 
any kind. Opposition was very strong, and as the ground over 
which the attack was made was very flat, and in many places 
devoid of cover, hostile machine-gun fire caused many casualties. 
By 11 a.m. the Battalion had reached a north and south line about 
500 yards east of Le Rossignol and Gravier. An attempt, made 
under orders, at 3 p.m. to gain more ground had to be abandoned, 
and during the night 4th/sth the roth East Yorkshires were 
relieved and marched back to camp: they had lost 2nd Lieutenant 
Cheesbrough killed, Captain Wallace, Lieutenant Oakden and 
2nd Lieutenant Rayner wounded, and 69 other ranks. 

The 11th Battalion relieved the r1th East Lancashires in the 
front line north-east of Nieppe on the night 5th/6th September, 
just after the latter Battalion had attacked. “D”, “B” and 
‘A ” Companies (right to left), with “C ” in support, took over 
the front line, the exact position in places being somewhat doubtful. 
At 3 a.m. on 6th an attempt was made to push forward and reach 
the road running south from Ploegsteert, thence to the line of the 
River Warnave to Pontceau, east of Nieppe. ‘‘ D’”’ Company 
met with severe opposition from Pontceau and could not make 
much progress; “‘B” managed to reach the Warnave; “C” 
Company, meeting with considerable opposition from Soyer Farm 
and neighbourhood, lost touch with ““B”; “A”, on the left, 
also reached the road and line of the river where it joined up with 
the left platoon of “ C.” 

During the night 6th/7th the roth Battalion took up a line in 
rear of the 11th Battalion, ready to advance again on the morning 
of the 7th. 

At 3 a.m. the roth began their advance, but met with severe 
opposition, especially from Soyer Farm, which was surrounded 
by a moat and defied capture. By 11 a.m. only a slight advance 
had been made, and late that night the Battalion was relieved by 
the 1th East Lancashires and moved back to camp north of 
Steenwerck. The day’s operations had cost the Battalion 2 
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more officers killed (Lieutenant E. J. Krog and 2nd Lieutenant torn anp tT 
Bradbury), 2 wounded, and about 50 other ranks killed and pee 
wounded. 

Sufficient has, however, been said of the constant pressure 
maintained on the enemy in order to compel him to evacuate his 
positions. By the evening of the 6th September the Lys Salient 
had disappeared and British troops had reached the general line, 
Givenchy, Neuve Chapelle, Nieppe, Ploegsteert, Voormezeele. 
Until the 12th September the 1oth and 11th East Yorkshires arm Sspr. 
were in and out of the line, taking their part in forcing the enemy 
back. On that date, however, the g2nd Brigade moved back to 
Hazebrouck for rest and training.* In the final tour in the line 
the 11th Battalion had 6 officers wounded, I missing, and I 
wounded and missing; and in other ranks their losses were 25 
killed, 71 wounded, 44 missing, and 13 wounded and missing. 


THE BATTLE OF YPRES, 1918. 
28th September-2znd October. 


On 28th September the Battle of Ypres, 1918, began and yoru anp rm 
lasted until 2nd October. The main attack was made by the BNs. 
2nd Corps of the Second Army, on a front of about four and 
a-half miles south of the Ypres-Zonnebcke road, the Belgians on the 
left continuing the attack as far as Dixmude. 

South of the main attack, successful minor enterprises were 
carried out by the 31st, 30th and 34th Divisions. 

The g2nd Brigade of the 31st Division went into the Ploeg- 
steert sector on the 24th and night 24th/25th September, the 24rx/25ts 
1oth and 11th East Yorkshires taking over the right and left = %*?™ 
sub-sectors respectively. The former sub-sector ran from just 
south of Pontceau to about 500 yards west of Soyer Farm, the 
latter from the left of the roth East Yorkshires to Hyde Park 
Corner on the western edge of Ploegsteert Wood. During the 
night of 27th/28th, however, the 11th Battalion was relieved and 
the attack on morning of 28th was carried out by the roth East 
Yorkshires and 11th East Lancashires. 

The roth had been relieved in the right sub-sector on the 
night of 26th in order to take over the right of the g2nd Brigade 26x Strr. 


* On oth September, Lieut. L. G. Hutchinson (10th East Yorkshires) was 
killed by a sniper. 
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torn ano titH front, which now ran from Hyde Park Corner northwards along 


Bns. 


28TH Sepr. 


2gTH Sepr. 


Gas Trench (Hill 63) and a trench 200 yards east of the hill and 
parallel with it. 

The rith Battalion was in reserve in the Nieppe System, 
under orders to take over the defence of Hill 63 en the attack 
had gone forward. 

At 3 p.m.,on 28th, the roth East Yorkshires, oar orders to 
move along the north-eastern edge of Ploegsteert Wood, attacked 
under a creeping barrage. If this attack was successful they were 
to turn right and work southwards through the wood and take 
up a position on the south-eastern exits. But the enemy’s shell 
fire was very heavy and a murderous machine-gun fire from the 
wood held up the two right companies who could not advance 
beyond the road running from Hyde Park Corner in a north- 
easterly direction. The left Company, however, pushed forward 
in touch with the rth East Lancashires, affording cover for the 
right of the latter Battalion. The fighting strength of the East 
Yorkshires had been greatly reduced, however, for in the first few 
minutes of the attack all three Company Commanders (“ A”, 
*B” and “C”) had become casualties, and from 25 officers and 
§20 other ranks, the Battalion had been reduced to 14 officers 
and 384 men. In the evening, “ D” Company reinforced the 
Battalion front and reorganisation was carried out. The line 
then held ran, roughly, from Hyde Park Corner in a north-easterly 
direction to Prowse Point. 

At 10 a.m., on 29th, patrols along the Battalion front met with 
no Opposition : they pushed on through the wood, followed by 
companies, and soon they had reached a line running along 
Border Avenue, thence in a north-easterly direction to east of 
Le Gheer. 

The line of the Warnave was occupied, under orders, early 
on 30th, the roth East Yorkshires having the goth Division on 
the right and 18th D.L.I. on the left. On the 1st October, owing 
to the small amount of machine-gun and snipers’ fire, a general 
advance was ordered and the Battalion reached the line of the 
road running north-east to the cross-roads south of Warnave 
Lodge. That night, the 10th East Yorkshires were relieved by 
the 11th, the former marching back to Aldershot Lines. 

The 11th East Yorkshires, at 5.45 p.m., on 28th, were attached 
to the 93rd Brigade to join the advanced guard. At midnight, 
28th/zgth, the Battalion formed up on the Messines—Ploegsteert 


1918 Y pres Inviolate. 369 


road, at the cross-roads near the Bakery, and advanced north-east rota ano t1T# 
to a point just west of Tilleul Farm, where they handed over to —BM. 
the 15th West Yorkshires of the 93rd Brigade. Companies then 
fell back to the road near the Crater. At 6 a.m. they again moved 
forward as rear guard to the 93rd Brigade, reaching a position from 
2,000-3,000 yards east of Messines. At dawn, on the 30th, the 30TH Serr. 
Battalion was in support of an attack by the 93rd Brigade, which 
had been ordered to gain the line of the Lys south of Warneton. 
On the morning of Ist October, the Battalion was ordered to 
rejoin the g2nd Brigade and marched, via Messines, back to the 
neighbourhood of Courte Dreve Farm, west of Ploegsteert Wood. 
During the afternoon, the Battalion was sent off again to relieve 
the roth East Yorkshires and 18th D.L.I. on the western side of 
the Lys, from Pont Rouge to south-west of Frelinghien. On the 
night of 2nd/3rd October, companies advanced by ‘“ peaceful 2nv/3xp Ocr. 
penetration ”’ to the western banks of the River. 

The general situation after the Battle of Ypres, 1918, was that 
the Second Army had reached and had captured Kortewilde, 
Zandvoorde, Kruiseecke and Becelaere, the Belgians capturing 
Zonnebeke, Poelcapelle and Schaap Baallie, and clearing Houthulst 
Forest. During the succeeding days from Comines southwards, 
the left bank of the Lys had been cleared, while north of it, 
Wervicq, Gheluwe and Ledeghem had been won. 

At last the fiercely-contested ground east of Ypres was free 
of the enemy: the famous and once picturesque old town of 
Flanders, but now mere blasted ruins, had been relieved; the 
greedy hand ‘of the invader, which for four years had been out- 
stretched in an endeavour to gain possession of what had become 
a battered mass of bricks and mortar was forced back, empty. 
Ypres had remained inviolate. 

The Battle of Courtrai (14th-1gth October) was fought by 
the left Corps of the Second Army, the 31st Division being out- 
side the area of the battle, but still engaged in pushing its way 
eastwards, crossing the Lys and advancing in the direction of 
Turcoing. It is necessary, however, to turn now to the dramatic 
events taking place along the front of the Fourth, Third and 
First Armies. 
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THE BATTLE OF THE SELLE. 
17th-2§th October. 


The Pursuit to the Selle River was followed by several days 
spent in improving the communications, and it was not until the 
third week of October that operations of more than a local 
character could be undertaken: these operations consisted of 
forcing the Selle position and the attainment of the general 
line Sambre et Oise Canal—western edge of the Forét de Mormal 
—Valenciennes. 

The Battle consisted of two phases. In the first, the Fourth 
Army (at §.20 a.m., on 17th October) attacked on a front of about 
10 miles from Le Cateau southwards, with the French operating 
west of the Sambre et Oise Canal: in the second (launched at 
2 a.m., on 20th) the Third Army and the 4th Division of the First 
Army attacked the line of the Selle River north of Le Cateau. 

In the first phase the East Yorkshires were not engaged, both 
the 17th and 21st Divisions belonging to the Third Army. But 
from 1§th to 17th (inclusive), the 7th Battalion held the front 
line, 1.¢., the western banks of the Selle, which included the western 
half of Neuvilly. Just before the Battalion was relieved on the 
night of 17th, the enemy attempted to rush two posts, but was 
beaten off. The relief was delayed, but all companies were in 
billets in Inchy just before midnight. Two officers had been 
wounded, 7 other ranks killed; 12 wounded and 2 were missing 
during this tour. On the rgth, the Battalion moved forward 
again at 5.30 p.m., in order to take up assembly positions for the 
attack. 

The village of Neuvilly and the line of the Selle on the Divi- 
sional front, with the high ground beyond it, was the objective 
of the 17th Division. The soth Brigade was to capture Neuvilly 
and the ground immediately east of the river: the §ist Brigade 
was then to go through the Soth to the final objective. 

The 7th East Yorkshires were to cross the Selle south of 
Neuvilly, and the Dorsets north of it: the two Battalions were 
then to advance and join hands on the high ground 1,000 yards 
east of the village; the roth West Yorkshires were to “‘ mop up ” 
the village and the railway line east of it. 

The East Yorkshires moved up to their assembly positions at 
5.30 p.m., on 19th, taking over posts from the 9th West Ridings. 
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They had to cross the river; the night was dark, but they were 
not seen by the enemy, and just before Zero the Battalion was 
formed up ready for the attack. 

At 2 a.m., when the barrage fell, it was evident from the 
volume of fire which met the attacking troops, that stiff opposition 
was to be expected. Two hundred yards east of the river there 
was a road running from south-east to north-west, and here the 
enemy had several machine guns well dug in. But nothing could 
stay the advance, the machine guns were rushed and the enemy’s 
resistance beaten down. Just beyond the road a belt of barbed 
wire checked the advance, until Sergeant A. L. Biggs, under heavy 
fire, rushed forward, uprooted the stakes and the attackers swept 
on to the line of the railway where much stiff fighting took place. 
The records here state that “no prisoners were taken!” Half 
an hour had sufficed for the capture of the Battalion’s first objec- 
tive, and then at 2.34 a.m., the barrage moved forward again to 
the high ground beyond. The East Yorkshires were worried by 
enfilade machine-gun fire from the right and particularly by the 
fire of a gun cunningly concealed on the railway line (the second 
railway east of the river) until Sergeant Biggs again distinguished 
himself by leading a Lewis-gun section against the hostile guns. 
Under cover of the fire from the section he personally rushed the 
enemy gun which was firing at point blank range, killed the team 
single-handed and captured the gun. 

The whole attack had gone splendidly. ‘‘ The enemy troops,” 
records the Battalion Diary of the 7th East Yorkshires, “‘ were of 
good quality—the opposition was strong but not strong enough 
to stop our victorious advance: the spirit of the Battalion 
throughout was excellent.” During the final stages of the War 
the German machine gunners stuck to their guns with great 
bravery and fought well. 

At 4.a.m. the leading troops of the §1st Brigade passed through 
the East Yorkshires. 

The Battalion captured upwards of 100 prisoners, including 
6 officers, also 30 machine guns; about 120 dead Germans were 
counted in the Battalion area. 

The 7th East Yorkshires were relieved at 1 p.m., on 21st, and 
marched back to Inchy. Their casualties were 3 officers wounded, 
2 other ranks killed, §9 wounded, and 4 missing. 

All along the line the Selle positions had been captured, and 
orders were then issued for the attainment of the general line 
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running from the Sambre Canal along the western edge of the 
Forét de Mormal to the neighbourhood of Valenciennes. 

The assault was begun by the Fourth and Third Armies on a 
front of about 1§ miles from east of Mazinghien to Maison Bleu, 
north-east of Haussy. In this attack the 21st Division, which had 
passed through the 17th Division, was engaged, the rst East 
Yorkshires on the left and 9th K.O.Y.L.I. on the right being the 
assaulting troops of the 64th Brigade. At 11.30 p.m., on 22nd, the 
1st Battalion moved up to assembly positions on the high ground 
near Amerval, and at Zero hour (2.30 a.m., 23rd October) advanced 
on Ovillers. The attack went splendidly, and soon “‘C” and 
““D ” Companies were engaged in “ mopping up” the village. 
At 7.30 a.m. the Battalion was reported 300 yards east of Ovillers, 
with “ A” and “ B ” Companies on the Red Line, which followed 


the line of a road from south-east to north-west about half-way 


‘between Ovillers and Vendegies-au-Bois. “C” and “D” 


Companies, having “ mopped up” Ovillers, were withdrawn to 
about 600 yards south-west of the village to reorganise. 

The situation when the Red Line had been captured, was 
then as follows: the gth K.O.Y.L.I. were on the right, “ A” and 
““B” Companies of the 1st East Yorkshires on the left; two 
companies of the 15th D.L.I. were forming up on the left of the 
K.O.Y.L.I. in order (with the latter Battalion) to advance and 
capture the Green Dotted line which followed a line on the eastern 
bank of the Harpies stream—a road at the south-western outskirts 
of Vendegies-au-Bois. By 11.45 a.m. “C ” and “ D ”’ Companies 
were forming a defensive flank south-east of Ovillers with “‘ A ” 
and “ B” in support. 

At 4 p.m. the whole Battalion was “ standing by,” ready to 
move forward to the high ground south-east of Vendegies, the 
62nd Brigade (which had passed through the 64th Brigade on the 
Green Dotted line) having captured the Green Line which lay 
about half-way between Vendegies and Poix du Nord. 

At4a.m.,on the 24th, the attack was resumed, thegth K.O.Y.L.I. 
on the right, and the r§th D.L.I. on the left of the 64th Brigade, 
and the 62nd Brigade on the left of the 64th, advancing on Poix 
du Nord. The 1st East Yorkshires were in support, for after 
Poix du Nord had been taken the Battalion “‘ mopped up ” the 
village. Companies then reorganised in the north-eastern exits of 
Poix, two companies being pushed out to a granary just south of 
the Les Tuileries-Salesches road (the Brown Line). 
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Another attack was launched at 4 p.m. by the 64th Brigade 
on the right and 62nd Brigade on the left, the 1st East Yorkshires 
and 15th D.L.I. of the former Brigade (on the right and left 
respectively) advancing and capturing the third objective, 1.2., 
the road running south-east from Grand Gay Farm. The East 
Yorkshires then pushed out three patrols to form a defensive flank 
facing south-east. 

Barring patrol activity on the 25th, no further attacks were 
made by the 64th Brigade, and on the night 25th/26th the 
sist Brigade (17th Division) took over the front line, the former 
Brigade moving back first to Vendegies and then to Inchy. 

The 1st East Yorkshires came out of the line very weak. All 
told they numbered only 14 officers and 261 other ranks. Their 
losses had been heavy—§ officers* and 217 other ranks. On the 
29th (the 21st Division having relieved the 17th Division) the 
Battalion moved forward again to Vendegies, remaining there for 
the rest of October, training. The 7th Battalion on the last day 
of the month was in billets in Neuvilly. 

In the meantime events had been moving along the fronts of 
the Fifth and Second Armies. On the 2nd October the enemy had 
fallen back on the whole front from south of Lens to Armentiéres, 
the centre of the line was only about four miles from Lille. 

On the night of the 14th October a patrol of “A”? Company 
of the roth East Yorkshires crossed the Lys near Deulemont. 
A platoon of the same Company followed at 3 a.m., on 15th, and 
established posts on the eastern bank opposite the Sugar Refinery. 
At 3 p.m. the remainder of “A” Company crossed over and, 
under a barrage, reached the Deulemont road. Finally, “ B” 
Company at 5.30 p.m., crossed the river and joined “A.” The 
11th East Yorkshires then passed through the 10th, the latter with- 
drawing to billets. 

During the morning of 16th the 11th Battalion pushed forward 
to the line of the railway east of the Lys. The night of 16th/17th 
and morning of the latter date, again saw the Battalion advancing 
eastwards, and by midday on 17th the line held ran north-east and 
east of Linselles and south through Fort Debout.t In La Vigne, 


® On 23rd, Captain R. T. Raine, R.A.M.C., and 2nd Lieuts. Tucker and Tennuci 
wounded: 24th, 2nd Lieuts. Barton and Maycock wounded ; 25th, 2nd Lieut. Hutton 
wounded. 

t The general line of the First, Fifth and Second Armies (right to left) on the 
morning of 17th October, ran from Douai, just east of Carvin, Perenchies, just west of 
Quesnoy, through Halluin, Courtrai and Harlebeke. 
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orn aNp titH 1,500 yards west of the Fort, the East Yorkshiremen first found 


Bwns. 


17TH Oct. 


23RD Oct. 


3ist Oct. 


civilians, about roo in number, who gave a great welcome to the 
British troops, hailing them as deliverers from the German 
invaders. 

Relieved by the 1oth Battalion on the night of the 17th, the 
mith again moved forward on the 18th, marching eastwards 
through Fort Debout, Croix Blanche, Fme. du Forest, Beau Sejour, 
and on 19th entered Turcoing. ‘They were the first British troops 
to march through the latter place as a battalion, and ‘‘ the whole 
town,” records the Battalion Diary, “ joined in general rejoicing 
to welcome them.” On the 20th October the 31st Division was 
squcezed out of the line by the 14th Division on the left, and the 
t1th East Yorkshires withdrew to billets at Wattrelos, where, 
an officer of the Battalion states, “ training broke out again in all 
its fury, shaving soap, khaki blanco, ‘ soldiers’ friend,’ and such- 
like abominations were brought forward by the transport, and 
we became once again a smartly turned-out body of men.” 

The 31st Division had now (23rd) reached the western bank 
of the Escaut River, but here the remainder of its units were 
squeezed out of the line and the Division was sent off to a new 
area near Courtrai, the g2nd Brigade moving to billets at Cuerne. 
On 26th the Brigade relieved the gth Division in the front line 
east of Courtrai, near Ingoyghem. 

The roth East Yorkshires took over the front line, the 11th 
being in support. The enemy’s guns were active and several 
casualties were suffered, but posts were pushed out and established. 

On 31st the Division attacked the enemy,* the 94th Brigade 
carrying out the assault: the 11th East Yorkshires were in support 
and remained in the line until the operation was completed, and 
at nightfall moved back to the support area. The attack had 
been successful, and the Divisional line was pushed forward to the 
banks of the Escaut River. 

On the morning of 1st November the front of the British 
Armies ran, roughly, from Oisy, on the Sambre River (where 
touch with the First French Army was obtained), northwards 
along the Sambre to west of Landrecies, thence along the south- 
western edge of the Forét de Mormal to Raucourt and just west 
of Le Quesnoy, where it passed the Avesnes—Valenciennes railway, 
round the western outskirts of the latter town, thence along the 
whole length of the Escaut River to between Melden and Caster. 

* The Action of Tieghem, 31st October. 
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At 5.15 a.m. on this date, Valenciennes was attacked and a 
line gained east of that town, and by the 3rd November the salient, 
from just west of Le Quesnoy to the Escaut River, north of the 
former town, had been flattened out. 


THE BATTLE OF THE SAMBRE. 
4th November. 


By the end of October the Official Despatches record that : 
“‘ the rapid succession of heavy blows dealt by the British forces 
had had a cumulative effect, both moral and national, upon the 
German Armies.” The enemy’s reserves of men were exhausted, 
and the huge quantities of guns, machine guns, and ammunition 
which had been taken from him could not be replaced. 

Turkey and Bulgaria had capitulated and were out of the 
War; Austria was on the verge of total collapse and Germany’s 
military situation had become impossible. Yet, if her armies had 
been allowed to withdraw undisturbed to shorter lines the struggle 
might have been prolonged over the winter. The British Armies 
were, however, in a position to prevent this by an attack upon a 
vital centre which would force an immediate conclusion. 

The decisive attack, the final blow which broke the power 
of the enemy in the west, and compelled him to surrender, was 
Jaunched on 4th November by the Fourth, Third and First British 
Armies on a front of about 30 miles from the Sambre, north of 
Oisy to Valenciennes. In these operations three Battalions of 
the Regiment, 1.¢., Ist, 6th and 7th, were engaged. In the 
centre of the attack (the Third Army area), the 17th Division was 
one of the front-line Divisions, with the 21st Division in reserve 
ready to take up the advance when the former had completed its 
task. | 

On the 2nd November, the 17th Division had taken over the 
front line from the 21st Division, which at this date, ran in a 
north-westerly direction from the eastern outskirts of Eaglefontaine 
to the eastern side of Pt. Gay Farm. The soth Brigade was in 
Divisional reserve at Vendegies. The direction of the advance 
was now to change from north-east to due east through the Forét 
de Mormal. 

In the operations of the 17th Division, on 4th November, the 
52nd Brigade made the initial attack, the 51st Brigade passing 
through and advancing some distance into the forest, the soth 
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Brigade passing through both of the former Brigades to capture 
the final objective of the Division, 1.¢., the line of the road running 
from south-west to north-east just east of Locquignol. 

Zero hour was at §.30 a.m. 

The assembly of the three Battalions of the 5oth Brigade had 
to be carried out in stages,* according to the successes gained by 
the 52nd and Ss1st Brigades, and it was 12.30 p.m. before the 
roth West Yorkshires on the right, the Dorséts in the centre, and 
the 7th East Yorkshires on the left (each Battalion on a two-company 
frontage) were formed up on their final assembly line, 1.¢., just 
east of the line gained by the §1st Brigade—a road running south 
from the cross roads at Carretour du Grand Tourneur. 

At 1 p.m. the advance began. The artillery barrage, owing 


to the impossibility of recognising any barrage line in a forest, was 


of little or no assistance. Hostile shell fire was slight at the 
beginning of the advance, but heavy machine-gun fire was almost 
immediately encountered on the left by the East Yorkshires. 
Dense scrub amongst the trees, stacks of timber which had been 
cut by the enemy, marshy ground in places, cross-roads and tracks, 
all combined to make progress difficult as well as providing excellent 
targets for the German machine gunners. But in spite of the 
enemy, on and in rear of their left flank, the East Yorkshiremen 
pushed on, their support company echeloned in rear of the left 
flank to guard against attacks from that quarter. By 3 p.m. 
the Battalion had progressed about 1,000 yards, but was then 
held up by heavy machine-gun fire. From a house on the left, 
outside the Divisional boundary also, the enemy’s machine guns 
were pouring a deadly fire upon the East Yorkshiremen. However, 
by dint of outflanking movements, and chiefly owing to the skilful 
manceuvring of his men, and personal bravery of the C.O., Lieut.- 
Colonel G. East-King, these advanced posts were attacked from 
flank and rear, and by 4.30 they also had been “‘ mopped up ”” and 
I2 prisoners, with 6 machine guns, captured. The latter were 
then turned on the enemy. 

The centre and right of the attack had also progressed, and by 


3 p.m. the line on the right ran north and south, immediately 
west of Locquignol. 


® When the Brigade reached its second assembly position—the Englefontaine- 
Louvignies road—there was considerable shelling and Captain F. C. Tonkin, the 
Adjutant of the 7th East Yorkshires, a gallant officer, who had done fine work for the 
Battalion, was mortally wounded. 
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At about 2 a.m., on the §th, Colonel East-King was ordered 
to establish the line of the final objective on his front and, taking 
forward three platoons at once, he secured the German line by 
5.30 a.m. Half an hour later, the Lincolns, of the 21st Division, 
passed through the East Yorkshires to continue the attack. 
Thus the 17th Division was again out of the front line of 
attack. 

The 7th East Yorkshires remained bivouacked in the forest. 
They had captured during their advance, 40 prisoners, 20 machine 
guns, 3 field guns, and 1 cable wagon. Their losses were 2 officers 
killed and 2 wounded, and in other ranks, 13 killed, 85 wounded 
and g missing. 

Everywhere along the line on 4th, the attack had gone splen- 
didly, and at nightfall the British line ran from Fesmy, through 
Landrecies (centre of Forét de Mormal), Wargnies-le-Grand 
(5 miles east of Valenciennes), Onnaing, Scheldt Canal (opposite 
Thiers). 

The enemy’s resistance was by now definitely broken, and his 
troops began to fall back on practically the whole front. For 
two or three days, however, there were constant encounters with 
the retreating Germans, who here and there endeavoured (vainly) 
to make a final stand. 

With orders to keep in touch with the retreating enemy, the 
21st Division passed through the 17th Division early on 5th 
November, but the rst East Yorkshires, having marched through 
the forest, halted at La Téte Noire for three hours and then turned 
north to La Grande Carriere, where they billeted with other 
units of the 64th Brigade, the 62nd and rioth Brigades being then 
engaged in following up the enemy. Throughout the 6th the 
Ist Battalion remained in billets, but at 4 a.m. on 7th, marched to 
the cross-roads at Berlaimont: the 1st East Yorkshires were about 
to have their last fight in the Great War. 

Crossing the river at Berlaimont at 5.30 a.m., the Battalion 
passed through the 110th Brigade, then holding a north and south 
line west of the Grimour River, but here they came under heavy 
machine-gun fire. The attack developed after passing through 
the roth Brigade, and with “ D ” Company on the right, “C”’ 
on the left, “ B ” in close support, followed by “‘ A” and Battalion 
H.Q., the East Yorkshiremen pressed on towards the river. It 
was, however, 2.15 p.m. before the two leading companies were 
established on the eastern bank, “‘ D ” in a quarry and “ C” along 
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the bank of the stream. By 3.45 both flanks had gained touch 
with other units on the right and left. 

The advance had, however, cost the Battalion the loss of 
its gallant C.O., Lieut.-Colonel F. L. du Moulin, who was 
killed about 1.15 p.m., whilst 2 other officers, Captain and 
Adjutant J. H. Keech and 2nd Lieutenant Cotton were 
wounded. 

At 4.45 p.m., in conjunction with the K.O.Y.L.I., “ A” and 
“*B ” Companies of the East Yorkshires, with “ C” and “f D ” in 
support, attacked the village of Limont Fontaine and cleared the 
enemy out, taking about 40 prisoners. They were the last prisoners 
taken by the Ist Battalion.* 

Early next morning (4.30 a.m.) the East Yorkshiremen were 
relieved by troops of the 51st Brigade, the 17th Division 
having again taken over the front line. The Battalion then 
marched back to Berlaimont, where Major T. C. Baron assumed 
command. 

The 7th East Yorkshires had passed the night §th/6th November 
and the whole of the 6th in the Forét de Mormal. Rain fell 
heavily and the discomfort was terrible, for all ranks were by now 
worn out. But at midday on 7th, the Battalion marched via 
Berlaimont to Aymeries. At 4 a.m. on 8th, under orders to attack 
from east of Bachant, the 7th marched to assembly positions, but 
these orders were cancelled and the Battalion moved back to the 
village and their billets. 

The first glimmerings of Peace are seen in the Diary of the 
7th Battalion on gth November: “ Owing to persistent rumours 
of a coming armistice, speculation was very rife.’ On _ the 
11th November the 21st Division again took over the Corps front, 
and the 64th Brigade marched at g a.m. to the Limont Fontaine 
area, the ist East Yorkshires billeting at Eclaibes. 

The 7th Battalion, when that wonderful hour of. silence 
arrived, were swinging along the road from Aulnois to Berlaimont, 
which they reached at 11.30 a.m. 

While the 1st and 7th Battalions had been pressing forward 
in the final onslaught on the enemy, the 6th Battalion (Pioneers) 
with the 11th Division, and the roth and rith Battalions of the 
31st Division, had likewise reached positions from which they, too, 
witnessed the dawn of Peace. 


* The losses of the rst Battalion in this their last action, were 3 officers (given above), 
other ranks killed, 44 wounded and 4 missing. 
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The 6th East Yorkshires (Lieut.-Colonel M. G. Cowper) on 
1oth October had moved to Cuvillers, and on the 13th to Inchy-en- 
Artois; the rith Division was on the march eastwards, and the 
Pioneers were busy on the roads and communications. The 
2oth saw the Battalion again on the move by route march to 
Thun St. Martin, and again on 27th to Saulzoir. There is little 
mention in the Battalion Diaries of the last month of the War, 
but occasionally the record of casualties sustained show that the 
Pioneers were not in safe areas behind the Jines. On the 4th 
November, for instance, the Battalion being then engaged on the 
work of repairing the roads in the Preseau area, suffered 1 officer 
and 24 other ranks casualties. Bullets in Querenaing (4th), Curgies 
(5th), Roison (8th), and in the area Eugnies—Hergies—Buriau 
(roth) give some idea of the advance of the Battalion. In the 
latter area the Pioneers received a message at 10.20 a.m. on 
11th, that hostilities would cease at II a.m. 

In Flanders, the roth and rith East Yorkshires of the 31st 
Division, having reached the Ingoyghem area on 31st October, 
moved back with other units of the g2nd Brigade, to Deerlyck on 
1st November, and to Halluin on 3rd. But ‘ cleaning and resting ” 
ended on 7th, when both Battalions marched to Marcke. On the 
8th another move was made towards the River Escaut, but it was 
the 9th before the East Yorkshires crossed to the eastern banks. 
Information had been received during the early morning that 
the enemy had vacated his positions on the eastern bank of the 
river, and by 1.30 p.m. the 11th Battalion had crossed over and 
pushed on towards Renaix. The latter place was entered at 6.45 
p-m., and posts were established on the Nukerke-Renaix road, 
east and south-east of the latter town. The distance marched that 
day was 23,000 yards in full marching order, carrying Lewis guns 
and magazines. ‘The roth Battalion crossed the river at 4.30 p.m. 
and billeted that night in Russeignies. 

On the roth the advance continued. The 11th Battalion at 
10 a.m., moved along the Renaix—Brussels road. Slight opposition 
was encountered from the enemy, but it was brushed aside. 
‘““D ” Company captured some cavalry scouts and about 4 p.m. 
there was a stiff brush with the enemy in front of Flobecq, but it 
was overcome.* That night the 11th East Yorkshires reached 
the high ground round Flobecq and took up an outpost line: 


* In this fighting, Lieut. W. Ince was wounded and died of his wounds on 
11th November. 
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tora anv 11TH the Battalion had marched 12,000 yards that day. In the m 

me time, the roth Battalion had reached Haisette, west of Flo 
and there billeted. : 

At II a.m. the next morning, when the Armistice came 1 

force, the 11th Battalion was still in its position of the night befod 

11ra Nov. and the roth was on parade ready to move to Puvinage.* 


® The 31st Division had, by 11 a.m. on rtth. reached the line of the Deindre River. 


Banasay Google 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


The Campaign in Macedonia, 1916-1918. 


HILE the greater contest was in progress along 

the Western Front, hostilities were being carried 

along to a successful conclusion in other theatres 

of the War. In Salmitsa, the British forces, in 

conjunction with the French, maintained cease- 

less pressure upon the enemy, waiting for the 
moment in which to deal him a final blow. 

On 23rd September, 1916,* the 27th Division, roth Division 
and 84th and 83rd Infantry Brigades, 28th Division, made a 
demonstration along the Struma front. The 27th Division, pro- 
tected on the left by the roth Division, attacked Lower Jenimah : 
the 84th Brigade made a demonstration against Jenikoj and 
Nevoljen, and the 1st Yorkshire and Lancashires of the 83rd 
Brigade were to have attacked Upper Jenimah while the 2nd East 
Yorkshires were to demonstrate against Cavdah Mah. A rise 
in the Struma swept away a bridge over which the Yorkshires and 
Lancashires were to have crossed, which prevented that Battalion 
advancing. At 4 p.m. three platoons of East Yorkshires, advancing 
from the river bank north-west of Kopriva Bridge, approached 
Cavdar Mah. They came across about 150 Bulgarians entrenched 
in front of the village, who fled shouting: the leading platoon of 
East Yorkshires thereupon crossed these trenches. About 5.15 
the enemy opened heavy fire on the platoon, which, in accordance 
with orders, withdrew to the left bank of the Struma, north-west 
of the bridge, finally marching along the river bank to the bridge- 
heads. In this affair, 2nd Lieutenant T. Smallwood and two 
other ranks were wounded on patrol. 

Towards the end of the month, the Battalion suffered much 
from malaria, and by 30th, roo other ranks had been evacuated 

* The Battalion Diary to the end of August, 1916, gives an interesting record of the 
casualties suffered by the 2nd East Yorkshires from the time they landed in France in 


January, 1915. Officers, 14 killed, 50 wounded (of which 8 died of wounds), 8 missing ; 
other ranks, 267 killed, 963 wounded, and 137 missing. 
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to hospital. On the 11th October the C.O. (Lieut.-Colonel W. 
A. Blake) was evacuated sick to hospital, and Major J. F. B. Morrell 


assumed command. 


The Affair of Barakli Juma’a. 
31st October, 1916. 


On the 29th October the 83rd Brigade was ordered to attack 
Barakli Juma’a; the 84th Brigade was simultaneously to attack 
Dolap Ciftlik. 

The 2nd King’s Own, on the right, and 2nd East Yorkshires, 
on the left, with the 1st K.O.Y.L.I. in support and 1st Yorks and 
Lancs in reserve, were to carry out the attack from the 83rd 
Brigade front. 

The K.O.Y.L.I. were to advance and take up a position 
400 yards in front of the village and demonstrate from this position. 
The King’s Own and the East Yorkshires were to attack from the 
left flank, from a shallow gully which ran towards the enemy’s 
lines. Artillery and machine-gun barrages were to be placed on 
the front and left exits of the village. The two flank battalions 
were to move up as close as possible to the barrage and when the 
latter lifted, attack and occupy the village. 

The attack was to take place at 7.15 a.m. on 3Ist. 

The place of assembly was Ormanli, about one and a-half miles 
from the place of deployment: a gully west of Barakli Juma’a was 
allotted to the East Yorkshiremen. At 1 a.m.(31st) the Battalion 
moved off towards the place of assembly. A heavy thunderstorm 
had just broken and, until the place of deployment was reached 
(5.30 a.m.), torrents of rain fell, drenching all ranks. The track 
to the gully was soon a quagmire, while the gully was a roaring 
torrent about 18 inches deep in water. Only with great difficulty 
could the men keep their feet, and mules carrying Lewis guns 
and ammunition, frequently fell. But, at last, about an hour 
before Zero, everybody reached their position and lay down, 
soaked to the skin, to snatch a few minutes’ sleep before the 
operations began. 

At the top end of the gully there was a Bulgar post which 
““C” Company was detailed to capture. 

At Zero hour, the East Yorkshires were disposed as follows: 
“A” Company on the right, “ B” on the left, “ C ’? Company 
protecting the left flank, and “ D” Company in support. 
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The attack went like clockwork: the Bulgars were surprised, 
and put up very little resistance, retiring rapidly to the village 
as the attackers swept on. ‘“‘ A’? Company captured 9 prisoners 
and **B” took 19. Lieutenant H. A. Macpherson and 2nd 
Lieutenant J. H. Laurie were wounded. Altogether, the 83rd 
Brigade captured 300 prisoners, with only 2 casualties. The village 
was full of vegetables—a welcome addition to the rations which, 
up to that time, had consisted mostly of bully beef and onions. 
On the 3rd of November the 2nd East Yorkshires were relieved 
and marched back to bivouacs in Gumus Dere.* 

There is little to record for the remainder of November, 
with the exception of a move to the Jahjali area, where the East 
Yorkshires on 28th and 2gth, relieved Italian troops in the line 
Staros to Radile. Various patrol encounters took place in 
December, and in one of these, on 1§th, 2nd Lieutenant F. Illing- 
worth was killed. On 27th, Colonel Blake rejoined from hospital, 
and resumed command of the Battalion. 

On 24th January, 1917, 50 rifles of ““C”’ Company and §0 of 
““D” Company, attacked Ganger’s Hut and a redoubt nearby. 
These two Bulgar posts had for three days been bombarded. 
The posts were rushed and destroyed, the attacking parties with- 
drawing when their orders had been carried out. Simultaneously 
with the above attack, ‘“ B’’ Company opened fire with Lewis 
guns on the parapet of the hostile trenches north-west of “ M.H.”¢ 
and a bombing party went out. The latter was attacked by 
about 20 of the enemy under an officer and, after throwing bombs, 
withdrew, three other ranks being wounded. 

Lieut.-Colonel W. A. Blake left the Battalion on 4th February 
to command the 77th Brigade, and on roth, Lieut.-Colonel 
R. S. Hopkins arrived and assumed command. 

A small attack took place on 15th March on Poroj Station. 
This operation was carricd out most successfully by “D” 
Company and one platoon of “* A”? Company, and a detachment 
from the K.O.Y.L.I. The former, at a cost of only three other 
ranks wounded, captured 17 Bulgars, and the latter 4. 

On the 27th March, another move took place, the Battalion 
marching from the Jahjali area, via Rajanovo, to bivouacs near 

* The Official Despatches in dealing with the general situation, state that: ‘‘ Under 
cover of patrol encounters, a defensive line was constructed from Jenimah, via 
Osman Kamila-Homondos-Jenikoj—Nevoljen—Cuculuk-Elisan-Barakli Juma’a-Haznatar 


to Alipsa on the Struma, and remained as such during the winter months.” 
t Popularly known as ‘Emma H.” 
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Baisili, where, on 29th, the East Yorkshires relieved the 2/23rd 
Londons in trenches from Rabovo to Popovo. April was a busy 
month so far as patrol work was concerned, and many parts of the 
enemy’s front were reconnoitred. 


THE BATTLE OF DOIRAN, 1917. 
24th-25th April and 8th-gth May. 
The Battle of Doiran began on 24th April, but the East York- 


shires were not engaged in the early stages of the operations. 

At the end of the month, the 83rd Brigade moved from the 
Butkova front and proceeded to the Doiran area, under the 12th 
Corps. The terrain of this front was remarkable in the fact that 
it was dominated by the top of Pip Ridge and a mountain called 
Grand Couronne. The line held by the 12th Corps ran from 
Doiran Lake to the Vardar Valley, just on the foothills and, unlike 
other sectors of the front, was quite close to the enemy’s lines, 
so the Battalion had to adapt itself to new circumstances. The 
2nd East Yorkshires, with other units of the Brigade, moved to 
a camp in the neighbourhood of Milouci, on 1st May, into Corps 
Reserve. 

Early in May the 12th Corps attacked, but the 83rd Brigade 
was in reserve. ‘This attack was very soon brought to a standstill 
by the enemy’s barrage. The Brigade then occupied the sector 
nearest the Doiran Lake. The East Yorkshires, on roth May, 
took over a camp behind Piton Rocheaux. 

In between the two lines was the Jumeaux ravine. This was 
an extremely unpleasant obstacle to cross, as the sides were so 
steep and rocky that paths had to be cut slantways for patrols to 
move to and fro. The attacking force a few days previously had 
been caught in this ravine and badly knocked about, consequently, 
a new scheme was devised. Communication trenches were dug 
down on the south side of the ravine, and saps and “‘T’”’ heads 
on the north side. ‘The work was done at night and was rather 
trying as a large covering party had to be posted: owing to the 
rocky nature of the ground, the digging of the trenches was nat 
quite as it should have been, seeing that the “IT” heads were, 
on an average, 100 yards away from the enemy. A certain number 
of casualties occurred through shelling, sniping, etc., but, thanks 
to the K.O.Y.L.I. (who dealt very successfully with an enemy 
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patrol) the Battalion was not attacked during this work. By the 
end of May the “ T’” heads and saps were fit for occupation, 
and the communication trenches completed. 

In June two detachments of the Army of Salonika were 
despatched to co-operate with the French in the occupation of 
Old Greece. One was placed under the orders of General 
Regnault, at the Pirweus and in Corinth, the other under General 
Venel, in Thessaly. Each of these detachments consisted of 500 
all ranks, infantry, R.A.M.C. and R.A.S.C. The 2nd East York- 
shires were selected to furnish the detachment for Thessaly— 
a distinct compliment to the Regiment. 

The Battalion was holding trenches just west of Lake Doiran 
on Sth June when these orders came to hand, but was relieved on 
gth. The same day the detachment, consisting of 15 officers 
and 407 other ranks, .¢., “C” and “ D” Companies, made up 
to strength from “A” and “‘ B ” Companies, and a proportion of 
transport, and Battalion H.Q., under the command of Lieut.- 
Colonel R. S. Hopkins, assembled at Piton Rocheaux at 9.30 p.m., 
and marched to, and entrained at Hirsova. 

At 1.30 a.m., on Ioth, the train left the latter place, reaching 
Sarigol at 3.40 a.m., where the detachment detrained and 
bivouacked. The next night, at 10.15, the detachment set out 
on a series of night marches for Salonika, arriving at Dudular 
Rest Camp on 14th. Here khaki drill was issued and the detach- 
ment notified that, on leaving Salonika, it would be known as 
the “ British Detachment Hopkins.” 

The train left Salonika at 2 a.m., on 16th, and, skirting the 
famous Mountain of the Gods—Olympus—reached Demerli 
(described by one officer as “‘ a God-forsaken place ”’), in Thessaly, 
at 12.15 p.m. on 17th. £m route the train had stopped for two 
hours at Larissa where a few days previously fighting had taken 
place between French troops and Greek Evizones. Here Colonel 
Hopkins was instructed to go on to Demerli. On reaching the 
latter place the Detachment detrained and marched to camp near 
the station. 

The Detachment was now placed at the disposal of the C.O., 
Ist Chasseurs d’Afrique, as support to the Spahis who were 
reconnoitring the villages round about, which also the East 
Yorkshires soon began to patrol. The inhabitants of these 
villages were, however, quite friendly and there were no 
‘‘ incidents.” 
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On the 5th July the Detachment set out by route march to 
Domokos, a distance of about 18 miles. Many men wer 
suffering from malaria at the time, and the march was a severe 
test, for, as an officer records: ‘‘ Imagine after a nine-hours 
march in full kit (being) confronted by a mountain which tox 
three hours to climb by road. We could see our destination at 
the top, but what a tempting finish. We seemed to be tramping 
miles galore on the winding road round the mountain, with the 
town at the top laughing at our efforts.” 

On reaching Domokos (which proved to be a typical smil 
Greek town, the inhabitants of which were on the whole ver 
obliging) the Detachment settled down in a school and slept. 
The town was of tactical importance as it commanded the main 
avenue into Southern Greece. The French Spahis, however, 
carried out the forward work of the expedition. But, barmng 
patrol work to neighbouring villages and farms to protect the 
crops, the work of the Detachment was more of a garrison nature. 

Unfortunately, malaria and dysentery increased, and a large 
number of men had to be sent to hospital: there were deaths 
among the Detachment and graves of East Yorkshiremen may 
to-day be found in the villages of Domokos and Larissa. 

On 31st July the Detachment left Domokos for the station 
—a three hours’ march—entrained for Larissa, and on the 2nd 
August, reached Salonika. But instead of moving up country 
immediately, all ranks were sent out to No. 8 Convalescent Camp, 
thence, on 7th, by boat to the Change of Air Camp at Kara Burun. 
Here a fortnight was spent. The 2oth and 21st, however, sav 
the Detachment on the move back to Salonika, and on 26th, it 
reached Hill 439 at Kilo 74, Kocanmah—Turica road, where the 
Detachment East Yorkshires, under Major Thorne, was camped: 
here the Battalion was once more united and “ British Detachment 
Hopkins ” ceased to exist. | 

In the meantime, “ A” and “ B ” Companies of the Battalion 
had spent periodical tours in and out of the front line., t.¢., Sal Gree 
Advance-Sal Grec de Popovo line. On the 11th July, at about 
3.5 a.m., a party of Bulgars, about 30 strong, raided Popovo Pes. 
Darkness and a howling wind hid the approach of the enemy, who, 
entering through a gap in the wire, bombed along the trench and 
the Lewis-gun team and carried off the gun. Hastily collecting 
servants, sanitary men and volunteers, Lieutenant Vincent went 
in pursuit of the Bulgars, but could not overtake them, though they 
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left a trail of blood behind them. On 8th August the East York- 
shires were relieved and moved back to camp at Paprat until the 
zoth, when they marched to Hill 439 (another camp) where, on 
26th, they were joined by Colonel Hopkins and his officers and 
men. 

September, and indeed the ensuing winter months of 1917- 
1918 were uneventful, though it must be explained that the word 
is used in its comparative sense. Patrol work, local raids resulting 
in a steady loss to the enemy, both in killed and prisoners, and at 
the same time maintaining the offensive spirit of the troops, were 
of constant occurrence. But there were no infantry attacks of 
importance. 

On 14th October, the 2nd East Yorkshires crossed Kopriva 
Bridge and occupied the Elisan—Cavdar line unopposed, as outpost 
Battalion. 

Strenuous patrol work, varied occasionally by a raid on the 
enemy’s positions, kept the Battalion busy until the end of the 
year. The troops, however, had not only to contend with the 
enemy, but also with disease and discomfort. Malaria and 
dysentery were always more or less rampant as the lists of cases 
evacuated to hospital each month show. The rigorous weather 
was responsible for much discomfort, though everything possible 
was done to alleviate the sufferings of both officers and 
men. ‘Training occupied the Battalion when out of the front 
line. 

In this way the latter half of the winter of 1917-1918 was 
spent. 

In the spring of 1918, the 2nd East Yorkshires went into a 
new sector. ‘They had been relieved in the line on 15th March 
and marched to camp at [smailli. From the latter place they 
went into the Cavdalar sector on 3rd April, three or four miles 
north-west of Kopriva. 

In June the first indications of a lowering in morale of the 
Bulgarians became noticeable. Deserters increased: the Diary of 
the East Yorkshires records that on three occasions during the 
month, deserters gave themselves up. These men gave informa- 
tion of an impending Bulgarian attack on a large scale on the 
British front, from the sea to Lake Doiran. The attack, however, 
did not materialise, and towards the end of July orders were 
received to prepare for a general offensive during the first fort- 
night in September, as part of the Allied scheme. 
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Practice attacks now became more frequent and patrol wor 
was intensified, otherwise the weeks passed without incidents of 
im portance. 

On 12th August, 83rd Brigade H.Q. received orders to move 
to the AITIth Corps area and relieve troops of the 27th Division 
between the nights 1§th/16th and 18th/1gth in the Buck Hil 
Camp area. The East Yorkshires were then, with other units of 
their Brigade, in camp at Kilo 56 on the Lahana—Kochan Manale 
road. 

An advanced party of the East Yorkshires left camp on 14th, 
and marched, via Kalives Vorlan and Gramatna, to Buck Hill Camp, 
the Battalion proceeding in motor lorries to Guvesne, thence by 
rail to Kilindir, marching from the latter place to join the advanced 
party in the new camp. 

The Battalion went into the front line on the night of 17th, 
relieving the gth Battalion South Lancashire Regiment in No. 2 
Sector of the 22nd Divisional front. ‘The East Yorkshires were 
now, roughly, occupying a front about two miles south-west of 
Doiran, the Brigade Sector being south-west of the Lake: the 
Bulgars had formed a strong ring of defences round the town. 

On rst September, the 27th Division, in order to deceive the 
enemy as to where the main attack was to be launched, began 
operations against the rocky and fortified salient north of Alcak 
Mahale, on the right bank of the Vardar. These positions were 
captured ; the Bulgars wasting their strength in fruitless counter- 
attacks. 

On the 7th two Battalions of the 28th Division—1st York and 
Lancaster Regiment and 2nd East Yorkshire Regiment—were 
ordered to be detached from the 83rd Brigade and proceed to 
Gramatna, to the XVIth Corps area. The East Yorkshires 
marched to Kalindir Station during the night of 11th, and entrained 
for Sarigol, reaching the latter place at 3.30 a.m. on 12th. The 
Battalion then went to a rest camp, but entrained again at 9 a.m. 
and arrived at Gramatna Station at 11.30 a.m., marching thence 
to a camp near Esteli. On the 13th the East Yorkshires again 
entrained at Gramatna for Snevce, from which place they marched 
to a camp near No. 4 Well Gurlemeli Stream. They were now 
once more under the 28th Division, and on 14th moved up to a 
camp near Hampshire Point, south-west of Sal Grec Avance. 
The Battalion was now due east of Lake Doiran, and on 15th 
relieved the Suffolks in the centre sector of the left sub-sector 
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of the 28th Divisional front. The following day the Battalion 
came under the orders of Colonel Spencer, commanding the 
Composite Brigade formed of the 2nd East Yorkshires and Ist 
York and Lancs., and took up a forward outpost position on 
New Hill-Bermondesy Ridge-Lucky Hill, north and north-west 
of Pangarasli. 


THE BATTLE OF DOIRAN, 1918. 
18th-19th September. 


On the 18th September, the Battle of Doiran, 1918, opened. 
The battle had been preceded on 14th by an attack from Sokol 
to Vetrenik, upon the success of which the offensive on the Doiran 
Sector depended. This success attained, a Greek Division, with 
2znd and 26th Divisions, attacked the enemy at 6 a.m. on the 
18th September, between Lake Doiran and the Vardar, the 27th 
Division operating west of the river: this was the main attack. 
Simultaneously with the main attack, a secondary and surprise 
attack was launched round the eastern and northern sides of the 
Lake itself, against the Bulgarian trenches on the slopes of the 
Beles range. This attack was made by the Cretan Division, 
supported by troops of the 28th Division, t.¢., 84th and 85th 
Brigades and the Divisional artillery. The Composite Brigade, 
however (znd East Yorkshires and 1st York and Lancs.), were 
only ordered to hold their present outpost line. At nightfall, the 
position was roughly as follows: the Cretan Division held the 
enemy outpost line Long Wood—Akindzali-Kodzakoria Wood ; the 
84th Brigade from the Wood—1331/1945-Cakli-Station Bluff ; 
85th Brigade in reserve. West of the Lake, Doiran Town, Teton 
Hill and Petit Couronne had been taken. 

The 19th still found the Composite Brigade in the position held 
on 18th. On the 2oth the East Yorkshires were relieved and 
concentrated at Karamudli Station. Here, at 4 a.m., on 2ist, 
thirty motor lorries carried the Battalion back to the 83rd Brigade 
area, where they were located in Cam Hill Camp. The Battalion 
now received orders to reorganise into three Companies, “ C” 
Company being temporarily absorbed by the other three Com- 
panies. On 22nd, information was received that the Bulgarians 
along the whole front were retiring, and the 83rd Brigade received 
orders to pursue the enemy and take up an outpost line from Kara 
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Brigade, occupied the outpost line without opposition, while 
the 2nd East Yorkshires, rst York and Lancs. and XIIth Corps 
Cyclists were nearly a mile south of Kara Oglular. 

At 4a.m., on 23rd, the 83rd Brigade received orders to attack 
and occupy the enemy’s positions from Lake Doiran, immediately 
cast of Hasanli to Maison Isolee (north-west of Pazarli), the 
Brigade concentrating in a nullah south of Hill 230, at 9 am. 
Hasanli was reported free of the enemy, whose rearguards were 
occupying the high ground in the neighbourhood of Pazarli. 

The East Yorkshires were to attack a line south-east of Pazarhi, 
t.¢.. Pazarli-Maison Isolee and the hills running east and west 
through the latter: the 1st York and Lancs. were on the right 
and the 2nd King’s Own in support. 

Bulgarian rearguards were encountered occupying Maison 
Isolee, Pazarli, and the heights in the neighbourhood of the 
latter town, but they were quickly dislodged and all objectives 
gained by g p.m., with a loss of only three other ranks wounded. 
In the next few days the pursuit was pressed by all the Allied Armies 
from Doiran to Monastir, and by the 24th the Serbians had reached 
the line Hadzi-Seidli-Cesme Dere. 

On 24th the 83rd Brigade was ordered to concentrate at 
Cerniste, and the East Yorkshires moved to the neighbourhood ot 
that place. Early on 24th the Brigade continued the advance 
and attacked and occupied Boluntili. At 12.30 p.m., the East 
Yorkshires, as advanced guard of the 83rd Brigade, advanced, and, 
without opposition, occupied Boluntili, and established an out- 
post line round the village by the road running east of Sunduklu- 
Dorutli through Dzuma Obasi—Bakce Obasi—Boluntili. The 
enemy fired about §0 shells into the latter village, wounding onc 
horse. 

On the 26th, whilst the 83rd Brigade occupied this outpost 
line, the 85th Brigade continued the advance to Hill 1150. 

The 83rd Brigade again advanced on 27th. With the 2nd 
Feast Yorkshires as advanced guard, the Brigade at 8.45 a.m. 
crossed the Bulgarian frontier and advanced to attack and occupt 
Sedovica. But again there was no opposition, and “ D ” Company 
furnished the outpost line from the foothills on the west of the 
valley to the well, the King’s Own continuing the line to the 
foothills on the east of the valley. The 28th and 2gth saw the 
Brigade on the march to Dabilja and Radoud respectively. 


1918 Hostilities Cease. 391 


Orders for the final attack were received on 30th. The 83rd 
Brigade was to attack the Bulgar rearguards on the foothills, north 
of Susich, and turn the enemy’s flank, whilst the Greck Division 
attacked his rearguards between Susica and Smolari. 

The 2nd East Yorkshires paraded at 4 a.m., preparatory to 
the advance, but 15 minutes later orders were received that 
all hostilities were to cease forthwith as the Bulgarian Government 
had signed the peace convention. 

The strength of the Battalion at this date was only 17 officers 
and 263 other ranks. ‘The admissions to hospital during September 
had been 3 officers and 364 other ranks, and 114 other ranks had 
rejoined. ‘Thus it will be seen that the Battalion had suffered 
severely from sickness and had carried out that strenuous advance 
very weak in numbers.* 


* Between the 23rd-27th September, the Battalion climbed over 3,0co feet—hard 
going, especially for men weak from malaria and influenza. 
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HEN the Great Silence fell upon the battlefields 

in France and Flanders at 11 a.m., on 11th 

November, 1918, there was no frantic cheering, 

no shouts of exultation, nothing but a wonderful 

stillness which all men marvelled at. There are 

other ways of celebrating a victory than in flag 
waving and in crowning the victors in garlands of flowers, and to 
the British soldier on that memorable November morning it 
seemed more fitting to herald the coming of Peace in mute thank- 
fulness rather than in noisy demonstration. At first, it was impos- 
sible to believe that the War was over: as if it was only a dream, 
trom which presently there would be a rude awakening to the 
sounds of bursting shells, the “ zip-zip”’ of machine-gun and 
rifle bullets and the loud cries and groans of the wounded and 
dying. No more reliefs carried out in the dead of night across 
pock-marked ground, muddy and slippery, with gaping shell 
holes here and there into which men tumbled with a muttered 
curse! No more patrolling out into No Man’s Land and chance 
encounters with prowling enemy patrols. No more _ hours 
crouching behind the parapets while the guns of both sides 
plastered each other’s trenches with shells of every description, 
creating death, havoc and desolation, as if the very bowels of the 
earth were disrupted. It was all too wonderful—too good almost 
to be true. 

In writing of the three months of epic fighting in France and 
Flanders, during which the British Armies had brought to a 
sudden and dramatic end the great wearing-out battles of over 
four years, Sir Douglas Haig said: 

“In our admiration for this outstanding achievement, the 
long years of patient and heroic struggles by which the strength 
and spirits of the enemy were gradually broken down, cannot be 
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forgotten. The strain of those years was never ceasing, the 
demand they made upon the best of the Empire’s manhood are 
now known. Yet, throughout all those years, and amidst all the 
hopes and disappointments they brought with them, the confidence 
of our troops in final victory never waned. Their courage and 
resolution rose superior to every test, their cheerfulness never 
failing, however terrible the conditions in which they lived and 
fought. By the long road they trod with so much faith and with 
such devotion and self-sacrificing bravery we have arrived at 
victory.” 

Not all! for some—the true and gallant dead—had gone 
before and lay beneath the surface of the tumbled earth, asleep 
until the Judgment Day: others still lay upon the battlefields 
crying silently for burial. And it was, perhaps, of these that the 
British soldier in his hour of triumph thought most of all—the 
loved comrades, the happy messmates, who were no more and 
could not share his joy in victory. 

No Battalion of the East Yorkshire Regiment marched into 
Germany with the Army of Occupation. 

The 1st Battalion remained billeted in Eclaibes until r2th 
December, then, by route march and by bus, moved back to 
Revelles, via Cambrai, Masnieres, Bapaume, Courcelette, Albert, 
all places which in the past had been terribly familiar. In Revelles, 
the Battalion stayed until the 4th April, 1919, but on that date 
moved to L’Etoile, where they still were on the 30th of the 
month.* 

The 2nd East Yorkshires, after.the conclusion of hostilities in 
Macedonia, on 30th September, remained on the Salonika front 
until the 8th November, upon which date the Battalion embarked 
for the Dardanelles and there garrisoned Kum Kale, as the Allied 
Fleets passed through the Straits on 12th. The remaining days 
of November and the whole of December were spent in the same 
area.T 

The 1/4th (Territorial) Battalion, which had been reduced to 
cadre strength in July and billeted in Cucq, was demobilised on 
6th November, 1918, the personnel sent to “F” Infantry Base 
Depot on the 7th, and the officers posted direct to other units: 
it is impossible to follow the Battalion farther as all records cease 
on this date. 


® The Diary of the 1st Battalion ends on 3oth April. 
t The Diary of the 2nd Battalion ends here. 


Conclusion. 395 


The 6th Battalion (Pioneers) towards the end of November 
moved to Anzin and there billeted. Their work now consisted of 
collecting salvage, recreational training and sports: the whole of 
December, and January and February, 1919, were passed in this 
manner. | 

In March another move was made to Denain for the guarding 
of dumps at various places in the neighbourhood. But demobilisa- 
tion was gradually proceeding, while numbers of officers and men 
were posted to Prisoner of War Companies. At last the cadre 
of the Battalion was ordered home, and on the r4th left 
Boulogne. 

The 7th East Yorkshires and other units of the 5oth Brigade, 
moved on 11th November, after the Armistice had been announced, 
to Bertry, staying during the night of 12th at Englefontaine, where 
they billeted in large, comfortable barns until 8th December. On 
the latter date a move still farther west took place, to an area 
round Abbeville, the East Yorkshires billeting in Citerne. In 
January, 1919, demobilisation was commenced, miners belonging 
to the battalions and brigade having already been sent home. In 
March the Brigade moved to the Hangest area, in order to be 
near Longpré, which was the entraining station for cadres: the 
East Yorkshires billeted in Hangest. 

All units had, on 8th March, received orders to be reduced to 
cadre “ A” strength forthwith, 1.¢., 4 officers and 46 N.C.Os. and 
men. On the 18th April, 1919, cadres of the Brigade entrained 
at Longpré and, after an all-night journey, Havre was reached at 
11.30 a.m., on 19th. Three days later the 7th Battalion and 
other units of the soth Brigade sailed for Southampton, arriving 
at7a.m. On the night of 23rd April the cadre of the 7th Battalion 
arrived at Catterick. 

Of the roth and rith East Yorkshires there is nothing more 
interesting to relate than of those Battalions whose demobilisation 
has already been described. In easy stages both Battalions reached 
the St. Omer area, where they remained until April, being reduced 
meanwhile to cadre strength. The cadres returned to England 
in May and had a great reception at Catterick. 

The story of the East Yorkshire Regiment in the Great War, 
as told in the previous chapters, is one of duty faithfully performed, 
of sacrifices willingly made and of great bravery and courage, of 
tenacity when hard pressed, and of an esprit de corps unsurpassed 
by any other unit in the field. Practically wiped out again and 


396 Conclusion. 


again (as in March, April and May, 1918), Battalions, on being re- 
formed, quickly fitted themselves for a fresh struggle, carrying out 
the great traditions left by those who had made the supreme 
sacrifice. The latter, who were our beloved comrades, live in 
our minds for ever: 


‘““’They shall not grow old as we who are left grow old, 
“ Age shall not weary them, nor the Years condemn, 
** At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, 
“We will remember them.” * 


* Laurence Binyon, 


CHAPTER XXVII. 
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Further Notes on the Special Reserve, 
Territorial, Reserve and Garrison 
Battalions. 


THe 3rD (SpeciaAL Reserve) BaTTALIon. 


N January, 1915, the Battalion numbered over 2,000 
of all ranks, and amongst the officers were many who had 
been wounded or invalided from the 1st Battalion at the 
front; drafts to the B.E.F., however, soon reduced this 
number. 

Major. C. P. Berthon, who had been Adjutant of the 
Battalion since October, 1911, left to join the 2nd Battalion in 
February and was succeeded by Capt. J. H. Coles. 

The work of receiving and training recruits and of despatching 
drafts to the rst and 2nd Battalions proceeded without interruption 
during the year 1915. 

On 6th June, Hull was visited by a German Zeppelin, which 
dropped numerous bombs and caused two large fires in the city ; 
this provoked some retaliation in the form of the wrecking of some 
shops bearing German names by irritated inhabitants and the 
Battalion was called upon to furnish strong piquets to aid the 
Civil Police in the restoration of law and order ! 

A special parade for recruiting purposes was held in Hull on 
the 9th September, when the Battalion at a parade strength of 
about 600 all ranks under the command of Lieut.-Colonel F. 
Strickland Constable formed up in Station Yard and was inspected 
and addressed by the Lord Mayor (J. H. Hargreaves, Esq.) ; 
after the parade the Battalion marched to the City Hall where 
the men were regaled with a substantial repast provided by the 
late Lord Nunburnholme (Lord Lieutenant of the East Riding) 
and other gentlemen; on this occasion Corporal R. White, of 
the 2nd Battalion, was decorated by Lord Nunburnholme, on 
behalf of His Majesty the King, with the Distinguished Conduct 
Medal. 
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In November, Capt. J. H. Coles handed over the Adjutancy 
to Capt. E. S. Wade and returned to the front to the B.E.F. 

The Recruit Companies of the Battalion were moved from 
Hull to South Dalton Camp just before Christmas, 1915, under 
. the command of Major F. H. Lock; the story of this move is 
worthy of record. ‘To begin with, the order for the move came 
in the shape of a telephone message from the Headquarters of the 
Humber Garrison at 6.30 p.m. on the 21st December, which read 
as follows :—-“‘ Move to South Dalton to-morrow. No entraining, 
go by road and get there somehow.”’ A wet and gloomy morning 
saw the party “ getting there somehow ” after a hectic night of 
sorting and packing kit; all ranks were heavily laden and some 
recruits, who had only joined from Beverley three days before, 
were now carrying rifles and full equipment with 200 rounds of 
S.A.A. added! The road was hilly and muddy, while a steady 
drizzle persisted ; after a halt for refreshment in Beverley Market 
Place it was a very moist, dirty and weary party that entered 
South Dalton Camp after darkness had fallen ! | 

To meet the influx of “ Derby ” recruits in January, 1916, two 
more companies were formed consisting of men enlisted for labour 
and home service only; the former category were, however, 
transferred in the following month to Bradford and were called 
‘No. 1 Works Company, East Yorkshire Regiment.” 

In April, 1916, the Battalion was moved from Hedon to 
Withernsea to a hutted camp finally vacating all the billets and 
hired buildings in Hedon; in the same month the Recruit Com- 
panies moved from South Dalton Camp to a hutted camp at 
Hedon. For the winter months a detachment of the Battalion 
was stationed at Pocklington. 

Lieut.-Colonel Strickland Constable relinquished the command 
of the Battalion on 23rd June, 1916, and was succeeded by Lieut.- 
Colonel C. Etheridge, D.S.O., from the Reserve of Officers of 
the Royal Warwickshire Regiment ; this officer held the command 
for the rest of the war, and until demobilization was completed ; 
the battalion remained at Withernsea carrying on most efficiently 
its functions of receiving and training recruits and despatching 
drafts to the Regular Battalions of the Regiment until the 
Armistice and Demobilization. 


Tue 2/4TH Batration (T.A.). 


As mentioned in Chapter JIT, the 2/4th Battalion was formed 
in September, 1914, at Darlington, moving to Newcastle in 
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October and to Hull in the following month; while at Newcastle 
an “‘ Emergency ” composite battalion of trained men was formed 
under the command of Lieut.-Colonel Holdich (forming part of 
the Reserve York and Durham Brigade, T.A.); subsequently 
this unit was styled “‘ The 4th East Yorkshire Detachment of the 
York and Durham Battalion.” 

In February, 1915, this detachment was merged into the 2/4th 
Battalion and the whole unit, the majority of whose personnel 
was available for service overseas, concentrated at Darlington, 
where it formed part of the 2/1st Northumbrian Division (as it 
was then called). 

Lieut.-Colonel J. W. Springhall, D.C.M., who as Captain had 
been Adjutant of the 12th Service Battalion, was appointed to the 
command of the Battalion in July, 1915, and held it until June of 
the following year. 

In July, 1915, the Battalion was moved to Benton Camp, 
Cramlington, near Newcastle, where it remained until October ; 
for its winter quarters the Battalion was billeted firstly in New- 
castle and then at Retford, where it remained until November, 
1916. 

The Battalion, at full strength, embarked for the Bermudas 
in November, 1916, under the command of the late Colonel W. H. 
Land, V.D., at Devonport, in the steamer “ Metagama.” 

After a false start, the troop ship having to return owing to 
the presence of German submarines being reported, the voyage 
was resumed, the vessel being escorted by destroyers until well 
clear of the coast, and led by H.M.S. Drake, which latter accom- 
panied the “‘ Metagama”’ across; the voyage was uneventful 
and the battalion arrived at its destination without incident. 

On arrival in the Bermudas, the Battalion relieved a French- 
Canadian Battalion. General Sir George Bullock was the Governor 
when the East Yorkshires arrived, and he was very quickly appre- 
ciated by the officers and men, as he was a charming fellow and 
a good soldier. Shortly after the arrival of the Battalion, he was 
succeeded by Sir James Wilcocks, who always showed a keen interest 
in everything connected with the troops in the Bermudas, and 
being keenly interested in horses, saw to it that the officers made 
the most of the Government mounts. He or his A.D.C. organized 
tent-pegging, cross-country runs, race meetings, in all of which 
our officers took part, and which helped them to keep fit. 

On many occasions both the Governors that have been 
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mentioned expressed themselves as very well pleased with the disci- 
pline, work and gencral behaviour of the Battalion. The Battalion 
supplied several drafts of officers and men for France, and these 
did well. One of the officers, Capt. Harry Smith, eained the 
D.S.O., but unfortunately still suffers from severe wounds received 
in action. 

It would be too much to say that it was a crowded and busy 
life from a military point of view. The drills were limited to the 
cool hours in the summer time when the temperature was rather 
high and moist. In the winter time the climate was perfect. 
The men undoubtedly improved markedly in physique and were 
kept in training with football in the winter and cricket in the 
summer. 

The influenza epidemic at its worst visited the islands, and 
unfortunately a number of the men succumbed to the disease, in 
spite of the fact that hospital and convalescent facilities were 
ideal. 

It would not be fitting to close this little record without a 
few words testifying to the very excellent feeling between the 
Bermudians and the troops. The Bermudians were extremely 
friendly and did everything they could to make life pleasant. 
This was much appreciated by all the members of the Battalion. 

Apparently the object of having a battalion out in the Bermudas 
was to act as guard to the very important naval dockyard, estab- 
iished on one of the islands, Ireland Island. It was also mentioned 
as possible that the Bermudas might have been made the object 
of an attack by armed German merchant men reported to be 
about at that time. Trouble was also whispered with regard to 
the natives of some neighbouring islands. 

The Battalion returned to England in 1919 for demobilization. 


Tne 3/47 Bartation (T.A.). 


This Battalion was formed on 19th June, 1915, at Londes- 
borough Barracks, Hull, out of the recruits training for the 14th 
Battalion under the command of Major A. Easton, who had been 
wounded in [france at the Second Battle of Ypres; a nucleus of 
wounded officers and other ranks was available to assist the C.O. 
In about a fortnight an establishment of 800 all ranks was reached 
and the battalion was moved to the hutted camp at South Dalton 
just vacated by the 12th Service Battalion. Soon all ranks were 
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very busy training the recruits and preparing drafts for the B.E.F., 
the first of which was despatched to join the 1/4th Battalion at 
the end of August, 1915. 

In addition to the above functions the Battalion was given a 
definite rédle in the Defence Scheme for the coast of Yorkshire 
under the orders of the G.O.C., Humber Garrison. 

In April, 1916, the Battalion was moved to a hutted camp at 
Bedlington, Northumberland, and remained there until November 
of the same year. 

On the formation of the Northumbrian Reserve Brigade at 
Catterick Reserve Centre, the 3/4th Battalion East Yorkshire 
Regiment was transferred thither and continued its work of draft 
preparation until July, 1917, when it was moved to Hornsea, 
remaining there until the Armistice. 

During the above period the strength of the Battalion varied 
greatly, sometimes being as much as 3,000 with a large number of 
young officers; the constantly changing personnel was a source of 
great difficulty to the C.O. and his staff. 

Farly in 1918 a large number of A. IV boys was sent to the 
Battalion, the intention being to convert the Battalion into a 
Young Soldiers’ Battalion, but this project was subsequently 
cancelled. 

After the Armistice the Battalion was moved to Dalton Holme 
Camp to be gradually demobilized, its strength then being about 
1,800 men ; the unit was finally disbanded in April, 1919. 


Tue §tH (Cyciist) Batrarion (T.A.). 


The Battalion remained at Louth during the winter of I9gI4- 
191§ enduring considerable hardships, patrolling large sections of 
the coast in the vilest weather and in pitch darkness ; officers and 
men returned from night patrols of 7 or 8 hours at a stretch in 
a more or less exhausted state. 

In May, 1915, the Battalion was transferred from the Lincoln- 
shire to the Yorkshire coast with headquarters first at Withernsea 
and subsequently at Roos, the companies being scattered from 
Spurn Head to Bridlington. In January, 1916, the double com- 
pany organization was adopted, the Battalion being allotted to 
the North Section of the Defences of the Humber Garrison, in 
which it continued to perform arduous and exacting duties for the 
remainder of the War. 
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The Battalion was demobilized early in 1919, and on the 
reconstitution of the Territorial Army in the following year was 
disbanded and ceased to exist on the abolition of cyclist battalions. 


Tue gtu (Reserve Batration). 


This Battalion was formed at York on 7th November, 1914, out 
of the overflow of the 3rd (S.R.) Battalion at Hedon, with Lieut.- 
Colonel H. A. Moore, Indian Army, as its first Commanding 
Officer and Capt. A. R. Kino as Acting Adjutant ; within a week 
its strength rose to 10 officers and 1,100 other ranks. 

Originally intended to be a “‘ Service”’ Battalion, it was, with 
other units of Lord Kitchener’s “‘ 4th New Army,” turned into a 
Reserve Battalion in May, 1915, and called the “ gth (Second 
Reserve) Battalion East Yorkshire Regiment.”’ 

At the end of May, 1915, the Battalion moved from York to a 
camp near Harrogate, and soon after, Colonel E. A. F. Carter, 
from the rith Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers, took over 
command from Lieut.-Colonel Moore. In July a draft of 50 men 
was despatched to the 1st Battalion, followed by others princi- 
pally to the 6th, 7th and 8th Battalions, the total for the year 
(915 being 945 men. 

On ist September, tg15, the Battalion witha strength of 
about 100 officers and 960 other ranks, moved to Penkridge 
Bank Camp, Rugeley, Staffordshire. Between 1st January and 
31st August, 1916, 840 men were drafted overseas to join the 
Expeditionary Forces. 

On rst September, 1916, the strength of the Battalion was 
40 officers and 780 other ranks; on this date the Battalion was 
reorganized as the 7th Training Reserve Battalion and its immediate 
connection with the Regiment ceased. 


Tue 14TH (Locat Reserve) Batrarion. 


This Battalion was formed in August, 1915, in order to provide 
drafts for the roth, r1th, 12th and 13th Service Battalions (“‘ The 
Hull Brigade ”’) and started its existence at Whittington Barracks, 
Lichfield, under Lieut.-Colonel J. A. Cole as Commanding 
Officer; Capt. G. E. Turner, formerly bandmaster of the Ist 
Battalion, was Adjutant. 

In January, 1916, the Battalion was moved to Seaton Delaval 
near Newcastle, but was disbanded in the following August, its 
personnel being absorbed by the 3rd (S.R.) Battalion. 
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Tue 1§tun (Locat Reserve) Batrarion. 


This Battalion was formed in July, 1916, at Seaton Delaval, 
by taking two-and-a-half companies from the 14th Battalion. 
Lieut.-Colonel A. C. de Trafford, from the 16th Battalion, Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment, was appointed to the command, while 
the function of the unit was to train and despatch drafts to the 
12th and 13th Service Battalions, its recruits being provided 
from the “ Local Reserve Depot” at Hull and the Regimental 
Depot at Beverley; on formation the strength of the Battalion 
was 20 officers and 840 other ranks. 

The Battalion was disbanded in August, 1916, and its personnel 
absorbed by the 3rd (S.R.) Battalion. 


Tue 16TH (RESERVE) BATTALION. 


This Battalion appears never to have had any existence except 
on paper. It is believed the War Office issued orders for its 
formation and then abandoned the idea and cancelled them. 


Tue 17TH (Transport Workers) BAtTTALIon. 


It has been found impossible to obtain any particulars regarding 
this unit. 


THe 1st GARRISON BaTTALION. 


This Battalion was raised on 1st October, 1915, for special 
service in the tropics with Lieut.-Colonel R. Pole Stuart (late 
North Staffordshire Regiment) as Commanding Officer. 

Beginning its existence at Hillsborough Barracks, Sheffield, it 
was moved to Whittington Barracks, Lichfield, in November, 
1915, with a strength of ri officers and 550 other ranks. 

By February, 1916, the Battalion was fully up to strength, 
officered and equipped for service, and at the end of that month 
embarked for India and was stationed at Lucknow. Here it 
remained for the whole of the rest of the War, perfoming normal 
garrison duties. 

Owing to the disturbances in the Punjab and the outbreak 
of the Third Afghan War in 1919, the Battalion remained in 
India until the end of the year, when it was brought home for 
demobilization and disbandment. 
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THe 2ND GARRISON BATTALION. 


This Battalion was raised in April, 1916, at Hull under the 
command of Brevet-Colonel F. W. Whittal (late Indian Army) 
by taking detachments from the 1st Garrison Battalions of the 
East Yorkshire Regiment and the King’s Own Yorkshire Light 
Infantry. 

It was eventually transformed into a Labour Battalion. 


APPENDIX I. 


ROLL OF HONOUR. 


OFFICERS. 


LIEUTENANT-COLONELS. 


Benson, R. E. Stow, M. B. 
Coles, J. H., D.s.o. Strickland-Constable, F. C. 
Moore, H. G. A. Thomas, W. E., D.s.0., M.C. 


Shaw, G. H. 


Mayors. 


Blagbrough, G. S. Saunders, H. C. R., D.s.o. 
Campion, W. E. Theilman, C. E. 
Capper, G. W. Traill, C. B., m.c. 
Montgomerie-Fleming, J. B. Waite, C. W., p.s.o. 
Quibell, S. B. Warren-Swettenham, T. R. E. W. 
Ruthven, W. L. | 
CaPTAINS. 

Addy, J. C. Mills, T. H. L. 
Ashington, H. S. O. Nevill, W. P. 
Blake, N. P. Ottley, A. G. 
Bolton, G. W. Philip, K. 
Brooke, H. W. Pringle, N. D. 
Buckley, H. P. S. Ransom, R. E. C. 
Carlisle, R. Redfern, W. 
Carroll, W., Reeve, E. W.. M.c 
Cart de Laioni ie: A. E. C., M.c. Reynard, C. F. 
Case, A. R., M.Cc. Rice, B. N. 
Cattley, W., M.C. Robins, G. U. 
Cemery, A. F. Rodgers, A. S.C. 
Clark, W. S., M.c. Ruthven, Nos i oF 
Dugdale, D. Rutledge, if B. 
Easton, C., M.Cc. Sasse, F. H. 
Edwards, E. L. P. Saville, C. A 
Elmhirst, W. Sawyer, C. Q. 
Ewing, A. H., M.c. Snell, N. 
Farrell, B. Southern, T. W., M.c 
Field, F. M. Sprage, C. E. W. 
Garrett, H. F. Staveley, F. S. 
Gosset, R. F. Stockley, P. G. 
Habershon, L. O. Tatham, B. O. 
Heathcock, T. Taylor, C. P. 
Hill, L. G. Tonkin, F. C., D.S.0., M.C. 
Hind, F. Walker, E. W. 
Hinings, F. W. C. Walker, S. S. 
Holroyd, L. Wallace, R. 
Huntriss, C. J., M.c. Wallis, F. H. G. 
Ingleby, N. W. Wilkinson, O. C. 
Kennard, P. N. Willats, H. L. 
Lawrence, Le Wilson, A. H. 
Lecch, N. Wilson, E. S. 
Mariam, J. Wilson-Barkworth, K. A., M.c 
Marriott N. Wood, C. S. 
Maxwell, P. B. Woodmass, K. T. 
Millar, W. G. Young, G. W. 

LIEUTENANTS. 
Addyman, O. J. Bottomley, T. R. 
Allan, T. G. Clarke, C. G. 
Andrew, E. J. Clutterbuck, P. 
Andrew, F. Collcutt, P. M. B. 


Ball, H. Cosens, H. S. F. 
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LIEUTENANTS—continued. 


Coultas, T. B. Millar, H. T. 
Cowley, F. W., M.c. Morice, N. A. 
Crabtree, S. M. Palmer, D. W. O. 
Cracroft, R. B. Pease, M. R. 
Cubitt, B. B. Peregrine, J. P. P. 
Cutcliffe, J. Pierson, L. D. 
Dingle, A. J. Prichard, F. G. 
Dorman, A. G., M.c. Read, S. T. 
Elford, A. D. Reeder, E. 
Ellwood, F. J. Rerric, E. S., st.c. 
Farrell, A. Rishworth, J. 
Ferraby, R. Russell, C. 
Flintoff, R. A. Saillard, P, 
Frizoni, O. L. Saxelby, F. N. 
Furley, F. E. Scott, R. T. F. 
Garrett, H. F. Sheffield, H. W. 
Gatrell, R. J. H. Sissons, N. L. 
Gough, C. Southwell, F. EB. G. 
Gresham, J. F. Stamp, D. B. 
Gruminitt, J. R. Staveley, H. S. 
Hartert, J. C. Steele, A. J. 
Hayes, M. F. Stockham, T. A. C. 
Horrocks, J. (Hon. Lt. & Qm.). Tatton, E. H. 
Huggard, H. Tomey, D. S. 
Hutchinson, B. S. C. : Tuke, O. 
Hutchinson, L. G. Van Oppen, P. W. 
yaaa H. W. Vickers, N. 

alland, S. Watkins, R. N. 
James, R. F. Webster, H. S. 
Johnson-Stewart, C. G. Wheatley, R. V. 
Judge, C. H. Whittington-Ince, R. P., w.c. 
Knee, G. C. Wigfall, W. E. C., mic. 
Krog, E. J., .c. Wookey, G. R. P. 
Lewis, N. V. Wright, H. I. 
McReynolds, J. B. (Hon. Lt. & Qm). Wyatt, W. H. 
Mee, G. H. 


SECOND LIEUTENANT. 


Abbott, A. Charlton, E. H. 
Addey, G. Clapham, A. C. 
Alcock, R. A. Cleminson, R. 
Allchorn, E. W. Clift, M. H. 
Anson, S. E. Collen, N. O. 
Ashby, D. J. Cookson, B. 
Bailey, J. B. Cooper, H. L. 
Bambridge, H. L., m.c. Corrie, W. R. 
Banbury, R. F. Cowl, J. D. 
Barker, G. Cox, A. J. 
Barnett, T. W. Crane, R. H. 
Becker, R. H. Cranswick, G. 
Beechey, F. C. R. Crocker, F. G. 
Bell, H. Cuttle, G. W. 
Bibby, J. M. Dalton, H. M. 
Billing, J. Davie, F. 
Binning, A. H. Davis, O. M. 
Boncker, B. R. Dean, A. R. 
Boyle, C. C. Dean, H. 
Bowman, A. W. Diment, W. J. G. 
Brogden, F. N. Douglas, P. 
Brook, C. F. Drew, F. W. 
Brooke, C. Drewery, G. W. 
Brown, F. D. Drewett, C. 
Burbidge, H. C. Drewett, H. B. 
Burstall, A. Duguid, A. R. 
Burton, P. C. Eames, A. H. 
Butt, J. G. Earle, C. 
Buttery, W. Earle, W. A. 
Callard, S. E. Edwards, A. E. 
Canty, F. W. Edwards, C. 
Carew, C. J. T. Ekins, W. R. 
Carlton, W. F. Elliott, E. T. 
Carrall, J. E. Elrington, G. G. C, 


Chalmers, F. ‘ Elvin, S. J. 
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SECOND LIEUTENANTS—continued. 


Estridge, E. W. 


Geraghty, T. 

Giles, T. W. 
Goldthorpe, A. F. 
Grainger, J. H. 
Green, W. W. 
Green, N. W. 
Green, P. 
Gresham, G. 
Groves, E. 

Hall, J. F. A. 

Hall, J. S. 

Hamm, W. G., m.c. 
Harrison, J., v.c., M.c. 
ee R. 
Haswell, F. 
Hawkins, O. L 
Heathcoat, R. N. 
Hellyer, S. H. 
Hignett, W. R. 
Holmes, G. 
Holdroyde, J. S. 
Homersham, R. 
Hopkins, W. J. 
Horn, J. C. 
Hosken, W. 
Hough, T. B. D. 
Houghton, A. W. 
Hoult, A. 

Howe, R. E. 
Hoyle, W. 
Hubbert, F. S. W. 
Hutchinson, B., m.c. 
Hutchinson, I. 
Hutchinson, T. M. 
Ilingworth, F. 
Jackson, H. D., m.c. 
Jacob, G. 

Jalland, B. W. 
Jenner, G. R. 
Johnston, A. 
Jones, A. G. 

Keith, M. 

King, B. A. 
Kippax, A. H. 
Kirk, A. 

Laing, E. E. 
Lightley, A. 
Lindley, F. 

Livsey, E. C. 
Lofthouse, G. H. 
Lowrie, J. H. 
Macauley, G. C. G. 
McDermott, E., u.c. 
McIntyre, F. 
McIntyre, R. W., M.B.E. 
McKenzie, K. W. 
Major, C. B. 
Manley, G. S. 
Mansfield, G. S. 
Marshall, A. F. W. 
Meller, A. W. 
Micklethwaite, H. C. 
Mintoft, H. S. 
Mitchell, H. 
Moncrieff, C. G. C. 
Moore, P. 

Morgan, R. G. 


Morley, D. 
Morrison, R. M. 
Muir, H. 
Newman, J. S. 
Nicholson, R. R., .c. 
Nielson, W. C. 
Officer, A. V. 
Oliver, A. H. 
Oughtred, H. 
Pappa, A. F. 
Payne, H. D. 
Peer, E. F. 
Perry, C. W, 
Peters, A. 

Peters, G. 
Petersen, A. 
Phillips, W. H. S. 
Pinn, T. S., 

Price, W. 

Prince, F. H. 
Puddicombe, D. R. 
Purll, W. A. G. 
Rayner, H. 
Rendle, G. 
Richardson, F. A. 
Rippingille, F. A. 
Roberts, J. H. 
Robertson, H. H., me. 
Robson, S. 
Rosindale, H. 
Russell, F. G. 
Rutherford, W. M, 
Salmon, R. T. 
Samuel, G. S. 
Sanger, H. K. 
Sawdon, A. T. 
Sawyer, W. R. 
Scott, E. R. 
Shackles, K. G, 
Sieber, J. F. L. 
Simon, N. 
Skevington, W. P. 
Smith, A.C. V. 
Smith, P. C. J. 
Smith, W. A. H. 
Snowden, R. 
Southern, M. 
Spink, C. C. 
Stephens, N. B. 
Stevenson, G. A. 
Stringer, D. 

Tate, G. C. 
Taylor, R. N. 
Temple, J. H. 
Thornton, F. 
Townsend, T. 
Trier, N. E. 
Turner, D. F. 
Tyrrell, J. M. 
Tyrrell, L. A. H. 
Ullyott, C. 

Urry, R. A. 

Vale, A. W. 
Vivian, G. 
Waddington, W. C, 
Wadsworth, P. 
Wales, H. R. 
Walker, J. H. 
Walter, A. 

Ward, A. B. 


Watson, J. P. 
Watson, J. S. 
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SECOND Litutenants—continued. 
Watson, W. 


Watt, R.S. Vilson, R, Pp 
Watts, H. R. Wood, C. Pp. 
Webster, A.C. Wood, J. 


Webster, G. 4. 
Westerby, J. T. 


White, J. Ww, Yates, R, 
SUMMARY BY RANKS, 

Lieut.-Colonels si i - Pe a 24 Py 7 
Majors aig oy re ws is a “ YI 
Captains. . ve ee a bes ae 2% as 74 
Lieutenants ee — ey a se “iG os 80 
2nd Lieutenants 45 oh a ig see ak 231 

Tora, .. se ie d 403 


Sa — 
IST BATTALION. 


WARRANT OFFICERS AND Cotour-Serceants, 
No. Rank and Name, No. Rank and Name. 


ee 


772r AIC.S.M,. Birt, A. W. 5067 CSM. Rosewell, B. 
9423) C.OQO.M.S, Coates, R, 5075 C.S.M. Strain, W, 
7455) AICLSNE. Dale, Ho, Mow. 5231 C Set. Taaffe, W. 
4827 C.SM Davis, H., moc 
SERGEANTS AND Lance-Serceants. 
15954 Sergt. Allott, EB. ¢. 8247 L/Sergt. Johnson, W., p.¢.e 
13/1131 Sergt, Atkinson, G.E. 9498 L Sergt. Kill, G, F. 


9599 Sergt. Barnes, G, AL, MoM. 


723037 L Sergt. Lanksbury, P, 
42570 Seret. Bell, G, 


50005 A-Sergt. Ledger, M., MoM. 
7821 A'Segt. Bovlett, F, 34090 L Sergt. Linton, G. W, 
13/54 Sergt. Cannell, WLC, 28029 Sergt. Martin, W. H. 
15895 Sergt. Chalmers, J, S772 Sergt. McKay, W, 

3359 0 Sergt. Chapman, P. 1§Sg?7 L Scrgt. Morley, J. D. 
10555 Sergt. Clark, R. B., MoM. 9710 Sergt. Nash, C: 

9397) Arset. Collins, J. B, IS5NQ 0 Sergt, Newby, A. H. 
9636 Scret. Collver, T, So24 Seret. Nolan, J., D.C.M, 
28977 Li Sgt. Coupland, J. TTI38 0 Sergt. Palfremen, R, 


$2352) Seret. Cox, J. H. 30012) L Sergt. Perks, F, 

6425 Sergt. Desborough, G., D.C.M., Mo. 6650 Seret. Robinson, A, 
11/1038 Sergt. Deves, E, 9247  Sergt. Robinson, W, J. 
3/3552 Sergt. Dingle, W, S344 AjSergt. Saxh »G., 

9321 Sergt. Dippiec, kK, 3/0754 A/Sergt. Smai es, F, 

4980 A/Sergt. Dodsley, J 3/7399 Sergt. Smith, S. T. 
17469 -“Sergt. Donnelly, J. P., som, 54120 Sergt. Stein, W., an. 
13°77 Sergt. Doran, J. W., 225043 Sergt. Stephenson, O. 
50876 A;Serget. Eglen, H. W, 9329 A‘L Sergt. Stillwell, A. R. 

7923 Sergt. Edlis, H, 8070) Sergt. Tutt, A. 

31157 Sergt. Fewster, B, T2129) LScrgt. Vasey, H. H. 

9291 Sergt. Fidgett, V. H. 7524 A Sergt. Vause, R. 

6336 Sergt. Ford, E. 9102 Secret. Vickery, C. W. 

7087 Seret. Fortes, T. 8813 Sergt. Walsgrove, A.W, 

9577 Sergt. Frost, A. H., D.c.M, 9835 <A Scergt. Warrington, tT. 
3/6792 Scrgt, Gillespie, J. Ty'l0g Sergt, Waudby, A. 

8713 Sergt. Gromett, C, 9536 Sergt. Williams, J.C. 
28027 Sergt. Hall, W, 3/3017) Sergt,. Williams, Ww. 

220686 Sergt. Handley, G, 3/3873 Sergt. Winn, L. 
3/4394 Sergt. Helliwell, C. H. 6160 Secret. Winter, J. 

8597 Sergt. Hickson, F, W. 8881 A Sergt. Wood, G. W. 
50884 A’Sergt. Hurford, A., MoM. S286 Sergt. Wood, J. E., D.c.M, 
17210) Sergt. Hutchinson, E. J. H. 7701 Sergt, Woollatt, P., som. 

Corporas anp Lance-Corporats. 
11035 L'Corpl. Abbott, A. Too48  LCorpl. Barry, G. 
59714 Corpl. Archer, T, 31474 L‘Corpl. Barry, J. 
18483 A/Corpl. Appleton, H. H. 52738)  LCorpl. Baxter, R. 

9548 Corpl. Ball, W. J. 8172 L ‘Corpl. Beckett, G. H. 

7819 LiCorpl. Barnes, L, 30603 L./Corpl. Bird, M. E. 
31489 A/Corpl. Barr, W. 3/5814 L/Corpl. Blakey, H. A. 
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CorRPORALS AND Lance-Corporats—continued. 


Rank and Name. 


L/Corpl. Bland, S. 
Corpl. Bolton, J. W. 
Corpl. Bond, R. 
L/Corpl. Brabyn, W. A. 
L/Corpl. Brookes, E. W. 
Corpl. Brouse, W. H. 
L/Corpl. Brown, G. W. 
Corp]. Brown, T. 
L/Corpl. Brownrigg, P. J. 
L‘Corpl. Bumstead, H. 
Corpl. Burgun, <A. 
A/Corpl. Burland, D. J. 
L'Corpl. Cartledge, G. EF. 
L/Corpl. Charter, W. J. 
L/Corpl. Churchill, J. 
A:Corpl. Colgrave, C. 
Corpl. Coles, A. 

L/Corpl. Cook, C. H. 
Corpl. Cook, W., Mom. 
L/Corpl. Cooper, A. 
L/Corpl. Corris, H. 
L/Corpl. Cowley, J. T. C. 
L/Corpl. Cox, }. 

Corpl. Cross, S. 

L/Corpl. Crowther, J. H. 
L/Corpl. Curd, O. V., wom. 
L/Corp}. Curtis, S. H. 
L/Corpl. Daniels, W. 
L/Corpl. Davies, J. W. 
Corpl. Dawson, J. D. 
Corpl. De Fraine, C. N. 
I.;Corpl. Dewhurst, P. M. 
L:Corpl. Dick, H. 
J.;Corpl. Dimmack, T. 
L/Corpl. Driffill, G. H. 
L/Corpl. Dunn, A. 
L./Corpl. Dunn, J. 
A/Corpl. Dymock, W. 1D. 
L/Corpl. Eaton, H. 
L/Corpl. Ellis, A., p.c.. 
Corpl. Fairnell, J. 
Corpl. Farr, A. F. 

L/Corpl. Featherstone, G. A. 
L/Corpl. Feeley, F. 
L;Corpl. Ferns, ]. 

Corpl. Fisher, W. 

L/Corpl. FitzGerald, G. B. 
L/Corp!. Flowers, C. 

Corpl. Foulston, R. 
L/Corpl. Frean, G. F. 
Corp]. Gambles, E. 

A/Corpl. Garside, E. 
L/Corpl. Gear, A. 

A/Corpl. Giles, C. 

Corpl. Good, J. H. 

Corpl. Goodier, F. 

L/Corpl. Gray, J. 

L/Corpl. Grice, C. 

L/Corpl. Griffiths, T. 
L/Corpl. Hagues, W. H. 
L/Corpl. Hainsworth, G. H. 
L/Corpl. Hare, W. 

}./Corpl. Hargreaves, F. C. 
Corpl. Harrison, J. 

L/Corpl. Harvey, J. 

Corpl. Haydon, H. W. 
L/Corpl. Hayes, J. 

L/Corpl. Heddle, A. 


L/Corpl. Heppenstall, H., Mem. 


A/Corpl. Hill, W. A 
Corpl. Hogan, T. 
L/Corp]. Hogg, J. R; 
L/Corpl. Holmes, W. 


No. 


3/7678 


Rank and Name. 
orpl. Hopton, T. 
] orp! Horner, W. E. 
Corpl. Houlbrook, W. 
Corpl. Houlden, ¢ 
Corpl. Howell, E. P. 
I 
I 


Corpl. Howson, W. A. 
-/Corpl. Hunt, J 
A Corp! Hurd, W.. m.m. 
A/Corpl. Jackson, A 
1. /Corpl James, ] 
L/Corpl. James, W. 
L/Corpl. James, W. | 
L/Corpl. Johnson, a ee 
l./Corpl. Kaveney. J. W. 
L/Corpl. Kelly, ] 
Corpl. Kemp, J. 
L/Corpl. Kevill, J 
L/Corpl. Kingham. W 


> tf 


Cor] l. Laycoc k, W 
Corp]. Lemons, A 
L./Corpl. Lloyd, H 
L/Corpl. Lovell, E 
L/Corpl. Lowery, C. 
A/Corpl. Marrow, J. 
Corpl. Mates, W., wom 
L/Corpl. Matthews, S 
Corpl. McCracken, |. 
L/Corpl. McGann, J. 
L./Corpl. McGovern, T 
L Corpl. McGrab, F. E, 
Corpl. Merkin, R 
L/Corpl. Metcalfe, E. 
Corpl. Middleton, A 

Corpl. Milne, H 

L./Corpl. Moon, 7 

Corpl. Mundey, H 

Corpl Myers, €5- 5 
L/Corp]. Nicholson, W. 
L/Corpl. O'Dell, F. 

Corpl. Parker, C. E, 
A/Corpl. Partridge, A. W. 
L/Corpl. Pattison, J. W. 
L/Corpl. Payne, J. H. 
( 


orpl. Payne, S. 


A/Corpl. Plant, A. ¢ 
A/Corpl. Porter, C. W 
L/Corpl. Porterfield, 1 W 
L/Corpl. Potter, W. G. } 
Corpl. Poulson, H. J 
L/Corpl. Radford, S. | 
L/Corpl. Reay, ] 

Corpl. Rex, R. M 
L/Corpl. Roberts, H 
L/Corpl. Roberts, W. 


Corpl. Robertson, VW 
L/Corpl. Robinson, T. S. 
( 


\/Cor 

L/Corpl. Ruder. C. ¢ 

L ‘Corpl. Sackett, G. I 
L/Corpl. Scott, ] 

L/Corpl. Setterington J. A 
L /¢ orpl. Shields, J. W.. am. 


A/Corpl. Smith, H. 

Corpl. Smith, J. W., p.c.m. 
L/Corpl. Stewart, E. D. 
L/Corpl. Stubbs, W. 
L/Corpl. Taylor, H. 

Corpl. Teagle, A. 

A/Corpl. Thompson, C. 
Corpl. Thompson, W. E. 
Corpl. Toalster, ]. 
A/Corpl. Trow, R 


410 


No. 


3/6649 
21136 
9537 
6663 
3/7453 
31149 
13/1446 


31450 
38842 
37291 
41824 
12698 
18013 
10/479 
16230 
8565 
$9772 
17592 
21791 
38251 
30621 
205122 
IOI24 
21035 
30040 
31171 
29030 
10244 
7749 
6598 
14796 
36938 
205010 
29621 
37239 
31132 
23725 
220655 
16184 
41826 
5453 
7503 
19091 
20757 
29028 
27814 
1S04r 
37292 
7926 
7475 
39739 
18286 
10037 
10230 
12/1216 
31484 
17915 
39791 
22058 
42350 
29632 
50763 
13/1033 
29036 
41035 
18558 
33327 
$277! 
39736 
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CoRPORALS AND LANCE-CorRPORALS—continued. 


Rank and Name. No. 


L/Corpl. Tyler, A. 
Corpl. Usher, C. H. 


L/Corp]. Walshaw, W. 


L/Corpl. Welsh, T. 
L/Corpl. Wells, G. E. 


L/Corpl. Wilkinson, F. L. 
Corpl. Wilkinson, J. W. 


. Absalom, R. 


Ainley, A. 


. Akeroyd, J. W. 
. Alderson, E. 

. Alderton, B. 

. Aldred, J. W. 

. Alexander, W. H. 
. Alldritt, E. 

. Allen, H. F. 

. Allenby, G. 

. Amed, D. 

. Anderson, T. F. 
. Anderson, W. 

. Andrews, O. N. 
. Angus, W. A. 

. Applebee, F. 

. Appleby, A. 

. Appleby, A., M.M. 
. Appleton, H 

. Arch, H. 

. Archer, G. 

. Armitage, A. 

. Arinstrong, E. 
. Armstrong, F. 
. Armstrong, W. 
. Armstrong, W. 
. Arnold, C. 

. Arrand, C. 

. Artis, W. 

. Ash, W. 

. Ashmore, S. 

. Ashton, E. F. 

. Aspin, H. 

. Atkinson, A. 

. Atkinson, W. 

. Atkinson, F. 

. Atkinson, G. 

. Atkinson, W. T. 
. Audsley. E. H. 
. Austin, J. 

. Avison, C. 

. Backhouse, A. 
. Backhouse, I. 

- Badsley, J. 

. Bailey, A 

. Bailey, W. H. V. 
. Bailey, W. J. 

. Baines, J. 

. Raker, F. 

. Baker, T. 

. Ball, C. 

. Ball, F. 

. Ball, F. J. 

. BN, J.S. 

. Banks, G. 

. Banks, G. T. 

. Banks, H. 

. Banks, W. 

. Barber, R. 

. Bardsley, J. 

. Barker, G. S. 

. Barker, H. C. 


8805 
18606 
28254 

8830 
11213 
29715 


PRIVATES. 


52769 
31452 
7804 


Rank and Name 
L'Corpl. Wills, A. 
L/Corpl. Willsher, W. 
Corp]. Wilson, J. C. 
A'L/Corpl. Wiltshire, F. 
LiCorpl. Wragg, H. 
L‘Corpl. Young, R. 


Pte. Barker, 

Pte. Barlow, H. 
Pte. Barnes, A. H. 
Pte. Barnes, C. 

Pte. Barnes, E. 

Pte. Barnes, F. 

Pte. Barnes, J. 

Pte. Barney, J. 
Pte. Barraclough, G. 
Pte. Barrass, A. L. 
Pte. Barratt, A. 
Pte. Barrett, C. C. 
Pte. Barry, F. 

Pte. Barsby, B. 
Pte. Bartley, D. 
Pte. Bates, J. 

Pte. Bateson, H. 
Pte. Batho, L. 

Pte. Battersby, W. 
Pte. Bayes, H. 

Pte. Bayston, D. 
Pte. Beal, J. H. 
Pte. Beardsley, W. 
Ptc. Beauchamp, T. W. 
Pte. Beaumont, G. T. 
Pte. Beaumont, H. 
Pte. Beck, F. 

Pte. Beck, F. 

Pte. Beckett, W. 
Pte. Bedford, G. W. 
Pte. Bell, A 


Pte. Bell, J. R. 
Pte. Bell, W. E. 
Pte. Bennett, J. C. 
Pte. Bennett, W. 
Pte. Bennison, N. R. 
Pte. Benson, J. T. 
Pte. Beresford, T. 
Pte. Berridge, C. 
Pte. Bestford, R. 
Pte. Betts, G. 

Pte. Betts, J. F. 
Pte. Beverley, J. A. 
Pte. Bewley, [. 
Pte. Bhones, T. 
Pte. Bickers, F. 
Pte. Biggin, C. 
Pte. Billany, H. 
Pte. Binley, J. 
Pte. Binns, F. 

Pte. Birch, W. 
Pte. Bird, H. C. 
Pte. Bird, I. 

Pte. Bird, J. H. 
Pte. Birtles, J. M. 
Pte. Bishop, A. E. 
Pte. Bissick, J. 
Pte. Black, A. T. 
Pte. Blackett, J. 


No. 
30698 
31185 
3/5810 
17385 
18431 
220412 
33/1061 
8170 
7796 
13/55! 
Borg 
17838 
11333 
11438 
3/5946 
29623 
9758 
8002 
3/6628 
10290 
51590 
16572 
31520 
16006 
10/1260 
3/5616 
16755 
50708 
51591 
30627 
29035 
35018 
9763 
§1568 
13/1495 
31224 
17679 
13718 
7485 
30625 
37296 
42489 
41841 
52740 
30632 
3/6330 
21918 
42491 
9919 
29628 
201225 
35107 
Z1013 
24848 
28630 
9791 
11078 
41322 
42492 
16197 
18030 
201902 
7008 
3252 
14752 
7702 
$2709 
10561 
20054 
14694 
28988 
31057 
1853: 
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Rank and Name. No. 


. Blackett, J. S. 
. Blackman, S. 
. Blakeley, A. 

. Bland, R. 

- Bloor, J. 

. Boardman, W. M. 
. Boast, G. 

. Boddy, T. 

. Bolland, H. 

. Bolsover, G. H. 
. Bolter, A. M. 
. Bolton, T. W. 
. Bolton, T. 

. Bond, E. 

. Bond, J. 

. Bonds, G. 

. Bontoft, H. 

. Bontoft, J. 

. Boot, T. 

- Booth, A. 

. Borthwick, E. 
. Borthwick, T. 


. Bowskill, W. 

. Bowyer, N. H. 

. Boyes, W. 

. Boyle, G. L. 

. Bradley, G. D. 

. Bradley, i: P. 

. Bradley, 8. 

. Bradley, W. 

. Braithwaite, J. H. 
. Bramhall, J. 

. Bramley, 

. Brammer, F. 

. Branch, G. W. 

. Brant, W. H. 

. Bray, B. 

. Brearley, C. H. 
. Brennan, M. 

. Brewer, F. 

. Brewis, J. 

. Bricklebank, H. 
. Briggs, A. R. 

. Brignell, W. 

. Bristoe, J. G. 

. Broadley, H. 

. Brombey, T. 

. Brook, A. 

. Brooks, A. P. 

. Brooks, E. 

. Brooksbank, G. W. 
. Broom, J. J. 

. Brough, R. 

. Browell, E. 

. Brown, A. 

. Brown, E. 

. Brown, G. 

. Brown, G. W, 

. Brown, H. 

. Brown, H. 

. Brown, H. 

. Brown, {: 

. Brown, 
. Brown, W. 
. Brown, W. 
. Brown, W. O. 


a 
! 


223020 
7356 
30629 
39697 
17603 
3/7651 
30702 
29627 
31451 
6278 
3/2884 
41848 
19078 
14523 
3/6358 
42348 
42498 
10036 
27203 
220448 
7585 
31225 
759% 
18578 
7875 
31226 
29640 
8999 
30533 
31100 
15574 
§6848 
23984 
3/7062 
29040 
7452 
18889 
31156 
39595 
52211 
3/5397 
7876 
319059 
50074 
38627 
9340 
27882 
18136 
27208 
10210 
35998 
7797 
5912 
27822 
203999 
30038 
I7Oll 
7748 
15429 
7763 
42509 
51343 
7232 
39743 
9464 
13829 
30591 
70676 
27825 
52200 
54609 
ZI113 
18579 


Rank and Name. 


. Browning, P. J. 
. Brownley, G. 
‘ Brudencll, C. 
. Brumby, F. W. 
. Buck, W. 

. Buckley, G. H. 
. Bull, 
. Burchett, W. 

. Burgess, A. T. 
. Burgess, F. 

. Burke, J. 

. Burley, H. L. W. 
. Burlinson, J. 

. Burlinson, R. 

. Burns, M. 

. Burton, C. 

. Burton, R. 

. Buttery, J. 

. Button, H. 

. Buxton, K. 

. Byrne, J. 

. Byrom, J. 

. Calton, E. 

. Calvert, R. 

. Cameron, M. 

. Camm, C. R. 

. Campbell, S. 

. Camplin, J. H. 
. Capewell, W. H. 
. Carr, H 

. Carr, R. 

. Carr, W. A. 

. Carrington, E. 

. Carroll, P. 

. Carter, H.C. 

. Casey, W. J. 

. Casson, C. H. 

. Challons, C. 

. Chambers, H. 

. Champ, J. W. E. 
. Chantler, F. C. 
. Chapman, R. 

. Chapman, W. 

. Charlton, J. L. 
. Chatham, W. 

. Chatten, H. 

. Chick, W. 

. Chidlow, A. 

. Child, H. 

. Chippendale, J. 
. Christien, A. 

. Chuck, F. 

. Clapp, F. 

. Clare, G. 

. Clark, E. 

. Clark, J. 

. Clark, W. 

. Clark, W. H. 

. Clarke, C. 

. Clarke, R. 

. Clarkson, S. 

. Clarkson, T. A. 
. Clay, H. 

. Clay, T. H. 

. Clayton, K. A. 
. Clayton, T. 

. Clemenson, A. 

. Clements, A. 

. Clements, A. E. 
. Close, G. L. 

. Coates, A. 

. Coates, T. 

. Cockin, F. 


.C. 


4tl 
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No. Rank and Name. No. , Rank and Name. 
22643 Pte. Cockercl, E. 15762 Pte. Dawson, C. N. 
51596 Pte. Cockroft, G. H. 30643 Pte. Dawson, G. 

7444 Pte. Colbridge, A. 22071 Pte. Daykin, H. 

7866 «Pte. Cole, G. E. 42355 Pte. Dean, W. F. 

6817. Pte. Coleman, J. P. 8039 ©Pte. Dearing, H. 

13/1184 Pte. Collingwood, J. J. 7692 Pte. Dearing, H. 
3/5947. Pte. Collins, J. 8153 Pte. Dease, J. G. 
31504 Pte. Colquhoun, A. 6944 Pte. Deeming, H. 
17431 Pte. Concannon, D. 31453 Pte. Delver, P. 
21958 Pte. Coney, H. 15385 Pte. Dennis, S. 
31044 Pte. Cook, A. 30057. Pte. Denton, F. 
192co. Pte. Cook, A. W. 7456 Pte. Denton, T. 
15839 Pte. Cook, G. 11323 Pte. Devaney, T. 
18241 Pte. Cook, H. 3:6807. Pte. Dewick, A. J. He 
1or41 Pte. Cook, J. C. 13192 Pte. Dickenson, R. 
31091 Pte. Cook, i. 56886 Pte. Dixon, N.M. 
31061 Pte. Cooney, T. 29044 Pte. Dixon, S. 

12'91 Pte. Cooper, A. E. 27828 Pte. Dixon, W. 
24690 Pte. Cooper, G. W. 10160 Pte. Dixon, W. 

8283 Pte. Cooper, J. 203566 Pte. Dixon, W. 

842§ Pte. Cooper, J. 14999 Pte. Dodds, E. 
12188 Pte. Cooper, L 8106 Pte. Dodsley, G. H. 
17859 Pte. Cooper, J. A. 3/6466 Pte. Done, T. 

9222 Pte. Cooper, W. 6910 Pte. Donohae, W. 
42513 Pte. Cooper, W. 16838 Pte. Doughty, J. A. 
14918 Pte. Cornish, R. 204196 Pte. Downes, A. C. 
159704 Pte. Cotterill, J. 20605 Pte. Downing, W. H- 
29990 “Pte. Cotton, H. 18524 Pte. Downs, G. F. 
42315 Pte. Coulson, J. T. 51598 Pte. Dowson, J. G. 
17656 Pte. Coultass, E. 50699 Pte. Drew, G. A. 
10189 Pte. Coultass, W. E. 23858 Pte. Drewery, A. 
10857. Pte. Coupland, E. 3/6407. Pte. Dring. H. 
§1656 Pte. Coverdale, E. 16231 Pte. Drv, A. H. 


17013 Pte. Cowans, T. 
3/7697. Pte. Cowley, G. A. 
3/3700 Pte. Cox, D. N. 
255834 Pte. Cox, G. W. 
16041 Pte. Coxon, J. 
52137. Pte. Cozzo, L. 


18646 Pte. Duggan, M. 
31126) «©Pte. Dwyer, W. 

7448 Pte. Dye, T. H. 
203974 Pte. Edgerton, L. 
10685 Pte. Edwards, J. J. 
) : 22109 Pre. Edwards, J. 
3/6155 Nes ee oe H 29653 Pte. Edwards, T. 
oe ae ae co} Dre. Edwards, W. 
42397 Pte. Crisp, W. G. a ta Elgee. J Ww 
14593 Pte. Crombie, J. C. 26635 Pte. Elis. € er 
31144 Pte. Crooks, H. 30059 Pte. Ellis. E. 
23978 Ete. Cropper, W. E. nico. Tite. Lilie. G. 
30642 Pte. Cross. T. W. 317462 Pte. Ellis, T. 
Boe Es “118% Pte. Ellison, R 
30085 te. Crossicy, A. E See ala we 
30639 ©Pte. Crossman, A. 15928 Pte. Elson, W. E. 


10306 Pte. Cruddas, T. K. a as 
paced oe ee a 31509 Pte. Emerson, J. Wo 

ie Pte. Cullev J 3/5412 Pte. Emmerson, Cc. WW. 

3/6415 Pte. Cummings, F. &. ne ae aa a G. 

30771 Pte. Cummings, S. IS soe ie . 

18485 Pte. Cummings, W. H. gout c. Evans, fh. 

30030 Pte. Curzon, F. 30720 Pte. Fairbank, E. 

3/5408 Pte. Cussons, J. 2) as ae H. 

36407. Pte. Cutmore, R. 3/0297 Bie a ove ' 

42436 Pte. Cutting, EF. on eay - ay ‘: “ 

42396 Pte. Cutting. H. S. 1S 48r ae farrell, ke. 

56821 Pte. Dailey, J. C. 230%9 Pte. Farrow, A, 

10/1173 Pte. Dakin, M. J. 17467 Pte. Fearn, W. 

29649 Pte. Dance, A. rrirs Pte. Featherstone, Cs 
9782 Pte. Daniels, T. 42533 Pte. Featherstone, W. 
2802 Pte. Darnell, R. onal Pte. se FE. i 

40994 Pte. Davey, A. 20947 Pte. Fel _C.H. 

31527 Pte. Davidson, A. 29887 Pte. Fenn, T. F. 

205264 Pte. Davis, F. W. 31128 Pte. Fenton, J. 
g17t Pte. Davis, C. 41437 Pte. Fenton, M.T 

s0721 Pte. Davison, J. §1623 Pte. Fenwick, G. 

6440 Pte. Davison, J. W.- 30030 Pte. Ferguson, J. 


No. 
97090 
18582 
220408 
31456 
2OIOIS§5 
3/5492 
200957 
17948 
3/6178 
7423 
31501 
220467 
0939 
6705 
6255 
18508 
18539 
31177 
6307 
8428 
36940 
3/5204 
3,6103 
42537 
3,0017 
IOI21 
8847 
29055 
205779 
35140 
27958 
g256 
Qit4 
10242 
1007 
1781§ 
28990 
17946 
315390 
27833 
17765 
51634 
12605 
35215 
25098 
21974 
392603 
38377 
25171 
17355 
51352 
15697 
29949 
31595 
16956 
3/6306 
7495 
39356 
§2782 
31240 
10208 
31116 
8387 
10/1267 
8600 
10068 
220469 
13/114 
13/1126 
225574 
29048 
205§329 


Pte. 
Pte. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
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PRIVATES —continued. 
Rank and Name. No. 
Ferns, S. G. 12030 Pte. 
Fiddler, S. 13,774 Pte. 
Field, N. 52715 Pte. 
Field, W. 3;6227 Pte. 
Fielding, H. 17691 Pte. 
Findlay, F. 7834 =Pte. 
Fisher, W. 29657 Pte. 
Fitzgerald, A. 220479 Pte. 
Fitzjohn, J. 43439 ©Pte. 
Flack, A. J. 0655 Pte. 
Flannigan, P. WS221 Pte. 
Fleming, H. 15255 Pte. 
Fletcher, R. 3/6590 Pte. 
Flowers, W, J. 2742 «Pte. 
Float, C. 3/5706 Pte. 
Fodden, G. H. 7335 Pte. 
Ford, A. 10074 Pte. 
Forrest, G. S. 9830 «Pte. 
Foster, A. 3/6931 Pte. 
Foster, J. 50780 Pte. 
Foster, W. 15248 Pte. 
Foston, G. 3/5637 Pte. 
Foston, J. 7474 Pte. 
Fowler, F. 7511t Pte. 
Fowler, F. 23122 Pte. 
Foxcroft, W. B. 19715 Pte. 
Francis, F.C. 7374 «Pte. 
Franks, J. 17734 «Pte. 
Freeman, H. 41633 Pte. 
Freeman, J. 13/347 Pte. 
Freeman, R. M. 42358 Pte. 
French, E. G. 19328 Pte. 
Funge, C. 39960 =Pte. 
Galloway, T. §1603 Pte. 
Gardner, H. 3/3775 Pte. 
Garforth, H. 29976 Pte. 
Garnett, G. 51574 Pte. 
Garrett, J. 51576 Pte. 
Garton, T. 51575 Pte. 
Gerraghty, T. 30063 Pte. 
Gibbon, S. 15673 =~Pte. 
Gibbon, E, 6So2 Pte. 
Giblin, P. 22698 Pte. 
Graibson, A. P, 40807 Pte. 
Gibson, D. J. 10234 Pte. 
Gibson, H. §2719 Pte. 
Gibson, J. W. 7269 «Pte. 
Gibson, W. 8926) Pte. 
Giddings, R. 19412 Pte. 
Gilday, V. 7514 Pte. 
Gilks, S. I. M. 7421 Pte. 
Gill, J. T. 3/6183 “Pte. 
Gill, S. 13/1257 Pte. 
Gilluley, J. 7932 «Pte. 
Gillvon, B. 52087 Pte. 
Glasby, F. 7953 Pte. 
Glossop, G. 3/5938 Pte. 
Glover, F. W. 8121 Pte. 
Goaten, G. 33332 Pte. 
Goddard, J. W. 42596 Pte. 
Godfrey, J. 31133 «Pte. 
Goldstone, M, 21595 Pte. 
Goodchild, W. 17741 Pte. 
Goodill, G. 10174 Pte. 
Gosling, C. 30051 Pte. 
Gosling, J. 202862 Pte. 
Gott, W. 31842 Pte. 
Goulding, H. 8208 Pte. 
Goundrill, D. 17458 Pte. 
Graham, D., 3/6890 Pte. 
Grant, J. 11080 _ Pte. 


Grant, M. 


Appendix I. 


41822 


Pte. 


Rank and Name. 
Grantham, J. 
Gray, G. W. 
Gray, J. H. 
Gray, R. 

Gray, W. 
Greaves, W. S. 
Green, F. 
Green, G. 
Green, W. L. 
Gregory, H. 
Gregory, T. 
Griftin, E. 
Grittin, W. 
Grime, F. H. 
Grogan, W. 
Grover, W. A. 
Grubb, A. A. 
Gurney, C. W. 
Hague, K. 
Hague, W. 
Hales, J. 

Haley, J. 

Hall, B. 

Hall, H. FE. 
Hall, J. 

Hall, J. 

Hall, J. S. 

Hall, M. 
Hammond, A. 
Hamshaw, J. A. 
Hardbattle, D. D. 
Hardisty, T. 
Hardy, F. 
Hardy, R. W. 
Hargreaves, A. 
Harney, R. W. 
Harper, H. 
Harper, J. 
Harper, J. 
Harris, A. 
Harris, J. 
Harris, J. D. 
Harrison, A. R. 
Harrison, E. 
Harrison, f. 
Harrison, J. 
Harrison, J. 
Harrtson, R. 
Hart, J. E. 
Hartley, A. 
Hartley, C. H. 
Hartley, E. 
Hartley, G. 
Harvey, N. 
Harvey, P. 
Hawkes, P. 
Hawksley, A. 
Hawxwell, F. 
Haves, S. 
Haykin, H. 
Haythorne, G. 
Haywood, I. 
Hazcltine, H. 
Heap, S. 
Heathorn, W. C. 
Hebblethwaite, W. 
Hedley, W. 
Heeney, A. 
Heller, E. J., D.c.m. 
Helhiwell, J. 
Henderson, D. 
Henderson, D. A. 
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Pte 


Pte. 
Pte. H 
Pte. 
Pte. J] 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. J 
Pte. 
Pte. J 
Pte. J 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. J 
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PRIVATES—continyed. 

No. Rank and Name. | No. 

27412 Pte, Heppell, R, 68 
31330 Pte. Hepworth, H. teal 
13/T105 Pte. Heselwood, R. E. 3/7180 
16478 Pte, Hetherington, WwW. 50797 
7793 ——~Pte. Hewitt, k. 10145 
33055 Pte. Hick, J, 204256 
39678 Pte. Higgins, A. W. 17400 
7553 =Pte. Higgins, M. 30656 
7197 Pte. Hildrew, S, 12/347 
52197 Pte. Hill, H. S241 
1235 Pte. Hilton, E. 18031 
7758 Pte. Hinchliffe, G. H. 220623 
7730) «Pte. Hipkiss, JE. 21007 
59770) =6Pte. Hirst, R. 18518 
28992 Pte. Hirst, W. 52785 
42557 Pte. Hirst, W. 31147 
42558 Pte. Hoare, R. J. 31236 
25153 Pte. Hobson, A, 21755 
3/5982 Pte, Hockless, H. 39701 
9356 Pte. Hodges, C. 29691 
8:29 Pte. Hodgson, A, 33536 
51709 Pte. Hodgson, A. 31027 
16907 Pte. Hodgson, D. 28983 
17658 Pte. Hodgson, W. 3/S921 
51572 Pte. Hodson, H, 7619 
29050 Pte, Hoe, S. E. 41811 
59758 Pte. Hogan, J. A. 7622 
30023 Pte. Hogbin, M. 29688 
17506 Pte. Holbrook, W, H. 31069 
9997 Pte. Holden, A. 3/5526 
31S: Pte. Holden, H, 7121 
3003: Pte. Holder, H. E. 9780 
37308 Pte. Holdroyd, G. S. 29687 
8149 Pte. Holdsworth, A. 3/6849 
10294 Pte. Holgate, C. V. 30789 
8636 Pte. Holland, A, T, 27842 
8644 Pte. Holley, J. 31237 
16928 Pte. Hollins, F, 51356 
3005: Pte, Holmes, A. H. 51887 
37308 Pte. Holdroyd, G. S. 8593 
29067 Pte. Holmes, T, 39888 
14035 Pte, Hopkins, T, 40818 
36856 Pte. Hornsby, J. E. 7293 
42566 Pte. Horridge, W, F, 26941 
3148: Pte. Horton, W. J. 21930 
6800 Pte, Hough, W. 6784 
29672 Pte. Howard, C, 51893 
10180 Pte, Howard, J. 7997 
18075 Pte. Howard, L, 9051 
204255 Pte. Howard, V. 1§712 
11453 Pte. Howard, W. 3/0142 
3/5537 Pte. Howourth, H. H. 13/452 
42405 Pte. Howlett, H. 10175 
29053 Pte. Howsley, P, 51358 
7368 Pte. Hoyland, T. 27314 
TSTIY Pte. Hubery, H. 27870 
7634 Pte. Hudson, A, 18538 
3/6424 Pte. Hudson, A 8234 
7956 Pte. Hudspeth, S. 204212 
IOr42 Pte. Huley, T. L. 52786 
19930 =Pte. Hull, Ww. 18652 
3518 Pte. Hume, I. 10/120 
27869 «Pte. Hunt, R. ae 14640 
Igt72 Pte. Hunt, T. G. 26904 
51353 Pte. Hunter, A. 10195 
12393 Pte. Hunter, A, 42463 
51635 Pte. Hunter, G. §2186 
17683 Pte, Hunter, Jj. 21740 
20136) = Pte, Hunter, T. 3/6281 
37050 Pte, Hurden, C, R. 39715 
15037 Pte. Hutchinson, E. 7668 
30706 Pte, Hutton, E. J. 19534 


Rank and Name. 


- Hutton, G. T. 
Hutton, J. 
ynes, J. D. 
Inglis, R. D. 
ronmonger, E. 
Izzard, T, H. 
Jackson, A, 
ackson, J. 
Jackson, W. C. 
agger, W. 
ameson, W. 
Jeficock, A. E. 
Jefferson, T. W., Mom. 
Jeffery, F. 
Jennings, W. A. 
esson, G. N, 
- Jessop, A. E. 

Jessop, F, 

Jessop, H. 
- Jewitt, J. 

Job, T. 
- Johnson, A. W. 

Toe E. S, 
- Johnson, G. 
- Johnson, J. 
- Johnson, J. 
- Johnson, J, 
- Johnson, ds 
- Johnson, J. 
- Johnson, L. 
- Johnson, P. 
- Johnson, T, 
- Johnson, W. 
- Johnstone, R. C. 
- Jones, D. W, 
- Jones, F. v. 
. Jordan, G. H, 
: eee L. 


H. 
T. 


. Kitcher, D. 
- Knaggs, F. H. 


Lancaster, W. 
Land, R. W. 
- Langton, A. 
Langton, J. 
- Lathigee, ‘A. 


No. 


51365 
15629 
31255 
14955 
§1257 
19063 
38324 
17914 
23957 
30857 
10093 
31239 
10262 
31032 
50803 
18479 
3/5670 
29695 
37060 
22091 
BZI1I5 
18462 
29916 
26332 
30093 
25592 
3315 
31169 
7162 
19127 
31193 
51360 
18495 
§2110 
16854 
29694 
51606 
31154 
35124 
8674 
19180 
220617 
52747 
50664 
51896 
28562 
§2218 
19611 
22127 
694% 
8104 
19178 
13/1148 
10268 
27345 
360815 
42364 
39315 
22009 
16527 
8218 
10082 
7398 
39293 
9070 
30038 
22741 
28960 
33318 
42363 
16106 
33317 
14408 
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PrivaTES—continued. 


Rank and Name. 


. Laverty, J. G. 
. Lavery, A. 


. Lawrenson, F. J. 
. Laws, N. 

. Laycock, F. 

. Leaper, P. 

. Lee, E. D. 

». Lee, J. 

. Lee, J. A. 

. Leftley, J. 

. Leng, D. 

. Leonard, F. W. 

. Leonard, T. 

. Levick B. 

. Levitt, A. 

. Lewis, J. 

. Lewis, T. R. 

. Leyman, E. 

. Lickley, L. F. 

. Liddle, A. 

. Lilburn, J. H. W. 
. Lilley, H. 

. Lilley, H. 

. Lilley, T. 

. Lilley, T. 

. Linley, A. 

. Linton, W. E. 

. Lister, A. 

. Lister, J. 

. Little, S. 

. Littleworth, H. 

. Lockwood, A. 

. Loft, A. J. 

. Logan, J. 

. Lord, H. J. 

. Lotherington, J. W. 
. Lowden, R., M.M. 
. Lowe, F. W. 

. Lowery, J. 

. Lowes, W. 


. Lyons, J. T. 

. Lythe, R. W. 

. Maddox, J. 

. Mallett, G. 

. Mann, C. 

. Mann, J. 

. Manning, J. 

. Manderville, O. 
. Marchbanks, A. E. 
. Marsden, R. C. 
. Marsden, S. 

. Marsh, F. W. 

. Marshall, D. 

. Marshall, J. 

. Marshall, J. E. 


. 


. Marsters, R. 
. Martin, E. 

. Martin, E. 

. Mason, C. J. 
». Mathison, A. 
. Mathison, W. 
. Matthews, A. 
. Matthews, A. F. 
. Matthews, E. 
. Matthews, T. 
. Maude, G. 


| No. 


22695 
8404 
7478 
9890 
8508 

3/5716 
8IgO 

14620 

19354 

39554 
6998 

31241 

31038 

16212 

$2749 

13128 

30021 
7978 

3/6794 
10372 
51366 

205050 

10300 

29062 
8457 

16750 
56836 
III§2 
5999 
17758 
22144 
39709 
30069 
8499 
7831 
51909 
19673 
8894 
50809 
10346 
3/7050 
7413 
55034 
§0609 
23491 
39752 
51902 
38450 
31190 
39727 
12/929 
50880 
17826 
30788 
10065 
52748 
8592 
7946 
205033 
51373 
39734 
1099! 
§2700 
19471 
39760 
52508 
30662 
10092 
3/6112 
§19g12 
9723 
220474 
16362 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
. McLoughlin, P. J. 
. McMahon, J. 

. Mead, A. G. 

. Mead, W. 

. Mellor, H. 

. Mellor, J. 

. Melody, M. 

. Mence, A. 

. Mennom, B. 

. Mercer, J. 

. Metcalfe, J. 

. Middlemas, J. 
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Rank and Name. 


May, E. 
May, J. ] 
May, R. 
McArthur, A. 
McCarthy, A. J. 
McCarty, J. 
McConville, E. 
McCulloch, W. 
McGuigan, P. 
McHugh, W. E. 
McIntyre, J. 
McKay, W. 
McKie, J. A. 
McKay, J. 
McLaren, R. W. 
McLean, W. 
McLoughlin, J. 
McLoughlin, M. 


oo . 


es! 


. Middleton, H. 
. Middlcton, 
. Middleton, J. H. 
. Middleton, J. J. 
. Middows, G. L. 
. Midgclev, W. 
. Miles, H. 

. Mill, W., ae.at. 
. Millen, G. R. 
. Miller, A. 

. Minshall, J. 

. Molloy, T. 

. Moody, J. T. 
. Moore, A. 
. Moore, A. 
. Moore, C. 
. Moore, H. 
. Moore, R. 
. Moran, F. 
. Mordecai, H. H. 
. Morfitt, G. 

. Morris, G. H. 

. Morris, J. 

. Morris, O. 

. Morton, J. 

. Moscrop, E. 

. Mosdell, A. 

. Mosdell, W. G. 

. Mossman, F. 

. Mossom, A. O. 

. Mowforth, F. 

. Mowforth, J. 

. Muldon, 
. Mulvey, 
. Murrain, 


J. 
is 


W. 


. 
C. 


. Myers, A. 

. Mvers, G. W. 
. Myers, R. H. 
. Nalton, J. 

. Necdham, J. 

. Neilson, W. 


No. 

50695 
9525 
§1579 
9735 
170600 
11286 
30667 
18519 
35825 
390555 
$0608 
22006 
279389 
3/6130 
12490 
16202 
310743 
3918 
8763 
10084 
§1654 
21987 
3/6712 
3.5399 
3/0105 
42410 
7316 
3/6358 
9537 
8439 
31075 
39273 
10069 
205446 
26959 
30778 
27993 
16857 
3/7441 
21660 

3007 
1553! 
37318 
3/5940 
17O8r 
31201 
33343 
17440 
7845 
3/6140 
23663 
39979 
30775 
200598 
220612 
13/1475 
27880 
§1930 
7790 
1goor 
31103 
S009 
26611 
30087 
16751 
29709 
200129 
13799 
8382 
10263 
30710 
35066 
204278 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pre. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
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PrivaTEsS—continued. 


Rank and Name. No. 
Nelson, J. R. 19632 
Nelson, L. H. 7998 
Nesbitt, S. QS0§ 
Nessworthy, R. R. 3.6096 
Newcombe, E. 12250 
Newmarch, H. 24845 
Newsome, M. 7563 
Newton, J. W. 8124 
Nevlon, J. T. §5278 
Nicholson, T. H. 52725 
Nicklin, H. §2727 
Nightingale, L. 44071 
Noble, F. 19275 
Nolan, E. 31140 
Nolan, W, 42449 
North, E. 39324 
North, G. rire | 
Oates, H. 35987 
O'Brien, M. J. 26906 
O'Brien, P. 22505 
O'Connor, D. §0676 
Oldham, F. M. 19040 
O'Mara, T. 9440 
O'Neill, J. 9337 
Orr, J. F. g7%4 
Orris, C. F. 29901 
Osborn, M. ° 3/6248 
Osborne, L. 10042 
Osborne, W. 27886 
Ottewell, T. J. 50739 
Overton, T. 50678 
Owen, H. 220443 
Owen, H. 220414 
Owen, R. 29983 
Oxtoby, G. W. 7342 
Oyston, R, 220452 
Page, F. 30014 
Page, W. T. 7741 
Palmer, EF. 3/6571 
Parker, F. J. 16667 
Parker, G. 9550 
Parkin, E. 31205 
Parkin, F. 7940 
Parkin, H. 14731 
Parkin, W. gaz 
Parkins, C. g610 
Parkinson, E. C. 17732 
Parrott, J. 3/6076 
Parrott, H. 9737 
Pashley, A. 3938 
Pashley, W. 8530 
Patrick R. 204251 
Patterson, R. 204245 
Pattison, W. 3/6518 
Paull, S. G. 16581 
Payne, J. H. 3/0741 
Pea, A. 18564 
Peake, J. 8135 
Pearce, F. 205090 
Pearee, J. C. 30711 
Pearson, A. J. 51580 
Pearson, J. 3/5811 
Pearson, S. 10109 
Peatson, E. 11394 
Pecke, A. E. 3/6080 
Pengilley, N. J. 27894 
Penter, N. 26555 
Perry, R. 25247 
Petch, J. A. 220074 
Phillips, C. A. 36833 
Phillips, F. H. 9221 
Pickles, H. 19368 
Piggott, J. 27847 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Rank and Name. 
Pinder, A. 
Platten, G. D. 
Pleasance, A. 
Pointer, T. 
Pollard, E. 
Ponderson, R. B. 
Pottage, E. 
Potter, A. 
Potter, A. E. 
Potts, J. R. 
Potts, R. R. 
Powell, J. B. 
Powell, T. 
Powell, W.N. 
Prestage, H. 
Price, G. 

Price, J. H. 
Prime, F. J. 
Pritchard, J. H. 
Pulford, J. 
Purcell, W. E.G. 
Purdy, T. 
Putland, W. E. 
Pye, A. G., MM, 
Quaid, C. E. 
Radford, J. E. 
Ralph, A. 
Ramsden, E. 
Randall, J. 
Rangeley, L. 
Rapson, W. M. 
Ratcliffe, P. 
Raweliffe, T. H. 
Raynham, C. H. 
Redshaw, W. 
Reed, F. 

Reed, J. 

Rees, A. G. 
Reid, H. 
Rennoldson, R. L. 
Rewston, J. T. 
Reynolds, D. 
Rhodes, A. 
Richards, T. H. 
Richardson C. H. 
Richardson, R. C. 
Richardson, R. H. 
Richardson, T. 
Riches, W. 
Riley, G. 

Riley, S. 

Riley, W. G. 
Rimmington, C. 
Ringwood, G. 
Robe, F. 
Roberts, G. F. 
Roberts, H. P. 
Roberts, W. 
Robertshaw, P. 
Robertson, G. 
Robertson, G. 
Robinson, A. 
Robinson, D. J. 
Robinson, H. 
Robinson, J. 
Robinson, R. 
Robinson, W. H. 
Robson, G. W. 
Robson, S. 
Robson, W. J. 
Roe, H. 

Rogers, A. C. 
Roginson, E. 


PrivaTes—continued. 

Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
Pte. Rooks, F. 10/748 Pte. Smelt, J. 
Pte. Roscblade, E. 28012 Pte. Smith, aA. 
Pte. Rossington, S. 28o0rr Pte. Smith, A. 
Pte. Rothery, J. 7581 Pte. Smith, A. 
Pte. Routledge, J. T. 36412 Pte. Smith, A. 
Pte. Rowe, J. 3/0342 Pte. Smith, C. A. 
Pte. Roydhouse, C. J. 3/5840 Pte. Smith, F. 
Pte. Rudderforth, F Ww. 1o100 «©=Pte. Smith, G. 
Pte. Rusholme, J. H. 18305 Pte. Smith, G. 
Pte. Russon, A. W. 36868 Pte. Smith, G. 
Pte. Ruston, F. 31153 Pte. Smith, G.A. 
Pte. Rutherford, H. 39895 Pte. Smith, G. F. 
Pte. Ryan, W 7961 Pte. Smith, G. H. 
Pte. Ryman, S. R. 201538 Pte. Smith, H. W. 
Pte. Rymer, J. F. 3/5998 Pte. Smith, }: 
Pte. Salmon, J. W. 3/633% Pte. Smith, J. 
Pte. Salt, J. 6671 Pte. Smith, J. 
Pte. Sampson, A. 30728 Pte. Smith, S. 
Pte. Sanders, F. 51948 Pte. Smith, T. 
Pte. Sanders, F. C. §195r Pte. Smith, T. W. 
Pte. Sanderson, G. 11305 Pte. Smith, V. 
Pte. Sandwell, E. 16753 Pte. Smith, W. 
Pte. Saunby, R. E. 6680 Pte. Smith, W. 
Pte. Saunders, F. 7390 Pte. Smith, W. 
Pte. Savage, C. 30503 Pte. Smith, W. 
Pte. Saverton, A. §0336 Pte. Smith, W. A. 
Pte. Sawden, A. 24548 Pte. Smithson, T. 
Pte. Sawford, J. 16097 Pte. Snow, S. 
Pte. Sayer, 30003 Pte. Snowden, O. 
Pte. Selby, H. 14679 Pte. Southern, J. W. 
Pte. Schofield, J. J. M. 30073 Pte. Spence, A. 
Pte. Scorsby, A. W. §2156 Pte. Spencer, F. 
Pte. Scorsby, C. J. 10207. Pte. Spencer, R. 
Pte. Scott, C. G. 26417 Pte. Spink, W. D. 
Pte. Scott, C. H. §0838 Pte. Spowart, H. 
Pte. Scott, E. B. 29003 Pte. Sprattling, R. J. C. 
Pte. Scott, T. A. 33942 Pte. Sproates, G. 
Pte. Scott, W. 8049 Pte. Staff, A. 
Pte. Scrowston, A. 39965 Pte. Staff, B. 
Pte. Seal, S. 17718 Pte. Stamp, A. 
Pte. Selby, J. 17336 Pte. Stanton, J. 
Pte. Sellers, S. F. 17756 Pte. Staples, A. 
Pte. Senior, W. r1/x28x Pte. Stark, L. H. 
Pte. Seymour, W 13/820 Pte. Stead, G. M. 
Pte. Shann, W. 18554 Pte. Steel, G. C. 
Pte. Sharp, C. 31102 Pte. Stcel, J. 
Pte. Shave, E. 22733 Pte. Stephenson, E. A. 
Pte. Shaw, A. §1377. Pte. Stephenson, J. G. E. 
Pte. Shaw, A. 30759 Pte. Stevens, T. 
Pte. Shaw, C. 31079 Pte. Stevenson, T. L. 
Pte. Shaw, H. 10035 Pte. Stewart, H. E. 
Pte. Shaw, T. 7178 Pte. Stocks, H. 
Pte. Sheard, G. W. 220631 Pte. Stockton, H. A. 
Pte. Shearer, P. 15140 Pte. Stott, J. W. 
Pte. Shearman, T. 3/8784 Pte. Stringer, A. F. 
Pte. Shepherd, E. 21972 Pte. Suddaby E. 
Pte. Sheran, J. 29713 Pte. Sumner, J. 
Pte. Shields, G. 200963 Pte. Sutherby, E. 
Pte. Sill, A. 28006 Pte. Sutton, W. J. 
Pte. Silver, J. 30606 Pte. Swales, C. H. 
Pte. Simmons, A. 31080 Pte. Swan, G. 
Pte. Simpson, J. W. 30760 ~=Pte. Swift, J., MoM. 
Pte. Simpson, N. §273r Pte. Swinney, W. S. 
Pte. Simpson, W. 7654 Pte. Svkes, A. 
Pte. Sims, F. 40886 Pte. Tanner, G. S. 
Pte. Sissons, J. S. 31574 Pte. Tarbatt, L. 
Pte. Skeen, J. 21728 «Pte. Tasker, R. H. 
Pte. Skinn, C. 29086 Pte. Tasker, S. 
Pte. Skinns, G. 51622 Pte. Tate, J. W. 
Pte. Slack, H. 2741r Pte. Taylor, A. W. 
Pte. Slack, T. 25048 Pte. Taylor, A. 
Pte. Smales, B. §0745 Pte. Taylor, H. 
Pte. Smales, J. 39349 Pte. Taylor, J. F. 
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PrivaTEs—continued. 

Rank and Name, No. Rank and Name. 
Pte. Taylor, J. R. C. 3/5828 Pte. Walsham, J. 
Pte. Taylor, S. 51384 Pte. Walters, F. R. 
Pte. Taylor, T. S. 20598 Pte. Walton, a 
Pte. Taylor, T. W. 30587 Pte. Walton, 
Pte. Taylor. W. 13579 Pte. Walton, T. H. 
Pte. Temperton, J. W. 202889 Pte. Walwyn, S. J. 
Pte Temple, A. 30608 Pte. Ward, A.S 
Pte. Tennick, T. 30773 Pte. Ward, B 
Pte. Tennison, H. 9437 Pte. Ward, F 
Pte. Thirkettle, J. 40984 Pte. Ward, W 
Pte. Thomas, C. 16873 Pte. Ward, W. H. 
Pte. Thomas, I. 203495 Pte. Wardell, A. M. 
Pte. Thomas, W. 37019 Pte. W ardrobe, H. O. 
Pte. Thompson, F. W. 5268: Pte. Warner, W. H. 
Pte. Thompson, G. W. 19628 Pte. Washington, F. 
Pte. Thompson, J. 25475 Pte. Waterhouse, H. 
Pte. Thompson, } 37285 Pte. Waters, C. 
Pte. Thompson, J. W. 14548 Pte. Waters, O. 
Pte. Thompson, S. 16008 Pte. Watkin, W. H. 
Pte. Thompson, W. 220460 Pte. Watkinson, J. 
Pte. Thompson, W. H. §2757. Pte. Watkis, G. 
Pte. Thorley, T. W. 3/7345 Pte. Watling, E. 
Pte. Thornes, S. 39972 Pte. Watson, A. E. 
Pte. Thorpe, C. 36993 Pte. Watson, F. 
Pte. Threadgold, F. 10056 Pte. Watson, J. 
Pte. Tighe, R. 19051 Pte. Watson, J. W. 
Pte. Tindale, W. L. 31083 Pte. Watson, J. W. 
Pte. Tindle, W. 23712 Pte. Watson, 
Pte. Tock, W. 28460 Pte. Watson, W. 
Pte. Todd, H. R. 26974 Pte. Watts, G. W. 
Pte. Todd, W. 220461 Pte. Wayman, G. T. 
Pte. Townsend, D. 10232 Pte. Webb, F. 
Pte. Tomlinson, H. 30685 Pte. Webster, A. 
Pte. Topham, j. 31093 Pte. Webster, J. W. 
Pte. Trimington, H. 8616 Pte. Weller, C. 
Pte. Trotter, W. 7919 Pte. Welsh, J. 
Pte. Trower, E 17162 Pte. Welsh, M. 
Pte. Tucker, H 26003 Pte. West, W. 
Pte. Tucker, H. P 11556 Pte. Westerdale, G. H. 
Pte. Tuke, A. 36997 Pte. Wharton, W. 
Pte. Tulip, S. 26985 Pte. Whatt, J. R. 
Pte. Tull, J. H. 30926 Pte. Wheeler, A. 
Pte. Turnbull, J. G 28685 Pte. Whipp, F. 
Pte. Turner, A 8040 Pte. Whitby, A. D. 
Pte. Turner, F 31216 Pte. White, A. W. 
Pte. Turnidge, A 31106 Pte. White, F. L. 
Pte. Twigg, G. H. 3/5809 Pte. White, H. 
Pte. Tye, F. 31472 Pte. White, J. 
Pte. Tye, H. §697§ Pte. Whitehead, J. 
Pte. Tye, J. W. 31084 Pte. Whitelaw, W. 
Pte. Upton, F. J 7799 Pte. Whiteley, D. 
Pte. Vere, H. 18630 Pte. Whitfield, A. 
Pte. Vest, A. 1472r Pte. Whittle, T. 
Pte. Vines, F. H 21963 Pte. Whittleton, F. W. 
Pte. Vokes, H. W. 31rgso0 Pte. Wilblitz, A. 
Pte. Wade, G. zg0og0 Pte. Wilby, Ww. 
Pte. W adsworth, J. 10/773 Pte. Wilcockson, G. 
Pte. Wailes, G. T. 17330 ©6Pte. Wilding, C. 
Pte. Waiting, D. 31189 Pte. Wildman, W. 
Pte. Wall- 1. go0s80 Pte. Wilkins, J. 
Pte. Wall, W. H. tooo8 ~Pte. W ilkinson, D. L. 
Pte. Wall, E. 50849 Pte. W ilkinson, H. 
Pte. Walker, A. T. 205316 Pte. Wilks, H 
Pte. Walker, D. 31470 Pte. Willard, H. H 
Pte. Walker, F. 30577 Pte. Willetts, F. 
Pte. Walker, G. W. 3/6004 Pte. Williams, J. 
Pte. Walker, if 36979 Pte. Williams, C. 
Pte. Walker, P. 13095 Pte. Williams, F. 
Pte. Walker, W. 28741 Pte. Williams, J. W. 
Pte. Wake, H. 42429 Pte. Williams, J. W. 
Pte. Wales, R. 8741 Pte. Williams, S. G. 
Pte. Walley, L. 19261 Pte. Williamson, G. 
Pte. Walsh, G. H. 3/6862 Pte. Williamson, J. 
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Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
Pte. Williamson, T. 30092 Pte. Woodhead, S. 
Pte. Wilson, A. 32926 Pte. Woodmansey, S. 
Pte. Wilson, A. G. 3/5980 Pte. Woodthorpe, Jy. i 
Pte. Wilson, A. J. 10186 Pte. Wookey, J. J. W 
Pte. Wilson, F. 3/6973 Pte. Woolass, H. 
Pte. Wilson, J: 18099 Pte. Wooton, Ci 
Pte. Wilson, T. 7722 Pte. Wraith, A. 
Pte. Winduss, J. R. 10177 Pte. Wright, A. 
Pte. Winter, G. 30776 Pte. Wright, A. 
Pte. Winter, H. 205350 Pte. Wright, A. E. 
Pte. Woffinden, J. T. $0629 Pte. Wright, E. 
Pte. Wolfe, W. W. 16800 Pte. Wright, F. 
Pte. Wood, A. J. 10063 Pte. Wright, F. 
Pte. Wood, C. H. 40892 Pte. Wright, H. 
Pte. Wood, E. 6664 Pte. Wright, J. 
Pte. Wood, F. 3/646r Pte. Wright, 
Pte. Wood, G. E. §2083 Pte. Wright, 
Pte. Wood, J. S. 31219 Pte. Wright, S. 
Pte. Wood, W. 3/7322 Pte. Wright, W. 
Pte. Wood, W. H. 31482 Pte. Wykes, E. 
Pte. Wood, W. 37340 Pte. Yates, C. V 
Pte. Woodcock, J. H. 29993 Pte. Youles, W. D. 
Pte. Woodcock, W. H. ror18r Pte. Young, J. W. 
Pte. Woodhall, A. D. 21296 Pte. Younge, G. H. 


Tota, W.Os., N.C.Os. AND MEN = 1,586. 
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WarRANT OFFICERS AND CoLour-SERGEANTS. 


Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
C.S.M. Curson, E. 5314 C/Sergt. Watson, E. J. 
C.S.M. Kehoe, P. J. 8779 A/Q.M.S. Wiltshire, A. T. 
C/Sergt. Stallard, D. 10282 C/Sergt. Wynne, J. 


C.S.M. Stimpson, O. A. 


SERGEANTS AND LANCE-SERGEANTS. 


Sergt. Baker, W. 8596 Sergt. Talbot, W. 
L/Sergt. Barnett, G. E. 8608 Sergt. Leggett, W. 
Sergt. Basey, W. 6064 A/Sergt. Lloyd, A. 
Sergt. Boggan, J. 9485 Sergt. Lyon, J. 
Sergt. Cannell, J. 9210. =L/Sergt. Mardell, W. 
A/Sergt. Cheek, W., D.c.m. 8857 L/Sergt. Mathers, T. 
A/Sergt. Clark, F. H. 9259 A/Seret. McCabe, S 
A/Sergt. Cooper, P. 9390 L/Sergt. McGrev : 
Sergt. Danicls, C. 89rr Sergt. Murdess, m5 J 
Sergt. Evans, J. 8548 Sergt. Potter, J. H. 
A/Sergt. Foulkes, L. 8478 Sergt. Saltmer, G. C. 
Sergt. Giles, S. 8685 Sergt. Schneider, M. 
A/Sergt. Hancy, A. E. 18039 Sergt. Sherwin, J. 
Sergt. Hawley, J. 9067 Sergt. Smith, C. 
A/Sergt. Horner, C. §184 Sergt. Spink, H. 
Sergt. Joyce, JE: 5212 Sergt. Story, A. 
Sergt. Kelly, J. 933% Sergt. Turner, J. J. 
L/Sergt. Kilpatrick, J. W. 8879 Sergt. Wiles, M. 


CorRPORALS AND LANCE-CorRPORALS. 


A/Corpl. Anderson, R. 6591 L/Corpl. Clark, H. 
A/L/Corpl!. Ashton, J. 9186 L/Corpl. Collins, W. R 
Corpl. Beadle, G. H. 3/5142 Corpl. Coulson, J. H. 
Corpl. Bogg, C. 18234 Corpl. Cuthbertson, G. 
L/Corpl. Bradley, H. 9528 Corpl. Gadd, W. 
L/Corpl. Buckley, G. 27734 Corpl. Gaunt, H. 
L/Corpl. Clare, ch 8928 Corpl. Gill, W. B. 
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CorporaLts AND LANcE-CorPoRALs—continued. 

No Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
9383 L/Corpl. Glazebrook, H. 9319 L/Corpl. Maskell, W. A. 
11399 L/Corpl. Good, J. 3/5757 Corpl. Mason, T 
8851 L/Corpl. Griggs, J. W. 9648 L/Corpl. Petch, G. 
$249 L/Corpl. Grocutt, C. G. 18277. L/Corpl. Salt, W. 

10414 L/Corpl. Harrison, W. 951§ Corpl. Simerton, G. A. 
9173 Corpl. Hart, J. E. 18546 L/Corpl. Smith, S. 
g10§ L/Corpl. Hartley, W. 9086 L/Corpl. Sowen, W. 
9503 L/Corpl. Haslewood, B. G. 14746 Corpl. Spittle, G. 

18313 Corpl. Haynes, A. 8836 Corpl. Swannel, T. 
7904 Corp]. Hughes, F. 15276 LjCorpl. Watson, W. 

18545 L/‘Corpl. Jobson, T. 8757 Corpl. Weeds, G. W. 

10038 L‘Corpl. Johnson, J. 9376 L/Corpl. Winton, J. 
6931 LjCorpl. Keal, H. 3/7229 L/Corpl. Wood, S. H. 

PRIVATES. 

8273 Pte. Acklam, T. 16050 Pte. Buzzard, T. 
15337. Pte. Adamthwaite, F. go71 Pte. Callaghan, T. 
13457 Pte. Agar, W. E. 9179 Pte. Cambridge, J. R. 

7577. Pte. Allabyrne, E. 8465 Pte. Carpenter, F. 
14719 Pte. Allan, R. 17529 Pte. Carter, R. 

14727 Pte. Allen, N. 8569 Pte. Cash, G. W. 

16109 Pte. Allen, W. N. M. 3/6612 Pte. Cavency, J. 
6054 Pte. Anderson, J. 8236 Pte. Chamberlain, A. 
6456 Pte. Anderson, E. 9068 Pte. Chambers, A. 

205629 Pte. Anderson, R. W. E. 15734 Pte. Champley, R. 

3;7096 Pte. Arnold, A. G. 34885 Pte. Chapman, K. 

3/7422 Pte. Ashton, W. 9207. Pte. Chapman, C. W. 

18120) 6Pte. Atkins, W. 18295 Pte. Chell, E. 

13959 Pte. Atkinson, J. 18294 Pte. Chell, J. 
$562 Pte. Austin, A. J. 16165 Pte. Cheshire, H. 

15005 Pte. Baggett, F. 13969 Pte. Chestney, R. W. 

11404 Pte. Baker, F. 14201 Pte. Cheston, T. 
9519 Pte. Balcombe, C. H. J. 9782 Pte. Clark, A. 

7939 Pte. Bambrough, L. 11021 Pte. Clark, H. 

$220 Pte. Barker, G. 3/7487 Pte. Clark, H. T. 

3.6898 Pte. Barratt, A. 9348 Pte. Cockaday, A. 

11310 Pte. Barton, J. W. 9386 Pte. Coggrave, W. 

11301 Pte. Beach, E. 13919 Pte. Coldwell, T. 
sS8o7_ Pte. Beach, E. F. 3/7358 Pte. Coleman, J. 

15873. Pte. Beard, S. gtg2 Pte. Collins, E. G. 

15556 Pte. Beevers, W. 8552 Pte. Connell, J. 

11429 ©Pte. Bell, G. L. 9646 Pte. Cooper, C. 

15489 Pte. Bird, T. 8730 ©Pte. Cottileard, F. C. 
9369 Pte. Blackburn, F. H. 15978 Pte. Crackles, W. 
Sooo =6Pte. Bladon, J. H. 16006 Pte. Crick, S. H. 

18289 Pte. Blundred, F. G. t8o6r Pte. Croft, J. E. 

18052 Pte. Blurton, J. 16058 Pte. Crossland, C. W. 

25557. Pte. Bogan, W. 16762 Pte. Croydon, J. 

1031§ Pte. Bond, J. W. 8759 Pte. Crutch, F. 

8762 Pte. Bonney, J. S. 16042 Pte. Cudbertson, G. 
15906 Pte. Bonser, J. 3/6484 Pte. Cudbertson, J. 

9704 Pte. Bowles, C. A. 11013. Pte. Dakin, T. 

18046 Pte. Box, A. 4858 Pte. Darty, J. 

8585 Pte. Brett, H. to2z2r Pte. Daubney, H. 

8987 Pte. Broadicy, G. 11413. Pte. Dawson, J. W. 

6675 Pte. Broadwell, T. 11395 Pte. Dawson, R. 
10§99 Pte. Brooks, G. 15774 Pte. Dawson, W. 

7882 Pte. Broomfield, T. 17327. Pte. Dean, E. 

18103. Pte. Brough, G. 8517. Pte. Dharty, S. P. 

18268 Pte. Brough, J. 16160 Pte. Dillon, J. 

15783 Pte. Brown, A. 8615 Pte. Dinsdale, G. E. 

15369 Pte. Brown, E. 9313 Pte. Diplock, R. R. 

3/7459 Pte. Bruce, J. 8859 Pte. Dixon, J. A. 
3/6546 Pte. Bullock, H. 9778 Pte. Donoghue, R. L. 

1§69r Pte. Bulman, W. 16861 Pte. Dove, A. 

12729 6©Pte. Bunting, W. 11418 Pte. Downes, J. W. 
9360 Pte. Burgess, J. 18063 Pte. Duffy, J. 

9585 Pte. Burns, J. r814r Pte. Dvyche, J. 

8567 Pte. Burnage, F. 8227 Pte. Dyer, A. J. 

3/6508 Pte. Buttertield, G. 18218 Pte. Eardley, S. 

8646 Pte. Button, R. 18452 Pte. Ebbs, T. 
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PRIvATES—continued. 

Rank and Name. No. Rank aud Name. 
Pte. Edes, W. 18116 Pte. Hill, T 
Pte. Edwards, E. 16948 Pte. Hird, J. R. 
Pte. Edwards, i: H. 5979 Pte. Holder, R. W. 
Pte. Edwards, L. 8525 Pte. Holding, G. W. 
Pte. Edwards, W. G. 13980 Pte. Holland, C. 
Pte. Egan, T. 14959 Pte. Holliday, W. A. 
Pte. Ellis, T. 18147 Pte. Hollins, M. 
Pte. Elmore, P. 9199 Pte. Holmes, W. T. M. 
Pte. English, C. 9193 Pte. Holines, B. W. 
Pte. Farrar, T. 3/7580 Pte. Holmes, T. 
Pte. Farrell, J. 10774 Pte. Holmes, W. 
Pte. Feeney, J. 3/7174 Pte. Holmes, W. R. 
Pte. Fenton, J. 11297 Pte. Horsley, F. 
Pte. Ferguson, G. 18312. Pte. Horton, A. H. 
Pte. Fielder, E. W. 9285 Pte. Howard, L. E. 
Pte, Finch, C, 3/7160 Pte. Howard, F. W. 
Pte. Firth, A. 7160 Pte. Howden, F. W. 
Pte. Fishwick, W. G. 3/7337. Pte. Hoyland, H. 
Pte. Flannagan, C. T. 8329 Pte. Hudson, J. W. 
Pte. Flintoff, H. 3/6543 Pte. Hudson, W. 
Pte. Ford, H. 18152. Pte. Hughes, J. 
Pte. Ford, J. A. 10601 Pte. Hughes, W. A. 
Pte. Forman, H. J. 18069 «=Pte. Hulse, S. 
Pte. Forth, J. 34180 Pte. Hunsley, T. 
Pte. Freeman, J. 8937. Pte. Hutchinson, H. 
Pte. Funnell, F. 11/791 Pte. Huteson, J. 
Pte. Gage, H. 14992 Pte. Hutton, W. 
Pte. Galtress, R. H. 8891 Pte. Ibbotson, A. 
Pte. Gambrell, W. 9879 Pte. Instone, W. 
Pte. Gardner, E. 9476 Pte. Ireland, J. E. 
Pte. Garrett, J. J. 9032 Pte. Jackson, G. 
Pte. Geary, J. J 15004 Pte. Jacques, W. 
Pte. Gill, R. 17558 Pte. Jepson, H 
Pte. Gillyon, W. 3/6782 Pte. Jewitt, W. 
Pte. Gledhill, O. 8336 Pte. Johnson, J. 
Pte. Glew, A. 9413 Pte. Johnson, H. 
Pte. Gobbett, F. 15904 Pte. Johnson, J. T. 
Pte. Good, W. L. 18232 Pte. Kelland, G. 
Pte. Goodchild, F. 3/7067. Pte. Kennedy, W. 
Pte. Gorman, F. 34934 Pte. Kent, A. 
Pte. Grant, F. 3/7338 Pte. Kenworthy, G. 
Pte. Gratton, T. 3/6349 Pte. Kerry, A. 
Pte. Gray, J. 8754 Pte. Kimber, C. E. A. 
Pte. Green, W. 9072 Pte. Kingham, J. 
Pte. Greenwood, B. H. 8288 Pte. Kirkwocd, T. 
Pte. Gregory, W. 19073. Pte. Kneeshaw, E. 
Pte. Grice, W. J. $855 Pte. Knowles, S. 
Pte. Grithn, J. 16493 Pte. Lacey, L. 
Pte. Grimshaw, J. W. 7629 Pte. Lamb, C. 
Pte. Guest, F. 1§827 Pte. Lamb, F. S% 
Pte. Gurney, T. 16768 Pte. Lamb, R. 
Pte. Hague, H. 9733 Pte. Lawler, C. 
Pte. Hall, G. R. 14428 Pte. Layton, A. 
Pte. Hall, T. 8303 Pte. Lee. W. 
Pte. Ham, F. 3/7272 Pte. Lenaghan, T. 
Pte. Hammond, G. 8277 Pte. Levett, F. 
Pte. Hardy, J. 14910 Pte. Liddle, R. 
Pte. Hare, F. 3/708: Pte. Lishman, G. 
Pte. Hare, J. A. 9375 Pte. Lockey, W. 
Pte. Harrison, A. L. 16033 Pte. Lowthorpe, T. 
Pte. Harrison, J. 6303 Pte. Mann, G. 
Pte. Harsley, A. rko8r Pte. Mannion, M. 
Pte. Hartley, E. 3,6640 Pte. Marquis, M. W. 
Pte. Harton, T. 8549 Pte. Marr, A. 
Pte. Haywood, G. 9678 Pte. Mawer, C. 
Pte. Head, A. 7327 Pte. McCabe, J. 
Pte. Head, C. A. 9409 Pte. McClyimont, D. C. 
Pte. Heath, E. 4687 Pte. McCullough, T. 
Pte. Hebblewhite, W. 14635 Pte. McLinden, S. 
Pte. Helliwell, G. 9756 Pte. McQuade, H. 
Pte. Hemsworth, W. 18322 Pte. Merrick J. 
Pte. Hersey, H. W. 9921 Pte. Meyerhoff, \W. 
Pte. Heslin, T. 15730 Pte. Middleton, G. E. 
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Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
Pte Middleton, R. Ww. 8826 Pte. Sheridan, J. E. 
Pte Milburn, H. 3/7258 Pte. Sheridan, J. 
Pte Mills, T. 8844 Pte. Sherwood, C. 
Pte. Mitchell, BE 18270 Pte. Shipley, J. J. 
Pte Mitchell, W. r81or Pte. Simms, R, 
Pte Mooney, T. § 21688 Pte. Simms, R. 
Pte. Moore, | E 9575 Pte. Skelton, H. 
Pte. Moore, 14/225 Pte. Skinner, F, 
Pte. Mooring, S. F 3/S40r Pte, Slattery, W. 
Pte Mosley, C 3/5838 Pte. Smith, A. 
Pte Mottram, G. 16172 Pte. Smith, E, 
Pte. Mowforth, A. 9526 Pte. Smith, E. 
Pte. Murray, H 9619 Pte. Smith, G. W. 
Pte. Myers, a: 9079 Pte. Smith, J. 
Pte. Newbigin, T. y. 9544 Pte. Smith, J. R. 
Pte. Newman, C. H. 18338 Pte. Smith, } T. 
Pte Newman, G. 18339 Pte. Smith, J. W. 
Pte Nicholls, W. 9944 Pte. Smith, R. 
Pte Nolan, R. 9656 Pte. Smith, W. 
Pte Nutbrown, W. ~ 9848 Pte. Snow, G. 
Pte. Nutman, J. 3/7493 Pte. Snow, J. 
Pte O'Connell, T. 7192 Pte. Sparks, H. 
Pte. Ogle, B. 9467 Pte. Sparks, J. 
Pte. Oldman 18254 Pte. Staley, A. E, 
Pte. Pacey, A. E 19484 Pte. Stephenson, T. 
Pte. Page, 8629 Pte. Stevens, J. 
Pte Parkin, A III4r Pte. Stevenson, G. B. 
Pte Parsons, H 18389 Pte. Steventon, A. W, 
Pte Payne, M. 9535 Pte. Stokes, C. 
Pte. Phillips, H. 14797 Pte. Summers, R. W. 
Pte. Pickering, G. R. 3/6756 Pte. Sutcliffe, C. 
Pte. Pickersgill, C. H. 3/7660 Pte. Swaine, S. W. 
Pte. ates G. 15874 Pte. Sykes, W. 
Pte. Pittock, H. 10504 Pte. Taplin, H. 
Pte. Pizer, A. 9293 Pte. Tapner, C. 
Pte. Potts, J. 11387 Pte. Taylor, C. 
Pte. Potts, W. 16102 Pte. Taylor, C. W. 
Pte Precious, G. 9180 Pte. Taylor, H. L. 
Pte Priestley, C. S, 3/6917 Pte. Taylor, J. 
Pte é, J. 11039 6 Pte. Taylor, J. 
Pte Raithby, J. T. 15675 Pte. Taylor, T. C. 
Pte Ranson, L. 3/7016 Pte. Thompson, H. 
Pte Reddel, W 11396 Pte hompson, T. EB. 
Pte. Reed, G. 3/7125 Pte. Thorpe, W. 
Pte. Reed, R. 3/6658 Pte. Tidswell, C. F. 
Pte. Rees, A. J 40295 Pte Tipper, A. 
Pte. Rich, W. 11397 Pte. Toalster, E. 
Pte Rimmington, W. H 3/6535 Pte. Tolan, J. 
Pte. Roberts, E. 34931 Pte. Torpey, J. 
Pte Robinson, D. 15358 Pte. Tough, E. 
Pte odgers, H 23150 Pte. Towse, P. H. 
Pte Rogers, W. F, 7476 Pte. Turner, E. E. B. 
Pte. Rook, R 8942 Pte. Tuton, H. P. 
Pte. Roth, F 9389 Pte. wot F. E. H, 
Pte Rout, E. E 8752 Pte. \ accker, B. 
Pte. Rowe, II319 Pte. Wakefield, A. J. 
Pte. Rudd, J. D. 8510 Pte. Waldron, A. 
Pte. Rush, J. W. 15184 Pte. Walker, G. 
Pte. Russell, E. 3/6542 Pte. Walker, H. 
Pte Rutherford, C. 16021 Pte. Walker, W. E. 
Pte Rutter, J. R, I5302 Pte Waller, G. 
Pte. Ryles, J. 15435 Pte Walton, R. 
Pte Sanderson, J. 3/7709 Pte Walywn, F. N. 
Pte avage, S.C, 9654 Pte Veaving, J. W. 
Pte caife, W, 37948 Pte. \ ‘ebb, H. H. 
Pte Schofield, S. G. 8819 Pte Webber, V, 
Pte. Schwartz, W Cc 34912 Pte Webster, T. 
Pte. Scott, W 3/5706 Pte ‘eldon, J 
Pte Seabridge, J 3/7185 Pte Whelan, W. P 
Pte. Sellen, A 3/7295 Pte White, G. 
Pte. Seymour, F. 3/7138 Pte White, T. 
Pte. Sharp, T. A. 18098 Pte. Whitehouse, J. 
Pte. Shelley, W. H. 13277 Pte. Whitfield, R. 


No. 
3/5267 
3/6278 

27390 

9250 

20102 

15483 

16805 


Appendix I. 
2np BATTALION. 


PrivaTes—continued. 

Rank and Name. No Rank and Name, 
Pte. Wildbore, J. 8782 Pte. Wilson, {i 
Pte. Wilkinson, R. 11330 Pte. Windle, W. 
Pte. Wilks, E. 9120 Pte. Winter, H. H. 
Pte. Williams, W. 8765 Pte. Wiseman, B. 
Pte. Williamson, W. 38490 ©Pte. Wood, E. 
Pte. Wilson, E. T. 18428 Pte. Woolley, H. J. 
Pte. Wilson, G. T. 9359 Pte. Wrigglesworth, J. H. 


Totat W.Os., N.C.Os. anD MEN = 500. 


3rv BATTALION. 


WARRANT OFFICERS AND CoLouR-SERGEANTS. 
No. 
11/589 R.Q.M.S. Smith, R. 


Rank and Name. 


SERGEANTS AND LANCE-SERGEANTS. 


Rank and Name. 


Sergt. Huggard, C. E. 


No. Rank and Name. 


13/962 A/Sergt. Johnson, F. W. 


CorPORALS AND LANCE-CorRPORALS. 


Corp]. Cornel!, C. 3904x Corpl. Tuffery, F. H. 
L/Corpl. Frankland, J. H. | 

PRIVATES. 
Pte. Ainsley, T. 12/377 Pte. Hawcroft, H. 
Pte. Applegarth, R. 19421 Pte. Hawes, E. G. 
Pte. Ashcroft, J 3/6545 Pte. Hibberd, P. 
Pte. Atherton, J. 3/7478 Pte. Horseman, G 
Pte. Atkin, T. 7979 Pte. Howe, F 
Pte. Baker, C. F. 18315 Pte. 0 H. 
Pte. Bamforth, J. W. 20926 Pte. Kirkland, R. 
Pte. Barley, D 3/5833 Pte. Manoury, S. J. 
Pte. Battams, G. R. §1488 Pte. Martin, H. E. 
Pte. Beadle, W. 21947 Pte. Maundrill, W. 
Pte. Benson, F. 8554 Pte. Mellors, G. 
Pte. Bourner, P. 19218 Pte. Merrifield, W. 
Pte. Cartwright, A. 25073 Pte. Millington, R. 
Pte. Childs, W. H. 3/7752 Pte. Milner, J. W. 
Pte. Claridge, W. J 25312 Pte. Porrill, E. H. 
Pte. Clarke, F. W. 8920 Pte. Reader, F. 
Pte. Claxton, J. A 56914 Pte. Redhead, R. 
Pte. Clements, A. 14032 Pte. Rennix, J. 
Pte. Congreve, E. 56906 Pte. Robinson, R. N. 
Pte. Cornwell, A. 57196 Pte. Rowe, J. 
Pte. Costello, J. 8020 Pte. Royal, C. 
Pte. Dale, T. 10960 Pte. Smith, J: 
Pte. Davies, H. 13/231 Pte. Smith, T. A. 
Pte. Dickinson, 55374 Pte. Squire, H. N. 
Pte. Dixon, J. H. 3/7650 Pte. Steele, J. W. 
Pte. Fletcher, A. 205653 Pte. ster venaen ey: 
Pte. Glaves, G. A. 12/894 Pte. Taylor, H. 
Pte. Glover, G. $5381 Pte. Terry, J. W. 
Pte. Green, T. 19437 Pte. Tonge, F. H. 
Pte. Hagues, A. 18100 Pte. Walsh, T. 
Pte. Hall, F. 3/6586 Pte. Watson, T. 


Tota, W.Os., N.C.Os. 


AND Men = 68. 
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1/4tH BATTALION. 


WARRANT OFFICERS AND CoLouR-SERGEANTS. 


No. Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
202107. C.S.M. Emmitt, G. E. 204004 C.S.M. Lloyd, G. 
6 C.S.M. Ferrand, H. H. 11/926 C.Q.M.S. Miller, C. W. 
7949 C.S.M. Galvin, D. C. 200028 C.S.M. Stephenson, C. R. 
200023 R.S.M. Jageer, C. F., M.c. 


SERGEANTS AND LANCE=SERGEANTS. 


2512 Sergt. Agerskow, E. 220580 Sergt. Little, G. A. 
200344 Sergt. Barnby, E. 201074 Sergt. McCarthy, H. J 
200073 Sergt. Booth, H. E. 200351 L/Sergt. Meara, P. 

1480 Sergt. Boyes, H. 733 Sergt. Mitchell, L. 

31288 Sergt. Cowan, A. zor Sergt. Moore, W. 

4067 Sergt. Dean, G. 200699 Sergt. Sanderson, A. E. 
200109 Sergt. Finch, J. W. z20or0go Sergt. Scott, W. R. 
10/455 A/Sergt. Fisher, H., M.m. 4192 L/Sergt. Shann, M. 
200576 Sergt. Giblin, J. 4905 Sergt. Thom, H. W. 
2017§4 Sergt. Gilby, C. 201443 Sergt. Turner, G. W. 
200296 Sergt. Hall, A. P. 367 Sergt. Varey, C. W. 
200066 Sergt. Hawkins, A. 1298 Sergt. Ware, B. 
220014 Sergt. Hewitt, A. E., Mom. 13/286 Sergt. Wilkinson, H. M. 

1062 Sergt. Hilton, A. 200658 Sergt. Wilson, F. 

47. Sergt. Hurved, H. 1250 Sergt. Wray, S. 

1365 Sergt. Jackson, De 1360 Sergt. Wright, C. W. 


zoroxrz Sergt. Lill, C. 


CorPORALS AND LANCE-CoRPORALS. 


2202 Corpl. Andrews, A. 201522 A/L/Corpl. Johnson, J. H. 
22§25§ Corpl. Barnett, W. E. 10/97x Corpl. Johnson, R. W. 
200994 Corpl. Bell, D. 1434 Corpl. Jollands, J. L. 

11217 Corpl. Bennett, G. 2415 Ly;Corpl. Kelly, M. J. 
200312 L/Corpl. Boge, J. E. 223006 Corpl. Leslie, R. A. 
200§2§ L/Corpl. Boland, J. 2629 Corpl. Lingard, H. 

2281 L/Corpl. Brown, G. H. 220579 Corpl. Mackay, D. F. 
202943 A/L/Corp!. Bunn, B. 202975 Corpl. Markham, J. W. 

2017 L/Corpl. Capes, S. 1784 Corpl. Murray, J. 
201107. ~L/Corpl. Chapman, S. 200874 L/Corpl. Nelson, J 

4451 Corpl. Coates, G. W. 3769 Corpl. Ness, G. W. 
201§27 L/Corpl. Colgrave, C. W. 200250 Corpl. Newman, E. 

13/65 Corpl. Cross, J. 10096 L/Corpl. Newton, A. 
202974 Corpl. Cundill, W. 200737 Corpl. Nix, | 

13/71 Corpl. Dale, J. 29410 L/Corpl. Parker, W. 

1065 Corpl. Davison, F. 1423 L/Corpl. Pashby, J. H. 
201003 L/Corpl. Donnelly, L. 202877. L/Corpl. Pike, A. J. 

31003 Corp]. Eaton, R. S. 201576 A/Corpl. Porter, J. E. 
2950§ L/Corpl. Eland, W. H., wm. 1242 L/Corpl. Ramsey, H. W. 

9996 L/Corpl. Exton, J. 2425 L/Corpl. Ridley, H. 
204007 L/Corpl. Fawcett, T. : 1655 L/Corpl. Rignall, H. 

13966 Corpl. Foster, J. 13/468 Corpl. Robinson, A. 
200731 L/Corpl. Garland, A. 76 Corpl. Robinson, H. E. 

t212. L/Corpl. Gibbin, R. A. 200070 Corpl. Robinson, J. W. 
201073 A/L/Corpl. Gibson, H. K. 223011 A/Corpl. Rudd, A. W. 
201199 L/Corpl. Grassby, J. E. zor§1r L/Corpl. Ryan, J. 

2089 Corpl. Hagues, W. 200290 L/Corpl. Sampson, B. R. 

224 L/Corpl. Hallighan, J. 200876 Corpl. Sanders, J. M. 

1469 Corpl. Hamlin, A. 201684 L/Corpl. Savage, H. 
zo124r Corpl. Hesp, R. 203149 Corpl. Scott, G. 

4572 Corpl. Higgins, W. D. 2252 Corpl. Scott, H., m.m. 

2272 L/Corpl. Hopper, G. E. 31142 A/L/Corpl. Scott, J. T. 

18618 A/Corpl. Horton, W. 2030 L/Corpl. Scott, W. H. 
200277 Corpl. Hunt, A. H. d 201700 L/Corpl. Slingsby, T. E. 
1331 Corpl. James, E. 2892 L/Corpl. Smith, E. 


3573 Corpl. Johnson, E. A. 2114 Corpl. Stanley, G. H. 
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1/4TH BATTALION. 
CorPORALS AND LANCE-CorRPORALS—continued. 


No. Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 

2476 L/Corpl. Steele, M. J. 16795 L/Corpl. Ward, C. R. 

23938 Corpl. Stubbs, W. 201219 Corpl. West, J. C. 
200827 Corpl. Tidball, W. H. 29461 L/Corpl. Wickman, C. 
200611 <A/L/Corpl. Turnbull, S, 200218 L/Corpl. Wilburn, H. S. 

2209 L/Corpl. Turner, C. J. 1972 Corpl. Wilgeroth, G. 

18522 L/Corpl. Ward, A. 456 L/Corpl. Woods, G. H. 

PRIVATES. 

2394 Pte. Adamson, P. W. 2717 Pte. Boothby, L. F. 

1638 Pte. Ainley C. E. 201088 Pte. Boothby, W. 
202876 Pte. Akred, G. 205234 Pte. Borrill, J. 
202981 Pte. Allan, T. 42104 Pte. Boshier, G. E. 

1803 Pte. Alcock, G. A. 2535 Pte. Bowden, J. R. 

3363 Pte. Algar, N. 4153 Pte. Bowes, L. 

30542 Pte. Allen, J. H. 41255 Pte. Bownas, R. 

2350 Pte. Amos, A. 3085 Pte. Bowyer, H. 

41274 Pte. Anderson, G. 42195 Pte. Bracewell, B. 

4437. Pte. Anderson, A. 2250 Pte. Brady, W. 
220050 Pte. Anderson, E. E. 2160 Pte. Branton, A. 

3738 Pte. Anderton, H. 4695 Pte. Bratley, J. J. 

38393 Pte. Andrew, A. 200579 Pte. Bray, J 

42108 Pte. Andrews, F. S. 3709 Pte. Brennon, M. 

5075 Pte. Armstrong, T. H 42087 Pte. Bridge, H. J. 

42121 Pte. Attwell, L. L. 3908 Pte. Broadley, A. 

4766 Pte. Austin, J. T. 3050 Pte. Broadley, T. 

29453 Pte. Austin, A. 41012. Pte. Broadwell, H. 

30549 Pte. Back, H. 37856 Pte. Brodie, F. G. 

3965 Pte. Bailey, A. J. 3303 Pte. Broughton, J. A. 

4920 Pte. Baitson, W. 201473 Pte. Brown, C 

$2812 Pte. Baker, J. 11/483 Pte. Brown, E. 
200357 Pte. Baker, J. 202956 Pte. Brown, E. 
203274 Pte. Balmforth, H. 200677 Pte. Brown, E. A. 
202505 Pte. Banks, A. 204227. Pte. Brown, H. 
203435 Pte. Banks, H. 203075 Pte. Brown, O. 
204072 Pte. Banks, T. 202908 Pte. Browne, H. F. 
205477. Pte. Barkas, C. C. 41317 Pte. Bucktrout, J. R. 
205679 Pte. Barker, H. 3041 Pte. Burgoyne, F. L. 
200178 Pte. Barker, R. R. 1135 Pte. Burley, A. G. 

30802 Pte. Barkway, R. 5S. 3834 Pte. Burley, W. 

1684 Pte. Barr, H. 202874 Pte. Burson, E. W. 
220074 Pte. Barrett, G. W. 205574 Pte. Butcher, E. C, 
205395 Pte. Barrow, F. E. 18439 Pte. Butcher, H. 

§2818 Pte. Bartle, H. 3/6432 Pte. Butcher, P. J. 

26177. ~Pte. Bartlett, R. J. 13102 Pte. Butterfield, H. 

1578 Pte. Batterby, H. 203163 Pte. Butterick, P. 

5364 Pte. Batty, W. 2331 Pte. Butterworth, A. EB. 

2450 Pte. Baxter, A. 203121 Pte. Cain, A. J 
201174 Pte. Baxter, J. W. 36777. Pte. Cairns, J. 

27930 Pte. Bayes, T. W. 3045 Pte. Caley, F. 

2887 Pte. Bayford, A. 4833 Pte. Callis, E. 

42132 Pte. Beaman, H. E. 203102 Pte. Cameron, J. Wg 

3392 Pte. Bedlington, W. 201686 Pte. Canham, J. D 
200771 Pte. Beervault, F. 20045 Pte. Card, G. H 

29541 Pte. Bell, A. W. 42206 Pte. Carlisle, T. 
225470 Pte. Bell, E. 20439 ©Pte. ying T 
201568 Pte. Bell, W. 1431 Pte. Cart, S. E. 
201514 Pte. Bell, W. H. 29415 Pte. Carter, F 

42102 Pte. Bennett, F. 36492 Pte. Carter, W. 
205529 Pte. Benson, F. W. 201866 Pte. Carter, G. 
201651 Pte. Berridge, A. 2459 Pte. Carver, A. 

27198 Pte. Bevon, A. P. 42210 Pte. Casey, A. 

3441 Pte. Biggings, J. H. 41602 Pte. Catton, J. 

3884 Pte. Binns, F. C. 201688 Pte. Chalmers, J. 
42192 Pte. Birch, C. H. 203205 Pte. Chambers, F. H. 
4491 Pte. Birkett, R. S. 202911 Fte. Chaplin, A. W. 

2563 Pte. Blanchard, P. W. 1968 Pte. Chapman, W. G. 

30808 Pte. Blears, F. C. E. 200807. Pte. Chapman, F. 

1189 Pte. Blyth, C. 201389 Pte. Chapman, W. 

1253 Pte. Boardman, F. 5442 Pte. Charles, H. W. 
11/630 Pte. Bogg, C. 42216 Pte. Charles, G. 

27920 Pte. Bollard, J. W. 200896 Pte. Charlesworth, J. L. 
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Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Rank and Name. 


— 


. Chatburn, W. 
. Cherry, F. 

. Chester, A. 

. Christie, R. 

. Church, G. L. 


Ww. 


Cooper, 
. Coopland, J. H. 
. Corner, R. 
. Costelle, M. 
. Coulson, G. H. 
. Coulson, T. H. 
. Cox, J. E. 
. Cracknell, G. H. 
. Crapper, W. J. 
. Cronk, T. W. 
. Crookes, S. 
. Crooks, G. 
. Cross, S. B. 
. Crossland, J. H. 
. Crowhurst, A. 
. Crowther, T. 
. Cruddas, A 


Cuckow, S. G. A. 


. Cullum, F. A. 

. Currie, D. 

. Curtis, H. 

. Dale, D. D. 

. Dalton, P. 

. Dalton, T. B. 

. Danbrook, P. 

. Darnell, J. W. 
. Davey, H. 

. Davey, J. 

. Davey, J. H. 

. Davidson, H. W. 
. Davies, D. C; 

. Davies, I. 

. Davis, T. 

. Davison, F. 

. Dawkins, J. H. 
. Day, S. H. 

. Deakin, C. 

. Dearing, G. W. 
. Denton, C. 

. Devine, T. 

. Dewhurst, F. 

. Dick, G. A. 

. Dick, J. W. 

. Dickens, C. E. 
. Dickinson, A. 


J. W. 
Dodson, C. 
Dodsworth, J. 
Dolan, J. 
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1/471 BATTALION. 
PRIVATES—continued. 


2393 
42229 
1415 
4837 
13/76 
41040 
42059 
41616 
201327 
203001 
29549 
55411 
201628 
25007 
41615 
13/1363 
37032 
202859 
2132 
220101 
201635 
6769 
42233 
201676 
42078 
201972 
203142 
41621 
42138 
4433 
36837 
177t 
42181 
4462 
2538 
203074 
4999 
2216 
§2838 
42130 
42237 
2782 
2748 
203010 
30985 
41267 
37087 
201760 
4868 
41624 
201068 
201797 
25002 
5973 
205179 
200289 
42096 
203015 
42124 
201092 
40232 
3955 
205754 
42067 
17028 
4425 
29460 
42153 
203452 
6868 
42247 
205478 
2694 


No. 


Rank and Name. 


Pte. Donaldson, A. 
Pte. Donalion, E. 
Pte. Donkin, E. 
Pte. Donkin, H. 

. Donnelly, J. C. 
- Donnison, W. 
. Doody, W. S. 
. Dorsett, J. 
Dove, C. D. 

. Dove, ie 
Dowie, G. 


‘ East, J. G. 


. Eddles, E. J. 
. Ellerker, H. 

. Elliott, D. 

. Elliott, J. C. 
. Elliott, W. 

. Ellis, C. 

. Ellyard, C. S. 
. Elstub, M. 

. Elsworthy, W. 
- Emmerson, H. 
. Eskholme, G. 
. Essex, L. 

. Evans, J. H. 
. Evans, W. 

. Everitt, J. W. 
. Ewbank, E. 
. Exley, A. 

. Exton, J. 


. Farrah, J. 

. Farrier, J. A. 
. Fawcett, G. E. 
. Fenton, T. 

B Ferby, R. H. 
. Finnigan, J. 
. Fleming, J. D. 
. Fletcher, C. C. 
. Fletcher, W. 
. Flock, J. H. 
. Fogegin, H. 

. Ford, R. F. 
. Foster, G. T. 


- Foyston, T. W. 
: Frankland, E. 


Pte. Furman, H. 
Pte. Gabbott, L. 
Pte. Gales, R. H. 
Pte. Gall, H. 


. Eccleston, H. B. 


. Fanthorpe, F. C 
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1/471 BATTALION. 
PrivaTEs—continued. 


Rank and Name. 


_ Pte. Gallagher, E. 


Pte. Gallant, H. J. 
Pte. Gamble, on 
Pte. pocines: 
Jat aataael 


Pte. Gills on, E. W. 


. Gordon, C. D. 
Pte. Gostling, H. 
Pte. Gothard, W. 
Pte. Gouldthorpe, A. 
Pte. Graham, ‘a 
Pte. Graham, 

Pte. Grant, R. W. 
Pte. Grant, W. H. 
Pte. Grantham, T. 
Pte. Graves, C. E. 
Pte. Gray, S 

Pte. Gray, C. 

. Gray, J. L. 
Pte. Grayburm, J. 
. Grayson, F. 
Pte. Green, J. 

Pte. Green, W. E. 
. Green, W. 

. Greenwood, J. 
. Grice, J. 

. Grifhiths, C. 
Pte. Grimes, D. 

. Grimshaw, H. 
Pte. Groves, J. C. 
. Gulliford, A. 
Pte. Gunson, E. F. 


Pte. Hallas, T. 

. Halliday, J. H. 
. Hamel, F. 

. Hamer, J. 

. Hamlet, F. 

. Hamshaw, W's 

. Handley, 

. Hancoc 

. Hanson, Pe 'R. 

. Hanson, W. B. 


. Hargreaves, G. H. 
. Harling, J 

. Harper, B 

. Harpin, F. 

Pte. Harrigan, C. 


No. 


2405 
42261 
201894 
201779 
200227 
201314 
1446 
4970 
2686 
2584 
2123 
225452 
28089 
2477 
42145 
201396 
6722 
205137 
3895 
29483 
29894 
42266 
$2828 
2805 
42269 
38703 
203690 
10/166 
3322 
29554 
220123 
$221 
42271 
205466 
3607 
4786 
2354 
220024 
2505 
42089 
37165 
203107 
225243 
200751 
203192 
29555 
4682 
4414 
201618 
40808 
2685 
29490 
1453 
201636 
205490 
42276 
3262 
203186 
2751 
2261 
4866 
200956 
203485 
1815 
203502 
201186 
1525 
203474 
27976 
2557 
1716 
1890 
2980 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Pte. Je 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Rank and Name. 


Harris, H. 
Harrison, H. 
rok aalg 
Harrison, T. 
Harrison, W. 
Hart, H. 
Hathaway, J. 
Hawkes, : 


. Hearfield, C. E. 
. Hearld, J. 

. Heath, A. 

- Hebden, C. A. 


Hepplewhite, J. 
Hetherington, G. EB. 


- Hewitt, E. 
s Hewitt, W. H. 


Hey, 


: Heyworth, A. V. 
. Hickson, J. 
il 


1, A. 


; Hindmarsh, R. G. 


Hitchins, W. H. 


. Hunter, S. 

- Huntingdon, J. 

- Hussey, W. 

. Hutchins, G. 

. Hutchinson, A. C. 
- Hutchinson, G. 

. Hutchinson, G. H. 
. Huxley, J. 

-. Hyams, E. 

. Inwood, E. G. 


ewiltt, 
Jew Ww. 
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1/4rx BATTALION. 
PRIVATES—continued. 


No. Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
202034 Pte. Johnson, C. 201054 Pte. Mace, H. 
203761 Pte. Johnson, C. 2547. Pte. Mackrill, J. W. 

14/52 Pte. Johnson, J. 1939 Pte. Major, H. B. 

4647 Pte. Johnson, J. T. 17862 Pte. Malpas, E. 

3126 Pte. Johnson, S. 201083 Pte. Markham, G. E. 
203924 Pte. Johnson, W. E. 1822 Pte. Martin, C. 

42303 Pte. Jones, A. 200796 Pte. Martin, H. 
42284 Pte. Jones, D. D. 2507 Pte. Martin, J. A. 
52815 Pte. Jones, H. W. 42298 Pte. Martin, T. 

2649 Pte. Jones, M. J. 1301 Pte. Mason, G. E. 

42173 Pte. Jones, W. A. L. 1846 Pte. Mason, W. 
3306 Pte. Jones, W. R. 2378 Pte. Matsell, G. 
41641 Pte. ates fo 4477. Pte. Matthews, H. 
42064 Pte. Joyce, L. E. 201820 Pte. Mawer, H 
20287§ Pte. Keddle, F. E. 201714 Pte. Mawson, R. H. 
201702 Pte. Keech, W. 204214 Pte. McAlpine, J. 
r6814 Pte. Keith, H. 29458 Pte. McAnlay, T. 
2403 Pte. Kelly, J. 41662 Pte. McGowan, W. 
201344 Pte. Kelsey, T. B. 200805 Pte. McLean, A. 
29455 Pte. Kemp, A. 42209 Pte. McLoughlin, E. 
203087 Pte. Kendall, C. 42077. Pte. McNamee, J. 
2693 Pte. Kent, J. 1601 Pte. Meadley, T. M. 
36667 Pte. Ketley, F. 201217. Pte. Melles, T. 

1828 Pte. Kidd, T. 42302 Pte. Mellor, J. 
203762 Pte. Kiddingham, J. R. 201136 Pte. Metcalfe, H. 
201647 Pte. Kilkenny, E. 29421 Pte. Mickleburgh, J. 
201867 Pte. Kinglsey, N. 220058 Pte. Miles, C. 
202170 Pte. Kippax, D. 3145 Pte. Miles, C. W. 
201234 Pte. Kirk, A. 203436 Pte. Miles, G. W. 

28436 Pte. Kirkby, C. W. 1123. Pte. Miller, F. L. 
200572 Pte. Kirkwood, F. A. 14967 Pte. Millington, E. J. 

1904 Pte. Kitching, A. E. 11/406 Pte. Milner, L. W. 
201168 Pte. Knaggs, C. 205462 Pte. Miskin, T. 
200458 Pte. Knaggs, E. 200409 Pte. Mitchell, A. 

3513 Pte. Knaggs, J. 203032 Pte. Mitchell, F. 
203029 Pte. Knox, W. 201564 Pte. Moanwell, J. 

1797. Pte. Lamb, A. 205375 Pte. Moffat, H. 
201838 Pte. Lamb, A. E. 203070 Pte. Molyneux, B. 

42287 Pte. Lamb, E. 41658 Pte. Molyneux, H. 
220055 Pte. Landsell, R. H. 200230 Pte. Moody, R.N. 
200969 Pte. Larkman, W. 11/120 Pte. Moor, H. 
205392 Pte. Lattimer, J. W. 5404 Pte. Moore, M. B. 
201891 Pte. Laverack, G. W. 201480 Pte. Morfitt, W. H. 
201224 ©6Pte. Lawrence, W. 203157 Pte. Motenard, A. H. 

$2842 Pte. Lawrence, W. G. J. 42062 Pte. Morgan, F. 
201912 Pte. Laws, S. M. 4629 Pte. Morley, W. 

3615 Pte. Lawson, J. R. 42183 Pte. Morrison, W. 

2452 Pte. Leak, G. 210722 Pte. Moss, F.C. 

2640 Pte. Leake, G. E. 200818 Pte. Moulds, F. 
200248 Pte. Lee, B. 1794 Pte. Mowatt, A. W. 

4447 Pte. Leighton, H. 200441 Pte. Moxon, T. W. 
13/1002 Pte. Leonard, G. L. 37275 Pte. Murray, J. 

42091 Pte. Lett, R. B. 4013. Pte. Murray, T. 

5288 Pte. Levine, S. 2221 Pte. Murray, W. 3. 

3906 Pte. Lewis, C. W. 1§60 Pte. Nasbv, V. P. 
203645 Pte. Lewis, T. 5124 Pte. Naylor, J. W. 
201269 «Pte. Lill, G. 2217. Pte. Neal, H. 
205764 Pte. Lister, A. E. 41675 Pte. Neary, G. E. B. 

42292 Pte. Lively, W. 41673 Pte. Neathey, V. S. 
210279 Pte. Liversedge, E. 1317 Pte. Newberry, J. 

42290 Pte. Livesey, P. 1293 Pte. Newlove, A. L. 

42293 Pte. Lloyd, W. F. 203135 Pte. Newman, L. 

42085 Pte. Lock, G. F. 4091 Pte. Newton, J. 
202799 Pte. Lollcy, G. A. 5081 Pte. Nicholson, C. 
201586 Pte. Long, W. 2282 Pte. Nicholson, C. R. 

31047 Pte. Longbone, G. H. 202132 Pte. Nicholson, F. R. 

1627 Pte. Longworth, G. H. 7683 Pte. Noble, C. V. 

221zr Pte. Lonsley, R. 201790 ©Pte. Norton, W. 

2113 Pte. Lowthorpe, H. A. 2364 Pte. Norton, W. 

42151 Pte. Lucas, R. H. 205290 Pte. Norton, W. 
203442 Pte. Ludders, G. A. 29777. Pte. Novinski, I. 

42206 Pte. Lund, J. P. 42080 Pte. O'Donoghue, D, 

1994 Pte. Lyons, W. 22076 Pte. Ogden, A. 


No. 
205411 
1760 
2430 
1§90 
3175 
2115 
2697 
200313 
203139 
1485 
203144 
2422 
29559 
29553 
201593 
1679 
201182 
200847 
17495 
3793 
3427 
2427 
2134 
2540 
29420 
203133 
2299 
3156 
14/7 
4455 
42122 
41678 
§2831 
42139 
16676 
4935 
200299 
201781 
1572 
202900 
3631 
201852 
205584 
21047 
27324 
2706 
41032 
3448 
37333 
36735 
3196 
41481 
42120 
201917 
5213 
3700 
29595 
29433 
201157 
3169 
3757 
4998 
§1§0 
33408 
29447 
3385 
30758 
$2837 
201796 
3381 
2238 
205796 
6782 


Appendix I. 


1/4tH BATTALION. 
PRIVATES—continued. 


Rank and Name, No. 
Pte. Ogle, J. 2656 
Pte. Oliver, J. H. 2285 
Pte. O'Malley, T. 28658 
Pte. Osbourne, J. J. 4715 
Pte. Padley, J. 205301 
Pte. Page, G. W. 25037 
Pte. Palmer, A. 28640 
Pte. Palmer, S. 1697 
Pte. Parker, E. G. 2828 
Pte. Parker, L. 200710 
Pte. Parnell, H. 54823 
Pte. Paton, G. 203044 
Pte. Peacock, J. G. 3930 
Pte. Peacock, W. H. 200152 
Pte. Pearson, H. 1680 
Pte. Pellatt, G. 4056 
Pte. Penny, C. F. 201383 
Pte. Petch, A. 201033 
Pte. Pethers, W. H. S. 37831 
Pte. Petrie, E. 3759 
Pte. Pickering J. W. 2495 
Pte. Pinder, E. 220078 
Pte. Pinder, R. 2725 
Pte. Pittaway, A. H 13/652 
Pte. Polard, J. R. 41299 
Pte. Pope, W. 2852 
Pte. Porter, A. 41439 
Pte. Porter, R. H. 202870 
Pte. Porter, W. 4039 
Pte. Porter, W. H. 28659 
Pte. Pottinger, B. 201259 
Pte. Powell, P. 201706 
Pte. Price, A. 1687 
Pte. Price, S. E. 4947 
Pte. Price, T. 2391 
Pte. Proby, D. 19605 
Pte. Proby, G. 38730 
Pte. Proudley, J. 202929 
Pte. Ragsdale, E, 4789 
Pte. Randal), T. 200692 
Pte. Raper, J. W. 200440 
Pte. Raw, F. 4685 
Pte. Rawling, J. R. 203049 
Pte. Rawson, F. 1839 
Pte. Rawson, F. 3398 
Pte. Redhead, W, 4745 
Pte. Redshaw, W. 205381 
Pte. Render, T. 200898 
Pte. Richardson, H. 701 
Pte. Richardson, J. 42083 
Pte. Richardson, L. 1137 
Pte. Rider, R. G. 1628 
Pte. Robins, F. G. W. 1999 
Pte. Robinson, A. J. 2914 
Pte. Robinson, P. L. 4675 
Pte. Robinson, S. R. 1742 
Pte. Robson, E. R. 200266 
Pte. Rodgers, W. J. 4980 
Pte. Rogers, C. H. 1325 
Pte. Rose, E. 4813 
Pte. Ross, H. 201720 
Pte. Ross, J. 201474 
Pte. Rylett, W. 42070 
Pte. Sanderson, A. 2488 
Pte. Sangster, R. J. 205483 
Pte. Savage, 5. 1079 
Pte. Sawycr, G. W. 42156 
Pte. Scales, J. H. 23894 
Pte. Schliechte, H. W. 29454 
Pte. Scott, F. 28484 
Pte. Scott, R. 29446 
Pte. Scott, T. 13060 
Pte. Scott, T. W. §2813 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Pte. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Raok and Name. 


Seaton, G. N. 
Sedgwick, A. 
Sellars, hi WwW. 
Sellers, H. 
Senior, A., M.M. 
Shakesby, R. 
Shaw, J. H. 
Shaw, G. W. 
Shearsmith, E. 
Shepherd, A. E. 
Shepherd, D. 
Sherburn, J. S. 
Sherman, A. 
Simmonds, P. D. 
Simpson, E. 
Sissons, J. 
Skipworth, J. W. 
Sleight, J. 
Sloan, J. 

Smart, L. 

Smelt, F. L. 
Smethburst, J. W. 
Smethurst, W. 
Smith, H. 
Smith, H. P. 


. Smith, J. H. 

. Smith, J. L. 

. Smith, J. M. 

. Smith, J. R. 

. Smith, R. B. 

. Smith, S. E., wom. 


Smithson, S. G. 


. Snec, W, 

. Snell, S, 

. Snell, W. 

. Snowden, G. F, 
. Sowerby, W. 

. Sparkes, B. 

. Spavin, C, 

. Speckman, V. 

. Spivey, J. 

. Spooner, H. S, 

. Starkey, H. 

. Statham, H. 

. Stather, F. 

. Steeley, G. 

. Stephenson, G. T. 
. Stephenson, P. 
. Stephenson, W. 
. Stevenson, J. A. 
. Stock, F. E, 

. Stockdale, J. R. 
. Stokes, W. 

. Storey, C. 

. Storry, C. H. 

. Storry, G. C. 

. Storry, H. 

. Story, B.R. 

. Strafford, B. 

. Suddaby, A. 

. Sunlev, W. 


Sutherby, A. 


. Sutton, A. 

. Sutton, M. 

. Swainson, G. F. 
. Symnonds, G. 

. Tansill, F. 

. Tate, J. E. 

. Taylor, A. H. 

. Taylor, G. D. 

. Taylor, J. 

. Taylor, :: R. 


Taylor, 


429 


430 


No. 
2195 
4696 

25023 
201783 
2544 
201393 
3740 
4455 
2454 
2371 
42140 
§2836 
1780 
3379 
3219 
29463 
29564 
2672 
2948 
2988 
220138 
2009 37 
201249 
3614 
203526 
13381 
1770 
201 348 
220191 
220147 
4302 
20rd21 
1214 
3578 
203595 
28550 
42158 
2370 
201208 
1661 
3803 
201731 
3414 
201526 
201656 
42159 
3140 
42160 
205404 
4919 
202933 
408Q1 
201536 


No. 


oss Sergt. Blyth, J. T. 


Appendix I. 


1/4ms BATTALION. 
PRIVATES—continued. 


Rank and Name. 


. Taylor, R. 

. Taylor, R. E. 

. Taylor, S. 

. Teal, E. 

. Teesdale, L. 

. Tennison, G. W. 
. Tennison, R. 

. Thacker, F. 

. Thackery, H. E. 
. Thomas, A. 

. Thomas, d Li 

. Thomas, L. H. 
. Thompson, E. 

. Thompson, E. R. 
. Thompson, H. 

. Thompson, J. W. 
. Thompson, M. 

. Thompson, S. 

. Thoresby, H. E. 
. Thrussell, E. A. 
. Tindall, J. W. 

. Tiplady, F. A., Mot. 
. Tock, R. 

. Todd, C. 

. Todd, S. S, 

. Todd, W. 

. Tomlinson, F. 

. Tomlinson, T. 

. Tooley, C. 

. Towers, W. 

. Tripp, J. A. 

. Trowell, G. W. 

. Tummon, R. 

. Turner, E. P. 

. Turner, R. 

. Venus, K. 

. Vowles, H. 

. Wade, A. N. 

. Waite, F. R. 

. Waldby, H. 

. Walker, A. G. 

. Walkington, E. 
. Wallis, W. F. 

. Wallis, W. 

. Walpole, C. 

. Walsh, J. 

. Walters, M. H. 
. Ward, C. H. 

. Ward, W. P. 

. Wardell, T. 

. Warnes, C. 

. Warren, B. F. 

. Waters, A. 


No. 


2OII44 
18096 
3227 
1538 
29568 
3735 
4540 
1092 
1647 
1864 
4755 
203492 
1993 
41071 
201078 
2205 
3708 
42109 
2482 
4336 
1853 
29892 
11/1220 
4188 
202239 
42176 
40153 
29448 
2296 
42166 
37141 
42115 
200986 
200546 
27078 
42167 
201173 
57774 
42129 
42169 
3880 
2498 
1233 
3167 
3367 
2665 
1559 
33342 
3155 
40895 
42171 
1213 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
. Webb, L. A. 

. Webster, G. H. 

. Wharram, W. 

. Wharton, E, 

. Wheldale, A. 

_ Whiley, A. 

. Whittaker, G. H. 

. White, T. A. 

. Whitehead, H. 

_ Whittle, M. 

. Wickens, F. C. 

. Wilcockson, E. 

. Wiles, J. W. 

. Wilkinson, A. 

. Wilkinson, J. W. M. 
. Willcox, G. W. 

. Williams, A. T. 

. Wiliams, D .W. 

. Williams, G. T. 

. Willmer, L. 

. Wilson, D. 

. Wilson, G. 

. Wilson, G. H. 

. Wilson, M. 

. Wilson, R. 

. Windsor, J. E. 

. Winn, J. 

. Winter, C. 

. Wood, R. 

. Woodhall, C. E. 

. Woodhouse, H. 

. Woolford, A. E. 

. Workman, G. 

. Worsnop, M. J. 

. Wrigelesworth, A. 

. Wrigglesworth, J. H. 
. Wright, H. 

. Wright, H 

. Wright, P. 

_ Wright, T. J. 

. Wright, W. 

. Woodward, C. G. 

. Yardley, A. S. 

Pte. 
Pte. 


Rank and Name. 


Waterhouse, W. 
Watkiss, G. 
Watson, A. 
Watson, A. 
Watson, R. 
Watts, T. W. 
Waugh, R. J. 


Yates, E. 
Young, S. 


Totat W.Os., N.C.Os. AND MEN = 939. 


2/4TH BATTALION. 


SERGEANTS AND LANCE-SERGEANTS. 


Rank and Name. 


4618 Sergt. Sharp, W. 


No. 


Rank and Name. 


2236 L/Sergt. Thompson, W. G. 


CorPORALS AND LANCE-CoRPORALS. 


3274 L/Corpl. Middleton, T. 


202831 


Corpl. Wright, A. E. 


No. 


225387 
41108 
1265 
1338 


[ No. 
6/6993 


3/6954 
11608 
8607 
14658 
19319 
11526 
3/7807 
7105 
12357 
10824 
8431 
16313 
8659 
8778 


Appendix I, 431 
2/4tH BATTALION. 


PRIVATES. 
Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
Pte. Briggs, L. 203831 Pte. Maden, E. 
Pte. Burgess, J. 3530 Pte. Marwood, S. 
Pte. Clappison, J. A. 48602 Pte. Melton, A. 
Pte. Crowther, M. 6032 Pte. Miley, A. . 
Pte. Dannatt, A. R. 201349 Pte. Moore, S. W. 
Pte. Edwards, C. §143 Pte. Smith, T. 
Pte. Glassbrook, R. 202660 Pte. Synnott, M. 
Pte. Lawton, J. 203706 Pte. Veal, A. J. 
Pte. Linford, G. W. 2463 Pte. Wolfe, H. E. 
Pte. Lofthouse, A. 
Torat N.C.Os. AND MEN = 24. 
1/stH BATTALION. 
CoRPORALS AND LANCE-CoRPORALS. 
No. Rank and Name. 
16 Corpl. Edmondson, T. E. 
PRIVATES. 
Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
Pte. Anthony, R. 226039 Pte. Gale, H. T. 
‘Pte. Brice, R. 225306 Pte. Jackson, H. 
Pte. Burton, G. 981 Pte. Parker, F. 
Pte. Cutts, G. W. 1487 Pte. Smith, W. W. 
TotaL N.C.Os. AnD MEN = 9. 
6TH BATTALION. 
WARRANT OFFICERS AND COLOUR-SERGEANTS. 
Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
C.S.M. Thiele, W. 9227 C.S.M. Wood, W. 
SERGEANTS AND LANCE-SERGEANTS. 
Sergt. Airey, R. 10447 Sergt. Lockham, W. J. 
Sergt. Ames, C. 13/714 A/‘Sergt. Lydon, M., mee. 
Sergt. Banks, J. F. 6/10684 L/Sergt. Nicholson, H. H. 
A/Sergt. Blair, F. 6/10790 L/Sergt. Patterson, F. 
A/Sergt. Bourne, E. 5/6975 Sergt. Rich, A. T. 
A/Sergt. Brown, C. E. 6/11043  Sergt. Richardson, H. E. 
Sergt. Bryan, E. 11142 L/Sergt. Scheels, J. W. 
Sergt. Chapman, W. H. 3/7756 Sergt. Slack, A. FE. 
L/Sergt. Copeman, O. 9377. L/Sergt. Stockdale, T. 
L/Sergt. Dobson, J. 16524 L/Sergt. Tee, A. W. 
Sergt. Featherstone, A. 3/6960 Sergt. Vinen, C. L. 
L/Sergt. Hall, W. 3/7049 Sergt. Westwood, G. 
Sergt. Kerwick, W. T. 10466 Sergt. Wing, T. D. 
Sergt. Leck, H. 3/685r Sergt. Wroot, G. W. 


fe 
w 


No. 


1I219 
156460 
16258 
Epsi2 
IObIg 

7415 
11710 
3, O811 
14312 
YOI71 
22458 
10920 
10899 
11698 
10628 
10974 
10513 
16303 
1ON51 
13625 
3 0977 
14533 
11353 
29610 


10468 
40416 
3 5224 
13604 
10520 
IO822 

6703 
3/0870 
13509 
13007 
15141 
15107 
16433 
10729 
14623 
17912 
40708 
17797 
15607 
13953 
13559 
17413 
10764 
10606 
10398 
16434 
LIIS§5 
10383 
16898 
10750 
1954! 
15272 
ITOITI 
“9300 
11§22 
16406 
13550 
ION13 
17479 
3.7146 
36742 
13157 
16410 


Appendix I. 


6rH BATTALION. 


CoRPORALS AND LANCE-CoRPORALS. 


Rank and Name. No. 
A.Corpl. Barrass, G. W. 11060 
A/L;Corpl. Blakemore, T. W. 3/0701 
Corpl. Bowen, T. 49494 
A,Corpl. Brooke, C. 13500 
L,Corpl. Brown, H. 40563 
Corpl. Catley, H. I1gS2 
Corp]. Clubley, W. 140686 
Corp}. Cox, G. 44004 
A,L/Corpl. Crawford, G. 10767 
A/Corpl. Creasey, J. 13684 
A, Corpl. Dawson, H. 6/14729 
L;Corpl. Dick, J. 6/10794 
L;Corpl. Dixon, W. H. 20984 
L/Corpl. Dove, H. A. 11132 
L,Corp]. Dunn, F. 6/10640 
L‘Corpl. Elsworth, L. 11044 
L:Corpl. Everatt, C. W. 14330 
Corpl. Fenwick, C. 6/100633 
Corpl. Fisher, T. 17418 
L Corpl. Fisher, G. W. J. 11730 
L Corp]. Golding, W. 3/6079 
A,Corpl. Goodinson, J. 10537 
L,Corpl. Haldenby, T. 14343 
L‘Corpl. Hayes, W. F. 16391 

PRIVATES. 

Pte. Adams, J. 10826 
Pte. Adams, A. 11539 
Pte. Allen, W. 13632 
Pte. Allison, T. 11583 
Pte. Anderson, C. 12246 
Pte. Anderson, H. 15152 
Pte. Audrews, J. W. 10423 
Pte. Andrews, C. 10635 
Pte. Aston, W. T. 10549 
Pte. Atkinson, W. F. 10667 
Pte. Atkinson, H. 13668 
Pte. Atkinson, H. B. 12161 
Pte. Baker, A. 10621 
Pte. Baker, A. 13542 
Pte. Barkess, R. 13702 
Pte. Barrass, J. 13508 
Pte. Beans, C. P. 14078 
Pte. Beardmore, J. 24665 
Pte. Bell, A. 10609 
Pte. Bellaby, P. 12/1059 
Pte. Benn, J. W. 14499 
Pte. Bescoby, J. B. 15322 
Pte. Beverley, G. 10544 
Pte. Bird, C. ISIo1 
Pte. Bisby, G. W. 10888 
Pte. Blickwood, J. 11478 
Pte. Bond, A. 40640 
Pte. Boves, E. 12348 
Pte. Braithwaite, R. 13957 
Pte. Briggs, J. 6695 
Pte. Brighton, T. 19042 
Pte. Brooks, A. J. 10749 
Pte. Brown, A. 15786 
Pte. Brown, f. 12232 
Pte. Brown, T. W. 3/7058 
Pte. Bryden, M. 10914 
Pte. Bryson, C. 10853 
Pte. Burn, W. H. 12238 
Pte. Buxton, F. 13773 
Pte. Byrne, T. 202604 
Pte. Calder, J. 9066 
Pte. Carpenter, W. I1§2t 
Pte. Carr, C. 15469 


Rank and Name. 
L/Corpl. Joyce, F. C. 
AjCorpl. Judd, J. 
Corpl. Judges, I. C, 
Corp]. Kellie, D. 
A/Corpl. Knox, B. T. 
Corpl. Lee, A. 
Corp]. Lumsden, G. W. 
L/Corpl. March, P. C. 
LjCorpl. McIntyre, J. 
L;Corpl. Mould, W. 
L/Corpl. Nairn, J. J. 
L;Corpl. Newton, T. 
Corpl. Ogilvie, J. 
A;Corpl. O'Keeffe, W. 
L/Corpl]. Parker, H. 
L:Corpl. Postill, J. H. 
L/Corpl. Reed, J. 
L,Corpl. Rumble, W. B. 
LiCorpl. Scott, J. 
Corpl. Skelton, W. 
Corpl. Spooner, J. 
L:Corpl. Thomas, H. 
L/Corpl. Thompson, W. 
L/Corpl. Trayner, J. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Casson, W. D. 
Charlesworth, F. 
Clarke, P. 
Clayton, H. 
Coates, A. 
Cockfield, G. 
Cogegin, J. 
Collinson, H. 
Conroy, J. 
Conway, F. 
Cook, G. S. 
Corrigan, M. 
Cotton, J. W. 
Cowell, C. 
Cowell, R. 
Cowles, D. 
Covle, J. 
Crowther, A. 
Cummings, G. 
Daddy, H. 
Davison, G. R. 
Dawson, A. 
Deakin, J. 
Deakin, P. 
Dearing, C. 
Dent, G. 
Devenish, S. V 
Dickinson, A. 
Dixon, H. 
Dixon, S. 
Doney, A. 
Doran, J. 
Douglass, P. 
Doyle, J. 
Drinkall, F. 
Driver, F. 
Drury, J. 
Duntin, H. 
Durkin, W. 
Duteson, H. 
Easeman, T. 
Edley, A. 
Edwards, E. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Rank and Name. 


Egan, J. 
Elhott, R. 
Ellitson, G. 
Etery, J. 
Everall, G. 
Fairburn, C. 
Fearn, F. 
Femens, J. 
Finn, J. 
Finneran, J. 
Fisher, W. 
Fletcher, S. 
Fletcher, T. W. 
Forder, C. 

Fox, R. M. 
Fowles, L. 
Franks, G. H. 
Franks, T. W. 
French, F. A. 
French, F. G. 
Gaffey, G. W. 
Gant, J. T. 
Garton, G. W. 
Garvey, T. 
Gascoigne, S. 
Gascoigne, J. P. 
Gibson, J. W. 
Gillcy, W. 
Glanville, J. S. 
Gleghorn, D. 
Glover, A. B. 
Graham, B. 
Graham, J. 
Graham, V. 
Grainger, J. 
Gray, J. W. 
Griffin, S. 
Grove, A, 
Gunshon, G. H. 
Gutridge, G. 
Hadley, J. T. 
Halkon, G. 
Hall, E. 

Hall, G. 

Hall, T. W. 
Hall, W. 

Hall, W. J. 
Hamilton, T. 
Hardy, W. C. 
Harratt, F. W. 
Harnis, G. H. 
Hart, J. 
Harvey, H. G. 
Harvey, J. 
Hatch, W. 
Havwood, T. 
Hedley, J. 
Heginbotham, G. 
Helm, J. W. 
Henderson, J. 
Heppcell, T. W. 
Hester, T. 
Hetherington, J. 
Hetherington, R. 
Hiddlestone, C. C, 
Hill, E. 

Hilton, J. H. 
Hildyard, T. F. 
Hodgson, J. R. 
Hodson, J. W. 
Holland, W. E. 
Hopkins, W. 
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PrivaTEs—continued. 

No. Rank and Name. 
15150 Pte. Hudson, J. 
10361 Pte. Hunter, F. 
14276 Pte. Husband, J. 
11054 Pte. Hutchinson, H. 
38670 Pte. Hutchinson, J. 
13664 Pte. Irwin, J. W. 
14901 Pte. Jackson, V. M. 
14706 Pte. Jaines, J. 
10839 Pte. James, W. 
10657 Pte. Jarvis, A. H. 

205278 Pte. Jefferson, F. 
203731 Pte. Jenkins, J. 
14845 Pte. Johnson, E. 
15234 Pte. Johnson, M. 
10595 Pte. Johnson, R. 
16449 Pte. Johnston, H. 
15420 Pte. Jones, W. 
10913 Pte. Jordan, A. G. 
13634 Pte. Joyce, G. H. 
16513. Pte. Reedy, J. 
40564 Pte. Keir, D. L. 
14292 Pte. Kelly, J. 
3/0974 Pte. Key, W. 
40391 Pte. Kirby, W. 
10649 Pte. Lane, N. 
10855 Pte. Langdale, F. 
10562 Pte. Larvin, J. 
16319 Pte. Lawson, W. 
1088: Pte. Leedham, W. A. 
40746 Pte. Leigh, E. S, 
3/6036 Pte. Lyons, T. 
13567 Pte. Mackay, W. 
15622 Pte. Mallaby, J. H. 
40657 Pte. Maloney, F. 
14770 Pte. Mangles, J. W. 
10446 Pte. Marr, S. 
11612 Pte. Marsh, W. 
13960 Pte. Martin, J. 
19053. Pte. Martin, W. M. 
3/9283 Pte. Mascall, A. 
13496 Pte. Masscy, J. H. 
13649 Pte. Matthews, G. A. 
11107. Pte. Matthews, H. 
16670 Pte. May, F. 
10455 Pte. McAlpine, T. 
10773 Pte. McCabe, W. 
10747 Pte. McCain, A. 
16418 Pte. McCoy, J. 
11095 Pte. MeDonald, R. 
16517. Pte. McFadyen, N. 
3/6982 Pte. McFarlane, W. 
17163 Pte. McGrath, T. 
10708 Pte. McKee, J. 
13614 Pte. McKenzie, G. G. 
3/9818 Pte, Medhurst, T. E. 
15014 Pte. Middlemass, G. J. 
10478 Pte. Miller, G. E. 
10349 Pte. Mills, G. A. 
13305 Pte. Moore, L. 
13507 Pte. Moore, R. T. 
6678 Pte. Morgan, G. 
11464 Pte. Morris, G. 
10672 Pte. Morrod, J. J. 
10442 Pte. Morrod, W. 
16377. Pte. Mount, W. 
1§355 Pte. Murray, H. 
6/13547 Pte. Nattrass, T. 
24985 Pte. Neal, T. 
6/10559 Pte. Nevitt, y, 
6/17378 Pte. Nixon, F. 
26677. Pte. Norton, S. 
11582 Pte. O'Hara, J. 
10337. Pte. O'Neill, A. 
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434 
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10483 
7103 
17949 
11359 
6/15756 
11576 
19326 
3/6821 
10692 
6/10656 
6/10643 
3/19443 
6/108 37 
14884 
29810 
6/10945 
6/10639 
3/6086 
29812 
9/14303 
14333 
11/r4I 
10709 
12187 
6/13617 
6/10387 
11366 
6/10551 
3/6705 
6/13568 
T4095 
14338 
10577 
6/14160 
6/10760 
6/10715 
15459 
14677 
11295 
6/10993 
17545 
49754 
10806 
3/6661 
11056 
13705 
S149 
10510 
13669 
6/6828 
10650 
11048 
15580 
10832 
16343 
10664 
10933 
10936 
1I049 
10674 
13722 


No. 
201410 
11977 
14508 
R0922 
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6TH BATTALION. 
PRIVATES—continued. 


Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
Pte. O'Reilly, F. 16200 Pte. Stockdale, W. 
Pte. Oxley, J. W. 13612 Pte. Stonehouse, C. B. 
Pte. Oyston, T. 15643 Pte. Stoves, T. W. 
Pte. Palmer, J. T. 10879 Pte. Straughan, G. 
Pte. Parker, C. E. 16441 Pte. Streets, J. A. 
Pte. Parker, R. A. 13581 Pte. Sutton, R. G. 
Pte. Parkinson, D. W. 34583 Pte. Sweeting, G. W. 
Pte. Parkinson, J. 40469 Pte. Swift, C. H. 
Pte. Parkinson, J. 19770 Pte. Taylor, C. E. 
Pte. Parsons, W. H. 16457 Pte. Taylor, G. 
Pte. Partis, J. 10802 Pte. Taylor, G. A. 
Pte. Patrick, F. W. 13597 Pte. Tavlorson, A. 
Pte. Pattinson, F. 14551 Pte. Teasdale, J. 
Pte. Peace, H. S. 15421 Pte. Temperley, J. T. 
Pte. Peck, S. P. 13605 Pte. Thompson, H. EB 
Pte. Pepper, H. 34838 Pte. Thorn, J. W. T. 
Pte. Perkins, A. 14344 Pte. Thorne, F. 
Pte. Perry, J. T. 3/6359 Pte. Tindle, R. 
Pte. Platt, D. 32846 Pte. Todd, J. A. 
Pte. Potts, I. L. 12181 Pte. Tong, A. W. 
Pte. Prior, J. 10566 Pte. Topham, T. 
Pte. Pritchett, W. J. 11384 Pte. Towle, G. W. 
Pte. Purvis, S. 15821 Pte. Tranter, T. 
Pte. Radford, G. 13574 Pte. Tuffnell, R. A. 
Pte. Raffle, W. . 16393 Pte. Turner, J. 
Pte. Revell, J. 15233 Pte. Tye, W. 
Pte. Richardson, G. 10393 Pte. Usher, R. 
Pte. Richmond, G. 15345 Pte. Vickers, T. 
Pte. Ridlington, P. E. 14659 Pte. Wake, M. 
Pte. Roberts, A. 29729 Pte. Walker, J. F. 
Pte. Robertson, J. 19353 Pte. Walker, R. 
Pte. Robinson, J. W. 27809 Pte. Waller, G. 
Pte. Robinson, R. 10564 Pte. Waller, J. 
Pte. Robson, A. 16821 Pte. Walsh, P. 
Pte. Robson, A. V. 14949 Pte. Walton, J. 
Pte. Robson, C. 10348 Pte. Wass, J. 
Pte. Robson, G. 10924 Pte. Watson, J. 
Pte. Routledge, I. A. 12402 Pte. Watson, J. W. 
Pte. Rowan, S. 10659 Pte. Watson, W. 
Pte. Rushton, H. W. 10934 Pte. Westoby, W. 
Pte. Scott, J. A. 40408 Pte. Wetton, J. H. 
Pte. Scott, J. I. 19186 Pte. Wheatley, T. C. 
Pte. Scougall, J. F. 10630 Pte. Wheeler, H. A, 
Pte. Shearsmith, R. 13638 Pte. White, J. 
Pte. Sherburn, J. 15108 Pte. White, J. A. 
Pte. Sherratt, L. 17709 Pte. Whiteley, T. 
Pte. Simpson, T. W. 10467 Pte. Whitfield, J. 
Pte. Slaney, G. 36725 Pte. Whitham, G. A, 
Pte. Sleight, G. G. 1og1r Pte. Willis, L. 
Pte. Smales, J. H. 293833 Pte. Wilson, F. 
Pte. Smedley, C. 13594 Pte. Wison, J. 
Pte. Smith, C. 14788 Pte. Wilson, P. C. 
Pte. Smith, F. 18036 Pte. Wise, E. 
Pte. Smith, G. 10741 Pte. Witty, H.S. 
Pte. Smith, J. 11367 Pte. Wolfendale, A. 
Pte. Snowden, H. 27291 Pte. Wood, C. C. 
Pte. Southard, J. W. 10550 Pte. Wood, J. E. 
Pte. Spencer, H. 10906 Pte. Woodbridge, G. 
Pte. Spivey, A. 31469 Pte. Wright, W. 
Pte. Stanley, E. 11052. Pte. Youlton, J. 
Pte. Stanley, T. A. 1221§ Pte. Young, J. R. 


Totat W.Os., N.C.Os. AND MEN = 432. 


oth BATTALION. 


WaRRANT OFFICERS AND CoOLOUR-SERGEANTS. 


Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
C.S.M. Bulmer, J. 6895 C.S.M. Elwin, H. 
C.S.M. Carr, P., D.C.M., M.M. 3/7082 C.Q.M.S. Furlong, M. 
C.S.M. Claughan, F.J.R g115 C/Sergt. Hodgson, A. 
C.S.M. Cowell, R., mom. 12677. A/C.S.M. Shortland, E. 
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orn BATTALION. 
SERGEANTS AND LANCE-SERGEANTS. 


Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name, 
Sergt. Adams, G. 11680 Sergt. Jackson, T., p.C.M. 
Sergt. Alger, J. 12133 L/Sergt. Jennett, W. 
Sergt. Arnold, A. 8328 L/Sergt. King, P. 
L/Sergt. Ashley, A. E., M.u. 9592 Sergt. Leech, F. S. 
Sergt. Barnes, J. 37342 Sergt. Levers, A. C. 
A/Sergt. Barnett, L. 11705 Sergt. Lyne, E. 
Sergt. Barry, P. 11570 Sergt. Mangan, M. 
L/Sergt. Bateman, C. 12074 Sergt. Morton, S. W. 
Sergt. Botham, J. S. 11824 L/Sergt. Musson, A. W. 
Sergt. Carter, H., M.m. 15344 Sergt. Nolan, P. 
Sergt. Chatterton, T. 8270 Sergt. Read, G. W. 
Sergt. Cowman, P. 11662 Sergt. Roach, C. E. 
Sergt. Curry, J., M.m. 3/7064 Sergt. Robson, A. 
Sergt. Dance, J. A. 12621 Sergt. Rothwell, T. 
Sergt. Davis, F., m.. 11879 Sergt. Smith, J., M.M. 
Sergt. Dawson, H. E. 12295 A/L/Sergt. Smith, W. 
L/Sergt. Deakin, D. 13096 L/Sergt. Stevens, W. 
Sergt. Dry, F. W. 12/420 Sergt. Taylor, D 
Sergt. Duffy, T. 11663 Sergt. Titterton, F. 
L/Sergt. English, W. D. 14582 Sergt. Todd, A., M.M. 
Sergt. Excell, T. 28246 Sergt. Todd, W. H. 
Sergt. Farr, C. 8956 Sergt. Trainer, R. J. 
Scrgt. Fearnley, J. W. 8312 Sergt. Turner, C. C. 
Sergt. Gardiner, E. J. 7942 Sergt. Varey, G. H. 
Sergt. Harnis, E. 3/5755 L/Sergt. Walton, W. 
Sergt. Hiley, N. 11/641 Sergt. Waudby, A. C. 
Sergt. Holmes, J. T. 15285 Sergt. Woodward, W. 
Sergt. Hughes, J. E. 11800 Sergt. Wright, E. 


Sergt. Jackson, H., v.c. 


CorPORALS AND LANCE-CORPORALS. 


L/Corpl. Adamson, F. 12723 Corpl. Frost, C. G., p.c.m. 
Corp]. Amos, I. F. W., mom 14360 L/Corpl. Giblin, E. 
L/Corpl. Anderson, G. 28991 L/Corpl. Gillespie, R. C. V. 
Corpl. Bailey, J. 30871 L/Corpl. Grassby, O., M.M. 
L/Corpl. Bainbridge, G. R. 9228 Corpl. Gregory, H. 
L/Corpl. Barrett, C. 30879 L/Corpl. Harland, E. 
L/Corpl. Bateman, T. B. 200791 L/Corpl. Harrison, B. 
Corpl. Beresford, G. W. 10959 Corpl. Harrison, E. 
L/Corpl. Blanchard, E. E. 3/6184 L/Corpl. Hawksworth, W. F. 
L/Corpl. Blythe, R. 11707. L/Corpl. Higgins, W. 
L/Corpl. Booker, G. 29399 L/Corpl. Hill, C. 

L/Corpl. Bradley, C. 12001 Corpl. Hinch, G. E. 
Corpl. Brown, J. S. 15123 L/Corpl. Hodgson, A. 
Corpl. Brownhill, J. 19249 L/Corpl. Holland, F. A. 
L/Corpl. Burton, A. 11208 L/Corpl. Horberry, A. 

LE 'Corpl. Buttery, A. 37187 Corpl. Houghton, H. 
L/Corpl. Buttery, R. 11804 Corpl. Jackson, G. 

Corp]. Byford, F. 11996 Corpl. Jackson, S. 
L/Corpl. Cammack, R. M. 11204 A/Corpl. Johnson, G. H. 
A/Corpl. Carpenter, W. 12669 Corpl. Johnson, J. W. 
L/Corpl. Clegg, G. H. 11/1348 Corpl. Keable, J. W., M.M. 
L/Corpl. Colgrave, M. 34962 L/Corpl. Keighley, H. 
L/Corpl. Collin, H. H. 3/7306 Corpl. Kingston, T. G. 
L/Corpl. Cooper, T. F. 17593 L/Corpl. Kirkham, J. G. 
L/Corpl. Cordock, J. W. 7298 Corpl. Lambert, H. 

Corpl. Cox, J. 12257  L/Corpl. Lane, J. W. 
Corp]. Dawson, G. A. 29276 L/Corpl. Last, F. 

L/Corpl. Dean, A. 15115 L/Corpl. Liddle, C. 
L/Corpl. Dean, J. 11530 Corpl. Lincoln, F. 
L/Corpl. Dearing, R. 12689 L/Corpl Lomas, T. 
L/Corpl. Deas, A. T. 11724 L/Corpl. Luff, T. 

L/Corpl. Drewery, J. 12170 L/Corp!. Lumb, S. 

Corpl. Eccles, J. 11276 L/Corpl. Mann, W. 

Corpl. Ellis, J. T. 12360 Corpl. Marshall, J. W. 
L/Corpl. Ellis, W. F. 28387 L/Corpl. McManomny, Ms 
L/CorpI. Exon, J. 41443 Corpl. McNeil, E. 
L/Corpl. Foss, J. A. 9753 L/Corpl. McPherson, W. 
L/Corpl. Foster, J. 7914 L/Corpl. Merry, A. F. 
Corpl. Foster, R. H. 30734 L/Corpl. Mitchell, J. 
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ath BATTALION. 


CoRPORALS AND LANCE-CorPORALS—continued. 
No. 


Rank and Name. 


L/Corpl. Naylor, G. 
Corp]. Nickolay, J 
A/Corpl. Parker, J. B. 
L/Corpl. Parkin, W. 
L/Corpl. 
L/Corpl. 
L/Corpl. 
L/Corpl. 
L/Corpl. 
A/Corpl. 
L/Corpl. 


Patrick, J. W. 
Petty, W. H. 
Plews, S. M. 
Power, M. 
Rainbert, E. J. 
Ritchie, D. 
L/Corpl. Robinson, E. 
L/Corpl. Sales, J. W. 
Corpl. Sargent, G. W. 
Corpl. Shramm, A. 
L/Corpl. Simons, H. 
L/Corpl. Taylor, H. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Abbott, G. 
Acey, W 
Ackroyd, G. 
Adams, E. 
Adams, R. F. 
Adamson, B. 
Adcock, J. A. 
Adlard, J. K. 
Ainsworth, J. H. 
Airson, W. 
Akers, S. 
Aldon, A. C. 
Alderson, E. 
Allen, J. 
Allison, A. 
Allison, W. 
Anderson, J. T. 
Andrew, E. W. 
Andrew, W. 
Andrews, A. G. 
Andrews, G. F. 
Andrews, J. R. 
Annis, A. W. 
Appleby, F. 
Applegate, R. B. 
Appleton, G. W. 
Appleton, J. R. 
Applin, W. A. 
Archer, E. 
Arksey, J. W. 
Armitage, C. 
Armitage, H. 
Armstrong, H. 
Askham, W. H. 
Asprey, A. 
Astin, E. 
Atkinson, J. 
Atkinson, M. 
Axelby, J. 
Bailey, H. 
Bain, J. 

Bains, H. 
Baker, A. 
Baker, A. 
Baker, T. H. 
Barber, F. V. 
Barber, G. H. 
Barber, W. R. 
Baren, T. 
Barker, A. E. 
Baron, J. H. 


Parsons, C. H. W. 
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29212 
20003 
12/142 
9095 
14662 
17903 
13/398 
10/272 
28293 
30829 
11135 
14572 
12130 
31312 
21725 
200388 


PRIVATES. 


11998 
41957 
33395 
3/0365 
29274 
33212 
27819 
14805 
13255 
24959 
30840 
33064 
54605 
13080 
11498 
39443 
35177 
10153 
205809 
37210 
225595 
12/132 
7429 
12/806 
24464 
18411 
14167 
13397 
29527 
37185 
51433 
28413 
54677 
22725 
11781 
28318 
200604 
12683 
21937 
14471 
30855 
30848 
21371 
40986 
33456 
40788 
10/467 
3/6738 
11913 
§2020 
205804 


Rank and Name. 


Corpl. Taylor, W. 
L/Corpl. “Tomlinson, W 
L/Corpl. Tonnecliffe, J. 
Corpl. Wadds, J. 
L/Corpl. Wake, J. 
L/Corpl. Wales, J. C. 
L/Corpl. Watkin, F. A. 
Corpl. West, H. F. 
L/Corpl. Widdop, A. 
L/Corpl. Wilkinson, G. O. 
Corpl. Wilks, J. W. 
L/Corpl. Wilson, ) ore 
A/Corpl. W oolhouse, J.-f. 
L/Corpl. Wragg, J. 
L/Corpl. Wright, J. H. 
LjCorpl. Wright, S. F. 


. Barraclough, H. 
. Barraclough, J. N. 
. Bartley, A. 

. Barton, H. 

. Bater, J. 

. Bateson, A. E. 

. Battarbee, R. E. 
. Beaney, W. 

. Beardmore, J. 

. Beaumont, L. 

. Bell, E.R. 

. Bell, H. 

. Bell, P. 

. Berrington, C. 

. Berry, A. 

. Best, F. 

. Best, H. 

. Bettinson, W. 

. Betts, H. J. 

. Billing, P. 

. Bills, W. 

. Binge, H. 

. Binney, H. 

. Binnington, S. 

. Binnington, W. H. 
. Birch, P. 

. Birkett, N. 

. Blake, F. D. 

. Blakeston, G. 

. Blatchford, R. H. 
. Blenkinsopp, T. G. 
. Blenkiron, E. W. 
. Blogg, C. 

. Boseman, G. L. 
. Bond, A. 

. Booth, J. 

. Bosworth, C. 

. Bottom, T. 

. Brabbs, G. P. 

. Bradbury, C. 

. Bradley, J. 

. Braimbridge, G. 
. Braithwaite, S. 

. Brameld, A. T. 

. Brand, H. E. 

. Brassington, J. 

. Brealey, A. 

. Brett, A. J. 

». Brewster, G. W. 
. Briggs, C. 

. Broadbent, H. 


4 
. Broom, W. 
. Brown, H. 
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PrivaTEs—continued. 


Rank and Naine. 


. Brown, W. 

. Brownlee, E. 

. Brumpton, E. 
. Brumpton, W. 
. Brunt, G. 

. Buckley, N. 

. Bulliment, E. 
. Burgan, H. 

:. Burgess, W. 

. Burke, J. 

. Burke, T. 

. Burnett, G. 

. Burton, J. 

. Burton, W. 

. Bushell, H. H. 
. Butterfield, P. 
. Buxton, J. 

. Byers, B. R. 

. Byles, H. 

. Cain, H. 

. Cames, H. 

. Callaghan, E. 
. Calvert, H. 

. Cannon, J. 

. Carroll, J. 

. Carruthers, J. 
. Carter, J. F. 

. Cartledge, H. 
. Caselton, A. H. 
. Cass, A. 

. Cattle, E. 

. Cattle, J. R. 

. Caunt, D. 

. Chambers, C. W. 
. Chambers, G. 
. Cheavin, J. 

. Childe, N. E. 

. Chipp, G. 

. Chisholm, J. 

. Chorley, J. 

. Christelow, M. 
. Church, V. 

. Clark, R. 

. Clark, R. T. 

. Clarke, C. 

. Clarke, G. 

. Clarke, J. 

. Clarke, W. H. 
. Clarkson, J. 

. Clatterbrook, F. 
. Clayton, J. 

. Clough, H. 

. Clough, S. 

. Clough, T. 

. Clover, T. 

. Coates, W. 

. Cockerell, F. 

. Cogein, W. 

. Coils, W. 

. Coley, E. 

. Collins, J. E. 
. Colver, J. F. 

. Cooper, W. 

é Cop 

. Corteen, W. 


cy, W. H. 


No. 


220089 
12/1434 
17346 
22752 
25630 
17534 
12/873 
25266 
16293 
1§605 
200495 
40491 
2005385 
25495 
gol2 
30863 
21520 
1Ogo04 
T1187 
II465 
21269 
12/554 
IIg04 
32991 
19871 
38946 
22051 
13/1421 
36065 
18055 
11670 
39468 
10971 
40034 
14343 
201717 
§1262 
33418 
34949 
§12606 
30844 
201222 
11130 
28775 
33060 
39936 
11625 
37867 
13203 
12300 
12/200 
8055 
19505 
12174 
21709 
39391 
39408 
3/7028 
40823 
225856 
37563 
10980 
36883 
12675 
13330 
' 10/1095 
18614 
51540 
34250 
1195 
28335 
52850 
38286 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
. Dearden, H. 
* Deighton, W 
~ Denman, W. 


Kank and Nuine, 


Cottrell, R. N. 
Coulson, C. H. 
Coulson, J. 
Coupland, T. W. 
Coward, J. 
Cowe, J. G. 
Cowlam, E. 

Cow perthwaite, S, 
Cox, P. 

Coxon, G. E. 
Cranswick, M. 
Creighton, J. 
Cressey, R. E, 
Crick, A. 

Crisp, C. 

Croft, F. R. 
Cropper, G. S. 
Cummings, D. A. 
Dabell, W. J. 
Dale, F. 

Dale, F. 

Dalton, C. B. 
Dann, A. 

Dann, C. C. 
Davies, H 
Davis, G. W. 
Davis, H. 
Davis, T. 
Davison, A, 
Daykin, S$. 


. Dennett, A. 


. Dennison, T. 
. Deyes, J. 

. Dickens, P. 

. Dighin, W. 

. Dinsdale, A. 
. Dixon, C. 

iS Dixon, R. J. 


. Don, A. 


. Don, G. 

. Dooley, J. 

. Dorsey, W. 

. Douglas, R. J. 
. Downs, H. 

. Drake, J. B. 

. Draycott, R. J. 
. Duerden, T. 

. Dukes, C. W. 
. Dunhill, F. 

. Dunn, A. 

. Dunn, C. E. 

. Dunn, C. P. 


. Dunn, W. 


. Dunne, J. 
. Dunwell, J. 
. Durnam, W. 


. Dutton, G. 


». Early, G. 


. Eastman, W. H. 
. Easton, T. 

. Eastwood, W. H. 
. Eccles, T. 

. Edson, J. F. 

. Edwards, A. 

. Edwards, C. B. 

. Edwards, C. W. 
. Eley, C. H. 

. Ellis, J. R. 

. Ells, J. W. 

. Emerson, J. M 
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Rank and Name, 


Pte, Gorman, H. 
Pte. Gorry, T. H. 
Pte. Graham, I. 
Pte. Grainger, G. H. 
Pte. Grandige, R, M. 
Pte. Gray, G. E. 
Pte. Gray, R. 

Pte. Greaves, H. 
Pte. Greaves, W. 
Pte. Green, C. A. 
Pte. Greenfield, J. 
Pte. Gregory, E. 
Pte. Gresham, L. 
Pte. Hague, A. 

Pte. Hague, H. 

Pte. Haining, W. H. 
Pte. Hall, A. F. 


Pte. Harker, J. R, 
Pte. Harland, R. 

Pte. Harman, J. 

Pte. Harper, E. 

Pte. Harrington, E. G. 
Pte. Harris, K, 

Pte. Harris, W, 

Pte. Harrison, J. 

Pte. Harrison, R. 

Pte. Harrison, T. 

Pte. Hart, F. 

Pte. Hartley, W. H. 
Pte. Harvey, C. 

Pte. Harvey, C. J. 
Pte. Hawkins, C. R. 
Pte. Hawksworth, W. H. 
Pte. Hawley, J. E. 
Pte. Haynes, F. 

Pte. Haynes, w. 

Pte. Haywood, C. H. 
Pte. Hazel, W. 

Pte. Helliwell, E. 

Pte. Helm, A. 

Pte. Helmer, A. 

Pte. Hemshall, T. 

Pte. Henderson, F. iP, 
Pte. Henson, W. 

Pte. Hepher, C. G. 
Pte. Herron, J. 


Pte. Hindhaugh, Jt 
Pte. Hobson, W. 
Pte. Hodgson, G. EF. 
Pte. Hodgson, T. H. 
Pte. Hodgson, T. W, 
Pte Hodkin, H. 


Appendix I. 
7TH BATTALION. 
PRIVATES—continued. 
Rank and Name. No. 
Pte. Evans, C. w. 12199 
Pte Evans, G. ¥. 51483 
Pte. Evans, J. 51429 
Pte. Eyre, C 28332 
Pte. Fairbank J. W. 41986 
Pte Fariner, J. 36759 
Pte Farr, G. 14604 
Pte. Farrington, W, 39406 
Pte. Faweett, A. 17544 
Pte. Faweett, J. R. 11/613 
Pte eeney, C 36731 
Pte Fenby, W 31327 
Pte. Fenn, H 11669 
Pte. Ferrell, T 12068 
Pte. Finn, J. 39422 
Pte Finney, G. R T2714 
Pte. Firth, w 225573 
Pte. Fleming W. H. 29525 
Pte. Fletcher, F, 11339 
Pte. Fletcher, H. 14669 
Pte. Fletcher, T, 13251 
Pte. Flinn, D. 41996 
Pte. Foott, A. 13250 
Pte. Foster, E. 51402 
Pte Foster, F. 2I01r 
Pte. Foster, H. 11823 
Pte. Foster J. W. 11894 
Pte Foster, J. W 28274 
Pte Foster, W 12261 
Pte. Foster, W 11082 
Pte. Fox D. 3/6294 
Pte. Fox, H. 30011 
Pte. Fox, J. 17140 
Pte. Foxton, H, 3/7143 
Pte Frankpitt, BE. 203085 
Pte. Frary, C. 51435 
Pte. Freedman, M. 28778 
Pte reeman, F. 30880 
Pte Freeman, J. 51486 
Pte Fridlington, J. F. 28414 
Pte Froggectt, G. W. 13468 
Pte. Fuller, H. S. H. 11810 
Pte Fytche, W. L. 51450 
Pte Fytche, W. M, 21815 
Pte. Gale, G. H. 29362 
Pte. Gales, C, 22507 
Pte Gallagher, M. J. 13448 
Pte Galloway, G. D, 33310 
Pte Gardiner, R. 36666 
Pte Garforth, W. 27967 
Pte. Garland, a 37071 
Pte. Garth, A. A. 33098 
Pte Garthwaite, S. F, 28745 
Pte. Garwell, E. S. 24888 
Pte. Gatus, A. 29297 
Pte. Gee, S. 36922 
Pte Gerrard, B 40987 
Pte Gibson, J. Ww. 27366 
Pte. Gill, J. W 51§29 
Pte. Gill, T. B. 14/156 
Pte Gilling, J. W. 56792 
Pte. Ginnever, F, 33112 
Pte Gittins, R. 33229 
Pte. Glaister, A, 16952 
Pte Glentworth, E. 11469 
Pte Glover, F, 203784 
Pte. Godwin, G. 39632 
Pte. Good, S. 12/642 
Pte. Goodall, G. TI9QI7 
Pte. Goodare, P. 51425 
Pte. Goodfellow, R. dD. 12673 
Pte. Goodlife, J. W. 13249 
Pte. Goodwin, R. 12604 


Pte. Hogarth, J. 


2 


Rank and N ame, 


Pte. Hogg, G. 

Pte. Hogg, J. R. 

- Holden, F, 

; Holdsworth, H. H. 


- Hunt, E. 

- Hunt, J.C. 

- Hunt, F. w. 
Hunter, J. W, 

- Hunter, S, 

- Husband, R. H. 

- Hutchley, J. W. 

- Inglis, J. 

- Ives, W. 

. Jackling, G. 

- Jackson, E, 

- Jackson, Jj. 

- Jackson, W. ¢. 

- Jacques, J. 

- Jameson, A. 

- Jameson, W. 
Jarvis, E. 
Jarvis, R. 

- Jeanes, W. G. 

- Jefferies, A. 

- Jefferson, T. W. C. 

, Jenkinson, E. 

- Jennings, A. S, 

. Jessop, A. 

- Johnson, A. 

- Johnson, A. F. 

- Johnson, G. Hy 

- Johnson, J. 

- Johnson, J. R. 

- Johnson, T, 

- Johnstone, T. 

. Jones, J. 

. Jordan, G. 

- Jowett, A. 

. Jowett, W. 

. Joyce, P, 

- Jubb, J, 

- Keable, B. 

- Keates, C. H. . 

. Keith, A, 

- Keith, T. 

. Kelly, J. 

. Kelsey, H. 

- Kennington, T, 
Kent, W. 

- Kenton, H. 

. King, H. 

- Kirby, H. 

. Kirbyshaw, H. 
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Pri VATES—continued, 

No, Rank and Name, 
11635 = Pte. Kirlew, W., 
14749 Pte. Kitching, G, 
360668 Pte. Kitching, G. F, 
22707 Pte. Knaggs, J. W. 
225582 Pte. Knott, E, 
51518 Pte. Knott, R. Ww. 
17342 Pte. Lamb, A, 
16945 Pte. Landamore, C; 
37002 Pte, Langborne, P: 
19687 Pte. Langstaffe, A, H. 
30387 Pte. Lanham, G, 

202969 Pte. Large, C. W. 
10/1138 Pte, Laurie, J. 
18444 Pte. Laws, R. 
42007 Pte, Lawson, C. R. 
12/1325 Pte, Lawson, J. W. 
29341 Pte. Leach, G: 
11407 Pte. Leak, G. 
56619 Pte. Lee, b, 
29235 Pte. Lee, S. G. 
10/388 Pte. Leeming, A. 
5081r Pte. Lees, J. M. 
12100 Pte. Leigh, T. 
13331 Pte. Liddell, H. Ww. 
28877 Pte. Lightley, F, 
51451 Pte. Lindley, J. 
12035 Pte. Lingard, H. 
51407 Pte. Linsay, C. 
51693 Pte. Linsay, G 
42008 Pte, Loben, J.C 
226094 Pte. Lock, A 
11696 Pte, Locke, F. H 
34252 Pte. Locker, B. 
33132) Pte. Lockham, J. E. 
III27 Pte. Lockwood, S. 
54717 Pte. Longstaff, E. Ww. 
25035 Pte. Lovern, T, 
TItIg Pte, Macaulay, T. 
28295 Pte. Maddock, : 
28276 Pte Maddock, W. L, 
28336 Pte Maguire, D, 
14633 Pte Malcolm, ], 
20566: Pte Mallon, F; 
33116 Pte Malone, J. 
56750 Pte Malone, J, 
3/7033 Pte Manton, W’, 
15464 Pte Manuel, W, 
12070 Pte Marples, W. A. 
20039 Pte. Marshall, A. 
11939 6~Pte Marshall, G. 
40869 Pte Martin, H, 
13/177 Pte Martin, T. J. 
34262 Pte Martin, W.E. 
18106 Pte Martin, W. L, 
29537 Pte fason, S. 
25355 Pte Mason, W. 
39388 Pte. Matthews, S, G, 
19266 Pte Taughan, P, 
29254 Pte. Maule, E. F. 
29236 Pte Mayne, A. 
22081 Pte McCann, J. W. 
29364 Pte Mc Kernam, : 
27637 Pte McLaughlin, J. 
Tir24 Pte. Mellors, T. 
30891 Pte. Melton, E, W. 
11789 Pte. Memmott, A. 
39589 Pte. Mercer, J. 
42016 Pte, Metcalfe, J. 
54907 Pte. Middleton, H. 
51556 Pte. Middleton, J.E. 
30892 Pte fills, J. 
11878 Pte. Mitchell, T, 
205485 Pte Moffett, G. 


Pte. Kirkup, W. N, 
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No. 


12252 
51442 
29209 
Pi122 
17329 
2275 
19397 
§10g2 
39378 
42013 
42015 
30590 
3559 
20108 
51393 
51439 
13045 
10950 
34908 
1223 
17346 
300738 
13.559 
2&279g 
230357 
Qg22 
39597 
BO78 
13785 
204272 
20183 
21036 
24328 
34379 
202828 
225975 
42023 
16277 
15540 
10887 
19199 
54069 
51409 
14099 
$1490 
21991 
19086 
27718 
12628 
12262 
39456 
12243 
205763 
1127 
36648 
29344 
566 33 
36673 
10494 
30993 
1427 
28339 
205560 
12319 
34972 
54904 
31095 
29280 
15949 
Z2)dTQRO 
35004 
6879 
205314 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Pte 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
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Rank and Name. No. 
Molineux, J. 26731 Pte. 
Mooney, T. 366074 Pte. 
Moore, T. C. 29295 Pte. 
Moore, W. 12056 Pte. 
Moore, W. ¥2/1390 =Pte. 
Moore, W. 38239 6 Pte. 
Mordey, E. 42027 Pte. 
Moreton, C, 22060 Pte. 
Morley, G. §2053 Pte. 
Morritt, W. 28241 Pte. 
Morton, A. 30900 Pte. 
Morton, E. 13240 Pte. 
Moseley, H. 203507 Pte. 
Moses, W. A, 39522 Pte. 
Moss, A. M. 25341 Pte. 
Mossop, W. 19060 Pte. 
Mullins, J. 34272 «Pte. 
Mulvana, W. C. 27994 Pte. 
Murgatroyd, W. 13028 Pte. 
Nailon, J. §2849 Pte. 
Naisbett, J. T. 11870) = Pte. 
Naylor, T. 41031 Pte. 
Nelson, C. V. 11291 Pte. 
Ness, W, 12/709 Pte. 
Nettleton, W. H. 28282 Pte. 
Nevins, T. F. 14282 Pte. 
Newbown, T. E. 15116 Pte. 
Newsome, R, 20060 Pte. 
Newstead, J. 25026 Pte. 
Nichol, H. 29384 Pte. 
Nichols, A. 29106 Pte. 
Nightingale, J. W. 30929 «—~Pte. 
Normanton, E. 204282 Pte. 
Noble, H. 56759 Pte. 
Nutter, H. 28344 Pte. 
Nve, J. W. 27271 Pte. 
Oakland, H. 28304 Pte. 
Oddy, W. 11175 Pte. 
Ogleby, A. V. 36948 Pte. 
Oliver, F. 11554 Pte. 
Oliver, W. 12124 «~Pte. 
O'Neil, J. 12291 Pte. 
O'Neill, J. 37179 Pte. 
O'Reilley, J. 33391r Pte. 
Ostle, R. 28303 Pte. 
Overend, H. 30269 ©6Pte. 
Overfield, H. 1rr0s5 Pte. 
Owen, P. E. 22747 Pte. 
Owen, T. 23807 Pte. 
Owens, F. E. 51416 Pte. 
Oxenham, W. 28325 Pte. 
Palmer, H. 22580 Pte. 
Palmer, R. 35194 Pte. 
Parish, A. 28283 Pte. 
Parker, W. F. 51669 Pte. 
Parkhouse, F. 27416 Pte. 
Parkin, G. 26512 Pte. 
Parkinson, J. W. E. 29273 «~Pte. 
Parkinson, T. W. 3/5560 Pte. 
Parkinson, W. E. 23643 Pte. 
Parlett, H. P. 12198 Pte. 
Parr, W. 225717 Pte. 
Partington, T. P. 29355 Pte. 
Pasley, E.N. 11454 Pte. 
Pattison, J. 41054 Pte. 
Pauling, T. 22835 Pte. 
Pawson, E. 205435 Pte. 
Pearce, J. §1468 Pte. 
Pearce, P. 17973 Pte. 
Pearson, A. E. 7813 Pte. 
Pearson, J. A. I1go04 Pte. 
Pearson, J. 12711 Pte. 


Pearson, J. W. 


13840 


Pte. 


Rank and Namme. 
Peck, A. 
Penford, W. H. 
Phillips, C. P. 
Pick, A. E. 
Pickering. F. 
Pickering, T. 
Pickles, 8. P. 
Piercy, J. H. 
Piling, S. 
Platt, A. 
Platt, H. 
Platts, B. 
Plews, H. T. 
Plumpton, W. 
Pollard, J. W. 
Polson, T. 
Pool, C. F. 
Pope, B. 
Poskitt, F. 
Potter, A. 
Potter, W. 
Potts, J. 
Powley, G. R- 
Pratley, E. 
Proud, H.C. 
Proud, R. 
Pyburn, J. 
Pybus, F. 
Quibell, G. 
Quirk, M. 
Ramsey, J. 
Rawing, W. D. 
Reason, G. F. 
Reid, A. 
Reynard, J. 
Revnard, J. F. 
Rhind, G. A. 
Rich, F. A. 
Richardson, F. 
Richardson, G. F. 
Richardson, H. 
Richardson, W. 
Richardson, W. J- 
Rider, W.S. 
Riley, M. 
Rippon, G. P. 
Roberts, E. A. 
Robinson, A. e 
Robinsa, A. S. 
Robinsod, H. 
Robinson, J. 8. 
Robinson, T. 
Robson, H. 
Roche, P. 
Rodwell, W. 
Rase, C. 
Rose, H. 
Rase, J. W. 
Roxbrough, E. 
Rusholme, W. A. 
Rushton, G. 
Rushworth, F. 
Rust, C. — - 
Rustling, S. 
Rylatt, S. 
Sanderson, L. 
Sanderson, R. D. 
Saulters, J. W. 
Sawdon, D. 
Saxby, J. 
Saxby, T. 
Scollay, J. 
Scullion, W. 
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PRIvATES—continued, 

Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
Pte. Sedman, H. 28754 Pte. Taylor, G. W, 
Pte. Sergeant, T. 30915 Pte. Taylor, H. E, 
Pte. Shackleton, J. 28019 Pte. Taylor, J. 
Pte. Sharpe, W. 34996 Pte. Taylor, i 
Pte. Sharpin, J. 28760 Pte. Taylor, J. W, 
Pte. Shaw, W. E, 11929 Pte. Tavlor, T. G. 
Pte. Shepherd, W. E. 11149 Pte. Teasdale, S. R. 
Pte. Sheppard, W. 3/9478 Pte. Thompson, F. M. 
Pte. Shepperson, E. 33211 Pte. Thompson, J. 
Pte. Shevill, E. 17111 Pte. Thompson, M, 
Pte. Sidlow, E, 36905 Pte. Thompson, T, E. 
Pte. Sillis, J. 28309 Pte. Throp, S. 
Pte. Simmonds, J. T. 200911 Pte. Tindall, J. 
Pte. Simpson, C. 12148 Pte. Tinker, S. 
Pte. Simpson, J. 2921r Pte. Titley, A. J. 
Pte. Simpson, W. 10/1325 Pte. Fomlincon GC. 
Pte. Sinclair, W. 15297 Pte. Tonilinson, F, 
Pte. Sirrs, W. F. 12/665 Pte. Tomlinson, J. H. 
Pte. Sisson, M. 21833 Pte. Tose, R 
Pte. Skelton, A, 13202 Pte. Towler, H. 
Pte. Slimmer, L. 10/1068 Pte. Townend, C. P, 
Pte. Smedley, J. 28783 Pte. Townley, W. 
Pte. Smedley, R. 33413 Pte. Towse, F. 
Pte. Smiles, J. R, 38275 Pte. Trafford, A. 
Pte. Smirthwaite, J. W. 11585 Pte. Trainor, J. . 
Pte. Smith, A. 225113 Pte. Triplett, T. 
Pte. Smith, C. I. 51457 Pte. Turnbull, R. 
Pte. Smith, F. 11965 Pte. Turner, C. W. 
Pte. Smith, F. 12025 Pte. Turner, G. H. 
Pte. Smith, H. 41009 Pte. Tweddle, J. P 
Pte. Smith, I. 34267 Pte. Tythe, W. 
Pte. Smith, J. 25511 Pte. Underwood, F. R. 
Pte. Smith, R. 201847 Pte. Usher, C, 
Pte. Smith, T. 28346 Pte. Vant, T 
Pte. Smith, W. 30309 Pte. Varley, L. C. W. 
Pte. Snell, T. 14760 Pte. Vasey, 
Pte. Snowden, S. 14809 Pte. Verity, J 
Pte. Southern A. 22616 Pte. Viner, T. 
Pte. Spence, G. F. W. 22710 ©Pte. Waddington, H. 
Pte. Spencer, A. 17692 Pte. Wade, J. 
Pte. Spittle, H. 29424 Pte. Wagstaff, T. 
Pte. Spray, F. 34246 Pte. Walding, J. 
Pte. Squires, J. H. 17834 Pte. Walker, A, 
Pte. Stalker, E. A. 24999 Pte. Walker, B, 
Pte. Staniforth, W. 28298 Pte. Walker, F. 
Pte. Stanton, A. 37172, Pte. Walker, G. 
Pte. Stead, F. W. 30819 =Pte. Walker, H. 
Pte. Steels, J. 11837 Pte. Walker, W. J. 
Pte. Steeples, « . W. 11880 =Pte. Wall, E. 
Pte. Stephenson, A. H, 12019 6Pte. Wall, W. 
Pte. Stevens, A. T. T. 37182 Pte. Walsh, H. 
Pte. Stewart, E. A. 12162 Pte. Wanless, W. 
Pte. Stewart, H. 28292 Pte. Ward, G. 
Pte. Stoddart, G, 19835 Pte. Ward, T. 
Pte. Stoker, W. L. 40024 Pte. Wardrobe, J. B. 
Pte. Stratford, G. 37570 = Pte. Waterworth, R. 
Pte. Street, E. 11/583 Pte. Watson, A. 
Pte. Stringer, T. 29201 Pte. Watson, R. 
Pte. Styles, R. 30919 Pte. Waudby, A, N 
Pte. Stvring, M. B, 29363 Pte. Wears, T. 
Pte. Suddaby, W. 11320 Pte. Webber, J. W. 
Pte. Summerland, R. W 1/125 Pte. Wells, W. 
Pte. Surgey, T. §5017 Pte. Wells, W. 
Pte. Sutcliffe, W. 15034 Pte. Welsh, R. 
Pte. Swaby, C. F. 205343 Pte. Welsh, W. T. 
Pte. Swaby, H. 31289 6Pte. Wheelhouse, M. 
Pte. Swales, W. 41087 Pte. Whi-e, F, 
Pte. Swallow, F. 11874 Pte. White, W, 
Pte. Sweeting, W. 22104 Pte. Whitton, T. L. 
Pte. Talbot, N. V. H. 17334 Pte. Whitworth, B. 
Pte. Tattersall, J. H. 31570 Pte. Wigglesworth, J. F. 
Pte. Taylor, A. R. 35000 Pte. Wight, J. W. 
Pte. Taylor, C. W. 3/7128 Pte. Wilcox, J. E. 
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No. 


18019 
19736 
40921 
26636 
21717 
30924 
220214 
40890 
22351 
37885 
14547 
21536 
11236 
9543 
21029 
15300 
22829 
41083 
17484 


16339 
9670 

1 3803 
3/7451 
10/1329 
§701 
5683 
17158 
16564 
19516 
19102 
12692 
16485 
3/7430 


9481 
21996 
15210 
16238 
16358 
16250 
13477 
16223 
28470 

9140 
14212 
28475 
14400 
11308 
13734 


Appendix I, 


7TH BATTALION. 
PrIvATES—continued. 


Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name 
Pte. Wilde, J. W. 11199 Pte. Wilson, R. 
Pte. Wiles, J. R. 2397r Pte. Windas, A. 
Pte. Wiles, J. W. 15045 Pte. Winter, T. 
Pte. Wilkinson, F. 31218 Pte. Wiseman, J. P. 
Pte. Wilkinson, G. 201782 Pte. Witty, W. S. 
Pte. Wilkinson, W. 14/61 Pte. Wood, F. 
Pte. Willcox, H. 12117. Pte. Wood, J. 
Pte. Williams, G. 12106 Pte. Woodrow, H. W. 
Pte. Williams, H. W. 28317. Pte. Woods, F. 
Pte. Williams, W. L. 12679 Pte. Woodward, H. 
Pte. Willis, E. 3/5506 Pte. Wooley, J. 
Pte. Willoughby, F. S. 36934 Pte. Woolnough, N. 
Pte. Willoughby, W. 30932 Pte. Worsley, W. E. 
Pte. Wilson, E. W. 11865 Pte. Wragg, J. 
Pte. Wilson, G. E. 22052 Pte. Wright, W. H. 
Pte. Wilson, G. W. 14156 Pte. Wyatt, G. 
Pte. Wilson, J. 12/494 Pte. Young, A. 
Pte. Wilson, J. 11930 Pte. Young, L. C. 
Pte. Wilson, J. W. 

Totat W.Os., N.C.Os. Aanp MEN = 979. 
8tH BATTALION. 
WarRRANT OFFICERS AND CoLour-SERGEANTS. 

Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
A/C.S.M. Appleby, S. x2052 C.S.M. Healey, F 
C.S.M. Hardman, R. 6636 A/C.S.M. Jackson, C. 
C.S.M. Hawkswood, T. 3/6585 A/C.S.M. Rosindale, R., mm. 

SERGEANTS AND LANCE-SERGEANTS. 
A/Sergt. Barber, C. 8570 Sergt. Midmer, G. 
A/Sergt. Carey, W. 31336 <A/Sergt. Nuttall, D. 
Sergt. Clark, C. 26592 A/Sergt. Osborn, A. 
Sergt. Day, E. 17035 L/Sergt. Paul, R. 
A/Sergt. Dimmock, G. H. 17034 Sergt. Plenderleath, R. 
Sergt. Dobbs, J. 9449 L/Sergt. Riley, W. 
Sergt. Dodds, F. 16679 Sergt. Robinson, R. H. 
AjSergt. Elliott, J. 16483 Sergt. Salmon, M. 
Sergt. Ellis, €. 3/6524 L/Sergt. Scott, J. 
Sergt. Elwen, G. N. 13359 A/Sergt. Scott, W. 
A/Sergt. Fenby, W. 16567 Sergt. Sharpless, A. 
L/Sergt. Howard, W. 13289 L/Sergt. Sheldon, T. 
Sergt. Johnson, J., M.M. 13/1232 Sergt. Sissons, S. 
Sergt. Lobb, G. B. 12142 Sergt. Waddingham, A., M.M. 

CorPoRALS AND LANcCE-CoRPORALS. 
L/Corpl. Alexander, H. J. 3/5195 L/Corpl. Coggrave, F. 
L/Corpl. Atkinson, E. W. 15546 L/Corpl. Dagg, W. 
Corp]. Bainbridge, J. 13348 L/Corpl. Davis, G. 
L/Corpl. Barstow, J., M.M. 18067 L/Corpl. Dimelow, G. 
L/Corpl. Beaumont, H. 16610 A/Corpl. Dixon, L. 
L/Corpl. Bell, H. 9725 L/Corpl. Donovan, W. 
L/Corpl!. Bell, W. H. 31296 L/Corpl. Dunham, S. 
L/Corpl. Bradbury, H. 17156 L/Corpi. Dunn, J. 
L/Corpl. Bray, A. 31393 L/Corpl. Foggitt, A. 
A/Corpl. Budgen, W. G. 9453 L/Corpl. Forbes, G. 
L/Corpl. Burns, M. 19136 L/Corpl. Ford, C. H. 
L/Corpl. Chapman, E. 17127 Corpl. Forster, A. 
L/Corpl. Charnock, W. 14/8r L/Corpl. Foster, H. N. 
L/Corpl. Clark, J. C. 13/1431 L/Corpl. Gibson, A. 


A/Corpl. Clark, W. 15090 L/Corpl. Gillies, J. S. 


12712 
10/1397 
30941 
27926 
21593 
28251 
7760 
28247 
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8tx BATTALION, 


CorPoRALs AND LANCE-CorPorALs—continued. 


Rank and Name. No. 
A/Corpl. Gorman, J. 8971 
A/Corpl. Green, S. J. S. 15307 
L/Corpl. Greenwood, J. 16687 
L/Corpl. Guise, C. 16249 
L/Corpl. Hall, A. 28467 
L/Corpl. Hare, W. E. 28443 
Corpl. Hedley, L. 11590 
Corpl. Hill, P. H. 13438 
A/Corpl. Hollowood, W. 11675 
L/Corpl. Hopkins, S. S. 23949 
L/Corpl. Horne, L. 16986 
L/Corpl. Howe, G. 16253 
Corpl. Johnson, H. 18639 
L/Corpl. Johnson, W. G. 14/86 
Corpl. Kirkby, A. 3/6018 
L/Corpl. Kitcher, W. 13520 
Corpl. Lamb, F. 9131 
L/Corpl. Lansdowne, V. C. 15023 
L/Corpl. Leighton, J. 28453 
Corpl. Little, A. 33010 
L/Corpl. Marley, I. 16245 
L/Corpl. Marson, F. T. 28457 
L/Corpl. Masters, J. 16639 
L/Corpl. Masterman, G. B. 31374 
L/Corpl. McKeown, F. 28477 
L/Corpl. Miller, W. 31433 
L/Corpl. Monarch, J. 16244 
Corpl. Moore, F. J. 

PrivaTEs. 

Pte. Acaster, T. W. 13467 
Pte. Alderson, G. 25121 
Pte. Alderton, R. G. 3/5740 
Pte. Allen, J. W. 14$2% 
Pte. Allen, T. 3/6391 
Pte. Allison, G. 13320 
Pte. Allott, T. 31319 
Pte. Altoft, E. 19594 
Pte. Ambridge, H. B. 17520 
Pte. Amos, y 14415 
Pte. Amos, J. 16469 
Pte. Andrew, W. D. 28852 
Pte. Appleby, G. W. 9969 
Pte. Appleyard, E. 13554 
Pte. Arkle, J. W. 10/472 
Pte. Armitage, A. 17614 
Pte. Arnold, A. 10/1255 
Pte. Atkin, F. W. 22484 
Pte. Atkinson, G. 16703 
Pte. Atkinson, J. W. 16811 
Pte. Ayres, V. 13740 
Pte. Bacon, T 220097 
Pte. Baker, R. E 15747 
Pte. Banks, J. 19945 
Pte. Baradosky, B. 3/6339 
Pte. Barber, B. 16571 
Pte. Barber, G. 3/7333 
Pte. Barnabas, J. 16638 
Pte. Barnes, R. 9433 
Pte. Barrass, W. 17123 
Pte. Barringer, A. G. 30951 
Pte. Barton, M. N. 38407 
Pte. Bartley, T. 8159 
Pte. Bartram, J. H. 17001 
Pte. Bateman, L. 3/7702 
Pte. Bazeley, E. J. 31321 
Pte. Beckett, G. W. 27418 
Pte. Bee, T. H. 17388 
Pte. Bell, A. E. 27928 
Pte. Bell, E. 3/6511 


Rank and Name. 


Corp]. Murgatroyd, A. 
L/Corpl. Musgrave, H. 


Corpl. Noble, A. G., M.M. 


L/Corpl. Norris, E. 
L/Corpl. Parkin, P. 


L/Corpl. Pickering, C. H. 


Corpl. Playfoot, F. 
Corpl. Powell, J. T. 
Corpl. Rhodes, T. A. 
L/Corpl. Roberts, H. 
L/Corpl. Robinson, J. 
L/Corpl. Rowcroft, W. 
Corpl. Rowe, H. E. 
A/Corpl. Spilman, H. 
L/Corpl. Stanley, E. 
L/Corpl. Stead, J. 
L/Corpl. Stewart, C. F. 
Corpl. Sword, R. B. 
AjCorpl. Taylor, E. 
L/Corpl. Terry, H. 
Corp]. Thubron, R. 
L/Corpl. 
L/Corpl. 
A/Corpl. 
L/Corp!. 
L/Corpl. 
L/Corpl. 


Watson, E. 
Whitebead, J. 
Witty, E. 
Wood, H. 
Young, J., M.M. 


. Boast, F. D. 


. Bolsover, H. 

. Bone, S. P. 
Pte. Bones, H. 

. Booth, E. 

. Boothby, Cc. W. 
. Boult, S. 

. Bowden, W. J. 
. Bowman, W. 

. Braddy, G. 
Pte. Bradford, G. A. 
. Bradforth, J. B. 
Pte. Bradley, W. D. 
. Bragg, J. 

. Brannan, P. 

. Brattan, W. 

. TL rett, J. 

Pte. Brighton, W. 

. Brindley, D. 

. Britchford, G. 

. Brodie, W. 


Warrener, W. F. 
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No. 


27788 
13,1448 
14017 
28810 
15446 
12/1251 
26412 
21072 
27917 
9929 
32887 
8065 
210309 
11508 
16790 
17710 
8438 
13927 
14/140 
21086 
10/1375 
11/274 
30957 
19779 
21073 
13113 
3/7803 
16887 
16360 
27209 
17060 
16942 
13524 
26050 
31300 
279 38 
28805 
14872 
21085 
3/7175 
31389 
3/7152 
32982 
16614 
T4/105 
24821 
a8s5or 
27934 
14290 
28798 
37875 
22556 
10/1287 
16219 
28253 
14410 
20113 
13750 
19456 
28419 
15346 
14039 
10/1270 
30964 
202959 
16973 
15040 
17033 
15744 
19861 
17218 
3/6428 
14/182 


Rank and Name. 


Pte. Brook, C. 

Pte. Brown, A. 
Pte. Brown, A. 
Pte. Brown, J. A. 
Pte. Krown, J: 

Pte. Brown, S. 
Pte. Brown, T. 
Pte. Brown, W. H. 
Pte. Brown, W. 
Pte. Bryant, A. 
Pte. Buck, H. 

Pte. Burke, W. 
Pte. Burnett, J. 
Pte. Butcher, W. 
Pte. Butler, E. 
Pte. Butler, J. 

Pte. Buttle, R. W. 
Pte, Buzzard, A. W. 
Pte. Callaghan, F. 
Pte. Cammell, W. 
Pte. Campbell, A. 
Pte. Capes, H. 

Pte. Carmichael, W. 
Pte. Carr, F. 

Pte. Carter, H. 
Pte. Carver, C. 
Pte. Cascy, R. 

Pte. Chapman, J. 
Pte. Charnley, W. 
Pte. Chatterton, A. 
Pte. Churlish, C. H. 
Pte. Clark, T. C. 
Pte. Clayton, J. S. 
Pte. Clelland, J. T. 
Pte. Clifford, J. W. 
Pte. Clifton, W. 
Pte. Cline, J. 

Pte. Coates, G. W. 


Pte. Cole, E. 

Pte. Cole, J. V. 
Pte. Collett, C. H. 
Pte. Colling, G. 
Pte. Conny, A. 
Pte. Cook, F. T. 
Pte. Cook, H. E. 
Pte. Cook, W. 

Pte. Cooper, S. B. 
Pte. Cope, W. 

Pte. Corlyon, V. W. 
Pte. Cotterill, E. 
Pte. Covell, W. 
Pte. Coventry, C. H. 
Pte. Cozens, W. H. 
Pte. Crabb, J. W. 
Pte. Creamer, W. 
Pte. Credland, A. 
Pte. Crooks, E. 
Pte. Crooks, W. P. 
Pte. Cross, H. 

Pte. Cross, W. 

Pte. Cross, W. 

Pte. Cunlitfe, J. W. 
Pte. Curle, J. W. 
Pte. Curry, G. 

Pte. Curtis, J. R. 
Pte. Daly, M. C. 
Pte. Davis, J. 

Pte. Davison, A. 
Pte. Dawson, A. 
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8tHo BATTALION. 
PrivaTEes—continued. 


No. 
27952 
11/353 
22710 
7991 
1901! 
11/1405 
22063 
13445 
29141 
28506 
39977 
22569 
18384 
17052 
13179 
21691 
13/1449 
3/6316 
17813 
40410 
30982 
28423 
17235 
18565 
12733 
21908 
3/7648 
8471 
16168 
34539 
201903 
13606 
17126 
14819 
23613 
g6or 
6599 
14/123 
16372 
27957 
21676 
31273 
28814 
7962 
25069 
31398 
31364 
14956 
21729 
13479 
3/7607 
12389 
796% 
3/6914 
23105 
16474 
27964 
13165 
3/7483 
17019 
3/G411 
27220 
23096 
3/6708 
31396 
3/5837 
39993 
38369 
19740 
21206 
13386 
3/6638 
31355 


Pte. 
Pte. 


Rank and Name. 


. Day, T. 

. Dell, S. H. 

. Devine, A. E. 
. Devonish, J. 
. Dixon, A. E. 
. Dobbs, J. W. 
. Dobson, W. 

. Doolan, C. FE. 
. Donwey, W. 
. Drake, S. H. 
. Drayton, B. 

. Drewery, G. A. 
». Drooney, J. 


. Eastwood, J. 

. Edmonds, W. 

. Edwards, J. E. 
. Ellis, G. 

. Empson, H. H. 
. English, P. 

. Evans, T. 
«Farr H- 

. Fewster, A. 

. Finney, J. 

. Fisher, A. 

. Fishlock, E. J. 
. Fletcher, W. 

. Foster, F. W. 

. Foster, J. H. 

. Foster, T. 

. Foster, W. 

. Foster, W. H. 

. Foston, T. H. 

. Fox, C. M. 

. Franks, C. H. 

. Fraser, J. 

. Freeman, H. J. 
. Freer, A. 

. Frewin, T. 

. Frost, G. W. 

. Fulwood, T. 

. Gallantree, C. I. 
. Gammons, S. 

. Gardiner, F. 

. Garnett, W. J. 
. Garrod, C. E. L. 
. Garton, T. 

. Gatenby, J, 

. Gates, G. 

. Gathergood, A. H. 
. Gibbons, J. 

. Gibbons, J. A. 
. Gibson, D. 

. Gibson, E. F. 

. Gibson, J. 

. Gilbert, H. 

. Gilchrist, H. 


. Godfrey, J. A. 

. Gomerson, A. 

. Gorman, J. 

. Gospel, P. 

. Grantham, R. A 
. Gray, A. 

. Green, G. 

. Greenwell, H. 


Gunning, J. 
Haddock, G. A 


No. 


3/6033 
21060 
13282 
13812 
22526 
220160 
27236 
13056 
3/7286 
16994 
25116 
28S8or1 
7753 
28518 
25064 
14427 
13472 
19331 
14241 
10;501 
10689 
16702 
9°77 
27905 
21992 
14025 
27969 
17170 
16272 
17024 
10/1215 
25674 
14/173 
15294 
20994 
13423 
27968 
20007 
30/1395 
10/1403 
18074 
27971 
25524 
3/0425 
28866 
17184 
I71QI 
18472 
12/5 
17183 
26549 
27229 
16606 
I46gQI 
10,879 
13936 
17791 
27973 
16486 
220162 
13269 
14/42 
203384 
21703 
9/21233 
13176 
10299 
33959 
28437 
19522 
16254 

9108 


3/6309 


Appendix I. 
8th BATTALION. 


PrivaTES—continued. 


Rank and Name. - No. 
Pte. Hagan, J. 14917 
Pte. Haldenby, G. H. 17023 
Pte. Hall, J. 19932 
Pte. Hall, J. 15870 
Pte. Hall, H. A. D. 27974 
Pte. Halls, A. E. 10/1432 
Pte. Hamshaw, G. 13/1208 
Pte. Hanley, J. 14401 
Pte. Hannan, F. 31359 
Pte. Hansen, J. 17012 
Pte. Hansen, O. N. 20050 
Pte. Hardstaff, A. E. 23905 
Pte. Harman, G. A. 28802 
Pte. Harness, W. I441t 
Pte. Harran, A. 11/237 
Pte. Harrison, A. E. 19634 
Pte. Harrison, J. 16554 
Pte. Harrison, E. E. 17217 
Pte. Hartley, J. 16976 
Pte. Harwood, S. E. 17642 
Pte. Hatfield, F. G. 13315 
Pte. Havelock, J. 19369 
Pte. Havour, R. C. 27978 
Pte. Hawley, C. F. 11533 
Pte. Haykings, E. H. 13371 
Pte. Heaton, P. 16613 
Pte. Hefford, A. 16731 
Pte. Henderson, J. A. 26893 
Pte. Herring, J. H. 36776 
Pte. Hetherington, J. T. 16192 
Pte. High, W. 14996 
Pte. Higham, J. 10209 
Pte. Hill, J. H. 14680 
Pte. Hodgson, J. 31409 
Pte. Hodgson, W. 18320 
Pte. Hoey, J. P. 13777 
Pte. Holliday, P. G. 10/1328 
Pte. Hollister, J. 13728 
Pte. Holmes, W. 14041 
Pte. Holmes, M. H. 27979 
Pte. Holmes, S. 31407 
Pte. Holmes, G. F. 19376 
Pte. Holroyd, C. 11485 
Pte. Hood, A. 220167 
Pte. Howard, F. 19287 
Pte. Hudson, E. W. 17834 
Pte. Hughes, J. E. 285830 
Pte. Humberstone, H. 15652 
Pte. Humphrey, G. H. 13345 
Pte. Hunter, E. 16911 
Pte. Hunter, G. W. 16622 
Pte. Hyman, R. 22572 
Pte. Hymers, G. 11839 
Pte. Ibinson, S. 19339 
Pte. Hlingworth, H. 22563 
Pte. Ingle, G. 28442 
Pte. Ireland. H. 14847 
Pte. Ireson, G. W. 6717 
Pte. Jackson, G. B. 31277 
Pte. Jackson, H. 17196 
Pte. Jackson, G. H. 13409 
Pte. Jackson, R. 28884 
Pte. Jackson, T. 19643 
Pte. Janes, J. R. 16239 
Pte. Javes, G. 21143 
Pte. Jefferies, E. 25621 
Pte. Jepson, J. H. 20105 
Pte. Jewitt, C. 16503 
Pte. Johnson, C. A. 11723 
Pte. Johnson, G. 28440 
Pte. Johnson, J. W. 14395 
Pte. Johnson, W. 16507 
Pte. Johnson, W. 28533 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Pte. 
Pte. 


Rank and Name. 


Jones, G. 
Jones, J. 
Jones, R. 
Jones, W. H. 


. Jones, W. J. 
; ei H. H. 


oyce, A. 


. Kay, W. F. 

. Keller, J. 

. Kelly, T. 

. Kevill, J. 

. Kilburn, F. 

. King, C. E. 

. King, J. 

. Kingston, E. E. 
. Knox, J 


. Lambert, F. 
. Lane, J. 

. Larson. A. 

. Laws, W. H. 
. Lay, S. 

. Leachman, J. W. 
. Leak, J. 

. Ledsome, C. 
. Lee, F. G. 

. Lee, J. H. 

. Lee, J. J. 

. Lecthman, S. 
. Leighton, H. 
. Lewis, E. 

. Liddle, W. 

. Lightfoot, J. 
. Lindsey, A. 

. Linklater, B. 
. Linsley, F. 


Lisgo, R. 


. Littley, J. 
. Loakes, R. 

. Lomas, J. 

. Long, A. 

. Long, F. 

. Long, G. A. 

. Longhorn, J. R. 
. Loughran, J. 

. Lowe, T. 

. Lowery, T. 

. Lowther, M. 

. Luke, G. W 

. Lyall, G. 

. Lyon, A. 

. Lyons, H. 

. MacDonald, A. L. 
. Mansell, T. 

. Manson, F. 

. Maplesden, F. J. 
. Marshall, G. 

. Marshall, H. 

. Marshall, J 


. Marshall, W. 
. Martin, W. 

. Mason, H. 

. Mason, R. 

. Matson, E. 

. Matthews, R. 
. Mawson, J. 

. McAleer, J. 

. McCann, G. A. 
. McCann, J. R 
. McConnell, T. 


McCue, F. 
McGaffin, H. 
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PRIVATES—continued. 

Rank and Name, No. Rank and Name. 
Pte McGeary, A. 3/7156 Pte. Richardson, M. 
Pte. McGlowan, G. 16491 Pte Roberts, W, 
Pte {cKenna, M. 16982 Pte Robinson, J. 
Pte McMullen, J. 29172 Pte. Robson, A. 
Pte. McVoy, P. 10/1336 Pte. Rockingham, W. B. 
Pte. Meadows, A 16359 Pte. Rollett, A. 
Pte Metcalf, R 12375 Pte. Rolling, J. 
Pte Moffitt, J.A 10782 Pte Ross, H. 
Pte. Moir, W. W 27273 Pte Rutherford, W. T 
Pte. Moore, H. 31553 Pte Saddler, A. H. 
Pte Morris, E. 25067 Pte Sample, F, 
Pte. Musgrave, S. 22743 «=Pte Sampson, G. 
Pte. Mussett, H. 14/195 Pte Sanders, G. H 
Pte Musson, §, 31286 Pte Saul, J. 
Pte. Myers, B 11282 Pte Scott, G 
Pte aylor, E 3/7237 Pte Seddon, J 
Pte. Neddham B 19483 Pte. Sewell, 'R 
Pte Needham, M. 21200 Pte. Shann, H 
Pte Needler, H, 31558 Pte Sheard, M 
Pte. Nelson, T. 11867 Pte Shepherd, G 
Pte Newby, J. 1868 Pte Short, E 
Pte Newcomb, O. A, 16701 Pte Short, W. 
Pte Newland, J. 28545 Pte Short, W 
Pte. Ney, J. 3296: Pte Simpson, S. 
Pte. Nichols, B. 21631 Pte Sizer, T. W. 
Pte. Nicholson, T. H. 25639 Pte Slight, O. 
Pte Nicholson, W. H. 14/39 Pte. Smith, A. H. 
Pte Nixon, F. Ilo4r_ Pte. Smith, C. E. 
Pte. Nixon, R. G. 17663 Pte Smith, D, 
Pte. Noble, H. 17665 Pte Smith, F. 
Pte Norman, A. 17155 Pte Smith, G. 
Pte. Norman, y Ww. 11/1459 Pte Smith, G. C. w. 
Pte Northin, J, 19272 Pte Smith, H. S. 
Pte. Noyland, E. 21099 =Pte. Smith, T. H. 
Pte Nutbrown, A, 220113 Pte Smithson, H. 
Pte. O'Brien, J 25072 Pte Smithson, J. H, 
Pte Ogilwy, W. R 13372 Pte. Snaith, C. 
Pte Oldroyd, H 1751§ Pte Snowden, R. 
Pte O’Rooke, I. §, 3344r Pte. Sokell, S. 
Pte. O'Shaughnes , P. 14409 Pte Southall, W. J. 
Pte. Overton, F. f, 21570 Pte Spalding, H 
Pte. Owens, E. S. 13427 Pte. Spencer, J.E 
Pte. Palframan, D., Mum, 17141 Pte Statham, A. 
Pte Park, F., IIOgo Pte. Stead, B. 
Pte. Park, J. K. 16593 Pte. Stephenson, C. 
Pte. Parker, G. W. 21051 Pte, Stevenson, H. 
Pte. Partington, J. 10/1347 Pte. Stonehouse, H. 
Pte. Peadon, W. J: 17234 Pte. Storey, W. 
Pte. Pearce, T. B: 16642 Pte Stuart, J. 
Pte. Pearson, A. 16338 Pte. Stubbs, W. A, 
Pte. Pennock, T. P. 19308 Pte. Sunley, T. 
Pte. Peverall, T. 10/1451 Pte. Sutton, A. J. 
Pte Pickering, F. C. 20058 Pte. Swallow, G: R. 
Pte Pleasant, S. 9960 Pte weeney, J. 
Pte Plummer, G. A. 31424 Pte. Swift, F, 
Pte. Potter, R. W. 31425 Pte. Swift, H. 
Pte Potts, G. 21859 Pte, Swift, W. E. 
Pte. Potts, R. II227 Pte. Swindon, A. E. 
Pte Powell, W., III77_— Pte. Tarpy, J 
Pte. Price, J. H, 10/1349 Pte. Taylor, G. W 
Pte Pulford, G. R. 21865 Pte. Taylor, V 
Pte Purchon, C. 28454 Pte. Teasdale, E 
Pte. Race, J. W. 29186 Pte. Telford, R 
Pte. Raine, E. 19267 Pte. Temple, J. A. B 
Pte Raine, G. N. 3131r Pte. The lis, 
Pte. Ralph, J. R. 18089 Pte, Thomas, J 
Pte Ramsden, J. B. 13366 Pte. Thompson, G 
Pte. Ruper., J. 13853 Pte hompson, R. 
Pte. Rawson’ H X2010 Pte Thorley, J. H. 
Pte. Redfearn, C 2014r Pte, Thornton, A. 
Pte. Redfearn, C. W 19862 Pte Thorpe, A. 
Pte. Redshaw, J, 10/1324 Pte. Tindale, F. 
Pte. Rhodes, G. A. 1778r Pte. Tindall, C. B, 
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No. Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
34868 Pte. Tindall, C. R. 19590 Pte. Wilkinson, J. 
15057. Pte. Tomlinson, G. 31434 Pte. Wilkinson, S. 
10/1426 Pte. Tonkinson, S. 13/1261 Pte. Wilkinson, W. H. 
19514 Pte. Tuke, T. 21938 Pte. Williams, E. 
33376 Pte. Tulip, J. 13538 Pte. Williamson, G. 
13872 Pte. Tunstall, J. 13319 ©6Pte. Williamson, W. 
16465 Pte. Tye, F. W. 14435 Pte. Willis, J 
13/1102 Pte. Underwood, J. W. 19775 Pte. Wilson, A 
14227 Pte. Vallack, J. 27305 Pte. Wilson, A. J 
13/82r Pte. Voakes, A. C. 33009 Pte. Wilson, B 
13/660 Pte. Vose. W. 17782 Pte. Wilson, G. 
31571 Pte. Waldron, T. 10/1444 Pte. Wilson, P. 
3129r Pte. Walker, A. 24891 Pte. Wilson, T. W. 
21941 Pte. Walker, G. 18393 Pte. Winterburn, W. 
21047 Pte. Walker, H. 18243 Pte. Wood, C. H. 
18189 Pte. Ward, J. 31431 Pte. Wood, F. 
10/1299 Pte. Wardle, J. G. 10946 Pte. Wood, H 
28898 Pte. Warner, J. J. 3/7225 Pte. Wood, T. 
11/639 Pte. Wass, J. E. 37834 Pte. Worth, J: H 
13322 Pte. Waters, S. 33125 Pte. Wrack, 
1468: Pte. Watson, G. B. 17178 Pte. Wren, I. 
19107. Pte. Watson, R. 3/6950 Pte. Wright, C 
33054 Pte. Watson, T. W. 22417. Pte. Wright, G 
16032 Pte. Waudby, A. 1671: Pte. Wright, H 
21524 Pte. Waudby, A. 13/486 Pte. Wright, j 
28804 Pte. Wesson, E. S. 15095 Pte. Wright, J. H. 
12587 Pte. West, A. 3/7268 Pte. Wright, J R. 
12/513 Pte. West, W. H. 14259 Pte. Wright, 
14871 Pte. White, W. 15889 Pte. Yapp, E 
28897 Pte. Whittle, B. 13124 Pte. Yates, S 
10/1344 Pte. Whyte, W. J. 15592 Pte. Yeaman, J. 
33041 Pte. Wigginton, R. 14645 Pte. Young, J: R. 
18663 Pte. Wild, J. 17171 Pte. Young, T. 
12377 Pte. Wild, T. 17105 Pte. Young, W. 


1698: Pte. Wilkinson, A. 


Tota, W.Os., N.C.Os. AND MEN = 706. 


gto BATTALION. 


SERGEANTS AND LANCE-SERGEANTS. 


No. Rank and Name. 
TR5/25334 Sergt. Rudkin, L. 


CoRPORALS AND LANCE-CoORPORALS. 
15019 L/Corpl. Drewery, T. 


PRIVATES. 


No, Rank and Name. No. 


Rank and Name. 
TRs/24614 Pte. Cook, F. 14005 Pte. Neal, T. 
11782. Pte. Hardy, F. 


TR5/90758 Pte. Owston, C. 
14614 Pte. Kennedy, J. TR5/27093 Pte. Smollan, D. 
TRs5/127202 Pte. Moody, J. D. 


TR5/126772 Pte. Taylor, W. 
TRs5/126843 Pte. Musson, T. J. TR5/127250 Pte. Todd, T. 
17097. Pte. Navin, W. 


Tora, N.C.Os. AND MEN = 73. 


No. 
12/574 
10693 

17007 

10/1072 
10.723 
10:92 
220642 

16595 
10/430 

10/1029 

10/717 
10/622 
10/621 

13/1134 


220017 
10/286 
25942 
36356 
7883 
10/1207 
10/§28 
10/806 
301 36 
220431 
24218 
41447 
26168 
28362 
28179 
10/1356 
36661 
10/990 
36403 
30149 
4144 
2805 
10/431 
41072 
10/681 
10/627 
225176 
12/1366 
10/797 
27244 
11450 


10/483 
30317 
7723 
3031 
37886 
1040 
10/525 
41034 
10/478 
30322 
202954 
226045 
37260 
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1oTH BATTALION. 


SERGEANTS AND LANCE-SERGEANTS. 


Rank and Name. No. 
Sergt. Arne}], G. 10/493 
L/Sergt. Bone, W. 10/932 
Sergt. Cain, T. 10/78 
L/Sergt. Chalmers, F. 36605 
Sergt. Clublev, B. A. 36626 
A/L/Sergt. Lawson, E. W. 225198 
Sergt. Drasdo, A. W. 10/205 
Sergt. Graham, J. C., M.M. 10/45 
Sergt. Harrison, W. E. 9609 
A/Sergt. Hermann, E., M.M. 41442 
Sergt. Huntington, T. 12/61 
Sergt. Johnson, J. A. 10/1038 
Sergt. Jones, R. P. 36562 


Sergt. Mennell, F. 


Rank and Name. 


A/Sergt. Miller, R. 

Sergt. Nash, A. H. 

Sergt. Newbert, F. E. 
L/Sergt. Piggott, W. J. 
Sergt. Pollon, F. 

Sergt. Roo, J. W., Mum. 
Sergt. Stather, J. N., M.m. 
L/Sergt. Tindale, A. 

Sergt. Walker, E. J. 

Sergt. Ward, W., M.M. 
Sergt. Whiteley, C. 
L/Sergt. Wilkinson, J. H., mom. 
L/Sergt. Woolfenden, J. B. 


CorRPORALS AND LANCE-CoRPORALS. 


L/Corpl. Arksey, A. 12/934 
Corpl. Bailey, W. 25371 
A/Corpl. Balmforth, M. 10/1223 
Corpl. Blackshaw, S. 30104 
Corpl. Blanchard, H. 29197 
L/Corpl. Bowen, G. E. 30170 
Corpl. Browne, R. E. 10/827 
Corpl. Buck, T. 23963 
L/Corpl. Clarke, J. A. 39448 
L/Corpl. Clough, B. 10/318 
L/Corpl. Cobby, W. H. 220003 


L/Corpl. Coulson, D. C. 14324 
A/Corp}. Cryer, R. E. 10/702 
Corp]. Cullum, W. §1120 
L/Corpl. Daniels, H. A. 8775 
Corpl. Dixon, W. 36313 
L/Corpl. Dufheld, E. S. 10/1155 
Corp]. Dunn, EF. C. 10/841 
Corpl. Escott, G. H. 10/939 
Corpl. Grace, J. 41445 
Corpl. Greenwood, F. L. 16632 
Corpl. Hall, A. W. 10/14 
Corpl. Hall, C. G. 461 
L/Corpl. Hewitt, A. W. 10/1231 
L/Corpl. Hicks, H. 10/836 
L/Corpl. Jackson, F. 10/1106 
L/Corpl. Jackson, J. 10/17 
Corp]. Jackson, W. 10/1268 
LiCorpl. Jevnes, L. 10/950 
L/Corpl. Johnson, J. 51167 
L‘Corpl. Jones, G. W. 25965 
PRIVATES. 
Pte. Abba, H 19592 
Pte. Abel, F. 33354 
Pte. Adams, J. H. 36306 
Pte. Adarns, R. F. 10/1392 
Pte. Adams, R. N. 14147 
Pte. Adams, T. 301090 
Pte. Adamson, W. E, 10/277 
Pte. Akers, A. . 36640 
Pte. Allen, J. W. 30327 
Pte. Allen, R. C. 10/1230 
Pte. Allcock, E. R. 30332 
Pte. Allcock, C. E. 28038 


Pte. Allston, H. 42187 


L/Corpl. 
L)Corpl. 
L/Corpl. 
L/Corpl. 
L/Corpl. 
L/Corpl. 
L/Corpl. 
L/Corpl. Mallory, A. 

L/Corp]. Martin, N. 

L/Corpl. Maver, }: R. H. 
Corpl. McNally, J. 

L/Corpl. McNally, R. 

L/Corpl. Metcalfe, J. 

L/Corpl. Morton, G. T. 

Corpl. Murphy, E. 

Corpl. Oxford, W. 

L/Corpl. Peek, L. E. 

L/Corpl. Perkins, E. R. 

Corpl. Potts, A. 

Corpl. Price, C. 

Corp]. Redpath, J., w.m. & Bar. 
Corpl. Saunderson, T. E., D.c.M. 
L/Corpl. Smith, A. 

L/Corpl. Smith, R. H. 

L/Corpl. Spring, G. L. 

Corpl. Stevens, E. B. 

L/Corpl. Taylor, A. W. 

Corp]. Thomas, W. 

Corpl. Turner, A. 

Corpl. Vasey, R.N. 

Corpl. Williams, C. 


Jordan, J. 
Keenan, B. 
Langthorpe, G. F. 
Lawton, P 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Andrew, P. C. 
Annis, R. E. 
Arbon, W. 
Archer, G. 
Armes, S. 
Armstrong, J. F. 
Ascough, W. B. 
Ashworth, H. E. 
Askem, W. R. 
Atkinson, J. B. 
Bailey, W. E. 
Baker, E. W. 
Baldwin, G. L. 


No. 
25352 
35013 
23939 

210/100 
4260 
25597 
37049 
21257 
33105 

220035 
28034 

3/6868 
39337 
$1177 

10/923 
23878 
$1215 

10/527 

10/73 
30245 
21812 
39345 
30121 

201350 

30344 
10/655 
39345 
19003 
§1207 
499 33 
10/855 

27921 

10/218 

27871 
10,653 
36336 
3/6493 
12/578 

23959 

33445 

21587 

SI197 
10'734 

28037 
10/466 

10/1297 

12/236 

1131 
29944 
14/125 
28765 
21563 
28047 
33213 
10/1221 
28504 
25889 
51724 
23964 
19733 
31048 
10/1286 
28044 
37890 
26316 
10/958 
35028 
10/1355 
28042 
10/338 
10/31 
10/787 
12/350 


Rank and Name. No. 
Pte. Ballard, S, 28046 Pte 
Pte. Balmforth, C, Pte 
Pte. Bancroft, D, 10/561 Pte. 
Pte. Barker, A, 39561 Pte, 
Pte. Barrass, H. 36408 Pte, 
Pte. Barrett, F. 36371 Pte, 
Pte. Barrs, G. T. 10/459 Pte. 
Pte. Bachelor, J. A. 15748 Pte. 
Pte. Bateman, H, 30101 Pte, 
Pte Raxter, J. 25391 Pte. 
Pte. Bell, A. E. 37914 Pte. 
Pte. Bellamy, J. W. 18094 Pte. 
Pte. Keven, F.G. 202878 Pte, 
Pte. Bigys, F, 33051 Pte, 
Pte. Hilbe, C, 30238) =Pte 
Pte. Blacker, R, 10/341 Pte 
Pte. Blagg, S. 30142 Pte 
Pte, Blakemore, A, 29042 Pte 
Pte. Blenkin, G. 26354 Pte 
Pte. Boardman, J, 10/1247 Pte 
Pte. Booty, G. W. 10/1123 Pte 
Pte. Botham, W. R. 10/641 Pte 
Pte. Boulton, A. G. 37045 Pte 
Pte. Bower, J. 36976 Pte 
Pte. Boxall, G, T. Y. 10/1059 Pte 
Pte. Bovd, P, 21098 Pte 
Pte. Bradbrook, A. A. 37093 Pte 
Pte. Bradley, J. 10/507 Pte 
Pte. Bramley, W. 3/6754 Pte 
Pte. Bramwell, J. 25379 Pte 
Pte. Bray, G. W. 10/959 Pte 
Pte. Brealey, W. G. 22367 Pte 
Pte. Briggs, W. H. 41lIg Pte 
Pte. Britton, J. 37902 Pte 
Pte. Brocklehurst, J. F. 36319 Pte 
Pte. Brook, W. 365350 Pte 
Pte. Brotherton, F, 36397 Pte 
Pte. Brown, A, 12/1389 = Pte 
Pte, Brown, H. 29950 Pte 
Pte. Brown, H. W. 10/639 Pte 
Pte. Brown, L. H. 41249 Pte 
Pte. Brown, N, P. 10/875 Pte 
Pte. Brown, P. 38897 Pte 
Pte. Brumby, T. S. 10/813 Pte 
Pte. Brunyee, J. 30145 Pte 
Pte. Buck, G. W. 26092 Pte 
Pte. Burdon, J. W. 18906 Pte 
Pte. Caley, S, 22126 Pte 
Pte. Canham, F, 210258 Pte 
Pte. Canty, C. 10/894 Pte 
Pte. Carrick, P, 10044 =Pte 
Pte. Cawkwell, F, 34257 Pte 
Pte. Chambers, G. H. 16843 Pte 
Pte. Chapman, A. 10/1291 Pte 
Pte. Cheney, J. 220038 Pte 
Pte. Chrispen, W. 12/587 Pte 
Pte. Cordon, jJ.G. 3/6594 Pte 
Pte. Clapton, T. E, 33129 Pte 
Pte. Clark, E. W, 10/25 Pte 
Pte. Clark, J. 19007 Pte 
Pte. Clark, J. B. 10/180 Pte 
Pte. Clark, J. W. 51171 Pte 
Pte. Claxton, R, 10/505 Pte 
Pte. Clayford, D. 51773 Pte 
Pte. Clayton, C. M. 29769 ©6Pte 
Pte. Cleary, W. J. 10'764 Pte 
Pte. Coates, E. jf, 38921 Pte 
Pte. Cobby, J. H, 41223 Pte 
Pte, Cockerline, G, F. 26066 Pte 
Pte. Collingwood, J. W. 36642 Pte 
Pte. Comins, J. 203211 Pte 
Pte. Conyers, S. 28054 Pte 
Pte. Cook, J. A, 5TI93 Pte 
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Rank and Name. 


. Cook, J. T. 

. Cook, S, 

Coop, S. 
Cooper, G. H. 
Cooper, J. 
Cooper, J. 
Corden, H. S. 
Cosgrave, J. 
Cowley, J. T. 
Cox, G. 

Cox, H.W. 
Cresswell, W, J. 
Crockford, A, 
Crombie, J. B, 
. Crump, H. B. 
. Dalton, W. H. 
- Dawson, C, 

. Dawson, G. W. 
. Deighton, E, 

. Deighton, G. K. 
- Dempsey, H, 

- Dennison, W, 

. Dickinson, C, 

. Dinsdale, J, 


. Dixon, A. H. 

. Dixon, E, 

- Dixon, R. I 

. Dobbs, J. & atm. 


. Dodsworth, J. W. 

» Doherty, J. 

. Dougherty, H. 

» Douglas, ND, 

- Dowten, P, 
Dunn, J. H. 

. Eastwood, H. 

. Eden, G, 


. Edmunds, A. 


- Edwards, C. §, 
. Elliott, T. 

. Emery, A, VY, 

. Ettridge, J. H, 
- Everingham, W 
- Everitt, A. 

. Farnill, J. R, 

- Flavell, J. 

. Flinton, W. 

. Fletcher, Z. 

. Fisher, G. F. 

. Fisher, R, 

. Fitton, R, 

. Ford, FE. 

. Ford, H.R, 

. Foster, H, 

. Fowler, W. E. 
. Fox, D. P. 

. Franks, R. P, 
. Frith, S.D, 

. Fussey, H, 

. Gale, H, 


*. Gallear, N, 


. Galt, J. 

. Garnham, 
. Garton, H, 
. Gasgoyne, 
. Gash, E. 

. Gill, G. W, 
. Gill, E, 


A. J. 
1 Oia 


. Gilliver, H. H. 
. Gilyead, G_ 


. Gladwell, E, 


- Goldsmith, J. 
. Goldspink, H. D. 
. Goodey, E. A. 
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PrivaTes—continued. 


Rank and Name. 


. Gosling, E. 

. Graham, H. 

. Gravburn, W. 

. Grindell, F. 

. Guest, E. 

. Gutherless, F. 

. Hagestadt, J. 

. Haigh, E. S. 

. Hall, H. 

. Hall, J. W. 

. Hall, P. C. 

. Hallywell, G. 

. Hamenway, A. H. 
. Harding, F. E. 

. Hargreaves, J. H. 
. Harris, J. 

. Harris, J. A. 

. Harrison, A. 

. Harrison, G. 

. Harslev, S. H. 

. Hawkins, B. W. 
. Hawksworth, A. 
. Haxby, E. 

. Hayter, E. 

. Hayton, B. 

. Hayton, W. W. 
. Heaven, E. G. 

. Heeson, W. E. 


. Henderson, J. A. 


. Hester, J 

. Hewitt, J. S. 

. Hicks, F. T. 

. Hill, A. 

. Hill, F. 

. Hill, F. 

. Hillyard, H. 

. Hinchsliff, F. 

. Hindmarsh, F. 
. Hoad, S. 

. Hodds, H. 

. Holmes, A. 

. Holmes, E. E. 
. Holmes, F. 

. Holroyd, R. H. 
. Homan, W. R. 
. Horsfall, W. 

. Horsfhield, S. 

. Hotson, R. 

. Howarth, H. 

. Hoyle, H. L. 

. Hunt, A. E. 

. Hunt, J. 

. Hunt, R. 


. Hutchinson, D. 


. Hutchinson, J. F. 

. Hutton, R. G. 

. Hutton, S. 

. Hyde, E. 

. Ireland, B. 

. Jackman, J. W. 

. Jackson, F. 

. Jackson, R. 

: heehee W. J. 
ageer, F. 


ohnson, N. 7. P: 
ohnson, P. V. 


No. 
51776 
21970 
10 819 
220041 
31445 
10/676 
10/160 
30168 
10/232 
10/998 
33115 
33030 
10/118 
18979 
17462 
10/1133 
10/295 
$1150 
10:770 
37047 
22121 
27980 
10/128 
22418 
10898 
10/65 
51175 
220490 
10/1 36 
21921 
31/1407 
§1m12 
29957 
30176 
11/1395 
30174 
31077 
22598 
51777 
10;79 
220635 
22004 3 
12136 
24897 
10/672 
36338 
10/609 
17737 
10/93! 
40937 
2108 
3030 
27046 
10/1233 
30351 
10/384 
26583 
§1213 
30292 
10'557 
18890 
37048 
29972 
10/267 
39189 
10/225 
10/1380 
25394 
10'266 
12'971 
19000 
11947 
28240 


Rank and Name. 


— ae 


. Joiner, A. E. 
: ane P. G. 


oys, C. S. 


. Jubb, R. 

. Kay, B. 

. Keal, R. 

. Keene, E. 

. Kelly, C. N. 

. Kidd, R. L. 

. Kingdon, C. H. 
. Kirkby, F. W. 
. Kirkby, J. W. 
. Kirkman, H. 

. Knight, C. 

. Lake, J. W. 

. Langdale, W. S. 


Leeson, G. 
. Leighton, O. R. 
. Lilley, G. E. 


. Mann, J. F. 

. Manners, C. 

. Marr, S. 

. Marriott, F. L. 
. Marritt, E. 

. Marshall, A. 

. Marshall, T. C. 

. Martindale, P. 

. Masters, C. E. 

. Matthews, G. 

. May, S.C. 

: sasha a 

. McCabe, J. 

. McGuire, W. 

. Mcllvride, N. J. 
. Mercer, T. J. 

. Messenger, A. FE. 
. Middleton, A. E. 
. Millard, T. P. 

. Miller, E. 

. Miller, R. H. 

. Miller, T. 

. Miller, W. V. 

. Milton, G. 

. Mitchell, A. 

. Moment, F. 


. Motherby, F. 
. Munday, J. 

. Murphy, B. 

. Mutter, E. 


No. 
10/572 
41168 
11/464 
xr0/867 
10/1249 
36314 
28205 
27990 
37629 
33021 
10/1285 
10/366 
18745 
30/604 
29959 
3/5568 

26096 


10/543 
XO/1413 
21796 
36611 
31312 
18902 
30295 
51686 
39492 
51148 
390973 
10/574 
30105 
23656 
39055 
203649 
30313 
39426 
36981 
51133 
x0/560 
27399 
30204 
10/1045 
36733 
39190 
30268 
12/433 
33086 
30/§20 
10/751 
$Ir4r 
$0202 
r0/110% 
30284 
28234 
10/67 
13/469 
18919 
26099 
39429 
220435 
25353 
10/1054 
39473 
27347 
30274 
§1682 
30216 
39407 
225720 
14133 
21806 
30208 
37099 
28077 
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PrivatTEs—continued. 


Rank and Name. 


—— 


. Nasby, T. A. 

. Nash, F. 

. Naylor, A. B. 

. Neill, R. C. 

. Newton, J. E. 
. Nicholas, B. C. 
. Nichols, C. 

. Nichols, W. 

. Nicholson, M. 
. Nicholson, W. 


. Oldfield, F. 

. Page, F. K. 

. Parker, J. 

. Parker, W. 

. Parkinson, W. 
. Pattern, E. 

. Pawson, H. H. 
. Pearce, F. W. 
. Pears, J. 

. Pickersgill, H. 
. Pickles, J. 

. Pickup, T. 

. Pink, T. 

. Place, T. V. 

. Pollard, J. 

». Potter, W. 

. Powell, T. A. 

. Powell, W. 

. Pregden, A. W. 
. Prescott, T. 

. Price, W. 

. Prior, A. E. 

. Procter, W. H. 
. Proudfoot, W. B. 
. Rainbow, G. W. 
. Raney, W. R. 
. Rawson, S. 

. Reid, W. 

. Reuben, I. 

. Rhodes, H. 

. Richards, J. 

. Richards, W. H. 
. Richardson, C. 
. Richardson, N. 
. Riley, C. W. 

. Roberts, D. A. 
. Robson, F. S. 

. Robinson, H. 

. Robinson, W. 

. Rudkin, H. 

. Runkee, C. 

. Russell, P. 

. Rusling, A. 

. Schofield, F. 

. Scrubbs, A. 

. Seagrave, A. 

. Seaman, G. 

. Seckerson, L. 

. Sellers, E. W. 

. Shackler, E. 

. Shaw, A. 

. Shaw, J. R. 

. Shearing, L. C. 
. Shenton, H. 

. Shouler, E. 

. Sill, H. 

. Simmons, J. L. 
. Simon, H. S. 

. Simpson, A. 

. Simpson, J. T. 
. Singleton, A. E. 


No. 
225291 
6148 
21718 
23967 
36321 
3/6334 
12/1445 
21762 
10/1251 
10/838 
37068 
225794 
29963 
30273 
26084 
35073 
51201 
10/1172 
22914 
10/1140 
10/890 
10/677 
30213 
10/396 
§1326 
12/1035 
30219 
10/1008 
10/313 
10/314 
10/951 
51734 
41867 
10716 
41344 
3/6758 
10/859 
25412 
36799 
36344 
27783 
220189 
30300 
30241 
55019 
39412 
29966 
17867 
36420 
51194 
18978 
200854 
10/103 
39655 
21720 
10/401 
30233 
31473 
19285 
10/39 
37005 
51742 
10/774 
10/407 
10/346 
10/738 
rO/1144 
10/148 
39389 
30315 
30226 
30229 
18998 


451 


Rank and Name. 


. Sissons, A. E. 

. Sizer, B. 

. Skelton, W. R. 
. Sleight, G. 

. Smart, E. W. 

. Smethurst, E. 

. Smith, C 

. Smith, F. 

. Smith, H. 

. Smith, J. 

. Smith, N. 

. Snith, R. J. T. C. R. 
. Smurthwaite, T. L. 
. Sorby, W. 

. Southcott, S. C. 
. Spencer, G. 

. Spivey, T. F. 

. Stead, R. B. 

. Stewart, W. 

. Stone, F. 

. Storr, H. 

. Summers, H. 

. Sutton, C. E. 


. Tennison, C. F, 

. Tether, B. 

. Tether, G. W. 

. Tindell, J. W. 

. Thomas, J. 

. Thompson, E. M. 

. Thompson, J. J. W. 


Thurloe, F. 


. Todd, H. 

. Travis, F. E. 
. Tucker, G. S. 
, Taser J. 


Turner 


, Tweddle, G. 


Verity, C. 


. Vickers, C. E., M.m. 
. Waddingham, G. 

. Waddingham, J. H. 
. Wade, a 

d Walker, A. J. 

: Wallace, Vv. 

. Wallington, A. H. 

. Walters, C. H. 

. Walton, A 

. Walton, F. 


. Watts, H. 

; Webb, Ww. 

. Webster, A. 

. Webster, L. 

. Wells, G. A. 

. West, A. E. 

. West, G. W. 

. Westmoreland, I. 
. White, A. T 

. White, E. 

. Whittingham, J. 
. Wilkes, R. E. 
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No. 
39303 
30234 
30235 
14/172 
§1330 
28236 
10/793 
36797 
28679 
30280 
51753 
10/1186 


11/512 
14/79 
36507 
13/1419 
36482 
13/1212 
13/500 
11/622 
280g! 
25866 
11/139 
11/550 
12/334 
24878 
29609 
11/826 
11/344 
23870 
11/651 
11/463 
29016 
36533 
28369 
11/63 
11477 
203086 
1o/rigt 
14/203 
11/690 
11/30 
28067 
11/50 


roTtH BATTALION. 


Appendix I. 


PrivaTes—continued. 


Rank and Name. 


Wilkinson, J. 
Williams, C. 
Williams, W. L. 
Williamson, G. F. 
Williamson, L. 
Wilmot, A. E. 
Wilson, M. 
Wilson, R. 
Wilson, W. 
Wilstrop, L. 
Winder, J. 
Winter, G. W. 


Pte. 
Pre. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


No. 
30483 
§2811 
33463 
10'744 
33117 
21053 
39188 
10/856 
13022 
39586 
10/350 


Rank and Name 


Pte. Womar, A. 

Pte. Wood, J. W. 
Pte. Wood, R. 

Pte. Woodcock, F. K. 
Pte. Wooditield, F. W. 
Pte. Woftinden, R. H. 
Pte. Wright, A. 

Pte. Wright, A. H. 
Pte. Wright, E. 

Pte. Wright, J. E. 
Pte. Young, L. 


TotaL N.C.Os. AND MEN = 573. 


11TH BATTALION. 


SERGEANTS AND LANCE-SERGEANTS. 


Rink and Name. No. 
Sergt. Andrews, H. 11/913 
Sergt. Arksey, A., M.M. and bar. 22482 
Sergt. Baxter, H. 11:785 
Sergt. Bibby, J. W. 11/986 
Sergt. Callaghan, J. A. 11/673 
Sergt. Clark, F. 15029 
Sergt. Cox, F. 13/1481 
Sergt. Fox, F. G. 1I'772 
Sergt. Fussey, L., M.m. 11/149 
Sergt. Hall, H. 11/364 
Sergt. Hart, R. E. 8414 
Sergt. Heseltine, J. L. 11/9438 
A/Sergt. Hill, H., Mom. Il, IOr§ 


Rank and Name. 


Sergt. Hodgson, K. 
L/Sergt. Jaques, L. J. L. 


Sergt. Marritt, E., p.c.M. 
Sergt. Necdler, W. W. 
Sergt. Nix, C. J., a.m. 
Sergt. Norman, L. 
Sergt. Scott, L. 

Sergt. Sellers, H. 


A/Sergt. Simpson, A. 
L/Sergt. Smith, J. H. 
Sergt. Tipping, G. H. 
Sergt. Townsend, W. 
Sergt. Walton, J. F. 


CorRPORALS AND LANCE-CoRPORALS. 


Corpl. Barker, C. 
L/Corpl. Barrett, F. 
L/Corpl. Bennett, J. 
A/Corpl. Biglin, E. 
Corpl. Bishop, W. 
L/Corpl. Bows, H. 
L/Corpl. Brocklesby, S. R. 
L/Corpl]. Brown, G. H. 
Corp]. Brown, S. 
L/Corpl. Cast, C. H. 
Corpl. Collingwood, C. 
Corpl. Coulson, T. 
L/Corpl. Dixon, C. 
Corp]. Ellis, A. P. 

Corpl. Fawkes, J. G. 
A/Corpl. Featherstone, F. 
Corpl. Gardner, W. R. 
Corpl. Gray, H. S. 
L/Corpl. Green, C. 
Corpl. Harrison, F., M.M. 
L/Corpl. Harrison, T. 
L/Corpl. Herbert, R. 
Corpl. Hill, J. L. 
LjCorpl. Hogg, G. E. 
Corpl. Iveson, T. 

Corpl. Jarratt, H. F. W. 
L/Corpl. Jarvis, L., M.M. 
I./Corp]. Johnson, E. W. 
Corpl. Kay, J. H. 

Corp]. Kirk, P. 

Corp]. Lawrence, M. 
L/Corpl. Ling, W. R. 


1r'69 
17590 
11;22060 
11.799 
rr'78r 
11°33 
9792 
I1/O91 
11787 
1371227 
220264 
25536 
11/474 
11/1207 
11/473 
° 11/393 
$2306 
ro'234 
Z00I11 
11/1379 
11/248 
22500 
11/305 
23595 
11038 
29618 
11/241 
12/698 
36509 
25089 
13/295 
225330 


LjCorpl. Lockwood, E. A. 
Corpl. Loftus, F. L. 
Corpl. Lumley, J. 
L/Corpl. Mason, J. W. 
A/Corpl. McIntosh, D. S. 
L/Corpl. McLane, H. M. 
L/Corpl. Nye, A. 

L;Corpl. Ollett, R. 
L'Corpl. Overton, T. 
L/Corpl. Pearcy, J. H. 
A/Corpl. Pippett, C. 
L/Corpl. Ranby, H. 
L/Corpl. Raspin, F. 
Corp]. Sawyer, T., D.c.m. 
L/Corpl. Scottow, F. 
Corpl. Sharpe, F. L., Mom. 
Corpl. Skinner, F. H. 
Corpl. Smith, af A., M.M. 
Corp!. Smith, W. H., mem. 
Corp]. Stothard, P. 

Corpl. Stout, C. F. J. 
A/L/Corpl. Thurloe, R. F 
L/Corpl. Todd, J. 

Corpl. Towers, W. 

Corpl. Towse, H., m.m. 
Corpl. Tully, A. S.C. 
Corpl. Usher, W. E. 
L/Corpl. Whisker, H., m.m. 
A/L/Corpl. White, T., M.m. 
Corpl. Wilde, T. A., M.m. 
A/Corpl. Woodall, W. H. 
L/Corpl. Varley, R. 


No, 
26353 
@ 25899 
BI/244 
31/802 
28142 
14/211 
35009 
II 369 
27907 
X2,1186 
$487 
49771 
17514 
225486 
11/71 
51984 
42051 
11,727 
21247 
40785 
11/1053 
51987 
31513 
25401 
220586 
38049 
115754 
11/18 
26462 
51792 
11/1137 
36357 
I1/ror6 
30525 
IW/rr4r 
28090 
IT/83r 
13/1407 
28140 
29766 
IT 002 
28107 
11/1136 
35016 
15794 
52612 
T/roor 
27010 
16404 
225415 
11/967 
29198 
11/746 
13/414 
28139 
225326 
41696 
T1363 
42310 
26637 
11/135 
41099 
19154 
29770 
22617 
11/1309 
23981 
11/263 
28649 
11/1128 
11/575 
11/150 
11/544 


Appendix J. 
IITH BATTALION. 


Privatts. 
Rank and N ime, No. 

Pte. Abbey, E Il 490 
Pte. Abbey, W C. Il 105 
Pte len, H. 14,60 
Pte. Allison, J. i, MLM. 220059 
Pte. Ancliff, JoW, 13 765 
Pte. Andrews, J. w. YS67 
Pte. Applevard, Jj. IT 403 
Pte. Arnold, BL R. 33062 
Pte. Arnold, F. Il G70 
Pte. Amold, J. Ww, 30424 
Pte. Arnott, G. 50963 
Pte. Aspinall, F, Siig 
Pte Atkinson, I, Il 1397 
Pte Bailey, T Il 472 
Pte Baines, H 30425 
Pte Baker, T II 760 
Pte Baker, C. 52791 
Pte. Baldwin, C, 14/36 
Pte. Barber, J. M. 41710 
Pte. Barker, A. Il 532 
Pte. Barker, G. T. 289 34 
Pre. Barker, W, 28112 
Pte ames, 4. 30533 
Pte. Barrowcliffe, F, 51008 
Pte Barton, H. G. 29773 
Pte. Bates, W. 360516 
Pte. Beadle, T. A. 23099 
Pte Bearticld, E. T1545 
Pte 3caumont, W, 41712 
Pte Cecher, A. 41713 
Pte. Bee Aas bs 13/1430 
Pte Bell, W. E. Cc. 19354 
Pte Bell, G. H. 223839 
Pte. Bennett, H.C. 41872 
Pte Bentley, H. 41714 
Pte Bethway, J. H. 41873 
Pte Black, M. 36463 
Pte Blackmore, J. 50914 
Pte Blanchard, G. 41715 
Pte. Blanchard. L. 19447 
Pte. Blanshard. \W. 225242 
Pte. Bocock, W. K’ II 1432 
Pte. Bolder, J. W. 38281 
Pte. Booth, H. 35128 
Pte. Bousfield, R. W, 50895 
Pte. Boyd, E. W. 11958 
Pte. Boyes, J. 243868 
Pte. Brace, J.C. 51800 
Pte Bradley, F, 36458 
Pte. Braithwaite, W. F. IWi7rg5 
Pte. Brand, J, T¥/209 
Pte. Brenuchley, A, 3/7260 
Pte, Brewster, P. 11/1327 
Pte ridges, C, Ilrr5 

Pte Brinkley, J. R. 11/282 
Pte Britton, D. 11923 
Pte roadhead, J. G 11/1342 
Pte rough, J. W 11/659 
Pte Brown, A. F 36433 
Pte Brown, F 36462 
Pte Brown, G 11/895 
Pte Brown, W. 41722 
Pte Bryan, A. 12/1535 
Pte Bryan, J. W. H. 39534 
Pte urton, A. KE. 3/5306 
Pte usby, W. Pp. 38589 
Pte Russell, F, J. 36501 
Pte Butler, A. ¢. 10/1365 
Pte. Camps. F. 11/934 
Pte, Carrington, F, 17360 
Pte arrington, S 3643r 
Pte Carter, \v H. 413888 
Pte Cautley, W J 52658 


Rank and Naine, 
- Chance, . 


. Clark, © KF. 
- Clayton, W. 


-leminson, A. E, 


. Coc kerill, W. 


Cole, J. rE. 


x 


- Cross, J, J. G. 
- Cross, E. 

- Crossley, H. 

: Cruddas, A. R, 
; Cudbertson, F, 
- Cull, S. q. 

: Cullingworth, Ss. 
. Curtis, C, Bb. 

., Danrell, H. 


- Dennis, J. w, 


Dixon, T. 
Obson, R. 
Dobson, S. J. 


- Dolan, Js 
- Dook, F. 
, Downes, H. 


Downing, H. 
Owns, F, 
Downs, G., wom, 
Driscoll, J. J. 
Dufty, J. 


: Eastwood, T. W. 
, E-ddison, J. 
: Edwards, W. 


Ed wards, W. A. 


- Elston, A, E. 
; Emerson, M. 


+53 


Q3 


No. 
30987 
27027 
11/1344 
3/0921 
22513 
203199 
41729 
41730 
37918 
36427 
14/28 
50965 
41733 
11/954 
26983 
36530 
11/314 
12/1252 
11/169 
11/489 
41895 
11/1112 
28147 
11/1164 
II 392 
25058 
41397 
I1/54t 
4rky9 
§1505 
41902 
11,777 
30535 
41903 
11/1255 
37393 
11/262 
9106 
11/1345 
11/893 
39539 
11/g02 
TI/1031 
Ir271 
41753 
36494 
19431 
41916 
12/64 
28150 
11/081 
41918 
29780 
11/1234 
42137 
36542 
41756 
11/528 
41919 
42327 
IgIig!t 
41758 
115978 
41922 
31176 
29357 
41925 
13247 
225852 
14/187 
28I51 
11/852 
1388 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Pte. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Appendix I. 
11tH BATTALION. 


PrivaATES—continued. 


Rank and Name, 


Forth, G. 
Foster, H. 
Foston, J. 
Fowler, J., MM. 
Frankish, C. B. 
Frankland, J. 
Freeman, R. 
French, P. 
Fulker, F. T. 
Gale, P. 
Gallagher, P. 
Galloway, R. 
Garratt, E. 
Gaunt, W. M. 
Gelder, J. H. 
Gibbs, B. E. 
Gibson, S. 
Gilhatt, F. 
Glenton, T. 
Gohl, E. 
Goodey, C. F. 
Goodson, G. E. 
Gould, A. 
Gould, E., M.M. 
Grantham, G. E. 
Grassham, T. A. 
Gray, L. B. 
Greasley, F. G. 
Greaves, H. A. 
Green, J. C. 
Grey, R. 
Grimmer, R. J. G. 
Groves, F. G. 
Hale, W. 
Hamilton, F.C, 
Handley, F. 
Harman, T. 
Harris, (:. 
Harrison, E. 
Hayhurst, A. L. 
Hemming, E. G. 
Herbert, F. W. 
Herring, C. A. 
Heslop, G. H. 
Hickinan, L. S. 
Higginbottom, G. 
Higginson, A. 
Higginson, A. 
Higginson, H. 
Hill, H 
Hodgson, H. 
Hodson, T. 
Hogg, L. 
Holdstock, W. 
Hooper, F. G. 
Hopkinson, A. 
Holland, A. 
Holmes, E. A. 
Holmes, H. 
Holmes, W. 
Hornshaw, E. 
Horsfield, J. E. 
Houghton, H. F. 
Hourne, E. RK. 
Hudson, H. 
Hudson, J. W. 
Hughes. T. C. 
Hunter, H. 
Hunter, J. 
Ingham, C. R. 
Ingram, E. 
Izod, E. 
Jackson, J. W. 


No. 
11/419 
30526 
41764 
19985 
11/136 
41705 
12227 
59973 
50981 
11/1176 
11/1256 
II/IIII 
11/863 
32852 
11/529 
IQII4 
41768 
10/1130 
11/627 
11/517 
I1j1180 
13/1492 
11/§1 
29782 
§0984 
§2616 
37227 
12/1094 
11/737 
§2605 
28753 
41934 
32914 
12/084 
29760 
41770 
27076 
28126 
40868 
28153 
11/519 
41773 
26045 
41937 
23127 
22007 
1r/1183 
11/896 
IIj1244 
11/229 
§2616 
59993 
41939 
175S1 
24010 
11/1351! 
41941 
30353 
11/1186 
I1/1O0O45 
I1/1188 
11/435 
11116 
§1001 
11/992 
30305 
42180 
23987 
28602 
11/395 
28614 
19410 
11/451 


Pte. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Rank and Name. 


Jackson, J. W. 
Jackson, W. 
James, E. 
pg A. 


effery, G. A., Mim. 
. Jennings, S. 

. Jinks, W. 
ee Do 


ohnson, D. A. 


. Johnson, E. W. 
. Johnson, H. 

. Johnson, J. W. 
. Johnson, O. 

. Johnson, T. A. 
. Judge, J. W. 

: eee Ww. 

. Keightley, H. H. 
. Kendrew, F. 

. Kenneby, E. 

. Kirby, G. 

. Kirby, R. 

. Kirby, R. 

. Kirk, ‘}. Ww. 


Kyle, G. W. 


é Laidlow, G. R. 
. Lamb, M. 


‘ Langhorne, J. W. 
. Lattimer, H. 

. Lavill, M. M. 

. Lawson, A. R. 

. Lazenby, W. A., Mow. 
. Leake, H. 


’ Leonard, A. H. 
. Lewis, Ww. 
. Lincoln, H 


. Lister, } 

: Lister, E. 

. Little, S. G. 

: Littlehales, F. G. 


Loft, 


. Lowe, S. W. 
. Lowen, G. E., Mum. 
. Lowther, R 

. Lumb, M. 

. Lyth, J. 

. Mackay, A. S. 

. Macnamara, C, 

. Mallalieu, H. 

. Mallender, A. 

. Manley, FE. 

. Mann, C. E. B. 

. Marchant, J. 

. Maroney, M. 

-. Marshall, A. T. 

. Marshall, A. W. 
. Marshall, J. W. 
. Matkin 

. Matthews, J. W. 
. Mayes, C. 

. Mavor, H. 

. McFadden, J. 

. McGinty, J. 

. McNally, J. 

. McPherson, A. 
Pte. 


Medforth, H. 


Pte. Megahy, J. B. 
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No. Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
41946 Pte. Mees, B. A. 12664 Pte. Sadler, G. T. 
30364 Pte. Middleton, p. vy. S1024 Pte. Sankey, J. 
33420 Pte. Miller, ae 11/448 Pte. Sawdon, W. 
27902 Pte. Mitchell, E, B. 39437 Pte. Searing, E, E. 
51080 Pte. Mitchell, re 29751 Pte. Shade, W, 
41949 Pte. Molden, L. 23683 Pte. Shapcott, F, S. 
xx/207 Pte. Morley, J. W. 30416 Pte. Sharpe, S. 
19371 Pte. Morris, J. 1r/1089 Pte. Shaw, F, 
28x57 Pte. Mugyglestone, C. 37338 Pte. Sills, H. 
11/373 Pte. Murray, J. J, $103r Pte, Sisson, T, W. 
19224 Pte, Nelson, E. 30432 Pte. Skidmore, R. D 
33/522 Pte. Newby, C. S. II/1x27 Pte, Smart, T. 
11/712 Pte, Newlove, J, 51959 Pte. Smith, ¢. 
30368 Pte. North, H. 30437 Pte. Smith, H. E. 
11/874 Pte. Oakes, G. 30413 Pte. Smith, J. 
3506r Pte. Pagden, F. 11/228) Pte. Smith, W., 
II/956 Pte, Palmer, .W 50975 Pte. Snaith, R., MLM, 
27346 Pte. Parker, J. w. 28136 Pte. Spencer, C. W. 
Ex/1200 Pte. Parker, W. de P, 11/$7r Pte. Spetch, J. E. 
37168 Pte. Parker, W. 12/too Pte. Spink, G. 
23/1418 Pte. Partis, D. 50901 Pte. Stansfield, J. W. 
11/872 Pte, Paterson, J. A. 39429 Pte. Steel, A, 
22832 Pte. Pearson, C, J. 37930 Pte. Stevens, J. S. 
12/186 Pte. Pearson, E. 390446 Pte Stocks, A. 
36765 Pte Pearson, E, \. 11/1078 Pte Stuart, C. w, 
11/398 Pte. eeps, W 9826 Pte Sutton, C. F, 
51013 Pte. Phillips, H 13/1347 Pte Swales, A. 
II/T125 Pte. Pick, S. 18020 Pte. Sweeting, W. 
11/952 Pte. Pickering, E, C. 11/612, Pte. Swinden, T. 
30378 Pte. Pinches, 51042 Pte Swindon, E. W. L. 
11/1075 Pte. Plaskitt, T. C 51043 Pte. ymon, N., 
11/349 Pte. Pollard, A 52644 Pte. Tarn, E. G. 
11/1063 Pte Poole, W. II/1319 Pte. Tasker, A. B 
31r84 Pte, Porte, F. 22108 Pte, Taylor, G 
30522 Pte, Pottage, G. E., wom, 11/264 Pte, Taylor, H 
14/87 Pte, otter, H. 6728 Pte Taylor, T. H 
52637 Pte Potter, P. E. 50936 Pte. ayne, J. 
225675 Pte. Potts, F. 11/339 Pte, Teece, T. R 
28133 Pte. Potts, F. 30477 Pte. Telford, R 
29457 Pte. Powel, H. 11/623 Pte Temple, H. 
40904 Pte. Poxon, S. L. 11/822 Pte Tennison, A, 
30382 Pte. Preston, W. H. 11/1279 Pte Theakston, H. 
11/596 Pte, Proctor, F. 11389 Pte, irsk, J, 
52607 Pte, Quince, T. J 28094 Pte. Thompson, F, H. 
11/1203 Pte, Raby, F. 10204 Pte hompson, G. E. 
220497 Pte, Ramsden, C. 27289 Pte Thompson, G. L. 
21056 Pte Raper, F. 11/1268 Pte. Thompson, H. 
28135 Pte. Rhodes, W. H, 30455 Pte, Thorpe, H.R 
13/201 Pte. Richardson, E. 52610 Pte. Thurloe, G. 
225283 Pte. Richardson, G, 11/1270 Pte. Thurnel], A.R, 
11/103 Pte. Richardson, H. 30475 Pte, Timpson, J. A. 
52618 Pte. Richardson, J.R. 36490 = Pte. Titford, W, 
30392 Pte, Richardson, P, 38135 Pte. Tomlinson, F, 
29785 Pte. Riley, L. 28288 Pte. Turner, F, 
29075 Pte, Rimmer, P, H. 11/1429 Pte. Turner, J. H. 
30403 Pte, Ringer, L. 11/1389 Pte. Turner, T, F, 
3/8142 Pte. Roberts, G. F. 30459 Pte. Turpin, Ww. H. 
39409 Pte, Roberts, H. 59956 Pte. Tyson, T, 
30407 Pte, Robinson, A. 11/823 Pte. Varey, B. 
220021 Pte, Robinson, C. 39479 Pte. Varley, F. Ww. 
11/372 Pte. Robinson, G. 50904 Pte. Vaughan, J. 
30396 Pte, Robinson, L, 59940 Pte, Wakefield, J. R. 
14/133 Pte, Robson, if W. 28098 Pte Walker, E, 
11/554 Pte, Robson, P, E. 36436 Pte. Walker, F. G. 
40394 Pte, Rodgers, W. S. 12/1272 Pte. Walker, T. E. 
14/83 Pte Rogers, S. 30519 «Pte. Wallis, C. H. 
30391 Pte, Roster, A, 20537r Pte. Walls, C. H. 
$1021 Pte. Rowley, A. 32/1267 Pte. Walsh, J. 
34982 Pte. Rowling, G. 52665 Pte, Walsh, J. A. 
30410 Pte. Royall, W. 59939 Pte. Walton, L. E. 
36521 Pte. Russell, R. F. 11/936 Pte. Ward, A. 
35409 Pte, Rutherford, J. 11/428 Pte. Ward, F. 
11/87 Pte, Rutledge, R. 3052r Pte. Ward, F. 
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11TH BATTALION. 
PrivaTEs—continued. 


No, Rank and Name, No. Rank and Name. 
51049 Pte. Ward, H. 51055 Pte. Willett, D. 
11/1216 Pte. Ward, M. H. 11/1222. Pte. Willey, G. W. 
11/1320 Pte. Warnes, G. E. 28666 Pte. Williams, R. 
30482 Pte. Webb, L. 30506 Pte. Wilmer, G. E. 
24901 Pte. Webb, S. J. 24881 Pte. Wilmot, T. E. 
22472 Pte. Webb, S. W. 22348 Pte. Wilson, E. J. 
11/1393 Pte. Wells, W. 11/272 Pte. Wilson, W. B. 
50938 Pte. Welton, J. W. 52677. Pte. Wilson, W. G. 
11/429 Pte. Wemyss, G,. 30518 Pte. Winter, L. 
30511 Pte. Wentworth, S. 30541 Pte. Wood, J. 
36465 Pte. Westcott, H. 11/843 Pte. Woods, F. 

8502 Pte. Wharton, M. 11/500 Pte, Woollons, T. G. 
30484 Pte. Whitchouse, J. S. 30495 Pte. Wootton, J. R. 
22356 Pte. Whiteley, G. 21709 -~Pte. Wright, J. 
50941 Pte. Whittaker, W. R. 10/1370 =Pte. Wright, S. E. 
51096 Pte. Whitty, T. 30510 ~Pte. Yarrow, G. W. 
§1054 Pte. Wilkinson, J. W., Mom. 27085 Pte. Young, E. 


11/1219 Pte. Willcox, A. 
Tora N.C.Os. AND MEN = 563. 


12TH BATTALION. 


WarRBANT OFFICERS AND COLOUR-SERGEANTS. 


No, Rank and Name. 
12/96 C.S.M. Chapman, T. 


SERGEANTS AND LANCE-SERGEANTS. 


No. Rank and Name. No. Rank end Name. 
12/508 Sergt. Bayston, A. 220011 Sergt. Nicholson, P. 

12/865 L;Sergt. Braithwaite, A. 12/511 Scrgt. Scott, C. 

12/316 Sergt. Easingwood, R. 12/482 Sergt. Sbepherdson, H. 
12/1421 Sergt. Faulkner, H. 220013 Sergt. Utton, H. W. 

12/336 Sergt. Johnson, S. 12/1353 L/Sergt. Wallace, J. W. 
¥2/211 Sergt. McDonald, A. 6628 Sergt. Wood, F. W. 

12/53 Sergt. Morley, C. F. 12/297 Sergt. Woods, Kk. W. 


¥2/311 Sergt. Neal, W. W. 


CorPORALS AND LANCE-CoRPORALS. 


12/635 Corpl. Barker, S. 14/§8 L/Corpl. Hill, J. W. 
12/1297, L,Corpl. Barratt, G. W. 37347. «“‘1.-/Corpl. Hinsley, T. 
37348 LiCorpl. Bird, J. T. 12/1006 =LiCorpl. Johnston, C. 
12/1027. Corpl. Bolton, S. 12/250 L/’Corplh. Lun, G. H. 
33470 = CorphL Bowron, H. J. 12/391 Corpl. Marlow, F. R. 
37350 ~=L.'Corpl. Bradshaw, F. 12/991 L/Corpl. McKee, G. 
13/1381 Corp). Bulman, H. 12/302 L/Corpl. Milner, W. 
12/216 L’‘Corpl. Burnham, G. F. 12/1177. Corpl. Park, E. 
12/551 L’Corph. Busby, J. 12/267 Corpl. Rushton, W. A, 
12/1203 A Corpl. Calvert, A. A. 12/337. L/Corpl. Savage, F. 
12/70) =LiCorpl. Chapman, S. 13986 L/Corpl. Scott, W. 
12/88g = L:Corpl. Chapman, W. R. 13/1300 Corpl. Smith, H. 
12/877.  L/Corpl. Collinson, A. 12/77 Corpl. Smith, T. E. 
36503 L/Corpl. Doughty, T. F. 10'359 L/Corpl. Spikins, M. 
36714 L/Corpl. Dyson, G. H. 12/1487 LjCorpl. Vowles, F. K.G. 
11/2§ L/Corpl. Edson, W. H. 16742 Corpl. Webb, F. A. 
12/585 A/Corpl. Fenton, F. 14/215 Corp]. Whitelam, L. 


¥2/2§9 Corpl. Henson, C. W. 12/189 L/Corpl. Wilson, W. 
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12TH BATTALION. 


Privates. 
No. Rank and Name, 


— — 


12/830 Pte. Collinson, E, 
25372 Pte, Couper, E.G, 
14/22 Pte, Cooper, R. C, 
36549 Pte. Cox, J. J. 

12/330 Pte. Cox, W. E, 

36748 Pte. Crabtree, E. 

T2329 Pte. Craggy, C, W. 
T2/1139 Pte. Crawford, H. 

36603 Pte, Cripps, W., P, 
T2/1167 Pte. Croft, J. 

36726 Pte, Cullen, T, . 

36589 Pte. Cuthbert, H. 

12/56 Pte. Davies, A. W. 

19640 Pte. Deakin, W. 
12/1003 Pte. Dearlove G, 

12/303 Pte. Dimmack J. 

T2/r6r Pte. Dobbs, F, H. 

36724 Pte. Duggan, M. 

27793 Pte. Earnshaw, F, 

12/384 Pte. Edmond, H. 

22539 Pte. Edmond, R. 

12/516 Pte. Edmunds, T. P. 

12/457 Pte. Egan, T. 

12,879 Pte. Eley, E, 
12/1300 Pte. Ellis, B. 
10/1446 Pte, Ellis, F, 

12/426 Pte, Embley, w. 

27080 Pte. Evans, T. 
12/1258 Pte. Farmery, W. W. 
12/1360 Pte, Fell, H, 

T2/851 Pte, Fenton, J.E. 
12/1468 Pre. Fenwick, J. W. L, 

12/939 Pte. Fletcher’ } W. 
12/1189 Pte, “oster, W. 

36559 Pte. Francis, F. 

14/170 Pte. Freear, R, O. 

34781 Pte. Fretwell, T. E, 
T2/T1I3) Pte, Fulcher, F, 

3/6482 Pte. Gallagher, J. 

12/862 Pte, Gill, T, 

22064 Pte, Gill, C. 

T2/134r Pte, Goodfellow, H. F, 
28211 Pte, Goodson, Ww. 

Ir/g7t Pte. Goulding, J 

12/938 Pte. Green, E, 

22508 Pte, Green, W. 

T2/17r Pte. Green, W. 

12/296 Pte. Hadlow, E, A. 

12/747 Pte. Hall, A, 

12/518 Pte. Hall, G, 

12/179 Pte. Hall, J, 

T1786 Pte, Hall, W. 4. 

36694 Pte. Hardcastle, H. 
I2/rr72 Pte. Harland, J. 

14/84 Pte, Harper, W. H. 

36558 Pte. Harris, E, A. V. 
12/1323) Pte, Harris, W. 

12/126 Pte. Harrison, G. 
12/1513 Pte. Harrison, d. 

12/589 Pte. Harrison, Ww. 
12/1148) Pte. Hart, R, 


No. Rank and Name. 


12/687 Pte. Alcock, J.H 
22376 Pte. Altoft, . 
12/892 Pte. Anderson, F. A, 
X2/IX55 Pte. Anderson, G, 
I2/II56 Pte. Anderson, T. 


28209 Pte. Armiger, S. 
17408 Pte. Armitage, EK, 
37871 Pte. Armitt, W. 
38050 Pte. Arnull, J. T. 
34774 Pte. Baggaley, H. 
34775 Pte. Bailey, F, ¢. 
37872 Pte. Balmford, J. T. 
12/382 Pte. Barber, J. A. 
3/7164 Pte. Barlow, J. W. 
12/282 Pte. Barnes, A. 
13313 Pte. Baron, J. B. 
39564 Pte. Barrett, W. H. 
34776 Pte. Barwell, L. ay 
21089 Pte. Batty, J. 
12/604 Pte. Beasy, J. 
12/14 Pte. Beckett, F. 


14/17 Pte. Betts, G. BE. 
13483 Pte. Bexfield, A. E, 
204121 Pte. Bielby, H. 
32/442 Pte. Binning, G. E, 

21619 Pte. Blackbourn, W. H. 
12/722 Pte. Blackburn, C. 
12/760 Pte. Blackburn, S. 
12/1470 Pte. Blagg, A. 

12'904 Pte. Blain, J. 

12/605 Pte. Blakeston, Ss, 
12/1330 Pte. Bond, H. L. 

14/148 Pte. Booth, C, 

12/668 Pte. Booth, D. 

12/887 Pte. Boothby, D. 
T2/1514 Pte. Boothman, A. T, 


12/765 Pte. Brigham, J. H. 
12/818 Pte. Broderick, A, 
1257 Pte. Brown, F, 
12/25 Pte. Brown, R. 
38039 Pte. Brumby, J. H. 
71555 Pte, Bugg, fj. 
39755 Pte. Bulcock, ' 
28198 Pte. Bull, A. Hy. 
12/1128 Pte. Burnett, G. T, 
T2/24r Pte. Burns, L, F. 
10,1443 Pte. Bush, H., 
14/216 Pte. Butler, G. Ww. 
36591 Pte. Butler, Ww. 
12/412 Pte. Campion, W. 


28210 Pte. atpenter, A. KE, 28185 Pte, Harwin, R. S. 
21162) Pte. Cattle, H. I, 12/1012 Pte, Hawkins, A. 
12ST Pte, Challons, C. T2'717 Pte, Heath, H. 
22506 Pte, Chapman, F, J. 12/791 Pte, Hebden, H. 

12.1085 Pte. Charlton, T. W. 12/1406 Pte. Heenan, E, 
18137 Pte. Clacker, A, 22437 Pte, Hemingway, L, 
38058 Pte. Clacham, H. 12/802 Pte. Henderson, H. 
12/780 Pte, Clark, W, J. 12/22 Pte. Hicks, C, 
12/169 Pte, Cliff, E, 14/153 Pte. Hicks, F, R. 
12/1275 Pte. Cockerill, F. 12/1437 Pte. Higgins, J. W. 
12;792 Pte, Cocking, A. H. 15321 Pte, Higgins, B bs 
22446 Pte, Collins, K. 36734 Pte, Hill, A. 
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12TH BATTALION. 
Privatres—continued. 


No. Rank and Name. No. Rank and Namr. 
12/999 Pte. Hobson, J. 28062 Pte. Pepper, S M. 
12/378 Pte. Hodgson, J. A. 14/217 Pte. Pinder, S. 
12/1333 Pte. Hodgson, W. H. 33092 Pte. Potter, D. 
12/172 Pte. Holland, A. 12/323 Pte. Pullinger, T. 
12/1198 Pte. Holmes, T. C. 33084 Pte. Regan, C. 
y2/11§2 Pte. Horberry, H. 35219 Pte. Richards, J. 
12/1225 Pte. Hotchkin, E. 12/48r Pte. Riches, W. 
12/1226 Pte. Hotchkin, F. 12/1372 Pte. Rider, W. R. 
12/t191 Pte. Houghton, A. G. 12/110 Pte. Robinson, C. O. 
r2/r2xrz_ Pte. Hudson, N. A. 12/148 Pte. Robinson, E. V. 
12/1519 Pte. Hunticy, P. W. 36576 Pte. Rogerson, F. 
12/1456 Pte. Hutchinson, B. W. 12/869 Pte. Roo, A. 
220027. Pte. Ibbetson, J. T. 28207. Pte. Rookyard, F. 
12/184 Pte. Irving, W. 12/417 Pte. Rowbottom, S. 
12/940 Pte. Jackson, A. 13476 Pte. Rowe, N. 
21569 Pte. Jackson, G. S. 12/761 Pte. Rudd, F. 
12/1259 Pte. Jackson, J. A. 23606 Pte. Scarborough, W. 
9912 Pte. i eeaneeae j. W. 24829 Pte. Scott, J. H 
14/13 Pte. Jarrett, O. A. 12/543 Pte. Searby, F. 
12/11 Pte. Jarvis, R. 12/1835 Pte. Selle, G. F. 
34749 Pte. Jebson, J. H. 12/1512 Pte. Sergeant, R. 
12/335 Pte. Jessop, W. G. 38045 Pte. Sharp, 
10/135t Pte. Jipson, H. 21530 Pte. Sharpe, R. W 
12/838 Pte. Johnson, H. 12/809 Pte. Shea, G.A 
36568 Pte. Johnson, H. W. 36572 Pte. Shenton, G. F. 
12/49 Pte. Jones, P. 12/1497 Pte. Shores, H. S. E. 
34756 Pte. Kale, W. 12/1518 Pte. Skelton, H. 
19461 Pte. Kemp, T. 33024 Pte. Smith, A. 
12/745 Pte. King, W. 28208 Pte. Smith, A. E. 
18897 Pte. Kinsey, N. 26004 Pte. Smith, J. T. 
12/733 Pte. Kirkwood, E. 21539 Pte. Smith, L. 
12/43 Pte. Knowles, L. 12/1328 Pte. Smith, R. A. 
19417. Pte. Larkin, S. C. 12/1104 Pte. Smith, W. B. 
12/783 Pte. Larvin, T. H. 10431 Pte. Smith, W. G. 
11/1088 Pte. Laughton, S. 12/1044 Pte. Sowerby, F. 
28160 Pte. Leach, W. 12/841 Pte. Spencer, H. 
12/1451 Pte a 12/946 Pte. Spencer, W. H. 
12/1058 Pte. Lewis, W. 24887 Pte. Stamp, W. H. 
28214 Pte. Lockwood, H. 12/72 Pte. Stathers, W. H. 
12/881 Pte. Lowther, H. S. 12/735 Pte. Steele, J. W. 
366343 Pte. Malcolm, J. W. 12/763 Pte. Stoker, R. 
38062 Pte. Males, A. J. 3662: Pte. Sutton, W. 
36723 . Pte. Marshall, R. 36560 Pte. Swain, R. 
12/71t Pte. Martin, G. W. 10/1331 Pte. la cela Ss. 
14/244 Pte. Mather, F. 12/1386 Pte. Tacey, C. W. 
11796 Pte. McCloud, F. 12/903 Pte. Tarling, G. W. 
36751 Pte. McConville, J. 13/1414 Pte. Tasker, H. 
12/800 Pte. McDonald, J. 31250 Pte. Taylor, H. 
12/828 Pte. McGowan, D. g/t4210 Pte. Taylor, T. 
10/1097. Pte. McKenzie, D. 28195 Pte. Thirtle, H. N. 
12/930 Pte. McManus, LE. 18595 Pte. Thompson, F. 
12/963 Pte. Mills, J. W. 33140 Pte. Thornton, T. 
21548 Pte. Moore, C. W. 21659 Pte. Thorpe, F. L. 
13/366 Pte. Morrison, W. L. 12/1501 Pte. Tock, H. W. 
220020 Pte. Moucr, F. 13/1467 Pte. Tolchard, Ww. 
12/231 Pte. Moulds, A. 18661 Pte. Tomlinson, E. W. 
14/66 Pte. Mower, H. 36721 Pte. Tripcony, E. 
12/842 Pte. Neall, G. 14/199 Pte. Turnbull, W. 
17925 Pte. Needham, R. M. 35076 Pte. Turner, F. 
12/127. Pte. Ness, F. 36719 Pte. Turner, J. 
12/1146 Pte. Newson, T. 28196 Pte. Turner, S. C. 
28186 Pte Nichols, J. W. 36702 Pte. Wakefield, A. P. 
36737. Pte. Norfolk, J. 12/568 Pte. Wales, W. S. 
36655 Pte. Norris, W. A. 36608 Pte. Waller, H. 
12/1384 Pte. North, J. S. 16580 Pte. Warburton, F. 
8791 Pte. Northficld, F. 17797. Pte. Wardell, L. 
28187 Pte. Nudd, J. 12/1181 Pte. Warnes, R. H 
12/456 Pte. Oxendale, H. 36693 Pte. Warren, J. B. 
12/1522 Pte. Paget, F. 12/772. Pte. Waters, A. P. 
14/109 Pte. Parr, T. 28213 Pte. Waterton, H. C. 
21768 Pte. Pashby, W. 28174 Pte. Watson, I. Ww. 
12/40 Pte. Pearson, T. E. 30644 Pte. Welch, H. W. 
33221 Pte. Peck, E. T. 21829 Pte. Wells, E. 
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12TH BATTALION. 


PrivaTEsS—continued. 
No. Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 


12/1526 Pte. Wollas, G. H., Mom. 
14833 Pte. Wolstencroft, J. W. 
12/238 Pte. Woodall, A. N. 
14483 Pte. Woodger, E. 

12/1516 Pte. Wooller, W. 

12/1103 Pte. Woomble, A. D. 
12/724 Pte. Woyen, C. R. 
11/387 Pte. Wride, G. 

12/1295 Pte. Wright, F. 
35083 Pte. Wright, J. W. 

12/1215 Pte. Wright, T. M. 


7656 Pte. Weston, H. 
12/129 Pte. White, L. 
38055 Pte. White, L. 
12/396 Pte. Whitehead, S. 
12/406 Pte. Whitheld, E. 
28175 + Pte. Wilby, G. 

36684 Pte. Wileman, P. 
12/706 Pte. Wiles, T. 

12/1196 Pte. Wilkinson, T. H. 
12/493 Pte. Wilson, H. 
38061 Pte. Winterburn, W. F. 
12/112. Pte. Wogden, H. 


Tota, W.Os., N.C.Os. AND MEN = 367. 


137 BATTALION. 


WARRANT OFFICERS AND COLOuR-SERGEANTS. 
No. Rank and Name. 


13/5 C.Q.M.S. Andrews, H. 


SERGEANTS AND LANCE-SERGEANTS. 


No. Ran‘ and Name. No. Rank and Name, 
13/14 Sergt. Atkin, F. 13/146 Sergt. Johnson, G. S. 
13/896 Sergt. Attwood, R. 13/154 Sergt. Langrich, L. S. 
13/602 AjSergt. Brown, J. W. 13/1150 Sergt. Maughan, R. C. 
13/57 Sergt. Chester, R. J. 13'5r8 A/Sergt. McCarthy, C. D. 
13/9t Sergt. Elston, J. H. 8376 Sergt. Redfern, W., MoM. 
13/1140 L/Sergt. Haldenby, J. R. 13/644 Sergt. Robinson, A. 
13/1092 Sergt. Hallam, J., Mim. 13/54r Sergt. Temple, R. S., MoM. 
13/1115 Sergt. Harrison, G. | 
CorPORALS AND LANCE-CorPORALS. 
13/589 A/L/Corpl. Ashley, E. A. 26547 L’‘Corpl. Metcalf, C. 
13/310 Corpl. Aspinall, W., p.c.m. 13;726 L’Corpl. Parker, W. 
13/17. A/Corpl. Bailey, P. 13/210 ~L/Corpl. Robbi-, J. A. 
13/1379 L/;Corpl. Barnby, H. 13/377. Corpl. Robinson, A. 
13/38 Corpl. Beanland, H. 13.379 L/Corpl. Rutledge, A. 
13/1380 L/Corpl. Buffey, A. E. 13/1235 L/Corpl. Sample, J. 
13/324 Corpl. Collins, A. 13/216 L/Corpl. Shakespeare, S. 
13/954 Corpl. Daddy, J. W. 13/1484 L/Corpl. Shepherdson, H. 
13/826 Corpl. Dean, A. 13/235 Corpl. Stirk, H. E. C. 
13/427, A/Corpl. Dent, G. 13/657 Corpl. Taylor, A. 
13/7§ Corplh. Donnelly, A. 13/936 L/'Corpl. Toalster, T. 
13/1017 L/Corpl. Dosser, S. 13/745 Corpl. Turley, F. 
13/333 L/Corpl. Duncan, D. 13/1233 Corpl. Waller, G. F. 
13/1292 Corpl. Green, H. 37278 Corpl. Willey, J. A. 
1450t Corpl. Huddart, G. S. 13/664 Corpl. Williams, A. 
28086 L/Corp!. Linton, C. A. 27293 L/Corpl. Womack, J. 
13/1127. A/L/Corpl. Messenger, G. H. 
PRIVATES 
13/§9r Pte. Akrill, J. E. 13/9 Pte. Armstrong, M. 
13/§46 Pte. Allatt, C. J. P. 13/1033 Pte. Austin, G. H. 
13/942 Pte. Allen, W. 13/897 Pte. Baker, C. W. 
13/2 Pte. Allman, G. 25600 Pte. Baker, W. R. 
13/1273 Pte. Allon, W. 13/870 Pte. Banks, C. E. 
26018 Pte. Arksey, S. 13/804 Pte. Barker, C. E. 
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No, 
13/35 
286$3 
25675 
13/34 
25430 
26910 
23882 
14/213 
37234 
13/1 
13/59 
13/1047 
28578 
13/40 
13/077 
13/1193 
26123 
13/947 
13/1503 
13/46 
13/1333 
28737 
23795 
28710 
25367 
28177 
28579 
927 
13/904 
14/155 
13/55 
13/1195 
13/1279 
13/993 
13:60 
13/1383 
13/1294 
13/325 
31/59 
1362 
13/1439 
13:66 
28367 
23547 
13/1274 
26579 
13/611 
26001 
37220 
13/505 
13;556 
13/1386 
28368 
13/1197 
13/693 
13/337 
13/3353 
37221 
13/870 
28717 
13/696 
13/336 
13/94 
13/431 
13/877 
19227 
13/1344 
13/1256 
26009 
13/343 
25999 
13344 
T2/111§ 


Pte. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Pte. 


Pte. 


Pte. 
Pte. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Pte. 
Pte. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
-Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Fte. 
Pte. 
Pte, 
Pte. 


Pte. 
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13TH BATTALION. 


PrivaTEsS—continued. 


z Rank and Name. 


Barnaby, M. 
Barnes, W. J. 
Barrett, A. 
Barrett, H. S. 
Battve, J. W. 
Beanland, A. 
Bebbington, J. 
Bell, C. 

Bell, G. 
Bettinson, J. H. 
Betts, W. 
Betts, J. 
Binns, W. T. 
Blenkinsop, A. 
Bodheld, A. E. 
Booth, E. W. 
Booth, W. T. 
Bostock, F. H,. 
Brady, W.N. 
Brock, J. H. 
Brown, J. 
Brown, W. M. 
Bruce, W. J. R. 
Bull, P. 
Burgess, L. 
Burton, E. 
Cainm, S. 
Capes, A. 
Carrick, A. 
Catterall, H. 
Cawkwell, W. T. 
Clater, J. T. 
Collinson, W. 
Conway, F. 
Cook, A. T. 
Cooper, (:. 
Cooper, KR. 
Cooper, R. J. 
Corner, I. 


Cornthwaite, G. A. 


Coupland, J. 
Cowton, M. 
Cropper, G. 
Cullam, L. 
Darby, J. W. 
Davison, J. W. E. 
Dawson, G. 
Dent, P. W. 
Dent, W. 
Diglin, G. 
Dixon, A. 
Dodds, J. 


Drinkwater, G. H. 


Driver, M. H. 
Driver, R. 
Eddon, J. W. 
Edwards, H. 
EWlerby, W. 
Ellington, E. 
Elsey, F. 
Espin, C. T. 
Espiner, A. C. 
Falk, H. 
Farnill, D. W. 
Farrah, J. RR. 
Featherby, W. S. 
Fenwick, G. B. 
Fortman, J. F. 
Iryer, S. H. 
Galbraith, B, 
Gallagher, B. 
Gamble, C. 
Garfitt, W. 


No. 


28567 
13/914 
13/118 

26181 

32863 
13/775 

28619 

28652 
13/776 
13/122 

13/1018 

25480 
13/348 
13/781 
13/564 

24451 

13/1204 
13/782 

342600 

238 39 

25564 

I1/94 

28691 

18025 

37223 
13/734 
13/856 
13/352 
13/139 
10/372 

26182 

26095 
13/705 

13/1157 
13/446 
13/880 

13/919 

28062 
13/147 

13/1110 

23845 

13/1167 

13/45! 

25020 

28068 
13/153 

20745 

28065 

25897 

28204 
13/155 
13/571 

28637 

28742 

25069 
13/722 

25462 

28681 
13/181 
13/455 

28726 

13/1468 
13/182 
13,1226 

26139 
13/183 

25306 

26421 

13/1099 

24847 

13/187 
13/1400 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
. Gowans, J. H. 

. Grayburn, J. 

. Green, H. R. 

. Greenwoud, A. 

. Greenwood, C. P. 
. Hackett, J. R. 

. Hardy, G. B. 

. Hardy, P. H. 

. Hargrave, G. H. 

. Harrison, A. 

. Harrison, C. 

. Harper, H. W. 

. Hebblewhite, F. 

. Heseltine, F. R. 

. Higham, J. E. 


. Murphy, F. 
. Nelson, J. 
. Newlove, W. H. 


Rank and Nime, 


Gelder, E. W. 
Gill, V. V. 
Gilkes, F. T. 
Gledhill, J. H. 


. Hourigan, J. 

. Howell, H. 

». Howell, WN. 
. Hull, T. 

. Huzzard, R. 

. Jackson, A. E. 
. Jackson, E. T. 
. Jackson, F. 

. Jackson, F. W. 
. Janney, A. B. 

. Jennison, E. 

. Johnson, A. 

. Johnson, G. 

. Johnson, G. F. 
. Jollands, W. H. 
. Kay, C. W. 

. Kay, F. 

. Kay, H. 

. Kay, M. 

. Kershaw, W. V. 
. Kirman, H. S. 
. Lane, H. 

. Langford, L. 

. Langthorpe, T. A. 
. Lawson, J. B. 

. Lea, T. 

. Leon, FE. 

. Lewis, S. 

. Lilley, S. 

. Lingard, W. 

. Livesey, R. 

. Lowe, W. A, 

. Major, G. 

. Marshall, P. 

. McGlynn, J. M. 
. McKernan, W. 
. McNally, T. J. 
. McNulty, W. 

. Merrylees, A. 

. Midforth, F. W. 
. Miles, J. 

. Miller, T. R. 

. Milner, G. 

. Moody, R. 

. Moore, J. W. 

. Moore, A, 

. Morrill, A. 


~ 
. 


Ne. 


33/1288 
28359 
28163 
13/1174 
37277 
13/1289 
220133 
28360 
28158 
25925 
13/642 
13/643 
13/923 
13/198 
13/925 

13/1357 

13/576 
25923 
13/209 
13/895 
28356 
26064 
34981 
13/375 
13/212 
28075 

13/1005 

25934 
13/373 
14/210 

28635 

28594 

28216 

13/1059 
24858 

13/1228 

13/1318 
28085 
14/46 
34990 

13/474 
13/229 

23821 

13/218 


No. 


. Newman, J. S. 
. Nobbs, P. 

. Oakes, D. E. 

. O'Neal, J. W. 
. Owen, J. 

. Pallister, J. W. 
. Palmer, W. 

. Pepper, J. 

. Phillips, A. J. 
. Pike, G. H. 

. Platts, J. W. 

. Pougher, H. 

. Preston, J. R. 
. Pullen, R. E. 


. Richardson, E. 

. Ridehalgh, J. 

. Roberts, E. 

. Roberts, G. 

. Robins, W. 

. Robinson, H. 

. Robinson, H. 

. Robinson, R. W. 
. Rogers, J. W. 


Russell, W. 
. Ryan, J. 
. Sands, J. E. 


Savage, G 


. Schofield, A. 

. Scott, A. 

. Scott, G. T. 

. Sharp, C. A. 

. Sharp, F. 

. Shearsmith, T. 
. Shields, L. 

. Shores, J. 

. Smith, A. 

. Smith, G. A. 

. Smith, J. L. 

. Snowden, F. 

. Snowley, C. A. 


Appendix I, 
13TH BATTALION. 


PrivaTes—continued. 
Rank and Name. No. 


26575 
28954 
28171 
12/978 
26185 
23847 
13/386 
13/889 
13/1217 
13/246 
13/1312 
13/796 
37282 
13/740 
28732 
26633 
28079 
13/1081 
28078 
13/1405 
23811 
25450 
17913 
25092 
13/356 
13/1397 
13/1301 
13/399 
16860 
28734 
13/1396 
13/271 
28043 
13/1305 
28683 
13/280 
15335 
28081 
13/753 
13/1494 
14/197 
13/754 
13/487 


Rank and Name. 
. Sole, S. 

. Spark, W. 

. Sporle, R. S. 

. Stainforth, W. 

. Stansfield, C. H. 
. Stellings, W. 

. Stephens, H. 

. Stork, T. 


. Taylor, J. H. 

. Thoinpson, A. 

. Thorpe, W. L. 
. Thrussell, G. 

. Thurlow, A. 

. Thurston, C. E. 
. Tidswell, F. 

. Tinsley, C. E. 

. Tomkins, E. 

. Tomlinson, H. 
. Walker, R. 

. Walmsley, J. E. 
. Walsh, J. E. 

. Ward, T. 

. Watson, F. 

. Watts, C. 


. Wilkinson, H. 

. Williams, G. W. 
. Williams, R. T. 

. Wilson, G. F. 

. Wilson, M. A. 

. Winter, E. 

. Woodmansey, T. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


Wright, G. 
Wright, J. W. 


TotaL W.Os., N.C.Os. AND MEN = 293. 


14th BATTALION. 


CorRPORALS AND LANCE-CorRPORALS. 


No. 


Rank and Name. 


10/544 A/L/Corpl. Redmore, H. 


PrivaTEs. 


Rank and Name. No, 


10/330 Pte. Freeman, R. C. 
14/123 Pte. Stephenson, N. A. 


26460 Pte. Wilson, R. 


Totat N.C.Os. AND MEN = 4. 


Rank and Name. 
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ist GARRISON BATTALION. 


CorRPORALS AND LANCE-CoRPORALS. 


No. Rank and Name. 


13/524 L/Corpl. Osborne, A. 


PRIVATES. 
No. Rank and Name. No. Rank and Name. 
35802 Pte. Allen, J. H. 35902 Pte. McHale, R. 
3:7250 Pte. Croom, R. 35705 Pte. McKay, R. 
23334 Pte. Donovan, T. 20652 Pte. McKenna, M. 
20569 Pte. Gallagher, B. 20596 Pte. Mustard, G. 
23306 Pte. Hedley, W. H. 20768 Pte. Paulson, G. W. 
21439 Pte. Jackson, W. 23390 Pte. Walker, H. 


24414 Pte. Manning, R. W. 


Totat N.C.Os. ann MEN = 14. 


2nD GARRISON BATTALION. 


CorPORALS AND LANCE-CoRPORALS. 


No. Rank and Name. 


24043 L/Corpl. Edlington, F. 


PRIVATES. 
No. Rank and Name, No, Rank and Name. 
6905 Pte. Clark, T. B. 34139 Pte. Radford, J. 
6723 Pte. Delaney, P. 24157 Pte. Robson, G. J. 
33819 Pte. Dyson, S. 6402 Pte. Royal, J. H. 
24238 Pte. Kelly, J. 7243 Pte. Savage, J. 


24080 Pte. Leonard, G. 


Totat N.C.Os. AND MEN = 10. 


GRAND TOTAL. 


OFFICERS “3 a ee “a S4 a 2. 403 
OTHER RANKS .. ae as ns ne ae -. 7,080 


List or 


Name. Rank 
Vv. e 
Chafer, G. w. ia Pte. 
Cunningham, : ee Pte. 
arrison, J., atic. 2/Lieut. 
*Jackson, H. ‘ Sergt. 
Cc, e 
Nunburnholme, The Col. 
Right Hon. the Lord, 
D.S.O. 
C.M.G., 
Anderson, D. F., v.s.0 Major 
Clarke, J. L. Te Brig.-Gen 
Edwards, R. M Lt.-Col 


Harvey, F, H., p.s.0. os Lt.-Col, 
Jenkins, N, F-. - - 


C.B.E, 
Etheridge, ¢. de C., Lt.-Col. 
3.0 . 


D.S.0. 
Land, W. H., v.v. 


Rewarps—Bartisy. 
(The ranks Shown are those held at the time of award.) 
Regtl. 
No. | Name. Rank, 
D.S.O. 
19384 Anderson, D. F., c.m.c. Capt. 
12/24 Blacker, N. V., wc. -- Lt.-Col 
_ Tindley, J.. Mic Capt. 
18474 Brown, H.- S Capt. 
Coles, J. H. Major 
Cowper, M. G. ., Lt.-Col 
Elvin, H. J. a Lieut. 
— Ferrand, S. H., sac. Lt.-Col, 
Gurney, C. H. — Lt.-Col 
Hall, rs H. T. B. *» Major 
Harvey, F. Homa. . - Major 
opkins, R, S., Mc. |. Major 
Ingelby, Geis ace ; Major 
<> Killick, A, H., mc. Capt 
_ King, G. E. exe Major 
= Kino, A. R. Capt 
_ Park, G. W. A, 1” Capt 
=. Pateshall, H. E. P. -» Major 
carson, B. L,, M.C. Capt 
(Yorks R.). 
Plimpton, K. A, Major 
os edfern, J.G. : Capt. 
Richardson, A. J. Lt.-Col. 
Lt.-Col Sasse, C. D, a -» Capt. 
oe Saunders, H, C. R. +» Major 
Savory, A. K. M.C. W. t.-Col 
O.B.E Se H. ie we oe 
ae ae : ePhenson, M. B., sic. apt. 
Benson, vs rE P tee Thomas, W. E., mec. a Major 
ray, FE’ A. iY Ee : Major Tonkin, F, C,, Mc. st Capt. 
Carhes oo Major Trimble, J. B. O., wc. Lt.-Col. 
Cunningham, F.C. Lt.-Col. & ye CUM. Major 
Qr.-Mr, arley, O., w.c, Capt 
Hawkesworth, J.-L. 1, Capt. 
Holdich, T. W. .. -» Lt.-Col 
ameson, A, eg -- Lt.-Col, 
eff, R. H. 


Jenkins, J. 4,7 af 
Knox, J.'S. -- Lt.-Col. 


Maunsell, C. H. W, Major 
orison, E, i Capt 
Powell, H. H. ; Major 
Shaw, A. G ‘ Major 
Smith, G. E aise Major 

Smith, L. H. ay Capt 
Springhall, J. W. Lt.-Col. & 
Qr.-Mr. 
Standish, W. p. Ag Major 
weetman, M. J. Lt.-Col 
orns, L, 5 -+ Major 
Wellesley, C. G. ae ajor 
Winfield, F. B. (R.A.M.C.) ajor 
M.B.E. 
Hall, F, .. er 2/Lieut, 
McIntyre, R. W, 2/Lieut, 
Mason, A, M. W. Capt. 
Oliver, R, ace Capt. & 
Qr.-Mr. 


Pit | ETAT tae ey pg ee Ae 


Pld | 


APPENDIx IT. 


Waite, C, WwW. be Major 
Waithman, R. H. (R. Lt.-Col. 
Sussex R.), 
White, W. T., Mc. Capt. 
Wilkinson, W. T. Lt.-Col 
(K.0.S.B.). 
Young, W. H. - Lt.-Col. 
Ist Bar to D.S.O. 
urney, C. H., p.s.o. Lt.-Col 
King, G. E., D.s.0. -> Major 
asse, C. D., p.s.0. Li apt. 
Wilkinson, W. T., v.s.0. Lt.-Col 
(K.O.S.B.). 
Savory, A. K. M. C.W., Lt.-Col, 
D.S.O. 
2nd Bar to D.S.O. 
Rigg, E, H., _v.s.o. Lt.-Col, 
(K.O.Y.L.1), 
M.C, 
Adams, W. T,. rn -» Lieut 
Addy, J.C. Pan se Capt 
Ainley, J.R,  ¢ ‘ Lieut. 


* Killed in action, 


Regtl. 


7. 
c 


ceesoee re I 


t 
i 


tlereos 


EEE TUES BY apse eg 


— 
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List oF REwarps—BritisH—continued. 


Name. 


M.C.—continued. 
Anderson, D. D. 
Anderton, W. aaa 
Ball, F. L. 
Balmford, D. €.. 
Bambridge, H. L. 


Bate Wilson, K. A. 


Batt 

bike’ D D. v. ms 
Blacker, N. V., Nl 
Bladen, G. W., 
Bocking, B. 

Bray, E. A., 0.B. 5. 
Brindley, J., D.s.o. 
Broadley, J. (D.L.I.) 


Brown, M. 

Burch, F. W. 

Calvert, E. E. 

Cameron, G. B. 

Carnes, Cc 

Carney, T. P., D. "CM. 
*Carroll, W. ' 
*Case, A.R. 

Cattley, Di Aw 85 
*Cattley, W. ne 
Challis, L. 

Chapman, WH. 

Clark, G. W. an 
*Clark, W. S. 

Cooper, Es. Pica 
Copeland, J. H. 
*Cowley, F. W. .. en 
Cowling, H. W. fe 
Cox, D. A. a at 
Craig, Je ee 

Cusworth, E. A. 


Daly Jecs sd: ~s8 


Dann, H. F. 
*Davis, H. 


Deacon, J. N., M.B. 


(R.A.M.C.). 
De Rinzy, N. L. C. 
Dimond, B. ie 
Dixon, G F. 
* Dorman, A. G. 
Drakes, B. H. 
Duigan, J.» R.A.S.C. 
Easton, 
Ewing, A. H. 


Ferrand, S. H., ean 


(K.R. R.C. ). 

Foster, A. 

Foster, C. W. 

Frank, R. A. 

Gale, L. .. ie 
*Gattrell, R. H. . 
Geraghty, T. 

Godson, F. P. 

Green, W. C... 

Greenslade, WwW. E. 

Grvlls, T. R. 

Hadrill, C1. 

Haigh, E. 

Hall, W. H. “is at 
eHamm, W.G. .. as 

Harris, C. E.R... 
el! arrison, J., v.c. 

Herring, T. L. .. ed 

Hewson, R.C. .. ae 


Rank. 


— 


Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
C.S.M. 
2/Licut. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 


2/Lieut. 


Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. & 
Qr.-Mr. 

Capt. 

Lieut. 

Capt. 

Licut. 

Lieut. 
R.S.M. 

Capt. 

Capt. 

Capt. 

Lieut. 

Licut. 

Capt. 

Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 

leut. 


2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
2;Lieut. 


Capt. 
Capt. 
Licut. 
R.S.M. 


2/Lieut. 


.S.M. 
Capt. 


2/Lieut. 
2;Lieut. 
2jLieut. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 


2/Lieut. 


.S.M. 


2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Licut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
2/Licut. 
2‘Lieut. 
Lieut. 


2/Licut. 


2/Lieut. 

2;Lieut. 

2/Lieut. 
Capt. 


Regtl. 
No. Name. 
M.C.—continued. 
—_— Hill, L. E. ng £4 
— Hirst, H. a a 
— Hobby, H.S... ms 
12/512 Holtby, E. a bse 
— Hopkin, D. ; se 
— Hopkins, R. S., D.S.0. .. 
—_ Horsley, W. P. .. 
— Howard, S. W. .. 3 
— *Huntniss, C. J. .. cs 
_ *Hutchinson, B. .. ‘ 
a Hutton Scott, W. 
_ Huxley, E. 
_— *Ince, W hittington, R. P. 
— Irvine, C. C. ene 
Jackson, H. B. .. : 
_ * Jackson, H. D. ce 
—_ *Jagger,C. F... i 
— Jenkin, V. H. 
— ‘Jolly, A. F. 
_— Jones Lloyd, ae E. ; 
5748 Keech, J. H. ave 
—_— Kendall, G.V. .. se 
_ Killick, A. H., D.s.o. .. 
—_ Koplick, G. W. .. : 
—— *Krog, E. J. 
—_ Kyle, J. 
— *Lafontaine, Cart ‘de 
— A. E.C. 
— Lambert, G. F. .. 
— Lambert, P. J. . 
— Larter, A. S. 6 
— Laverack, H. S. 
— Layton, D. H. .. 
— Local, J. - es 
_ Lonestaff, R... i 
—_ Mair, J.A.F. .. , 
5033 Martin, R. T. .. 
= Marshall, N. 
4827 Mason, Vv. oe M. B. 
_ (R.A.M. C.) 


* 


eo 
io} 

a ea 
e 


McCallum, D. 
*McDermott, | omer 

Middlebrook, L. G. 

Middlemiss, K. .. 

Miller, J 

Mogan, J. P. 


eM W.O. .. 

Moore ‘ 
Naylor, W.E. W. 

Newcombe, R. T. (Chap- 
lain 4th C1. ) 

Nicholls, H. W. (N. ee 

Nicholson, E. C. 


Nicholson, R. R. “s 
Oake, C. J. oa . 


Oughtred, J. A. 

Parrish, E. K. .. 

Pearce, E. M., p.c.m. 

Pearson, B. L., p.s.o. 

Pipe, E. F. : 

Piper, C. H. 

Raine, R. T. (R-AM.C) 

Ramsden, W. H.C. 
*Reeve, EL WoL. 

Renwick, W. L. 


Killed in action. 


Rank. 


2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
C.S.M. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 


Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 

Capt. 

Lieut. 
2, Lieut. 

Capt. 

Capt. 
2/Lieut. 

Capt. 

Capt. 


Capt. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 

Lieut. 

Capt. 

Lieut. & 
Qr. Mr. 
2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 

Capt. 

Capt. 


2; Lieut. 

2‘Lieut. 

2/Lieut. 
Capt. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 


2/Lieut. 

2/Licut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 

2/Liecut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 


we 
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List or ReEwarps—Barti sH—continued. 


Richards, H. (Chaplain, 
4th Cl. ) 

Ridley, O. G. 

Roberts, H. (W. Y. Regt.) 
* Robertson, H. H. 
Robinson, E. B. 
Ruthven, ss; a 
*Salter, G. C. T. 


Sandilands, D. . D.C.M. 
Scotcher, W. G. 
Seed, H. N. 


Shakesby, H... 
Sharp, B. M. R.. 
Shaw, A. G. aN 
Shaw, «3: 
Shaw, P. 
Silk, G. W. 
Slack, C. M. P 
Smallwood, G. R. 
Smith, A. ron D. 
Smith, Cc. op 
Smith, Ss. ‘ 
Southern, T. Ww. 
Spencer, A. 
Stephenson, A. ren 
Stephenson, M. B. , D.S.0. 
Stewart, R. es 
Stubbins, H. : 
Tennuci, A. 
Thackray, A. J. 
Thirsk, K. A. ; 
Thomas, G.V. :. 
Thomas, W. E., D.s.o. 
Thompson, P. C. 
Thorns, oe 
Temple, S. ; 
*Tonkin, F. C., D.S.0. 
*Traill, C. B. : 
Trigg, G. 
Trimble, J. B. O., , D.S.0. 
Tucker, G. W. 
Tyndall, E. D. “(Chap- 
Jain, 4th Cl.) 
Varey, H. S., 
(Yorks R.) 
Varley, O., D.s.o. 
Walker, F. 
Wallace, C.-Ce, MM. 
Walmsley, | ee 
Watkins, W. H. E. 
Webster, K., mum. 
Wellington, J. H. 


D.C.M. 


White, A. 

White, W. T., D.S.0. fa 
Whitelock, j. ‘ a 
*Wigfall, W. E. Cc. 


Wilkins, B. J. 

Williains, E. L, 

Williams, H. F. 

Williamson, J. L. D. 

Willis, G. 

Wilson, A. 

Wilson, D. 

Wilson, J. B., D. cM. 

Wood, B. 

Wylie, J. M. BL 
(R.A.M.C.) 

Wright, G. Aw .. 


Capt. 
Capt. 


Capt. 


2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 


Capt. 
Capt. 
Lieut. 
C.S.M. 


2/Lieut. 


Capt. 


2/Lieut. 


Capt. 
Capt. 


2/Lieut. 


ieut. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Lieut. 


2/Lieut. 


Capt. 
Capt. 
Lieut. 


2/Lieut. 


Capt. 


2 ee ce 
.S.M. 

2/Lieut. 

2/Lieut. 


Capt. 


2jLieut. 


Capt. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 


2/Lieut. 
2/Lie ut. 


Capt. 


2/Lieut. 


Capt. 


2/Lieut. 


Capt. 


2/Lieut. 


Capt. 


2/Lieut. 
2/Licut. 


ieut. 


2/Licut. 
2/Lieut. 
2,Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 


Licat: 
2/Lieut. 
icut. 
2/Lieut. 
ieut. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Licut. 
Licut. 
C.S.M. 
2/Lieut. 
Capt. 


Capt. 


13/1085 


o 
lis 


No. Name. 


M.C.—continued. 

— Yorke, H. E. P. 

—_ (R. A. M.C.) 
Yorke, L. J. 


Ist Bar to M.C, 


Herring, T. C. ie C. 
Irvine, C. E., 
(R. A. M.C. y 
*McDermott, E., m.c.. 
Montgomery, W. O., M.c. 
O’Reilly, P. J., m. C. 
(R.A.M. C.) 
Raine, R. T. M.C. 
(R. A. M. C.) 
Slack, C. M., mc. se 
E. D., M.c. 


) 
Wellington, J. H., m.c.. 


A. F K On 
Totonmley, N. E. 
R dg 


ose, 
Watcon, D. 


heel hae ew 4 
2 
Z”) 


~ 
Ww 
— 
la 
we 
© 


Brevet Promotions. 
Anderson, D. F., c.m.c., 
D.S.O. 
Bailey, W. . 
Berthon, C. P., O.B.E. ‘ 
Blake, W. A. (Wilts 


Bray, E. A., 0.B.E., M.C... 
Dromey, C. E. .. 


PETE P Edd dba 


Ferrand, S. H., 
M.C. (K. R.R.C. ) 
Harvey, F. H., C.M.G., 
D.S.O. 
Mair, J. A. F., M.c. ‘ 
Plimpton, K. A., D.s.o... 
*Stow, M. B. 7 R 
Ww elsford, G. H.. 
Wilkinson, W. so D.S. O. 
(K.O.S. B. 
Young, W. 


Bios 


., D.S.O. 


D.C.M. 
Adair, D. aa 
Aket, G. A. 
Allen, C. E. 
Aspinall, W. 
Atkinson, W. 
Bailey, W. 

297 Ball, C, 

Banks, J. W., M. M. 
Barclay, W. H. 
Barnby, W. Me ds 
— Beatson, J. W. .. 


eh dha tale | 


* Killed in action. 


Rank. 


Capt. 
Capt 


Capt. 
Lieut. 
Capt. 


2/Lieut. 


Capt. 


2/Lieut. 
2/Lieut. 


Capt. 
Capt. 


Capt. 
Capt. 


Capt. 


Lieut. 


2/Lieut. 


Capt. 


Brevet. 
Major 
Major 


Lt.-Col. 


Lt.-Col. 
Major 
Major 
Major 

Lt.-Col. 
Major 
Major 


Major 
Major 


Lt.-Col. 
Lt.-Col. 


Rank. 


Sergt. 
Corpl. 


465 


Regtl. 
No. 


— 


| 


— 
— 
— 


Former 
Rank, 


Capt. 


Capt. 
Major 
Major 


Capt. 
Capt. 
and 
Qr. Mr. 
Capt. 


Major 


Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
_ Major 


Major 


Regtl. 
No. 


—— 


3/7190 
12/510 
220016 
13/310 
9948 
13/15 
29031 
21588 
2443 
200340 
3/3778 
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Appendix II, 


List oF REwarps—BritisH—continued. 


Name. 


D.C.M.—continued. 


Bell, A. V. 
Benson, H. S. 
Biggs, A. L. 
Birchall, C. H. 
Blackinan, E. .. 
Bone, W. A., M.M. 
Bosomworth, G. 
Brownlow, C. .. 
Burton, J. D. 
Butler, W., M.M 
Campbell, W. 
Carney, J. 

Carr, P. P. 

*Carr, P., MM... 
Cawthorne, T. C. 
Chadwick, C... 
Cheek, W. si 
Clayton, J. W. .. 
Cobb, W. ae 
Collins, E. 
Collinson, C. 
Cotton, G. 

Cox, A. .. a 
Crawshaw, J. W. 
Denton, J. W. 


*Desborough, G., ™ M. 


Dewson, H. 
Drew, E, Jeo MM. 
*Drewery, A He a. 
Dyal, G. es 
Edliceton., S: 
*Ellis, A... 
Fairfield, B. 
Farey, T. wi 
Field, J., M.M. .. 
Fletcher, W. ; 
Fortes, W. 
Foster, H. 
Foster, R. H. 
Freeman, P. as 
Frost, A. H. tis 
*Frost, C. G. 
Gibbons, J. T. 
Gillam, }: H. 
*Gleadhill, W., M. M. 
Graham, ‘J. . 
Green, Gs 


Hulton, J. 
Hoggarth, H. 
Hullah, E. 
Humphreys, T; J. 
Jackson, T. 
Jameson, H. 
Jenkins, E. H. .. 
Jewitt, J.T.  .. 
Johnson, W... 
Kennedy, J. 
Lawson, J. W. 


Sergt. 
L/Corpl. 


L/Corpl. 
L/Corpl. 


Sergt. 
Pte. 
Sergt. 
C.S.M, 
C.S.M. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Sergt. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Corp]. 
Corpl. 
C.S.M. 
Sergt. 
R.S.M. 
Sergt. 
Sergt. 
Pte. 
Corpl. 
Sergt. 
Corp. 


L/Corpl. 


. C.O.MS. 
L‘/Corpl. 


Pte. 
Pte. 


L/Corpl. 


Sergt. 
Pte. 
Pte. 

Sergt. 

Sergt. 

C.S.M. 
Pte. 

Sergt. 

Sergt. 

Sergt. 

Sergt. 
Pte. 
Pte. 

Sergt. 

Sergt. 


Regtl. 
No. 


12/1071 
8249 
28911 
11620 
gtr 
12/888 
29539 
3330 
9694 
50053 
1549 
5083 
419 
11977 
8069 
18054 
9395 
11/293 
7439 
15577 
10/251 
13/690 
7517 
17319 
26625 
6425 
12/288 
9382 
15018 
8976 
10/721 
42585 
13/1408 
11/989 
Q217 
13/997 
7O51 
13/562 
14474 
12/28 
9577 
12723 
12648 
9317 
12608 
7127 
9027 
21924 
5404 
8586 
11/1456 
18093 
3/68 32 
9766 
220706 
20501I 
17458 
34357 
18223 
200007 
41761 
59°97 
11680 
9367 
8773 
16578 
8247 
3/6989 


28820 


Name. 


D.C. M.—continued. 
Lucas, E. 
Marritt, E. 
Metcalfe, J. 
Morris, G. S. 
Morrod, J. 
Nicholay, W. F. 
Nolan, J. es 
Nowell, L. sie 
Nutbrown, R. 
Offen, H. 

Oliver, R. 

Pearce, R. 
Pittaway, Cc. EL 
Porter, B. P. 
Radcliffe, T. ‘ 
Randerson, T. .. 
Rowley, H. ae 
Russell, S. 2 
Sandilands, D., m.c. 
Saunderson, T. E. 
Sawyers, T. 


Shepherdson, R. "M. 
Singleton, W., M.M. 
Smith, G. < 
Smith, 2 aps és 
Spa ffor A. se 
Spanton, F, oe 
Street, C. 3 
Thomas, E. 
Thompson, C. F. 
Thompson, E. M. 
Thynne, E. it 
Turner, J. W. 
Underwood, H. 
Utton, A. 

Varey, P. C. 
Vollans, C. H. 
Vyse, G. 

Walters, A. 


Wheatley, WwW. K., MM. . 


White, J. E. 
White, R. 
Whitfield, H. 
Whittington, G... 
Willis, F. : 


Woodroffe, C. ee 
Wright, F. es 


ist Bar to D.C.M. 


Carney, T. P., D.c.m. 
Grieve, P., D.C.M. 
Hackitt, J., p.c.m. 
Thomas, E., D.c.M. 


M.M. 

Aarons, J. ve 
Adair, W. is 
Adamson, J. Lig 
Abba, A. C. oa 
Alcock, A. B... 
Allison, J. E.  .. 


* Killed in action; 


° 


9277 
Ir 7d5 
8242 
8555 
11/497 
S430 


81/1207 
10/317 
6427 
10/1134 
200105 
8373 
12.299 
8653 
10, 47 
9444 
$0634 
11/812 
3/5555 
50024 
S13 
8334 
2614 
10/742 
200142 
12/249 
36037 
269 34 
9303 
220692 
51390 
10/765 
13/297 
3645 
35% 
8286 
3747 
11/707 
8041 
15383 


5748 
5404 
11/1456 
9444 


11/832 
3/6902 
17555 
10'697 
50971 
11/802 


————— 


Appendix II. 467 


OF Rewarps—-B RITISH—continyed. 


Regtl. Regtl. 
Rank. oO. Name. Rank. No. 
M.M.—continued 
Corpl. 13742 Brook, S. ee a Pte 41301 
Pte. 16096 Brown, A. aa “3s Pte 29225 
Corpl. 13/306 Brown, J. R sits -- Sergt 13/1063 
L/Corpl. 11/562 rown, J: WwW... -» Sergt. 10/736 
L/Sergt. 50712 rown, S. re ; Pte. 28091 
Pte. 33399 Brown, W. “ hea Pte 31487 
Pte. 18449 tumby, B. ake -» L/Corpl 10/691 
Sergt. 12329 ryers, C ee se Pte 205554 
Pte. 200346 Buckerfield, R. .. -» Sergt 200265 
C.S.M. 3/7797 man, A. we 5 Pte 13276 
L/Sergt 13210 Bulmer, ee -- Sergt 4297 
* Pte, 201560 Burgess, F, A as Pte 3/6145 
Corpl. 22510 Bushell, H fe - t 28239 
Sergt. 9488 Butler, W., p.c.. Sergt. 50652 
Pte. 27576 aborn, F. es L/Corpl. 11/246 
Pte, 12/1024 canrey, M. : ergt. 203098 
Pte, 58720 tT, P., D.c.m -  Sergt. 11977 
Corpl. 1305 Carter, H. - _ Sergt 15362 
Pte, 11/538 Cathercole, J L/Corpl. 10107 
Pte. 3/6058 Challans, F.B, _ : . Pte 13/50 
Corpl. 10/102 Charlesworth, A. Sergt 10/1207 
Sergt. 10/656 apman, G. H Sergt 3/7034 
Corpl, 12/1485 *Chapman, H. : Pte. II/rt0g§ 
Pte. 21588 Chapman, Pp. . Sergt. 359 
Pte. 13/988 Chatterton, H. Pte. 13/950 
Sergt. 11682 ester, A. ‘ «- Sergt. 12/453 
Pte. 3/6003 rk, A. ; Sergt. 2190 
Pte. 1908 Clark, H. is Corpl. 13/682 
Sergt. 9 Clark, R. B ag : 16558 
Pte. 16258 larke, C. #8 Corpl. 10/188 
Pte. 12240 Clarkson ss Pte. 11/1402 
L/Corpl. 13/276 Clipson, F ee +» L/Corpl. 10/464 
Pte. 11/26 Clitheroe, H, ‘; oe © : 14465 
Pte. 51348 Clucas,A.H, . ; sie Pte. 8975 
Sergt. 21690 Coatsworth, A. .. >» L/Corpl. 13307 
Pte. 508, Collinson, E. - : a Pte. 12/830 
Pte. 13/1308 Connah, A. R, . ‘ ss Pte. 202995 
Corpl. 1004 Connor, J. ie a Pte. 10399 
Pte. 3149 Cook, W. a +»  Corpl. 42578 
Pte. 16783 Cooper, E. a -- Sergt. 3/6869 
Pte. 29029 Cotton, A.A, | : ie Pte. 12/3264 
Pte. 23651 *Cowell, R. ins -»  Sergt. 30922 
Pte. 13/498 Cowick, W. os sy Pte. 3/7690 
Pte. 36747 Cox, J. ., wa +> — Sergt. 13996 
Pte. 1622 Crawshaw, F, ._. +» L/Corpl. 16276 
Sergt. 10/986 Cressey, R. te S45 ergt. 11/359 
Pte. 203145 Crooks, J.H. |: -»  Corpl. 10/992 
Pte. II§x5 Croser,T. W, |: es Pte. 16234 
Corpl. 3/5724 Cunliffe, W. w ae Pte. 36326 
te. 200689 Curry, J. a -- Sergt. 6195 
Sergt. 817 Dale, H. .. os -- C.S.M. 7458 
Pte. 11/1229 Dalton, B. ~ +.  Sergt. 13/1016 
Sergt. 10/735 Damms, G. H. .: -- Sergt. 52966 
Sergt. 10/913 Davie, F. oe *» _Corpl. 10/296 
Sergt. 17222 Davies, A.E, | " -- L/Sergt. 19639 
Sergt. 11/128 Davis, F, ae iis ergt. 6630 
Sergt. 12/888 Dawson, G. a -»  Corpl. 11/129 
C.S.M. 21742 Dawson, W. _ sa Pte. 10/1014 
L/Corpl. 204240 Deakin, A. W. V. az Pte. 33035 
rgt. 8543 Dearing, C.L. | >.  Corpl. 11/805 
Pte. 1577 Deary, J.A. .| +» Corpl 11/947 
Pte. 11950 Deer, M. M. “a -» Corpl. 29396 
Pte. 2517 *Desborough, G., D.c.m. Sergt. 6425 
L/Corpl. 22668 Devereux, E. ’, -- — Sergt. 35495 
gt. 9055 Dipple, T. W. |: ae sa 10168 
L/Sergt. 52226 ixon, J. ane . rpl. 10/246 
orpl. 18642 Dobbs, E. ne -« L/Corpl. 11/491 
rgt 13/48 Dobbs, J.A. |" re Pte. 10/507 
te 49779 Dobson, W. ee be Pte. 29043 


* Killed in action. 
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Appendix I. 


List or Rewarps—Britisu—continued. 


Name. 


M.M.—continued. 
Donnolly, J. P. .. . 
Dove, G. A. ne 
Douglas, H. ag 
Dover, H. ; 
Downe, J. W. 

*Downs, G. 
Drew, E. J., D.c. Me. 
Driver, J. i 
Dunn, ¥ 
Early, W. <s 
Edwards, W. A... 
Eland, W. H. 
Ellerington, S. 
Ellis, A. .. <e 
Ellis, J. < 
Elston, J. L. 
England, A. 
English, E. H. 
Escreet, F. H. 


Evans, J. : x 
Fagg, J. .. ek oe 
Fairbairn, J. 

Fairey, A. 


Fairhead, F. S. 


*Fenwick, W. eg - : 


Ferguson, D. 


Flatow, F. Ww. 
Fletcher, B. 
Fletcher, W. 
Foster, F. 

Foster, G. 

Foster, G. W. 
Foster, T. ae 
Fothergill, W. A. 
Fowler, J. 
Frankland, T. 
Freer, E. <* 
Frost, G. C. 
Tussey, L. 

Galey, L... 
Gallagher, P. 


pace WwW. a . 


Gayler, C. W. 
Ge ar, A. . 
Gemmell, N. L. 
Gill, k. .. 
Gillings, A. 
®Gleadhill, W. 
Godman, W. 
Goodens, A. 
Goodman, j. 
Gorman, E. W. 
*Gould, E. 
Graham, J. C. 
Grasby, L. 
Grasby, O. 
Gray, R 
Graystone, H. 
Groans, A. 
Greig, J. 
Griffin, M. 
Griffin, T. 
Griggs, R. W. 


» D.C.M. 


Jive, ae 
Firby, W.W. 0... 


Grundell, J. Wea 


Rank. 


Corpl. 


5 ae 


Pte, 
Sergt. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Pte. 
Sergt. 
Pte. 
Pte. 


L/Corpl. 


ergt. 


L/Corpl. 


‘rgt. 
Pte. 
Corpl. 


Regt). 
No. 


17469 
220465 
7743 
10/290 
11/792 
11/715 
9382 
18905 
11/891 
28180 
11/923 
29505 
1329 
16494 
10/243 
11/146 
11/366 
13/772 
30984 
10535 
6638 
2955! 
8108 
202961 
3, 5306 
29388 
9217 
19832 
13/1269 
10/445 
13/956 
41725 
41882 
200289 
39990 
13/957 
668 
18434 
30411 
3/6921 
14982 
T2151 
37879 
11/994 
10308 
3/7319 
205726 
9125 
9475 
36356 
36692 
220257 
12608 
12740 
200362 
10/437 
20572 
1r/rr64 
16595 
200825 
30871 
19286 
10/633 
15653 
29398 
3/6367 
7898 
8586 
8692 


Name. Rank 
M .M.—continued. 
Guest, T. F. ..  Sergt. 
Hackitt, J., D.c. M. ce Pte. 
Hadfield, E. a .. L/Corpl 
*Hall, B. .. oe aig Pte. 
Hall, W. ée ..  Sergt. 
, Hall, W. H. ” & Pte. 
Hallam, J. ..  Sergt. 
Hammond, F. P. ey Pte. 
Hanson, F. ; <e Pte. 
Hanson, J. Sergt. 
Hanson, W. Sergt. 
Haran, J. Corpl. 
Hardy, A. Corpl. 


Hardy, W.C... i Pte. 
Harrison, A. oe ae Pte. 
Harrison, E. “2 48 : 
Harrison, E. B. $3 Pte. 
Harrison, F. is 
Haw kesworth, T. WwW, a Pte. 


Hawkins, F. V. a Pte. 
Haynes, F. -»  Corpl. 
Haywood, R. A. -.  Corpl. 
Heath, J. ‘ ace Pte. 
Heppenstall, H. oe Pte. 


Heritage, S. a oe Pte. 


*Hermann, C. .. --  Corpl. 
Hermann, F. E... ss Sergt. 
Hewick, W. H. .. -.  Corpl. 
Hewitt, A. E... .-  Corpl 
Highton, C. a5 ..  Sergt 
Hill, A... aa ..  Corpl 
Hill, H. .. ie 23 Pte. 
Hill, W. .. os ea Pte. 
Hodge, G. Sergt 


Holland, H. bs Ss Pte. 
Hollows, R. bse aie 
Hopkinson, J. .. a Pte. 
Howlett, J. 

Hull, H. E. as 
Humphrey, H. .. aes 
Humphrey, J. .. ae Pte. 


Hurd, W. a ..  Corpl. 
Hurford, A. og oy Sergt 
Hurrell, HOW... is Pte. 
Hutchby, J. Ww. sh Pte. 
Hutchings, H. G. ar Pte. 
Hutton, J ‘ .-  Corpl 
Irving, E. sic <a Pte. 


Jackson, J.T. .. ng Pte. 
Jackson, T. W. .. ie Pte. 


Jackson, W. S. Corpl. 
*Jarvis, L. - .. L/Corpl 
Jefferson, A. P. pe Pte. 
Jefferson, T. W. oe Pte. 
Jeffery, G. A. L/Corp] 


Johnson, F. - : : Pte. 


Johnson, G. W. L/Corpl 
Johnson, J L/Corpl 
Jordan, F Sergt 
Keable, J. W. Corp! 
Keathley, A. Sergt 
Kelly, F. beg . Sergt 
Kelly, J. wh we Pte. 
Kemp, R. P... se Pte. 
Kennedy, J. ise 08 Pte. 
Kenyon, F. A. .. we Pte. 
Kerry, J. W... iss Pte. 
Kershaw, A. ae oe Pte. 
King, D. ou a Pte. 


* Killed in action. 


Regtl. 
No. 


¥2i721 
11/1450 
6363 
7474 
10/847 
23691 
13/1092 
34779 
14322 
12149 
36349 
12/603 


8313 
10/1Igt 
13928 
220623 
11/136 
9097 
11347 
16485 
10256 
11/1348 
28909 
1r/249 
14900 
29286 
31518 
41769 
12, 305 
25975 
12260 


Appendix ITI, 


List or Rewarps—BritisHo—continued. 


Name. 


M.M.— continued. 


Lawrence, M... 
Lawrence, W. V. 
Lawson, R. ‘ 


Lay, F. 

*Lazenby, W. A... 
Leathley, N. os 
Ledger, M. ie 
Ledrau, G. E. 


Longden, G. 
Longden, J. A. 


Longbottom, E.. : 


Lowden, R. 
Lowe, A. 
*Lowen, G. E. 
Lower, C. E. 
Lowson, C. H. 
Luke, T. 
Lusher, S. 
Lydon, M. 


Lynch, J. a 


Manning, S. 
March, E. 
Marsden, E. 
Marsh, W. 
Marshall, C. J. 
Marshall, R. 
Massey, C. 
Mates, W. 
Mathieson, H. 


Maughan, T. : 


Maxwell, G. 


McAndrew, W. : : 


McCullock, J. 
McIndoe, J. 
McIntyre, J. 
McKay, A. J. 
McManus, M. 
McNamara, J. 
McNeill, J. be 
Meaburn, J. G. .. 
Mercer, E. 
Moore, W. 

Moses, J... 
Mowforth, E. 
Mill, W. 

Miller, A. 
Mitchell, M. 
Mullis, W. 
Mumby, D. 
Murphy, R. S. 
Murphy, T. 

Nash, A. W. 
Neal, S. .. 
Nettleton, H.  .. 
Newlove, J. A. .. 


ee 


Rank. 


Pte. 
Pte. 


L/CorpI. 


Corpl. 


L./Corpl. 
L'Corpl. 


Pte. 
Pte. 


C.O.M.S. 


Pte. 
Pte. 


C.Q.M.S. 


Pte. 
Pte. 
Sergt. 
Sergt. 
Pte. 


10/495 
11/928 
3/6845 
29793 
50379 
16923 
14060 
10130 
220613 
50638 
28738 
3'6874 
10849 
11/379 
29526 
3/7645 
3U5T5 
30025 
201402 
2235 
17647 
10/1185 
8894 
30181 


6914 


21366 
201746 


Name. 


M.M.—continued. 


Newton, J. A. 
Nevlon, B. 


Nicholson, A. E. ; 


Nicholson, C. 
Nix, C. J. 
Noble, A. G. 
Noble, W. H. 
Norfolk, H. 
Norman, T. E. 
Nunns, E, A. 
Oakes, G, 
Oliver, J. E. 
Orrell, E. 
Ottewell, T. 
Owen, J 


Palfreman, G. 
Palmer, R. 
Park, C. P. 
Parker, C. 
Parker, F. J. 
Parkin, A. 
Parks, H. G. 


Pinder, G. 
Pippett, J. G. 
Plant, J. 
Pool, W. 
Porter, E 
Potts, E. 
Pottage, G. E. 
Poulton, T. 
Powell, J. 
Proctor, A. 
Purr, A. J. 
Pye, A. G. 
Pyne, J. H. 
Quayle, L. 
Quinn, F. W. 
Rageectt, A. L. 
Randall, T. 
Raspin, W. 
Rathbone, F, 
Rawling, H. 
Redfern, W. 


Redhead, T. E. ... 


Redpath, J. 
Revell, J. 


Reynolds, C. C. 2 


Rhodes, W. 
Rice, J. 
Richardson, T. 
Robinson, E. 
Robinson, 5 
Robinson, 
Robinson, W. 
Robson, E. M. 
Rockett, F. 
Rogers, W. 
Rollin, J. W. 
Roo, J. W. 
Rosindale, R. 
Round, S. 
Roustoby, J. Ww. 


* Killed in action. 
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List oF REwarps—BritisH—continued. 


Name. 


M.M. pondnued: 
Rudd, J. E. 
Rudd, W. 

Rust, G: Pp; 
Rutledge, W. 
Rve, V. .. 
Sanderson, R. D. 
Sands, A. . 
Santhouse, B. 
Saunderson, Ay 
Schottlander, S.. 
Scott, E. 

*Scott, H.. 

Scott, H... 
Seacombe, J. 
Searcey, A. E. 


Seeley, J. 
Sellers, H. 


Sellers, 
Sellers, LW. 


Senior, A 


eae ea W. C.. 
Shapero, L. 
Sharpe, F. L. 
Shaw, E... wife 
Shawyer, T. A. 
Shephard, J. C. 
Sheppard, D. 
Shields, J. W. 
Shingleton, I. 
Short, H. 

Siddell, J. F. 
Simmons, H. 
Simpkins, C. 
Simpson, J. E. .. 
Simpson, R. 


Singleton, W., D.C.M. 


Sizer, F. .. ae 
Skeavington, A... 


Smith, A. 
Smith, C. 


Smith, G. A. 
Smith, G. D. 
Smith, J. 
Smith, J. A. 
Smith, H. 
Smith, H. W. 
Smith, S. E. 
Smith, W. 
Smith, W. 
Smith, W. H. 
Smith, W. H. 
Snell, W... 
Sonley, G. E. 
Spencely, R. 
Spencer, A. 
Squires, N. 
Stainford, A. 
Stanley, A. 
Starkey, T. H. 
Stather, J. N. 

. Stein, W. 
Stevens, H. : 
Stevenson, J. H. 
Stockdale, E. 
Stokoe, P. a 
Stonehouse, S. .. 
Stout, J. ee 
Street, J. 
Strefford, J. A. 


Rank. 


Sergt. 
Sergt. 
Scrgt. 
Pte. 
Sergt. 
Pte. 


Regtl. 
No. 


11/380 
13072 
11/422 
11/1358 
8398 
205435 
9698 
19820 
10362 
10/664 
15386 
2252 
$2153 
18592 
29346 
16387 
11/772 
3/6885 
24383 
205301 
36057 
10/1371 
11/393 
9358 
200092 
12/1327 
3/4537 
12/959 
13/579 
7415 
12205 
11448 
10;583 
10/361 
12173 
10/1134 
11/224 
409QIT2 
19009 
13/887 
10.063 
9869 
11879 
12/234 
51946 
13/246 
201259 
3140 
2214 
9814 
309114 
12341 
11/1426 
T4113 
220115 
30028 
11/803 
3/5897 
9532 
10/205 
8412 
3/5297 
16716 
§0621 
29617 
1752 
18506 


20450 


Tubbs, W. F. 


Name. Rank. 
M.M. = continued. 
Stringer, T. as Pte. 
Stutt, W. ; iar CSM 
Sutcliffe, KF, . se Pte 
Sutherland, Ss ss ee Pte. 
Sutton, G. ‘ os Sergt 
Sw atman, E. A -- Corpl 
Swift, J... ‘ os Pte. 
Tamar, J. : — Pte. 
*Tanfield, F. - .- LjCorpl 
Tanner, A. : see Pte. 
Taylor, J. : wae Pte. 
Taylor, P. P. ‘ -.  Sergt. 
Taylor, R. S. é .» L/Corpl 
Tebbutt, H. < Pte. 
Telford, ‘J. ie Pte. 
Temperton, T. EB. oa Pte. 
Temple, R.S. .. -. L/Corpl. 
Tennant, C. ae --  Sergt 
Terry, R. -. Corp. 
Thacker, C. H. ..  Corpl. 
Thomas, G. ee Pico 
Thompson, F.. ox «»  Corpl. 
Thompson, W. A. +  sergt. 
Thorpe, A. ‘ ee Pte. 
Throssell, H. ; ie Sergt. 
Tillerston, W. .. ms Pte. 
Tindall, H.O. .. : Corpl. 
Tinkler, J. G. ‘ ‘ Pte. 
Tiplady, F. A. .. ‘ Pte. 
odd, A. : 2 Sergt. 
Toman, J. : ie Pte. 
Toogood, cw. ae Pte. 
Towse, H. a : Corpl. 
Tripp, H. .. L/Corpl 
Trowell, B. L/Corpl 


Turner, F. G. - Pte. 


Turner, H.C... .. L;Corpl. 


Tyson, W. H. .. i Pte. 


Underwood, F. .. 2 Pte. 


Umpleby, J. Pte. 
Usher, R. G. Corpl. 
Verity, C. L;Corpl. 
Vickers, C. E Pte. 
Vyse, T. W. ee Pte. 
Waddingham, A. Sergt. 
Walker, B. R. .. Sergt. 
Walker, G. W. .. Corpl. 
Ww alker, H. : Pte. 
Walley, A ‘. L/Corpl 
Walsh, A . Pte. 
Walton, J 4 Sergt 
Ward, H.G ‘ L/Corpl 
Ward, J : Sergt 
Ward, J : L/Corpl 
Ward, R : Sergt. 
Ward, W a Sergt. 
Warren, F . Sergt. 
Watson, A Pte. 
Watson, W. Sergt. 
Weatherill, S. R.Q.M.S 
Webster, E. Sergt. 
Wellburn, P. Pte. 
West, W. Pte. 
W etherill, W. F. : Pte. 
Wheatley, W. K., D.c. Me L/Sergt 
Whisker, H. ae 
White, N. Corpl. 
White, T. Pte. 


® Killed in action. 


Reeth 
No. 


10'138 
6066 
36750 
17686 
7779 
200679 
30760 
S1504 
12176 
29749 
11/1452 
13074 
220213 
28017 
223029 
1470 
13,541 
41455 
10 135 
11/784 
13525 
1646 
10/342 
25345 
3/6933 
283 28 
9007 
17850 
200937 
14582 
51504 
11/56 
11038 
13/1307 
11/743 
42375 
13799 
202014 
17101 
30916 
58672 
12/1375 
13/267 
30241 
28080 
12142 
9431 
2527 
22§22r% 
36311 
10,1308 
17207 
28364 
29019 
10/1335 
10449 
41442 
12/95 
11/1054 
28463 
200019 
28905 
go2 
6348 
31024 
30087 
12'098 
6760 
30509 


Appendix I]. 


List oF REewarps—B RITISH—continued, 


Name. 
M.M.—continued, 
WVhitelow, E. 
Whiting, F. 
Whitton, F. 
Wilde, F. A. ise 
Wilkinson, C. W, 
Wilkinson, J. H. 
Wilkinson, J. W. 
Wilkinson, T, N. 
Willbond, E. G. 
Willerton, D. S... 
Willerton, G. W. 
Willey, T. Se 
Willingham, J. G. 
Wilson, G. RI. ; 
Wilson, J.W. .! 
Windus, A. W. os 
Winter, W. H. V. 
Wolfe, S... Po 
*Wollas, G. H. 
Woolford, A, 
Woollatt, P. 
Wordley, G. 
Wox, A. B. 
Wright, A. 
Wright, C. A. 
Wright, H. 
Wright, S. 
Wymer, C. W, 
“oung, J. 
Youngson, H. 


Ist Bar to M.M. 
Arksey, A. “ty 
Bolton, R. wid 
Bonas,C. W., : 
Broadhead, T. H. 
Chapman, H. .. 
Clark, A. 

Fairey, A. 

Gray, R. 

Hollows, R. 
Hurford, A, 
* Jarvis, L. 


McAndrew A 
McIntyre, J. 
McNeil!, J. 

Moore, W. 

Noble, W. H. 
Page, F. G. 
Redpath, J. 

Rust, G. P, 
Scarcey, A. E, 
Sheppard, D, 
Telford, J. 

Walker, B. R, 
Walley, A. 

Ward, H. G. 
Watson, W, ea 
Whitelow, E, . 


Regtl. 

Rank, No. 
Sergt 51242 
Corp] 18633 
L/Corp! 14827 
Corp] 250389 
Sergt 11/154 
Pte. 10/1038 
Pte 51504 
L/Corp! 3/5994 
es Pte 30481 
F Pte T1i/122r 
L/Corpl 11/730 
Pte. 28824 
Scrgt 200982 
Pte. 13/665 
Sergt 13/1416 
Pte. 25062 
Sergt 10/1262 
Pte. 30080 
Pte 12/1526 
ji Pte 37287 
< Sergt 7701 
Pte. 17419 
Sergt 9853 
Pte. 31573 
‘5 Ficorpl 18531 
. ergt. 9976 
ae C.S. M. 14364 
Pte 220464 
L/Corpl 16244 
Sergt 10/589 
-- Corp! 33399 
Sergt 17222 
Sergt 11/1289 
Sergt 13/48 
- Sergt 11/105 
Sergt 2190 
Q.M.S 8108 
: Corpl, 19286 
Pte. 18619 
Sergt 50884 
Pte, I0/IIgt 
Corpl 14900 
Sergt 11/720 
«+ L/Corpl 50635 
ee ergt 10849 
. Pte 31515 
Corpl 2235 
Corpl 11/493 
Sergt 10/603 
Corpl 16632 
Sergt 11/422 
Sergt 29346 
C.S.M 3/4537 
Pte. 223039 
Sergt 9431 
L‘Corpl. 360311 
Sergt 28364 
Sergt 28463 
Pre. 51242 


Name. Rank. 
Ist Bar to M.M.—continued. 
Willerton, G. Ww. «-  Corp!l. 
Wolfe, S... : , Pte. 
M.S.M, 
Armstrong,H. . C.Q.M.S. 
Atkinson, G, Corpl. 
Balls, E. C, Corpl. 
Beales, A. W, Sergt. 
Coggin, G. Sergt. 
Corker, W, ete C.S.M. 
Cowperthwaite, H. Sergt. 
(Labour Corps) 
Curchod, H. G. . Q.M.S 


Davis, W. a ‘on pp 


Dennis, A. J, C.Q.M.S, 
Denton, J. W. | : C.S.M. 
Fenwick, jJ.M... Sergt. 
Foster, P. ‘ C.S.M. 
Gotts, J. W. és -» —Sergt. 
Grindelle, A. H... «+» C.0.M.S. 
Hirst, H... = +» S.Q.M.S, 
Hornsey, F. W, .| R.S.M. 
Hurd, ‘he Lok: Bandmr. 


Illing,G.W. 7) °° R.S.M. 


Jackson, C. H. : -+  Sergt 
Jenvey, F, ra -- Sergt 
King, E. .. me -> Sergt 
Lamond, H. G, |! -- —Sergt 
Leach,C. RR. |! -- C.0.M.S. 
Lee, W. .., a 4 T(Corpl. 
Macdonald, R. .. Pe .S.M 
erewether, EF. R. ,. R.O.M.S, 
Orrall, H. ‘ce *- R.S.M, 
Mott, G. H. be ++  Corpl. 
Narburgh, E, A. -- C.S.M 
Nicholls, W. wa R.Q.M.S 
Nicholson, G. F, Corpl 
Orvis, W. J. Corp] 
Pickersgill, W Sergt 
Pudsey, D. A Corpl 
aine, J. G. Pte. 
Richmond, I; Sergt 
Rodway, W, jJ.. R.Q.M.S 
oscoe, F, R.S.M 
Rowberry, A. Q.M.S 
Slack, S. Sergt 
Smales, J. R, Corp! 
Smith, G, ae és Pte. 
Strickland, J. A. G.S... CSM 
Stringer, F, i -- R.S.M 
Swift, H... as --  Sergt 
Taylor, G. W. ee ss Pte. 
ompson, F, J. ie Sergt. 
Thompson, C. §. Corpl. 
atson, W., m.m. Sergt. 
Waudby, C. cae 
Weatherill, S, «+ QO.M.S, 
Williams, G. é «> C.Q.M.S 


Wrigglesworth, G: H. .. Pte. 


Wrigglesworth, L. M. Sergt 
Wright, J. RR... -»  Sergt 
Yates, R.H. . +.  Sergt 


* Killed in action. 
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TotraL oF REWARDS—BRITISH. 


; N.C.Os. 

Description. Officers. W.Os. and Men. Total. 
V.C. ie I _— 3 4 
C.B. eis I _ — z 
C.M.G ae 5 _— —_ 5 
C.B.E ee 2 = — 2 
O.B.E = 23 — _ 23 
M.B.E os 4 — _ 4 
D.S.O cs 37 — _ 37 
1st Bar to D.S.O ot 5 —_ _ 5 
2nd Bar to D.S.O - I —_ _ x 
M.C. .. = ee 32 1g! 9 _ 200 
1st Bar to N.C. a Se 12 — _ 12 
A.F.C. ee ee ee 3 : oes eed 3 
Brevet Promotions .. os 14 — — 14 
D.C.M. ee nie x -- 26 108 134 
rst Bar to D.C.M. .. ss _ | 2 2 4 
M ee — 10 578 - §88 

ee =, | I 30 31 


1st Bar to M.M. 
M.S.M. Sa 39 57 


Total 


_— —— _ e ee ae eee ee ee 


Appenpix III. 


List oF MENTIONS 


(The rank is given as stated in the London Garetle: 


IN DEsPATCHES. 


in the cace of more than one mention the 


highest rank is given, 


Regtl. Regt. 
Name. Rank. No. Name. Rank. No. 
Mentions in Despatches. Mentions in Despatches 
Adair, W. Pte. 3/6902 — continued. 
Anderson (4), D. F. ,C.M. G. Lt.-Col — *Cemery, A. F. Lt.-Col -- 
D.S.O. Chester, A. Sergt. 12/453 
Ames, C. Sergt 11606 Clark, H. Pte. 10/294 
Andrew, W. Gu: wg Pte. 10/830 Clarke (3), J. L. J C.M. C. Brig.-Gen. ~~ 
Appleton, W. Sergt So42 Clarkson, v é 2;Licut. —_ 
Armstrong, W. .. C.S.M 3'7797 Claxton, H. E. Licut. & _ 
Ashley, A. E. Corpl 13210 Qr. Mr. 
Baber, C. H. Licut -— Cleveland, A. M. Pte. 41557 
Bailey, W. Pte 10/280 Clifford, G. ac C.O.M.S. 6835 
Baillie, J. G. Capt — Cockin, M. S. Capt. — 
Baily, E. Sergt 13/27 Cockrill, R. J. 2/Lieut. a 
Barlow, C. C. L/Corpl 40703 Coles, D. F. P. ieut. — 
Barnard, E. ae .-»  Corpl. 23954 *Coles (2), J. H., D.s.o. Lt.-Col. 
Barrett, J. W. .. ea? AsCospl: 12045 Coman, A. E. Sergt. 12/318 
Bates, W. S. ea .. L/Sergt 22514 Constable Strickland, Colonel —_ 
Beecroft, a 2s Corpl. 10049 F.C. 
Bell, A. oe -.  Sergt. 24410 Cooper, E. Sergt. 3/6869 
Bennett, a : 4.  CSeME 5740 Cowper (3), M. G:; p.s.0. Lt.-Col — 
Berthon (2), C. P. .. Lt.-Col — Cox, C.S.M 7$17 
Billinghurst, A. J. .- Lieut. & —_— Cox, D. A. M.C.. Capt — 
Qr. Mr Cunningham, I’. G., 0.B.E. Lt.-Col. & — 
Blackburn (2), F. .. = Sergt. 11632 Qr. Mr 
Blackburn, FF... Licut. — Crabtree, F. C.S.M 12/17 
Brees (4) N. V., pD.s. 0. » Lt.-Col — Cressey, S. C.0O.M.S 10/1086 
Crick, "A. eg R) Lieut _— 
Bladen, G. W., MM. 2/Licut — Crookes, H.C. R.S.M 13/32 
Blake, W. ‘A.. p.s.o. Lt.-Col. — Crooks, J. H. Corpl 10/992 
(Wilts R.) Crow, W. R.Q.M.S 13180 
Bricknell, J. Q.M.S 2686 Davis, A. S. Pte 9806 
Bogle, B. W. .. Major — De Rinzy, Nob: Cc. M.C. Capt — 
Borthwick, L. C. Capt — Dew, L. G. Sergt 58062 
Bosworth (3), W. G. Capt. & — Dibb, R. K. Capt. _ 
QOr.-Mr Dobson, W. 2/Liecut. — 
Bowes, G. -. L/Sergt 13595 Dowse, H. C.Q.M.S. 26995 
Bradley, G. al Capt. — Driscoll, S. Pte. 9705 
Bray (4), E. A., M.c., Lt.-Col — Duck, S. T. Corpl. 201788 
O.B.E. Easton, C., M.c. Capt. — 
Pay. (2), J., D.s.o., Capt —_ Edwards, R. M. Lt.-Col. _ 
*Elvin, S. 4) Licut. _— 
Brooke, H. W. Lieut — Estridge (3), C. L., p.s.o. Lt.-Col. — 
Brown, E. K. Capt _— Ewing, A. H., M. C. Capt. _— 
Brown,G.F. .. Capt — Feather, H.S. .. ..  Sergt 36618 
Brown, H.R. S., Major — Fee, J... ine ie Sergt. 2005 34 
Brown, M., M.C. Capt --- Ferrand, S. H., p.s.0., Lt.-Col _ 

*Bryan, E Scrgt 3/7807 uc. (K.R.R.C. ‘ 

Buck, H. K. -» ~~ Lieut. — Fillis, W. R.S.M. 11/885 
Buckicy, H. P. S. .» 2/Lieut. — Flanagan, T. - Pte. 13/1375 
Bultitude (2), A. S. Lieut — Ford, St. Clair B. Lt.-Col — 
Burton, J.D. . L/Corpl. 9694 Foster, W. RR... Pte. 2283 
Butler, J. W. L/Corp! 677 Forty, J. E. H... Lt.-Col _ 
Caley, R. D. ieut. — Foster, C. Aa R.Q.M.S 77 
Calpin, A. Corpl 8865 Foster (2), P C.S.M. 9005 
Cameron, D. A. Pte. 26106 Franklyn, H. E. "(Yorks Major — 
Camplin, "J. C.S.M 11/607 Regt.) 

*Carr, P. P. C.S.M, 200039 Fratson, F. a .- 2/Lieut. _ 
Carruthers (6), F., O.B.E. Major ~ *Frost, A. H. Pe ..  Corpl. 9577 
Carticdge, F.. - Corpl. 14/202 Fulton (2), R. M. . Lieut. - 
Cattley, L. A., M. c. es Major — *Gatrell, R. J H., mc... 2/Lieut — 


* Killed in action. 


(2), (3), ete., 


denotes Number of Mentions. 


474 Appendix III, 


List oF Mentions tN Despa1cHEes—continued. 


*® Killed in action. 


(2), (3), etc., denotes Number of Mentions. 


Regtl. Regt. 
Name. Rank. No. Name. Rank. No. 
Mentions in Despatches Mentions in I Despatches 
—continued, —continued, 
Gibson, G. E. .. L/Corpl. 10/539 Jonve’t F. = -.  Sergt 13698 
Gill, T. .. ~ os Pte. 12285 ones, F. B wa -  Sergt 9292 
Ginn, S. .. ‘ Capt. — Johns, J. I. ‘ 2/Lieut — 
Glazier, A.C... »» C.S.M. 9334 Johnstone, W. Sergt 204424 
ood, A. ie .. Capt. —_ Kallend, E. 2/Lieut — 
Goodman, J... -- L/Corpl. 10/437 Keech, ey Vee Corp! 12462 
Gosling, J. H. .. ergt. 12/868 Keech, J. H., M.c. Lieut —_ 
Gosschalk, F. Lieut. — Kelly, F. Sergt 11/249 
Gotts, J. W. Sergt 7881 Kent, T. Sergt 3/7342 
Granger, H. H. R.Q.M.S 12/12 Kershaw, E. -.  Corpl. 12°754 
Green, C. S. Lieut — Kidger (2), J. H. . Lieut. and —- 
Grieve (2), P., D. c. M. R.S.M 5404 Qr. Mr. 
*Grummitt, H.C. ‘ 2/Licut. — King (2), G. E., p.s.o. .. Lt.-Col. — 
*Gryhs, : R., u.c. (Leics. Capt. _ Kino, A. R. , D.S.0. - Major —_ 
egt.) Kippax, J. F. Lieut. —_ 
Gurney (2), C. Me D.s.0. Lt.-Col. — Kitson, R. Sergt. 13191 
Guthnie, H. C. Capt. — Knight, H. ? 2/Lieut. — 
Hadlaw, S. J. Capt. — Knox (2), J. S., 0.B.E. Lt.-Col. — 
Haggard, H. Brig.-Gen. — Lafontaine, Cart de, Capt. — 
Hales, W.S. A Capt. _— A. E. C., M.c. (2) 
Hall, G. F. Lieut. — Land, W. H., v.p., C.B.E. Lt.-Col. —_ 
Hall, W. H Lieut. — Langthorpe, E. V. .. C.S.M. 352 
Hall, F. . Lieut. —_ Laverack, E... we Capt. 
Halse, E. A. Licut. — Law, N. W. ox .- Lieut. — 
Harrington, H. Corpl. 200662 Lawson, F. , ». RS.M. 35782 
Harrison, G. : ..  Sergt. 13/1115 LeBlancq, S. C.. .- Capt. — 
Harrison, N. S. Capt. — Lock, F. H. es e5 Major —_— 
Harvey (3), F. H., C.M.G., -» Lt.-Col. — Lott, T. B. ss .. L/Corpl. 12619 
D.S.O. Lovell, E. ‘is “ Sergt. 12/139 
Harwood, RR... .. Lieut. & —_ Mabane, W. 4 .- Lieut. — 
Qr.-Mr Mann, S. si so. ©.S.M: 3/6576 
Hawksworth, H. is Pte. 3/6944 Markham, J. A. se Capt: — 
Head, W. G. H... Major — Marshall, N., M.C. - Capt. — 
Headlam, T. A. Lt.-Col — Mason, C ..  Sergt. 7QIL 
Hewson, R.C., M.c... Major _ Mason (2), A. M. Ww. oe Capt. — 
Hext, A. C. (E. Rid. of — Lieut. _— Massey, S. -- C.S.M. 19378 
Yorks Yeo.) MacCallum, D., M. c. Capt. —_— 
Hibbard, S. R.Q.M.S 7502 McCarthy, A. ; Pte. 8568 
Hicks, P. M. fy Capt —_ *McIntosh, 19: S2s5 Corpl. rr'78r 
Hill, L. E., uc. Licut — Mellor, F. J. L/Corpl. 7335 
Hilton, J. 4% Sergt 18233 Middleton, W. .. Pte. 10,1430 
Holland, E. C.0.M.S 15896 Mieville (2), A. M. Lieut. —_ 
Holtby, E., M.C. Capt. — Milburn, R. os Sergt. §066r 
Hopkins (2), R. S., D.S. 0. ., Lt.-Col. — Miller, J., M.c. Capt. -- 
M.C, Miller, C. W. C.Q.M.S. r1'926 
Horne, J. ‘ ib Pte. 8649 Millward, J. Sergt. 18275 
Hornsey, F. Ww. . RSM 17677 Milns, J. P R.Q.M.S. 10, 607 
*Horrocks, J. Licut. & — Minter, F. T. Corpl. 7727 
Qr. Mr Mogan, J. P. Capt. = 
Howard, S. W., M.c. 2/Lieut —_ Mole, N.C. Sergt. 40183 
Hull, H. .. re Corpl 9380 Moore, C. H. Corpl. II512 
Huntriss, C. J. .. Lieut — * Moore, H. G. A. Lt.-Col. — 
Huxley (2), G. .. as Capt — Mooton, E. ; Corpl. 10/159 
Ingelby, C. J. Major — Morison, E., 0.8. E. Capt — 
Ingelby, M. W. Capt. —_ Moses, S. H. F Sergt. 10'927 
Inglefield (2), F. Su C.B., .» Maj.-Geu. — Mott, G. H. .. L/Corpl 9426 
D.S.O. Naylor, W.E. W., M.C... 2 Licut — 
Jameson (2), A. E. Major _ Newman, E. ‘ ..  Corpl. 200250 
Jameson, H. -- Sergt. 9367 *Nolan, J. Corpl. 8024 
Jameson, R. H. . Lieut — Oldershaw, J. T. Lieut. —_— 
Jarvis, J. Sergt 9274 Ottewell, T. J. os Pte. 8439 
Jarvis, J. E. 2/Licut — Park, G. W. A., D.S.0O. .. Capt. —_ 
Jeff, R. H., 0.5.8 fajor — Parks, H. J. e8 Sergt. 8624 
Jeffcott, B. . CSM 7143 Peart, J. H Sergt. 200649 
Jcflery, C. -» QMS. 5345 Petrie, H. Corpl. 13/737 
Jenkins, N. F. " (Border Lt.-Col. — Petty, J. D. 2/Lieut _— 
Regt.) Philip, O. Capt — 
Jennings, T. H... -. 2/Lieut. — Pickering, H. A. Sergt 840 
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List oF MENTIONS IN DesPpaTCHES—continued. 
Regtl. Regtl. 
Name. Rank. No. Name. Rank. No. 
PAentions in] Despatches Meations in Despatches 
—continue . —continued. 5 

Pickles, C. .. . C.Q.M.S 12312 Still, J . Lieut. _— 
Pierson, L. D -- Lieut. — Stow, M. B . Capt. _ 
Pinchon, R - CSM 10/419 Stringer, F. ek R.S.M. 8355 
Pinder, E. .  Sergt 201963 Stubbs, H. W. .. é Capt. _— 
Pipe, E. F., .c. Major — Sweetman, M. J., 0.B.£. Lt.-Col. — 
Plimpton (2), K.A., D.s. ‘0. Lt.-Col. _ Sykes, F. .. 2/Lieut. _ 

ie ear . T. A. Capt m Sykes, Sir Mark, Bt. Col. — 
owe 4625 ' oa; 

Prichard, H.C..) 1! Lt.-Col = tier | tae = 
Ptolomy, C. E. A. .« L{Corpl 7679 Taylor. 1. A. ; Pe Z 8335 

*Quibell, 5. B. ajor — Thicsk KoA a ee ik 
Peaence aT G . ea 200046 Thomas, G. V.,m.c. .. 2/Lieut — 

ern (2 . pt. _— : i 
Reveler, H. aa Pte. 10/140 aoe (2), W. E. »D.8.0., Major 
Riall (2), C. B. P. - Major — 
Rich son, A. J, peo: Lt.-Col. — Thomps Tc" Ms: 34 ie api stad 95 
Richardson. (2), F. K. .. Capt. —_ Thoroton. F. G. D. Major = 
Richardson, R. .. R.S.M. 58638 Till, T. : C.9.M.S 6837 
Richardson (2), W. B. Capt. Tindale, H. “a L/Corpl. 10/1402 

g (3), E. H., D.8.0. Major = Tipping, G. H. . gt. 8414 
Bike AS . Capt _ Tonkin (2), F. C., p.s.0., Capt. = 
Robinson, A. D. 2/Lieut Train jJ.w L/Ser, 

> J gt. 2063 

Roe A So on 10/379 Trimble, J. 'B. O., v.s.0., Lt.-Col. a 
Rollin, H. C ' Capt — = 
Roper, W. H ;: : Lieut — Turner, 4 E. Capt 17131 
Roscoe, F . R.S.M. 2747 Twiss, C. Cc H ae ae Lt.-Col ok 
Rout, R. H ae “8 Pte. 3/5968 Senay ms : 

Rowberry, A é M.S. 3/7350 Varley, O., D.S.0., M.C.. Capt — 
Rowley, H gt. 8410 Vickers, E.C .. Capt —_ 
Russell, F Pte. 1545 , . a 

Sanderson, A. T Lieut. Wailer bP ; fe ° = 
Saunders, H.C. R., p.s.o. Lt.-Col. -- Waite. C. W Major == 
Savory, A. K. M . Lt.-Col. = Walter, A ‘ : vei 2/Lieut. eas 

D.S.O. 

Sawyer, C. Q .. Capt. _ wae 7 (N. Stafis. R) oy? ay 
Scott, G. R - Capt. = Weatherill, E. .. C.Q.M.S. 200019 
poome all # - Sergt. = 11369 | Wellesley, C. G., 0.8.8... Lt.-Col = 
Searle, E -  Sergt. 22342 Weston % H. B. Major — 
Senior, F.G e Capt. — Westror H. ‘A. teu = 
Be ea a = Whitelock, J. > Het, 

Wigham, J.E Corp. 13898 
Shaw, J. -. Lt.-Col. — 
Singleton, W. . CSM. 34110 icc a7 we sh sl ae 
Slack, S. ..  Sergt 12017 Williams, i. F. Ca My 414 
Slack, T. a .. L/Corpl 10091 Willis (2), G Mc Cant fen 
Smallwood (2), G. R., Major ~~ Wilson, F ~C Pre ; 10/915 
M.C ’ . ; 
ith L/Corp! 7544 
Smith, F. Pte 3044! 
Smith (2), H., p.s.o. .. Capt — Wego, i L. M. CONS oo 
Smith, R. R.Q.M.S. 11/589 8 Wee 9 
Spence, G. W. .. Sergt. 12/483 Yeaman, S. L/Corpl. 2146 
Springhuall (3), me W., Lt.-Col. and — Young, P. 2/Lieut. —_ 
O.B.E., D.C.M. . Mr. Young, T. Pte. 8351 
Staines, H. P. ieut. — Young (3), W. H., D.S. oO. Lt.-Col. — 
Stapledon, C. Cc. Lt.-Col. _ 
Stather, A. J. Major — Diploma—Royal 
Stephenson, M. B., , D.3. 0, Capt. — Humane moet: 
Swift, H. os Pte. 3/6916 
* Killed in action. (2), (3), etc., denotes Number of Mentions. 
a 
Tota. or List or Mentions 1N DEsPATCHESs. 
Description. | Officers. | W.Os. | Bie pel | Total 
Mentions in Despatches... ‘ 245 | 34 | 138 | 397 


Aprrenpix IV. 


List or REwARps—ForEIGNn. 


(The ranks shown are those held at the time of award.) 


Name. Rank. 
BELGIUM. 
Order of Leopold 
—4th Class.’ 
Ferrand, S. H., p.s.o., Lt.-Col. 
m.c. (K.R.R.C.) 
Décoration pene: 
Varey, P. C. nS . L/Corpl. 
Croix-de-Guerre. 
Allen, J. W. ~ ee Pte. 
Anson, J. W., M.M. Sergt. 
Batty, W., MoM. Sergt. 
Bibby, J. W. | Sergt. 
Brown, S., M.M. nee Pte. 
Cox, J., M.M. Sergt 
Daniels, BicAs ax L/Corpl 
Dearing, E.L. .. -» Corp. 
Hall, W... - .. RSM. 
Highton, C. ‘ .  Sergt. 
Ives, F. S. = wc “RSM 
Jackson, A. , .- L/Sergt 
ordan, F., MoM. -.  Sergt. 
wis, J., MoM is Sergt 
McGlen, D. L/Corpl 
Peart, J. H. ergt 
enn, C. L Capt 
Rathbone, F Sergt 
Russell, S. Pte 
Sever, J. Lieut 
Stevenson, J. H Pte. 
Tindall, H. O Corpl 
Utton, A. R.S.M 
*Whittington Ince, R. P., Licut. 
Winter, W. H.V. Sergt. 
FRANCE. 
Légion d’Honneur. 
Anderson, D. F. (sth Major 


Class), C.M. G., D.S.0. 

Hallowes, H. J. 
Class) 

Harvey, F. H. (5th Class), 
C.M.G., D.S.O. 

Hopkins, R. S. (5th Class), Lt.-Col. 
D.S.0., M.C. 


Médaille eee: 


Downes, J. -. — Sergt. 
*“Gleadhill, W.,  D.CM., L/Corpl. 
Hollows, R., M.M. es Pte. 
Naylor, G. ae 7 Pte. 
Walsh, A. sé Sergt 

Médaille d’Honneur 
avec Glaives (en 
ent). 
Davison, T. a -. C.Q.M.S 
Landen, R. H. .. 23 te. 


Parker,G. P.... a Pte. 


(3rd Maj.-Gen. 
Lt.-Col. 


Regtl. 
No. 


2614 


10/478 
11/562 
21690 
12/90 
28091 
13996 
28179 
11/805 
10/847 
13/464 
10/970 
10/761 
10256 
10/1306 
14294 
200649 
9774 
13/380 


16716 
9007 
8334 


10/1262 


9626 
12608 


18619 
39207 
10/1308 


10/88 
Ir/iqrt 
10442 


Name. Rank 
FRANCE—continued. 
Médaille d’Honneur 

avec Glaives (en 
Bronze). 
Clarke,C. KE... att Pte. 
Darley, T. WW... a Pte. 
Simpson, F. os Pte. 
Wilkinson, T. No Corpl. 
Croix-de-Guerre. 
Beezley, F. Lieut. 
Betts, E., moar Pte. 
Blacker, N. V., v.s.o., Lt.-Col. 
M.C. 
Deary, J. A. Sergt. 
Dixon, J. E. Pte. 
Green, W. C., m.c. (S Capt 
Staffs. Regt.) 
all, W. H., mim L/Sergt. 
Hewson, R. C., m.c Lt.-Col. 
Iiling, G. W. .. .. R.S.M, 
Jenkin, V. H., m.c. -. Lieut. 
King, G. E., D.S.0. Lt.-Col. 
MacCallum, D., M.c. .. Capt. 
Park, C. P., m. M. a Pte. 
Rhodes, ¥ Ww. as ..  Sergt 
Robinson, WwW .»  Corpl 
Shaw, J. .. Major 
Singleton, W., pb. ‘CM... Corpl. 
Smith, G. os ax. GS. 
Tubbs, W.F. ax Pte. 
Walker, N. : .. Sergt. 
Whitfield, H., p.c.m. Sergt. 
Whitton, H., M.m. L/Corpl. 
Wilkinson, W. T. Lt.-Col. 
(K.O.S. B. ) 
Wright, C. A., Mom. L/Sergt 
GREECE. 
Greek Military gee 
Gotts, J. W. as Sergt. 
Greek Military Cross 
=" rd Class. 
Lucas, E. Sergt. 
Smith, H. C. Lieut. 
ITALY. 
Bronze Medal for 
Military Valour 
Fisher, J. W. Pte. 
Gordon, J. ..  Corpl. 
Humphrey, T. J. os Pte. 
Reynolds, F ‘ce 


Weatherhogg, P. 


Military Cross. 


Miéville, A. W. .. .. Lieut. 


* Killed in action. 


11§1§ 


11j}947 
11/441 


23698 
6239 


200256 


9394 
10/586 


10;11 34 
200105 


42375 
201020 
220692 

14827 


18531 
7881 


9277 
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List or Rewarvs—Foreicn-—continued. 


Regtl. Regtl. 
Name. Rank. No. Name. Rank No. 
ITALY — continued. RUSSIA —continued. 
Order of the Crown Medal of St. George 
—4th Class. —Ist Class. 
Harvey, F. H., c.m.G., Lt.-Col. — McKenna, J. D... <@. CSM: 6222 
D.S.O. 
diana ve As George 
r ass. 
PORTUGAL. Smith, J.W. ..... L/Corpl. 8373 


7 oneuguese Order of 


Springhall, J. W., o.p.z. Lt.-Col. & 99 — ee ce 
Qr.Mr. Blayden, J. H. .. ds Pte. 8000 
Jenkinson, F. .. = Pte. 3/5115 
ROUMANIA 
Order of the Crown of eee nec Coote 
packer Chafer, G. W., v.c. si Pte. 19384 
Sbharnian, S. as a Capt. 
Cross Sy ie George 
ass. 
Order of the Star with eultaee: T. W. ii Pte. 18449 
Sykes, Sir Mark, Bt. .. Col. = 7eOrge, | i Be a ee rere 24 
: : *Nolan, J. - ..  Corpl. 8024 
Medaille Barbatic si 
Credentia—a3rd Class. SERBIA. 
Driscoll, S. ee Pte. 9765 Cross of Karageonge 
—2nd Class (wi 
ee aa izes S 
icbrick, A. +e F ergt. 5685 
RUSSIA. Narburgh, B. A. ) GSM. 7385 
Order of St. Stanislaus 
—2nd Class. 
Sykes, Sir Mark, Bt... Col. — Silver Medal for hari 
Sweetman, M. J., 0.B.&. Lt.-Col. — Grainger, W... Pte. 10670 


* Killed in action. 


TotaL oF REwarps—ForEIGN. 


Belgium is Os 6% ee 4 3 20 27 
France : os e- ase 13 2 25 40 
Grecce I _ 2 3 
Italy 2 _ 5 74 
Portugal I - — | 1 
Roumania be 2 _— I 3 
Russia _ ie 2 I 7 10 
Serbia —_ 4 2 | 3 

Total .. 25 7 62 94 


APPENDIX V. 


The Victoria Crogs. 


Citations from the “ London Gazette.”’ 


No. 19384 Pre. Gzorce WILL1aAM Cuarer, Ist Bn. East Yorkshire 
Regt. 
E. of Meaulte, France, 3rd/4th Fune, 1916. 


For most conspicuous bravery. During a very heavy hostile bom- 
bardment and attack on our trenches, a man carrying an important 
written message to his Company Commander was half buried and ren- 
dered unconscious by a shell. Private Chafer, at once grasping the 
situation, on his own initiative took the message from the man’s pocket, 
and, although severely wounded in three places, ran along the ruined 
parapet under heavy shell and machine-gun fire and just succeeded in 
delivering it before he collapsed from the effect of his wounds. He dis- 
played great initiative and a splendid devotion to duty at a critical moment. 


(L.G. No. 29695, § /8/16.) 


No. 12/21 Pre. Joun Cunnincuam, 12th (S.) Bn. East Yorkshire 
Regt. 
Oppostte Hebuterne Sector, France, 13th November, 1916. 


For most conspicuous bravery and resource during operations. 

After the enemy’s front line had been captured, Pte. Cunningham 
proceeded with a bombing section up a communication trench. Much 
opposition was encountered, and the rest of the section became casualties. 
Collecting all the bombs from the casualties, this gallant soldier went on 
alone. Having expended all his bombs, he returned for a fresh supply 
and again proceeded to the communication trench, where he met a 
party of ten of the enemy. These he killed and cleared the trench up 


to the enemy line. 
His conduct throughout the day was magnificent. 


(L.G. No. 29901, 13/1/17.) 
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T/2xp Ligzut. Joun Harrison, M.C., 11th (S.) Bn. EastYorkshire 
Regt. 


Oppy, France, 3rd May, 1917. 


For most conspicuous bravery and self-sacrifice in an attack. 

Owing to darkness and to smoke from the enemy barrage, and from 
our own, and to the fact that our objective was in a dark wood, it was 
impossible to see when our barrage had lifted off the enemy front line. 

Nevertheless, znd Lieut. Harrison led his company against the enemy 
trench under heavy rifle and machine-gun fire, but was repulsed. Re- 
organising his command as best he could in No Man’s Land, he again 
attacked in darkness under terrific fire, but with no success. 

Then, turning round, this gallant officer single-handed made a dash 
at the machine gun, hoping to knock out the gun and so save the lives 
of many of his company. 

His self-sacrifice and absolute disregard of danger was an inspiring 
example to all. (He is reported missing, believed killed.) 


(L.G. No. 30130, 14th June, 1917.) 


No. 18474 Serct. Haroun Jackson, 7th (S.) Bn. East Yorkshire 
Regt. (Kirton, nr. Boston, Lincs.). 


Hermies, France, 22nd March, 1918. 


For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty. Sergt. Jackson 
volunteered and went out through the hostile barrage and brought back 
valuable information regarding the enemy’s movements. Later, when 
the enemy had established themselves in our line, this N.C.O. rushed at 
them and, single-handed, bombed them out into the open. Shortly 
afterwards, again single-handed, he stalked an enemy machine gun, 
threw Mills bombs at the detachment, and put the gun out of action. 

On a subsequent occasion, when all his officers had become casualties, 
this very gallant N.C.O. led his company in the attack, and, when ordered 
to retire, he withdrew the company successfully under heavy fire. He 
then went out repeatedly under heavy fire and carried in wounded. 


(L.G. No. 30675, 8th May, 1918.) 


Apprenpix VI. 


List of Subscribers. 


H.R.H. Tue Duxe or Yor« (Colonel in 


Chief). 


All Ranks, Ist Battalion. 
All Ranks, 2nd Battalion. 
All Ranks, Depot. 

All Ranks, 4th Battlion. 


— 


R. F. Abbot, Esq. 

Colonel F. S. Allen. 

Mrs. T. W. Allen. 

Messrs. Amos & Smith, Ltd. 
Lieut.-Col. D. F. Anderson. 
Major D. D. Anderson. 
Major A. J. Atkinson. 


Mrs. T. N. Bagnall. 

T. Bailey, Esq. 

T. N. Bardwell, Esq. 

Miss M. Barrack. 

A. W. Bean, Esq. 

W. Beardsley, Esq. 

G. J. Bentham, Esq. 

2: R. Bentley, Esq. 
olonel C. P. Berthon. 

R. E. Biggs, Esq. 

P. L. Binns, Esq. 

Lieut.-Col. N. V. Blacker. 

Lieut.-Col. B. W. Bogle. 

Mrs. G. Bolden. 

F. Haworth Booth, Esq. 

A.C. Box, Esq. 

Major-Gen. Sir G. F. Boyd. 

Colonel E. A. Bramhall. 

Captain E. A. Brand. 

Major E. A. Bray. 

Captain J. Brindley. 

Colonel C. K. Brooke. 

Colonel C. L. Brooke. 

Colonel Sir E. Brotherton. 

Rev. E. R. Buckley. 

Freer Buckton, Esq. 


T. Carney, Esq. 

Major W. H. Carver. 
Mrs. A. Chapman. 

Capt. J. P. Clancy. 
Br.-Gen. J. L. J. Clarke. 
Mrs. L. G. Clarke. 

E. A. Clutten, Esq. 

R. J. Cockrill, Esq. 

O. R. Collinson, Esq. 
Mrs. N. Coultas. 
Lieut.-Col. M. G. Cowper. 
Capt. D. A. Cox. 

J. 8. Cracknell, Esq. 
Rev. G. H. Crossland. 
W. Crowe, Esq. 


q 
Lieut.-Col. F. G. Cunningham. 


C. E. Dale, Esq. 

Major F. W. Darwall. 

Lord Deramore. 

Mrs. Eon. 

Major G. S. Douglas. 

H. Dudley, Esq. 

Sir George Duncombe, Bart. 
Major W. H. Dunlop. 


Colonel G. Easton. 

Sir John Ellerman. 

J. Ellis, Esq. 

Lieut.-Col. C. L. Estridge. 
Mrs. Ewing. 


T. F. Farrell, Esq. 
Lieut.-Col. B. St. Clair Ford. 
Major H. A. N. Forte. 
Lieut.-Col. J. E. H. Forty. 
Miss B. Foster. 

R. Sergt.-Major P. Foster. 
Captain R. A. Frank. 
Captain Townley Freeman. 


Lieut.-Col. C. F. Garnett. 
D. T. Garrett, Esq. 

Mrs. L. Gibson. 

Major W. Glossop. 

Major E. Gloster. 
Captain A. Good. 
Colonel E. F. Gosset. 
Major A. Grant. 

Captain W. C. Green. 
Mrs. E. S. Grimston. 

H. Grotrian, Esq. 
Lieut.-Col. C. H. Gurney. 


Br.-Gen. H. Haggard. 
Major H. Hall. 

Colonel W. W. Hall. 
Major-Gen. H. J. Hallowes. 
C. L. Hames, Esq. 

General Sir Bruce Hamilton. 
Bandmaster T. Haywood. 
Lieut.-Col. T. A. Headlam. 
Captain A. Healey. 
Lieut.-Col. C. W. Hill. 

P. Hodgson, Esq. 

H. Holt, Esq. 

Mrs. A. Holtby. 

F. W. Hornsey, Esq. 
Major H. P. Horsley. 

Lord Hotham. 

The late Lord Hotham. 
Capt. S. W. Howard. 


G. W. Iling, Esq. 

Mrs. Whittington Ince. 
Major-Gen. F. S. Inglefield. 
Captain V. E. Ingleheld. 
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List oF SupscRIBERS—continued. 


Colonel A. M. Jackson. 
Major H. B. Jackson, 
ML. Jackson, Esq. 
Lr. T. C. Jackson. 
Hi. Johnson, Esq. 

. V. Johnson, Esq. 
Captain C. Lloyd Jones. 
R. Jones, Esq. 


Lieut.-Gen. Sir J. L. Keir. 
Captain J. R. Key. 
Major A. R. Kino. 

. F. Kippax, Esq. 
Licut. -Col. J. S. Knox. 
Mrs. E. H. Kubling. 


Major J. C. Lamprey. 

H. J. Lancaster, Lsq. 
Mrs. B. Lawrence. 
Captain C. M. Leatham. 
Colonel Sir James Legard. 
Major F. H. Lock. 


Captain A. E. Mackenzie. 
Captain A. H. Macpherson. 


Captain W. S. Hales-Pakenham-Mahon. 


B. W. Mapstone, Esq. 
Mrs. A. Markham. 
Major C. H. W. Maunsell. 
G. Maxsted, Es 
Major W. S.R. pe 

G. Millar, Esq. 
oe W. R. Moore. 

fe Esq. 

C sidin M. Murphy. 
Colonel A. I. Musson. 


H. E. C. Newham, Esq. 

Kev, Canon H. E. Nolloth. 
The Lord Nunburnholme. 
Dowager Lady Nunburnholme. 


G. F. Oakden, Es 

Colonel Sir E. A. dele, Bart 
E. Ohrson, Esq. 

Major L. H. Orde. 

IE Ostler, Esq 

Captain J. A. Oughtred. 


L. C. ears Sats 

Colonel ae . Pateshall. 
Major P. wt Pearson. 
Colonel ii. R. Pease. 
Major F. Pidgeon, 
Captam E. F. Pipe. 

A. W. Pigott, Esq. 


Lieut.-Col. W. N. Pike. 
Lieut.-Col. K. A. Plimpton. 
Lieut.-Col. F. G. Poole. 
Major H. H. Powell. 

T. H. Preston, Esq. 


Major W. H.C. Ramsden. - 
R. A. Rawstorne, Esq. 
Reckitt & Sons, Ltd. 
Captain W. Redfern. 
Captain F. H. Reynard. 
Lieut.-Col. C. P. B. Riall. 
Lieut.-Col. A. J. Richardson. 
R. T. Ringrose, Esq. 

W. Rogers, lésq. 

C. G. Ross, Esq. 

Captain W. H. Rushbrooke. 


Mrs. H.C. R. Saunders. 

QO. Sanderson, Isq. 

Mrs. H. Seed. 

Captain F. G. Senior. 

J.C. Sherburn, Esq. 
Lieut.-Col. T. G. Shortland. 
H. Shurey, Esq. 

Major G. R. Smallwood. 
Major T. G. H. Smyth. 

The “ Snapper." 

Lieut.-Col. J. W. Springhall, 
Major W. P. Standish. 

H. H. Staveley, Esq. 

Mrs. T. R. ELE. W. Swettenham 


L. Thorns, Esq. 
Captain J. A. Unett. 


Captain E. S. Wade. 
Admiral C. F. Walker. 

Mrs. Wallace. 

G. L. Wanless, Esq. 

Major C. G. Wellesley. 
Lieut.-Col. C. H. B. Weston. 
Colonel W. Latnbert White. 
J. E. White, esq. 

Captain G. Willis. 

Colonel Guy Wilson. 

Major Hon. E. Wood. 

Mrs. M. Woodmass. 

Major D. F. Wrangham. 

C. Wright, Esq. 

J. R. Wright, Esy. 


Lieut.-Col. W. H. Young. 
Miss N. Young. 
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